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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

GRAND LoDGE OF NEBRASKA

Wurient, Free, oud Aocepted Flnsons,

AT ITS

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,

HELD AT

Lincoln, June 23d to 25th, A.", L.". 5875.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient :and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska com-
menced its Eighteenth Annual Communication in the Ma-
sonic Hall at Lincoln, Nebraska, on Wednesday, June 23d,

A.-. L.~ 5875, A. D. 1875, at ten o’clock a. M.; there being
present: —

. FraNng WELcH, Grand Master ;

*. ALFRED G. HasTings, Deputy Grand Master;
. James W. CEADDUCK, Grand Senior Warden ;
*. GeorgE H. THuMMEL, Grand Junior Warden ;
*. JAMES W. Moorg, Grand Treasurer ;

. WirLiam R. Bowex, Grand Secretary ;

*. RicaaRD BuraE, as Grand Chaplain ;

. Gusravus STeVENSON, a3 Grand Marshal ;

. WiLLiam A. DevEL, as Grand Senior Deacon ;
*. JEssg T. Davis, Grand Junior Deacon ;

‘. JoEN McCiELLaND, Grand Tiler.
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A Lodge of Master Masons was opened in ample form.

The Grand Master announced the following committees :

On VisiTing BRETHREN — Bros.. Miurox E. Pinney, Epwarp K. Var-
ENTINE, and Crarves H. GouLp.

On CreDENTIALS — Bros.’. EBen K. Long, Samugr P. Davipson, and
James L. EDWARDS.

Bro.-. Long, chairman of the Committee on Credentials,
made report, which was adopted, subject to amendment
during the session. The report, as amended, was as fol-
lows : —

To tHE M.". W.:. THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Credentials beg leave to report that they find
the following Grand Officers, Past Grand Officers, and Representatives
of Subordinate Lodges present, and entitled to one vote each in each
capacity in which they appear; provided, that in no case whatever
shall a member, by virtue of due proxy or authority, cast more than
three votes: —

GRAND OFFICERS.

.. FrRaNK WELcH, Grand Master;

*. ALFrep G. Hastines, Deputy Grand Master;
-, JamMmEs W. CrADDUCK, Grand Senior Warden ;
‘. GeorgE H. TuuMMEL, Grand Junior Warden ;
. James W. Moorg, Grand Treasurer ;

. Wirriam R. Bowen, Grand Secretary ;

*. Ricaarp BUrGE, as Grand Chaplain ;

. WiLLiam H. Morris, Grand Orator;

. WiLriam E. Hrrr, Grand Lecturer;

*. GusTavus STEVENSON, a8 Grand Marshal ;

*. Fraxcig E, Warre, Grand Senior*Deacon;

*. Jessk T. Davis, Grand Junior Deacon ;

.. JoHN McCLELLAND, Grand Tiler;

. R. W. Furnas, T
- D.H. WHEELER,} rustees of Orphan School Fund.

<@wHEEmEE

§f7as9ssg24223

CUSTODIANS.

. DanierL H. WnrELER, First District;
. Mivton E. PinNEY, Second District;
‘. Roerr W. Furnas, Third District.
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GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

M., W.. DanieL H. WHEELER, Past Grand Master;
M... W.. RoBerT W. Fur~as, Past Grand Master;
M.. W... Wirriam E. Hiry, Past Grand Master;
M.:. W... MarTiN DunpaM, Past Grand Master ;
R.. W.. Leg P. GiLLETTE, Past Deputy Grand Master.
REPRESENTATIVES.
NAME oF LODGE. | & MASTER. SENIOR WARDEN. JUNIGR WARDEN,
Z
Nebrasgka 1|Wm. Robinson.. G. Stevenson, proxy...|G. Stevenson, proxy...
Western Star. 2|M. E. Pinney... ! E. F. Thorpe........ ... E. F. Warren... L2
Capitol ........ 3 David E. Hume ........
Nemahe Valley...{ 4{R. W. Furnas, proxy
Omadi........ 5.
Plattsmouth. 6{F. E. White £.. =
Falls City.. 9J. R. Cain., F. W. Mlller, proxy
Solomon JUEW. H, Clark, Proxy .. -
Covert... .[11{Isaaec Greentree ... JE K Long, proxy
Nebraskﬂ Clty #J. W. Chadduck .........;J. B. Northcutt, proxy J. B. Northeutt..,
2 J1%A. P. Forney r
4D. C. Cole
5{J. H. Crabbs

|G, H. Bascom..

TEUE Mettz .
.|C. A. Holmes........rssse

LRH Oakley .

.|Geo. 8. Smith, proxy

. F. Ward, pro V.

David Ross...

187G 0wen"';';i6§'y

.|F. W Kinney, proxy..

J. N. Wise, proxy

LINTK Griggs, proxy

E.K. Valentme Proxy

9C. H. Gould ....
Washington. W. H. Palmer..
Macoy....eeemt 22V. V. Leonard.
Pawnee 5 0 o
Lafayette 4|Lewis Dunn, proxy.....
St. John's.. %3|Jno, Cameron, proxy...
Beatrice QOliver M. Enlow..........
Jordan.. P. Bchwenk, proxy.....
Wyoming......c.....BM8 .......c......c0neemiee
Hope...... John P. Kin

Blue River..
Tekamah ....
Platte Valley..
Ashlar

Fairbury ..
Lone Tree.

Juniata .
Hebron..
Harvard.
Palmyra.
Gibbon .
Salem....
Fairmont..
Evening Star..
Hastings

Fidelity . .
Hiram....
Charity .

Lancaster, ...

3|{Wm. A. Deuel.
i4/C. E.Sumner,.
35|George Cross

HIN. R. Persinger..
7|Hiram C.Ride:

P. J. Goodrich.............
Isaac Gibson, proxy

Geo. B. France

.[Jno. L. Wilson, proxy.

|Wr. H. Platt....
.|H. Holcomb

.|B. B. Kelley, proxy.
.|C. E. Sumner proxy .

|Wm. H. Morris o
Wm. Clemmons.........
.|E. N. Grenell, proxy...

Henry A. Scott

.|E. M. Allen, proxy.....
.|F J.Hendershot,proxy

W. S. White, proxy
C. Putnam

'W. 5. White, proxy.....

Richard Burge, proxy

F. E. Wilson ».

Richard 'ﬁl'l'rge, Pproxy
.|J. E. Cramer

....[J. B, Dinsmore, proxy
.|Thos. M. Abbott

A.H. Jones.... .

Richard Burge, proxy

W.R Turner, proxy...

Geo. P. Tucker.....
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And the following

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES :

Alabama— W.. JaMes W. CHADDUCK ;
British Columbia — W .. WILLIAM ADAIR;
1llinois — W.. GEorGE H. THUMMEL ;
Towa — W.. RoBert W. FUrNas;
Kentucky— W.. J. N. WIsE;
Louisiana — W.. J. N. WIsE;

Michigan — W.. DaNiEL H. WREELER;
Missouri — W.. J. N, WisE;
Mississippi — W.. J. M BuRrks;

North Carolina — W.'. RoBert W. FURNAS;
Ohio — W.. RoBerT W. FURrNaS
Tennessee — W.. J. N. Wrsg,

All of which is respectfully submitted.
E. K. Loxag,
S. P. DAVIDSON,
Of the Commilttee on Credeniials.

It being ascertained that a constitutional quorum was
present, the Grand Marshal, by direction of the Grand
Master, declared the Grand Lodge of Nebraska opened for
the dispatch of business.

On motion of Bro.:. Thummel, it was

Resolved, That all Master Masons in good standing be, and thcy are
hereby, invited to be present and witness the deliberations of this
Grand Body.

The Grand Master then delivered the following

ANNUAL ADDRESS:

To THE Most WorsH1r¥UL GRAND LopGe or NEBRASKA, ANCIENT, FREE,
AND ACCEPTED M ASONE:—

Brethren of the Grand Lodge: —Once more the gavel of the Grand Mas-
ter has sounded in the East, calling the representatives of the craft to-
gether, to bring, it is hoped, the good tidings of peace and prosperity ;
to remind us that one more year has passed beyond us upon the level
of time, and has borne the current of its own peculiar joys and sorrows,
its cares and perplexities, to mingle with the mighty ocean of the past.
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We are taught that Masonry is a progressive science. If this be true,
what more fitting time, let me ask, than now, after thanking the
Supreme Architect of the Universe that we have been permitted to add
one more stone to our temporal building, to turn our thoughts inward,
and asgk if we shall leave the world any better than we found it at the
beginning of the year, and if we have made any progress in the erection
of our spiritual building, “that house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.”

It is with great satisfaction that I am able to congratulate you upon
the fact that death has laid his hand but lightly on the fraternity dur-
ing the past year, and that, while great destitution might reasonably
have been expected from the peculiar misfortunes which overtook our
agricultural interests, the craft at large in this jurisdiction has not been
materially affected. Shortly after the last Annual Communication of
this Grand Lodge, I received from the brethren of Furnas county an
application to appeal for general aid, but, upon consultation with older
Masons, being satisfied that the craft were contributing as liberally as
they could, and that the agencies then at work in the state were effi-
cient and trustworthy, I declined to accede to their request until I saw
they failed in their mission, and I believe the result will confirm the
wisdom of the course I took.

GRAND LODGES.

I have received official information that the M... W.". Grand Lodge of
Wyoming was organized December 31, 1874, accompanied with the
request that I would present, at this communication, the information,
and ask you to grant them such masonic recognition as has been here-
tofore granted to all masonic Grand Lodges over the globe, formed 1n a
legal and constitutional manner. I trusf that you will find their action
in accordance with masonic law and usage, and will be able to tender
to the youngest member of Grand Lodge organizations sincere congrat-
ulations and fraternal greeting.

I am also in receipt of an appointment as Grand Representative of
the Grand Lodge of the Indian Territory near the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska, and of the request that I endeavor to procure their masonic
recognition at the hands of this Grand Lodge. I, immediately upon
receipt of their request, asked such information as I deemed necessary
to discharge the duties devolving upon me, but have received no
answer, although sufficient time has elapsed since I made the request.
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Application has also been made, through me, to procure recognition
of the Grand Lodge of Hungary, but T am also in receipt, from high
masonic authority, whose means of information are ample, that the
constitution of this body is such that we cannot comply with the
request, howsoever much we may regret the fact.

NEW LODGES.

I have issued dispensations to open seven new Lodges, a list of
which is hereto annexed, marked “A.”

I received a petition from the brethren at Aurora, Hamilton county,
praying that a dispensation be granted them to open a new Lodge, but
agcertaining that the brethren in the immediate vicinity were not
working in harmony with the petitioners, I refused to accede to their
request until existing difficulties were adjusted.

I presume you will be called upon to charter some of these new
Lodges, and continue the dispensations of others. I have strictly com-
plied with the provisions of the resolution adopted at the last Grand
Lodge communication regarding the legality of recognizing petitioners
for dispensations whose demits were over one year old, except that I
have recognized the rights of those petitioners whose demits were not
a year old at the date of the petition, and whose dispensations were de-
layed from other causes, and for which they were not responsible.

CHARTERED LODGES.

I have also issued five dispensations to chartered Lodges to confer
degrees in less time than that prescribed by the regulations of this
Grand Lodge, mostly upon Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts, on
receipt of proper fee, and upon the express condition that the necessary
lectures were committed.

Upon the unanimous vote and petition of the Worshipful Master,
Wardens, and brethren of Gibbon Lodge, No. 46, praying that they
might be allowed to move their furniture to, and hold their regular
communications at, the town of Kearny, Buffalo county, twelve miles
distant, deeming that a compliance with their request was for the good
of the Fraternity, I granted permission, subject to such action as the
Grand Lodge may deem advisable.

I have approved of sundry changes in the by-laws of chartered
Lodges, when they were not 1n conflict with Grand Lodge regulations;
and I desire to call the attention of subordinate Lodges hereafter to be
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chartered to the completeness of the Grand Lodge regulations for gov-
ernment of subordinate Lodges, and to suggest that in preparing by-
laws they make them as concise and clear as possible, and that they
will thus save themselves much trouble and communication as to the
interpretation of their own by-laws.

In this connection, I desire to call the attention of the present Com-
mittee on Charters and Dispensations to the fact that, in one instance,
at least, a former committee reported that the by-laws of a Lodge peti-
tioning for a charter were in conformity with masonic law and usage,
containing an article to this effect. “ The regular meetings of this Lodge
shall be held on the first Thursday of each month, provided, the Todge
may, by a two-thirds vote, change the day of meeting to any other day
of the week ;”” evidently an oversight on the part of the committee, and
calling for more care.

I have noticed with pain and surprise an ignorance ainong the craft
as to the usages that should govern the action of subordinate Lodges,
which needs the application of someé remedy by this Grand Body.
Among the acts resulting from this lack of knowledge, I will enumerate
a few: Attempted interference with rights and prerogatives of Wor-
shipful Master ; raising a committee of censure on conduct of Worship-
ful Master, through subordinate officers; interference with work of
other jurisdictions; converting money accompanying petitions info
general fund of the Lodge, and inability to return the same after
rejection; calling for aid outside this jurisdiction without consent of
proper authority. I notice, too, that many Lodges have no Grand
Lodge proceedings, and work in the dark; and would suggest that
after revision of our laws and regulations, they be printed in book
form, together with decisions of Past Grand Masters, and be distributed
with all new charters, to be paid for at the same time the charters are
granted.

CUSTODIAN DISTRICTS.

With the rapid influx of population, extension of railway lines, and
consequent increase of new Lodges, I find that the present number and
arrangement of custodian districts is inadequate and inconvenient. I
have, therefore, with the assistance of the R... W.. Grand Secretary:
arranged a plan for re-districting the Lodges of this jurisdiction, with
due reference to accessibility, economy, and its increasing demands, a
copy of which has been sent to the R.. W.*. Grand Lecturer and another
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herewith submitted, which we hope will commend itself to your favor-
able consideration.

GRIEVANCES.

I am as gratified to impart as you will be to receive, the tidings that
peace and harmony generally prevail within and among the Lodges
subordinate to this Grand Lodge; yet, you will have some difficulties
to adjust and the proper remedies to apply. The cases which will call
for adjudication are as follows: —

Lone Tree Lodge, No. 86, vs. Bro.. H. N. Bryant, sentenced to expul-
sion — appeal by Bro.". Bryant.

Lafayette Lodge, No. 24, »s. Bro.. R. W. Sheldon — verdict “not
guilty ” referred by Grand Master, on application of prosecuting wit-
nesses.

In the matter of Capitol Lodge, No. 3, »s. Bro.". H. H. Bellows, on trial
for embezzlement, and convicted and sentenced by the civil courts to
two years imprisonment in the penitentiary, it appears that in his trial
before his Lodge the sentence of the civil courts was reversed. Upon
examination of the papers submitted to me by the Lodge, I found that
there had not been sufficient notice of trial given to defendant, and that
the only testimony introduced during the trial was proof of Bro.. Bel-
lows’ conviction and sentence by the civil court. I thereupon ordered
a new trial, with sufficient notice thereof to defendant, and decided that
the Lodge must eitherintroduce sufficient evidence to show the brother’s
probable innocence of the charge, that the trial before the civil court
was unfair, through introduction of false testimony or otherwise, or ren-
der a verdict in accordance with the evidence previously introduced
upon his trial before said Lodge.

In the matter in controversy between Nebraska City Lodge, No, 12,
and Glenwood Lodge, No. 58, of Glenwood, Iowa, regarding settlement
of bills incurred by Glenwood Lodge in the burial of a deceased mem-
ber of Nebraska City Lodge, I refused to take any action in the matter,
and, upon proper representation to the M.". W.". Grand Master of Iowa,
my action was concurred in.

DECISIONS.

The following decisions and explanations have been made by me
during the last masonic year:—

1. Money accompanying a petition should not be passed into the
treasury of a Lodge before a favorable ballot.
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2. As I understand it, a brother whose demit is over one year old
can, if not 2 resident in the jurisdiction for a year, lawfully petition for
affiliation.

3. An applicant for the degrees in Masonry, if stiff in joint of left
knee, cannot be made a Mason.

4. A member of a Lodge is not liable for dues during term of sus-
pension.

5. The subordinate Lodge is liable for Grand Lodge dues of a sus-
pended member who was in good standing June 1st of current year.

6. The floating indebtedness of a Lodge cannot be considered as
dues, nor is it a condition precedent to the obtaining of a demit, that
the brother applying therefor should pay his pro rata share of the same,
unless it be regularly assessed as dues and expressed in the by-laws of
the Lodge.

7. “Can the by-laws of a subordinate Lodge preclude a member in
arrear for dues from voting upon petitions for initiation, advancement
or affiliation?” No. All present must vote, if members of the Lodgé
in good standing.

8. A Lodge has no right to confer degrees upon an applicant whose
residence is insufficient, notwithstanding the Lodge in whose jurisdic-
tion he formerly resided may grant permission.

APPOINTMENTS.

I have nominated Bro.. William B. Wharton as Custodian for the
fourth district, and Bro.". Edward K. Valentine as Custodian for the
fifth district, subject to confirmation by this Grand Body.

I have also issued a new commission to Bro... George E. Chatterton,
as representative of this Grand Lodge near the M.". W.". Grand Lodge of
Ireland, the former commission having miscarried.

I have endeavored to perform the duties devolving upon me for the
good of the craft. If I have failed, it is for lack of facilities to inform
myself, and as I am about to return to you the insignia of office with
which your partiality invested me, and with it my sincere thanks for
the honor conferred, courtesies extended, and the good-will which has
been manifested toward me in all my infercourse with the fraternity,
let me say, no evergreen will be needed as a reminder, no monumental
marble as a memorial, of our intercourse, but that the pleasure spring-
ing up out of these associations will ever remain with, and abide by,
me; and as you are about to take the welfare of the craft under your
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guidance, let me join with you in the sincere hope that your delibera-
tions will, as ever heretofore, be gnided by that spirit of harmony which
bringeth the peace *‘that passelh all understanding,” and that when
your designs are once drawn upon the trestle-board and the building
erected in pursuance thereof, no sound of axe or hammer of discord
will be heard, but that the several parts may fit with exactness.

Frank WeLcH, Grand Master.

EXHIBIT “A.”
LIST OF NEW LODGES,
For which dispensations have been issued during the year 1874-75: —

1. Norfolk Lodge, Norfolk, Madison county, Nebraska; dispensation
granted October 1, 1874. Bro.. S. W. Hayes, W.. Master.

2. York Lodge, York, York county, Nebraska; granted October 1,
1874.

3. Syracuse Lodge, Syracuse, Otoe county Nebraska; granted Novem-
ber 6, 1874.

4, Columbus Lodge, Columbus, Platte county, Nebraska ; granted De-
cember 7, 1874.

5. Wahoo Lodge, Wahoo, Saunders county, Nebraska ; granted Jan-
uary 20, 1875.

6. Melrosc Lodge, Melrose, Harlan county, Nebraska; granted March
10, 1874.

7. Thistle Lodge, Plum Creek, Dawson county, Nebraska; granted
May 8, 1875.

Bro... Warren moved the reference of the address to a
committee of three, with Past Grand Master Furnas as chair-
man, to designate the appropriate committees to which the
several subjects therein contained should be referred. The
address was accordingly referred to Bros... Furnas, Warren,
and Grenell.

The Grand Secretary submitted the following report,
which was also referred to the last named committee : —

GRAND SECRETARY’S REPORT.
In GrAND Lobpgr, June 23, 5875.
To e M.'. W.. THE GRAND LopGE 0oF NEBRASKA ;: —

Your Secretary congratulates the fraternity on the progress made
during the year 1874-15, as indicated from his stand-point. Although
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beset with the scourge which visited our state soon after the last
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, the Lodges of the juris-
diction have shown an activity and cultivation that unquestionably
denotes progress in a desirable direction.

Your Secretary reports:—

That charters have been issued to Lodges Nos. 45 to 54, inclusive.

That a duplicate charter was furnished Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, signed
as before, to replace the one which had worn out in its hands.

That bound “compendiums,” on good paper, are in readiness for de-
livery to the constituent Lodges, at a cost of $5.50.

That the certificates of good standing authorized by the Grand Lodge
(page 93 of 1874) are in the printer’s hands, and one book (of ene hun-
dred certificates) is herewith submitted. The cost, which was Limited
to fifty cents, will not exceed ten cents each. The design may be copy-
righted, if the Grand Lodge so desires.

That the stereotyped reprint has been carried to the extent author-
ized by the Grand Lodge, covering all of 5857 and thirty pages of 5858.

That the geal of the Grand Lodge has been re-cut, increased in size,
and improved in the manner of impressing it upon documents. It is
now distinctive, and nearly beyond the possibility of counterfeiting.

That, for want of funds, the “black books” have not been prepared,
as ordered. Your Secretary continues to observe his rule of expending
no more money than is regularly appropriated and is available, believ-
ing that in this manner only can the Grand Lodge continue prosperous
The appropriations of the Grand Lodge last year were liberal and suffi-
cient, but funds were available only for incidental expenses and the
stereotyped reprint.

That, on March 5, ’75, the attention of the Grand Master of Indiana
was invited to the unadjusted claim of Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, of Ne-
braska, against Noblesville Lodge, No. 67, of Indiana. No response

hereto has been received.

That, during the year, a majority of the Lodges have selected Lodge
seals’ meeting the requirements of the Grand Lodge and receiving the
approval of the Grand Master.

Your Secretary submils:—

Sundry documents pertaining to Norfolk, York, Syracuse, Columbus,
‘Wahoo, Melrose, and Thistle Lodges, under dispensation ;

The statements of the Grand Master and of the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, of expense incurred ;
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His own statement of funds received, etec., and of the disbursement of
the several appropriations; >

The by-laws of the following Lodges, viz: Morthern Light, No. 41,
Tekamah, No. 81, and Washington, No. 21;

The appeal of H. N. Bryant from the decision of Lone Tree Lodge,
No. 36;

A circular from the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, requiring visit-
ing craftsmen to present a certificate of good standing from their Grand
Lodge;

The votes of the constituent Lodges on the proposed amendment to
the Constitution, to be known asg Article XIV. The amendment has
probably been defeated; and with this your Secretary (who submitted
the amendment) is well content, both with his own action in offering
that which he deemed a desirable enactment, and with the action of
the Lodges in refusing a possible burden when they were already har-
rassed by the general misfortune of the state.

In order to submit for consideration the matter of printing the pro-
ceedings, it may be divided into four parts, viz: 1st, the proceedings
proper; 2d, the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence;
3d, the lists of members of Lodges; 4th, the stereotyping of all. Pre-
suming that, on account of expense (including the considerable item of
mailing), it is desirable to reduce the bulk of our volumes to some ex-
tent, your Secretary submits the question of the propriety of publishing
an abstract of the proceedings. Heretofore it has been the custom to
publish in full the reports of the committees, statements of funds, ete.
If authorized, the reports of the Committee on Charters and Dispensa-
tions could be briefly stated, the financial reports and statements could
be briefly mentioned and be entered in full in a ledger, and in other
ways the proceedings proper could be reduced in bulk. This would
impose considerable more labor upon the Grand Secretary, but it would
save expense, and would be in a more business-like shape, provided
always, that the Committee on Accounts would thoroughly perform its
duty. Regarding the Report on Foreign Correspondence and the lists
of members of Lodges the Secretary has no discretion —the Grand
Lodge orders them printed, and the work is done as ordered.

He invites attention : —

To the new form of annual returns for subordinate Lodges which has
been adopted, preserving all the essential features of the existing laws




June, 1815.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 15

and regulations, but calling for data not heretofore required. From the
correctness of the returns so far received, and from the opinionsd given
as to the simplicity of the form, your Secretary is assured the change is
a good one—and it is also in accordance with the Nebraska system.
As no “returns” of the ordinary kind can be required of Lodges under
dispensation, your Secretary has had printed a new form of dispensa-
tion, containing a “statement of work,” to accompany the dispensation
when it is surrendered to the Grand Lodge. Criticism of these blanks
is desired ; also of the “compendium” and the “diplomas.”

To the accompanying decision of the Postmaster General, that our
proceedings are not ““periodicals” within the meaning of the postal law.
Decision was asked on this point in the hope that our postage might be
freduced. Our postage on domestic matter is large under present rates,
and the sending of matter to foreign jurisdictions, as ordered by the
Grand Lodge, costs enormously.

He recommends :—

That during the incoming year the Grand Secretary, if possible, visit
each chartered Lodge, for the purpose of examining the records, com-
pendiums, ete. ;

That demit blanks, similar in style and design to our diplomas, be
urnished each Lodge at cost, and tbat their use by the constituent
Lodges be enjoined by the Grand Lodge;

That appropriations be made —

For incidental expenses X $300
% sterectypedSreprimtMiiiel Siamelel v e R R e $150 to 300
O chartertan Lo T T s ose e roerseas tte se et Lt reatass s sans oo L 300
B 61 lE) R o008 eoimonmomnonco a0 e 00000 DO e A0 000000 0o G000 500K 100

With reference to the instructions of the Grand Lodge relative to Ma-
sonry in Brazil (page 69 of 1874), attention is invited to the remarks of
Bro.". Albert Pike in the accompanying pamphlet. In this connection,
your Secretary reports that, at the urgent request of Past Grand Master
Furnas, his credentials from Brazil were placed in his hands.

Thanks are especially due to Bro.. Albert G. Mackey for valuable in-
formation ; to Bro.". Jean Schons for much valuable assistance ; and to
Bros.". Charles F Catlin and John J. Monell for co-operation in devel-
oping our present system of books, blanks, etc. Bro.". Monell has aided
in devising seals for the Lodges, and in publishing numerous order,
receipt, and memorandum books agreeing with the Nebraska system.

WiLLiam R. BoweN, Grand Secretary.
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The Grand Lodge was now called from labor to refresh-
ment; and on resuming labor, after a recess of half an hour,

the following standing committees were announced by the
M.-. W.-. Grand Master : —

On Accounts — Bros.". CEARLES H. Gourp Oriver M. Envow, and WiL-
L1aM H. Prarr.

On Charters and Dispensations — Bros., N. K. Griaas, J. K. MARLAY,
and GrorGE B. FrRANCE.

On By-Laws from Chartered Lodges— Bros.". J. N. Wisg, Davip E. HuME,
and GEoreE Cross.

On Ways and Means— Bros.". CHARLES E. SumMnEr, Hiram C. RIDER.
and L. S. F. WaRrD.

On Charity — Bros.". WiLLiam A. DEveL, V. V. LEoNARD, WiLLiam H
PaiMER, and PETER SCHWENK.

On Grievances— Bros.:. H. O. HANNA, Isaac GREENTREE, F. J. HENDER-
sHOT, and WiLLiam E. Hiir.

On Unfinished Business— Bros.. EDWiN F. WARREN, J. E. CRAMER, and
Lewis Lev.

On Pay Roll— Bros.. EDwarD K. VALENTINE, JaMES R. CaIN, and P.
J. GoobpricH.

On motion of Past Grand Master Furnas, it was
Resolved, That the use of this hall for this evening be, and is hereby,
tendered to the ladies of the Order of the Eastern Star.

Whereupon the Grand Lodge was called to refreshment
until two o’clock this afternoon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

WEDNESDAY, June 23, 5875.

The M.:. W.-. the Grand Lodge was called to labor at two
o’clock —the M... W.-. Grand Master in the East, and the
officers as at the morning session, except that W.-. Bro.-.
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Francis E. White, Grand Senior Deacon, was at his place.

A communication was received from the craftsmen of
Lincoln, greeting the Grand Lodge, and inviting its mem-
bers to a reception and banquet to-morrow evening. On
motion, the invitation was accepted.

Past Grand Master Furnas, for the special committee of
which he was chairman, made the following report, which
was adopted : —

To THE M.". W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

The special committee to whom was referred the address of the Grand
Master and the report of the Grand Secretary, have had the same under
consideration, and respectfully report as follows: —

That so much of the address of the Grand Master as refers to the
Grand Lodges of Wyoming and the Indian Territory, and the Repre-
sentative near the Grand Lodge of Ireland, be referred to the Commit-
tee on Foreign Correspondence ;

That so much of the same as refers to new Lodges and special dis-
pensations, be referred to the Committee on Charters and Dispensa-
tions;

That so much of the same as refers to changes in the by-laws of char-
tered Lodges, be referred to the Committee on By-Laws of Chartered
Lodges;

That so much of the same ag refers to decisions, to Gibbon Lodge, to
interference with prerogatives of Masters of subordinate Lodges, and to
H. H. Bellows, be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence’

That so much of the same as refers to Lone Tree Lodge and Lafayette
Lodge, be referred to the Committee on Grievances;

That so much of the same as refers to Custodiams, be referred to a
special committee of three.

That so much of the Grand Secretary’s report as refers to the Grand
Lodge of Brazil and to the circular from the Grand Lodge of New Bruns-
wick, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence ;

That so much of the same as refers to the subordinate Lodges Nor-
folk, York, and others, be referred to the Committee on Charters and
Dispensations;

That so much of the same as refers to by-laws, be referred to the Com-
mittee on By-Laws of Chartered Lodges;



18 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [ Lincoln,

That so much of the same as refers to appropriations, be referred to,
the Committee on Ways and Means;

That so much of the same as refers to printing proceedings, to blanks
and books, and to visits of Grand Secretary to subordinate Lodges, be
referred to special committees of three for each of the subjects named ;

That so much of the same as refers to votes of subordinate Lodges on
amendments submitted, be referred to the Committee on Credentials.

RoBerT W. FURNAS,
Epwin F. WARREN,
Of the Special Committee.

The following statement, being in the nature of an appeal
of Bro... M. B. Murphy from the action of Plattsmouth
Lodge, No. 6, was introduced, and was referred to the Com-
mittee on Grievances: —

Harr Prarrsmouvrs Lopag, No. 6, )
Prartsmourr, NEB.,, May 17, 1875. §

A request for an appeal from the action of the Lodge was submitted
by Bro.". M. B. Murphy, and ordered made, and the Secretary instructed
to forward the same to the Grand Secretary.

A resolution pagssed May 3, 1875, and recorded in the Lodge record
book, on page 316, read as follows: —

“ Resolved, That hereafter no change shall be made in the said resolu-
Jdons (recorded on pages 254 and 255 of this record), by repealing or
amending the same, unless said amendment or resolution be proposed
at a regular communication and lie over one month, and that every
member of the Lodge be notified of the pendency of said resolution or
amendment, and that the same shall require a two-thirds vote of the
members present to amend or adopt the same.”

Bro.. Murphy claims that the Lodge has no right to require a two-
thirds vote of the Lodge to repeal an action had by the Lodge relating
to its finances.

In connection with the appeal of Bro... Bryant vs. Lone
Tree Lodge, No. 36, a petition from sundry Masons was
now introduced, asking the Grand Lodge to reinstate the
appellant. The petition was referred to the Committee on
Grievances.
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The by-laws of Fidelity Lodge, No. 51, were referred to
the Committee on By-Laws from Chartered Lodges.

Bro.*. Long, chairman of the Committee on Credentials,
submitted for decision whether Solomon Lodge, No. 10,
could be represented by a proxy from Papillion Lodge, No.
39, stating that Solomon Lodge would otherwise be unrep-
resented. The Grand Master decided that, under section 4
of the Grand Lodge by-laws, Solomon Lodge could not be
80 represented.

On motion of Bro... Warren, amended by Bro.'. Adair,
the election of office-bearers was made the special order for
two o’clock to-morrow afternoon.

The M... W.-. Grand Master now announced the follow-
ing special committees on matters contained in his address
and the Grand Secretary’s report: —

On Custodian Districts— Bros.". DaNigr. H. WHEELER, WirLiaM H. Mor-
Rr1s, CHARLES A. HorLmEs, SAMUEL W. HAvEs, and WiLLiaM H. PALMER.

On Printing Proceedings — Bros.:. EDWIN F. WARREN, PETER SCHWENE,
and GUSTAVUS STEVENSON.

On Books and Blanks — Bros.". WirLiam H. Prart, THoMAS M. ABBOTT,
and Davip E. HumE.

O Visitations by Grand Secretary— Bros.. MARTIN DunEAM, JAMES E.
CrEAMER, and LEE P. GILLETTE.

The Grand Lodge was now called from labor to refresh-
ment until four o’clock this afternoon.

‘W EDNESDAY, 4:40 P. M.

The Grand Lodge resumed labor, Grand Master Welch
being in the East.

Bro.". Potwin submitted a query relative to the status of
a New York Mason who obtains his demit on his petition
to a Nebraska Lodge for admission, and who, after thus ob-
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taining the demit, fails to deposit it with the Nebraska
Lodge which has elected him to membership. The query
was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence.

Bro.:. Wilcox submitted a query relative to an attorney,
a Mason, who cballenged jurymen because they were Ma-
gons; which was also referred to the Committee on Juris-
prudence.

Past Grand Master Wheeler moved to amend the By-Laws
of the Grand Lodge as follows; which, being seconded by
five members, was laid over under the rules: —

Amend line 4 of section 10 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of Ne-
braska so it shall read : *“ For each initiation the sum of $4.00.”

Amend line 5 of section 10 of the By-Laws so it shall read: “For
each member the sum of seventy-five cents.”

Bro.'. Griggs, chairman of the Committee on By-Laws
made report recommending that charters be granted to cer-
tain Lodges under dispensation, and thap their respective
by-laws be app oved, the Lodges to hereafter be designated
as follows: —

Mosaic Lopgg, at Norfolk, Madison county ;
York Lobpgg, at York, York county ;

M. Moriar LobGE, at Syracuse, Otoe county ;
LeBaNoN LobpGg, at Columbus, Platte county ;
Wanoo LopgEg, at Wahoo, Saunders county ;

And also recommending that Thistle Lodge, U.:. D.-., be
continued under dispensation another year. The recom-
mendations of the committee were adopted, a proposition
to give Lebanon Lodge the number “8” of Columbus
Lodge, extinct, being not agreed to.

The same committee made the following report: —

To THE M.". W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —
Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations, to whom was re-
ferred that portion of the M.. W.. Grand Master’s address relative to
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the approval of by-laws by the Grand Lodge which are in conflict with
masonic law, by the erroneous recommendation of a former Committee
on Charters and Dispensations, would respectfully represent that, while
we deeply regret that such a mistake occurred, we would respectfully
state that no member of your present committee are in any way re-
sponsible for the same, as the same occurred before any member of your
present committee was a member of this Grand Body.
Respectfully submitted.

N. K. Grriaas, )

J. K. MARLL&Y,Jk Commitiee.

G. B. FRANCE,

Bro... Warren, for the special committee of which he is
chairman, made the following report, which was, on motion,
adopted : —

To TaEe M... W.:. GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE oF NEBRASKA : —

Your committee to whom was referred the recommendations and
suggestions of the Grand Secretary relative to condensing printing and
stereotyping of the proceedings of this Grand Body, and other matters,
having had the subjects under consideration, would respectfully report:

1. That we are of the opinion that the several reports of the Com-
mittees on Charters and Dispensations and on Accounts can be ma-
terially reduced in bulk, and the substances thereof stated in better
form than if printed in extenso; and we therefore recommend that the
Grand Secretary be authorized to condense the same into as brief a
space as possible and preserve the substance thereof; also, that the
same power be given him to curtail the reports of other committees
and the proceedings, preserving the substance thereof.

2. That we are opposed to condensing or omitting the report on
Foreign Correspondence, believing that in a well-written review of the
proceedings of sisler jurisdictions just credit may be reflected upon our-
gelves. We also are of opinion that such reports tend to promote fra-
ternal feeling and an interchange of fraternal courtesies between officers
and members of the various jurisdictions, and that if Nebraska can
hereafter secure the services of as efficient, able, and faithful commit-
tee as labored upon the report of 1874, we shall have no cause to regret
any comparison between our own and the reports of other states.

8. That, in our opinion, the lists of names of the members of the
several Lodges can be omitted from the printed reports without detri-
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ment, and with a material saving in expense, and we therefore recom-
mend that hereafter the Grand Secretary publish only the names and
numbers of the several Lodges, the time of the stated communications,
a list of the officers then serving, together with a statement of the nu-
merical strength of such Lodges.

4. That we are strongly in favor of continuing the stereotyping of
the proceedings of this Grand Body, believing that to our present effi-
cient Grand Secretary Nebraska is indebted for the neatest and most
finished proceedings issued on this continent.

5. That we approve of the suggestion of our Grand Secretary, that
the financial accounts of this Grand Lodge be carried to a ledger, in
in which the Grand Secretary shall exhibit a complete statement of the
accounts between the several Lodges and any of its officers with this
Grand Lodge, all moneys received and disbursed, and, generally, all
financial transactions; and we also recommend that a Committee on
Accounts be appointed near the close of each Annual Communication,
whose duty it shall be to thoroughly examine and audit the accounts of
our Secretary and Treasurer, and other officers, if any. And in order
that this suggestion may be carried out, we recommend that the Treas-
urer and Secretary, and other officers, if any, shall furnish to (the chair-
man of) such committee, for inspection, his accounts, books, and vouch-
ers at least ten days before each Annual Communication; also, that
such committee, or the chairman thereof, be allowed mileage and per
diem by this Grand Lodge, while engaged in such business.

E. F. WARREN,
P. ScEWENK,  Special Commiltee.
G. STEVENSON,

Bro... Wise moved the adoption of the amendment to
section 9 of the Grand Lodge By-Laws, proposed by Bro.-.
Warren at the last Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge [see pages 37 and 43 of the proceedings of *74].
Whereupon a general discussion of the subject ensued.

Past Grand Master Dunham moved that the matter be
laid over one year; which was not agreed to.

Bro.:. Warren moved the substitution of the following:
¢ Strike out all of section 9 of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge after the word ¢ Lodge,” in the second line thereof.”
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R... W.:. Bro... Thummel raised the point of order that
action must be taken on the proposed amendment verbatim,
as laid over from the last Annual Communication; which
was not sustained.

And, on motion of Bro... Warren, the whole matter was
referred to the Grand Treasurer, the Grand Secretary, and
the Committee on Accounts for consideration and recom-
mendation.

Bro.". Long, chairman of the Committee on Subordinate
Returns, made report relative to the vote of the Lodges on
the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the Grand
Lodge to be known as Article XIX., establishing a revenue
fund [see pages 11 and 47, proceedings of *74]. The report
showed that the proposed amendment was lost, there being
twenty-five (25) afirmative and twenty-seven (27) negative
votes thereon.

Bro.:. Platt, for the special committee of which he is
chairman, made the following report, which was adopted :—

To TEE M... W.". GRAND LoDGE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Books and Blanks beg leave to recommend that
so much of the report of R... W... Bro.". William R. Bowen, Grand Sec-
retary, as recommends that demit blanks, similar in style and design to
our diplomas, be furnished each Lodge at cost, be adopted, and that
their use by the constituent Lodges be enjoined by the Grand Lodge.

Wirriam H. Pratr,
TroMAS M. ABBOTT, } Special Commitiee.
Davip E. HuME,

The following report of the Committee on Ways and

Means was agreed to: —

To TeE M.. W.'. THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred that
portion of the Grand Secretary’s report relating to appropriations, beg
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leave to report that they have had the same under consideration, and
would recommend the adoption of the following resolution: —

Resolved, That appropriations be and are hereby made as follows: —

FOT INCIAENEAL EXPENBEB..c.ctrronstrrerrrarrrissecronasaarsosrssossnessnrasasensasssnnsssssssssasnessensorsserane $300
‘ stereotyped reprint 150
R chantertand oth erR DRI E e M L e oot iieserisonastasatasmanoabonss agabin sty 250
PSRRI 500 Los 00 oo Bt S s e B A L 100

T Bt oornonmo AT O T Y TP PTOII v e IS S SR B gL Sl $800

Respectfully submitted

Cuas. E. SuMNER, )
H C. Ribekr, r Commilttee.
8. L. F. WARD,

Whereupon the Grand Lodge was called to refreshment
until half-past eight o’clock to-morrow morning.

MORNING SESSION.

THURSDAY, June 24, 5875.

At ten o’clock the Grand Lodge was called to labor —the
M.-. W... Grand Master in the East, with officers and mem-
bers as hereinbefore recorded.

Bro. . Greentree, for the Committee on Grievances, made
the following report, which, on motion, was adopted : —

To THE M . W.". THE GRAND LoDGE OF NEBRASKA : —

We, your committee to whom were referred the several matters of
grievances, beg leave to report as follows ;: —

1st. In the appeal of Bro.. Murphy, of Plattsmouth Lodge, No. 6,
claiming that the Lodge has no right to require a two-thirds vote of the
Lodge to repeal an action had by the Lodge relating to its finances,
your committee, upon due consideration, have sustained the action of
the Lodge, and ask the approval of the M.". W.. the Grand Lodge.

2d. In the appeal of Bro.. Bryant, of Lone Tree Lodge, No. 36,
against the action of said Lodge in his trial and expulsion on sundry
charges and specifications, we, your committee, beg leave to report that,
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upon careful review and consideration of the evidence and proceedings
in the case, we are clearly of the opinion that Bro.. Bryant is guilty,
and recommend that the action of Lone Tree Lodge, No. 36, be approved
by this Grand Lodge.

3d. We, your committee, having had under consideration the action
of the M.". W.. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska in the
matter of Glenwood Lodge, No. 58, Iowa, versus Nebraska City Lodge,
No. 12, Nebraska, and also the matter of Capitol Lodge, No. 3, versus
Bro.". Bellows, of said Capitol Lodge, beg leave to report that we fully
sustain the action of the M... W... Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska therein, and respectfully ask you to approve the sama.

4th. We, your committee, to whom was referred the case of Lafayette
Lodge, No. 24, of Nebraska, versus Bro... Sheldon, beg leave to report
that we have examined the papers therein, and herewith return the
same without action, as it appears that no decision has ever been made
or sentence passed by the Lodge. We would further recommend that
Lafayette Lodge, No. 24, order a new trial, in order that the charges
may be sustained or the brother honorably acquitted.

Isaac GREENTREE,
F. J. HENDERSHOT,
W. E. Hiv,
Of the Committee on Grievances.

Bro... Griggs, chairman of the Committee on Charters
and Dispensations, made report recommending the issuance
of a charter to Melrose Lodge, U.-. D.-., at Melrose, Harlan
county ; which report was adopted.

Bro... Griggs also submitted the following report— the
motion for its adoption was thoroughly discussed, and was
not agreed to: —

To tae M.. W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations recommend the
adoption of the following resolution : —

Resolved, That the delegates from Lodges chartered at this meeting of
the Grand Lodge be permitted to vote, the same as if such Lodges had
been previously chartered.

N. K. Grigas, )
G. B. FRANCE,
J. K. MARLAY,

Commiitee on Charters
j and 1ispensations.
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The following invitation was received, and, on motion,
was accepted : —

LiNcoLN, June 24, 1876.
To THE GRAND MASTER AND MEMBERS oF THE GRAND LoDGE:—
The Warden and Inspectors of the Penitentiary extend an invitation
to your ancient and honorable body to visit the State Penitentiarv this
afternoon at one o’clock, returning at three, on a special train.

L. F. Wyman, Warden.
C. H. GouLp,
W. W. ABBEY, } Inspectors.

Bro... Morris, for the special committee on Custodian
Districts, made report. A motion to re-commit the report,
with instructions to modify the same so as to more nearly
carry out the recommendation of the Grand Master, was

lost; and the report was adopted, thus creating Custodian
Districte as follows, viz: —

DistricT No. I.— The counties of Dixon, Dakota, Burt, Washington,
Douglas, and Sarpy.

District No. II.—The counties of Dodge, Cuming, Wayne, Pierce,
Cedar, Stanton, Madison, Platte, Colfax, Polk, Butler, Antelope, and
Knox.

District No. III.— The counties of Merrick, Boone, Hall, Howard,
Greeley, Holt, Valley, Sherman, Buffalo, Kearny, Franklin, Phelps,
Harlan, Gosper, and Furnas, with the unorganized territory north and
west of said counties.

DistricT No. IV.—The counties of Lincoln, Keith, Cheyenne, Frontier
Red Willow, Dundy, Hitcheock, Chase, and the unorganized territory
north of said counties.

Districr No. V.—The counties of Saline, Gage, Jefferson, Thayer
Fillmore, York, Hamilton, Clay, Nuckols, Webster, and Adams.

DistricT No. VI.— The counties of Cass, Otoe, Lancaster, Saunders,
and Seward.

DistricT No. VII.—The counties of Nemaha, Johnson, Pawnee, and
Richardson.

Past Grand Master Furnas, for the Trustees of the Orphan
School Fund, submitted the following report, which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Accounts : —
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REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF ORPHAN SCHOOL FUND, JUNE lsT, 1875.

Amount due from Grand Lodge, as per report, June 1st, 1874............... $2,651 31
Interest on same to July 1st, 1874,, 21 26
$2,672 57
Less amount paid July 18t, 1874....c.c.ccccisiscrunsincirassonsasnsanersens 2,450 00
$ 222 57
Interest on same to June 1st, 1875 20 39
Due fund from Grand Lodge, June 1, 1875....ccccccmrrnmrenconmeeiannne $ 242 96
Amount on loan, as per report, June 1st, 1874 $ 730 00
Interest on same to June 1st, 1875....... 73 00
§ 803 00
Amount loaned, as per report June 1st, 1874 $1,661 60
Interest on same t0 August 15th, 1874......ccccsmsemseessennnssaressreraneasecs savesens 34 61
Amount loaned, as per report June 18t, 1874......cccmmmeerssssiscrsessancsanserees 1,082 77
Interest on same to August 7th, 1874............... 19 21
Amount loaned, as per report June 16t, 1874....cccccevrsssrssencissarassresnnnaenes 182 05
Interest on same to August 15th, 1874........ccevmrveeriromsnecriccenaenn 379
Amount on hand, as per report June 1, 1874 61 34
Amount paid by Grand Lodge July 1st, 1874........cccomrevrnereremernnencessiranne 2,450 Q0
Amount loaned October 17th, 1874 $5,506 65
Interest on same to June 18t, 1875...v000000u 458 80
——— 85,965 45
Total fund, June 1st, 1875 $7,011 41

RoBerTr W. FURNAS,

Danier H. WHEELER. } Trustees.

Bro.:. Gould submitted a report from the Committee on
Accounts, on which no action was taken at this time, it
being an approzimate statement of the financial condition of
the Grand Lodge.

Bro.. Warren, chairman of the special committee ap-
pointed at the last Annual Communication [see page 88,
proceedings of *74], made report recommending that, for
reasons given, no action be now taken relative to the loss
of the Grand Lodge funds in question.

Bro.:. Warren, for the Committee on Unfinished Business,
made the following report: —

To THE M... W.". GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEBRABEA : —

Your Committee on Unfinished Business would respectfully report:
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1. That the amendment to Section IX. of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge introduced by Bro.. Morris (page 31, proceedings of ’74), also
that of Bro.. Warren (page 87), require action at your hands.

2. Also a proposed new By-Law, to be known as Section XXVI
(page 11, proceedings of ’74), and the report of the Committee on J uris-
prudence (pages 47 to 50, proceedings of '74).

3. We also call attention to the unsatisfactory state of the difference
between Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, of Nebraska, and Noblesville Lodge,
No. 57, of Indiana (see page 63, proceedings of *74), in order that this
Grand Body may take such action as seems most fitting.

4. That we have learned from our Grand Secretary, who was ap-
pointed a committee of one to codify and arrange the By-Laws and de-
cisions, etc. (see page 88, proceedings of ’74), that he has been able to
accomplish nothing satisfactory, for the reason that there are two or
more Constitutions and drafts of By-Laws for this jurisdiction, adopted
at various times, with no repealing clause in either of them. We there-
fore recommend that the subject be re-committed to the Grand Secre-
tary, and that some action be taken at this session to avoid the trouble
likely to arise from the want of some repealing clause, etc.

5. That on page 93 we find a resolution relative to life assurance
under the auspices of this Grand Lodge, which may require attention
at this communication.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Committee on

J. E. CRAMER, (1 50ished Buginess.

E. F. WARREN, }
Lewis LEy,

The following report of the special committee appointed
at the last Annual Communication [see page 88, proceedings
of ’74], was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence :—

INn GraND Lobag, June 24, 75,
To TaE GRAND LODGE : —

As the committee appointed to codify the existing laws and regula-
tions of the Grand Lodge, your Secretary reports that, deeming it use-
less to half perform a duty, he is unable to make the desired report, be-
cause the Constitution and By-Laws last adopted contain no repealing
clause whatever of former enactments, and without such repealing
clause, it would be time wasted to attempt the work.
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Your Secretary would be glad to perform the work, believing that
the craft should know exactly what enactments are in force; and to this
end it is recommended that all Constitutions and By-Laws existing
kefore those acted on in 6872 be repealed, and that the committee be

continued, with such farther instructions as the Grand Lodge may
desire to give.
Fraternally,

Wu. R. Bowen, Committee.

The Grand Lecturer submitted reports as follows —so
much thereof as pertained to expenses was referred to the
Committee on Finance and Accounts: —

M.. W.. GRaAND MASTER AND BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LoDGE oF
NEBRASEA : —

In accordance with the requirements of the Grand Lodge, I submit
my report as Grand Lecturer : —

There were no Schools of Instruction held last winter, the Grand
Lodge having failed to provide for holding them.

I have been called upon to visit only five or six Lodges during the
year—those I visited, and conferred the degrees therein. They seemed
to be doing good work and square work.

Herewith is submitted the reports of the Custodians of the second
and fourth districts.

Woriav E. Hivy, Grand Lecturer.

NeBrasga City, June 1st, 1875.

W.. WiLniaM E. HiLr, Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge, A.. F.. & A..
M., Nebraska :—

DEAR BzoTHER : — In accordance with Article 2, Chapter VIII,, of the
By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, I herewith submit a report of my official
action for the past year: —

In October, 1874, in accordance with a previous request, T visited
Syracuse, Otoe county, Nebraska, for the purpose of meeting and exam-
ining the officers of a contemplated new Lodge to be located at the
above place ; and, after a full and satisfactory examination, I granted a
certificate for a dispensation to the following named brethren: J. H.
Young, W.. Master; J. W. Eaton, Senior Warden ; and D. A. Pound,
Junior Warden. After they received the dispensation, I visited them
aon two other occasions, and found them to be doing good work and
prospering well.
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In company with yourself, I also visited Palmyra, Lodge, in Otoe
county, and Peru Lodge, in Nemaha county. At each of these places
we meet a goodly number of the brethren, and conferred the M.". M.".
degree. I have also visited Nebraska City Lodge, No. 12, frequently, it
being the most convenient. Each of the above Lodges are doing fair
work, and appear to be in a prosperous condition.

I would have visited all the Lodges in this district, had I known in
time that no Schools of Instruction were to be held; but the year was
8o far advanced when 1 ascertained that there would be none held, that
I could not visit all the Lodges without injustice to myself.

Trusting that the above acts will meet with approval, I am,

Respectfully and fraternally yours,

MivtoN E. PINNEY,
Custodian Second District.

OmaHA, May 19th, 1875.

W.. WiLriam E. Hivy, Grand Lecturer of the Grand Lodge, A.. F=. & A..
M.., Nebraska :—

DeEAR Sir AND BroTHER:—In accordance with Article 2, Chapter
VIII, of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, I herewith submit a report
of my proceedings as Custodian : —

April 29th I visited Plum Creek and examined the proposed officers
for a Lodge U.. D.., and, after a thorough and satisfactory exam-
ination, granted a certificate to Bros.. Robert S. Hague, W... Master,
R. B. Peirce, Senior Warden, and Thomas G. Winsey, Junior Warden.

I next proceeded to Kearny Junction, to examine the proposed
officers for a Lodge U.'. D.",, but did not, as the brethren are thinking
of moving Gibbon Lodge to Kearny, and if that is done, a second Lodge
will not be needed. The matter will probably be presented at the next
session of the Grand Lodge.

Herewith find account of expenses: —

GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA, A, F'. & A M.,
To WiLLIAM B. WHARTON, Custodian, Dr.:
To visiting Plum Creek, as per report—

) S O e S T oocooo00000 000 T T T $23 00
2 days. x 4 00
$27 00

WiLriam B. WHARTON,
Custodian Fourth District,
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R.:. W.-. Bro.:. Wise submitted the following reports from
the committee on Foreign Correspondence, which were
adopted without dissent: —

To taE M.". W.'. THE GRAND L.oDGE OF NEBRASKA ;: —

Your Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was referred
g0 much of the M.". W.". Grand Master’s address as refers. to the Grand
Lodge of the Indian Territory, have had the same under consideration,
and beg leave to submit the following report : —

Your committee are not in possession of any facts, incidents, or pro-
ceedings connected with the organization of said Grand Lodge, nor any
evidence of the election of officers therein. Wherefore, your committee
offer the following resolution for adoption : —

Resolved, That, upon receipt of the proper evidence of the regularity
of the proceedings had in the organization of the said Grand Lodge, our
M.:. W.". Grand Master be authorized and requested to extend to her
our most fraternal recognition.

Regarding 8o much of the M.:. W.". Grand Master’s address as refers
to the M.", W.". the Grand Lodge of Wyoming, together with the certifi-
cate of the Grand Secretary of said Grand Lodge, setting forth the facts
connected with the organization thereof, your committee report that
they have given the same mature consideration, and offer the following
resolutions for adoption:—

Resolved, That it is with a sense of pride in the American Grand
Lodge system, that we recognize Wyoming as another link in the chain
of Grand Lodges.

Resolved, That we tender our most hearty recognition to this our
youngest sister, and that we take her by the hand and bid her God-
speed in the right.

With reference to the circular letter from the M.. W.. the Grand
Lodge of New Brunswick, conveying to this Grand Lodge notice of the
adoption of the following regulation by said Grand Lodge, to-wit:
“Any brother hailing from a Lodge beyond the jurisdiction of New
Brunswick, desiring to be received as a visitor in any Lodge within the
province, and who cannot be vouched for, shall, previous to undergoing
an examination, be required to produce a certificate from the Grand
Lodge to which he belongs; and if he cannot produce such certificate,
no examination shall take place, and he shall be refused admission ;”
your committee report that they have duly considered the same, and
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recommend that the brethren of our obedience take due notice thereof
and govern themselves accordingly.

Your committee to whom was referred so much of the M.:. W... Grand
Master’s address as refers to the request of the Grand Orient of Hungary
for recognition at the hands of this M.". W.". Grand Lodge, together with
a circular letter in reference to the reciprocal interchange of Grand
Representatives, have given the whole subject the most mature consid-
eration in the light of all the facts in their possession, and your com-
mittee therefore beg to submit the following conclusions: We are dis-
posed to believe, from the best information at our command, that the
Grand Orient under consideration is not a propagator, exclusively, of
Ancient Craft Masonry, but that other rites, of which this Grand Lodge
takes no cognizance, are interwoven or intimately associated therewith.
In view of these facts, and of the further fact that we are not satisfac-
torily apprised of the position assumed by said Grand Orient upon the
question of Grand Lodge Sovereignty, as set forth in the resolutions sub-
mitted by your committee at the session of 1874, and found on page 36
of the proceedings of said year, we are compelled, very regretfully, to
recommend that no formal recognition be extended to said Grand
Orient until such time as we may come into possession of facts showing
that our conclusions in the premises are not founded in truth.

Concerning the correspondence of our R.. W.. Grand Secretary rela-
tive to the masonic status of the rival Grand Orients of the empire of
Brazil, in pursuance of a resolution adopted by this Grand Lodge_in
1874, and found on page 69 of the printed proceedings of said year, your
committee report that they have thoroughly examined a report sub-
mitted to the Supreme Council of the 33d degree for the Southern Juris-
diction of the United States, by that illustrious Mason, Albert Pike, from
which we arrive at the following conclusions, to-wit: That the union
effected some time since between the two contending bodies in that
empire, has subsequently been broken —a number of Lodges of the
former Lavradio Body having seceded from the union and formed a
rival Grand Body. Bro.. Pike is disposed to recognize the United
Grand Orient as the legitimate masonic power, while Bro.". Drummond,
of the Northern Jurisdiction, is disposed to regard neither of the so-
called Grand Orients as entitled to masonic recognition. Hence, in
view of the uncertainty surrounding the history of both Grand Bodies
under consideration, and in view of the further fact that both are
Scottish Rite orders, of which we, as a body of Ancient Craft Masons
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solely, are presumed to know nothing, we recommend that no recogni-
tion be extended by this Grand Lodge to either of the bodies claiming
authority of the empire of Brazil, until such time as this Grand Lodge
shall be differently advised of masonic matters in that empire.

In conclusion, your Committee on Foreign Correspondence respect-
fully report progress upon the annual review of the proceedings of
sister Grand Lodges, and ask permission to submit the review to the
R.. W.. Grand Secretary, for publication with the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge.

J. N. WisE, for the Commiltee.

The order of the Grand Lodge that Masons from Michi-

gan be required to present diplomas before examination
and admittance, was continued.

Bro.'. Long, chairman of the Committee on Credentials,
made the following report: —
To reE M. W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Credentials beg leave to report that W.'. Phineas
D. Ballou is the duly accredited representative of the M... W.. the
Grand Lodge of Vermont near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska.

E. K. Loxg,
S. P. DavipsoN,
Of the Commiittee on Credentiuls.

Whereupon Bro... Ballou was introduced and received
with due honors.

Bro.:. Cain submitted the following query, on which the
Committee on Jurisprudence made an affirmative report,
which was sustained by the Grand Lodge: —

QUERY.— In case the Master and Wardens elect of any subordinate
Lodge should refuse or neglect to be installed, would such Lodge be en-
titled to representation in this Grand Lodge?

Past Grand Master Furnas submitted the following report
from the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was adopted :

To taE M.". W.:. THE GRAND LODGE oF NEBRASKA : —

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the inquiries
of Brothers Potwin and Wilcox, submit as follows: —
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Query by Bro.". George C. Potwin: —

“ What is the standing of a brother who, under existing laws of the
Grand Lodge of the state of New York, has petitioned for affiliation in
one of our subordinate Lodges previous to receiving his demit, and
after being elected, and receiving his demit on the same, fails to deposit
it with the Lodge electing him ?”

In reply to the above query of Bro... George C. Potwiu, considering
the mere paper or query presented, the committee decide that the
status of the brother is simply that of a demitted Mason. If it should
be made to appear that a fraud had been perpetrated in obtaining a
demit under false pretense, then the brother would be a proper subject
for masonic discipline; but there being no such charge, or even intima-
tion, the committee can arrive at no other conclusion than that an-
nounced. The facts in relation to demits and affiliation in the jurisdic-
tions of New York and Nebraska are these: New York grants no
demits except for the purpose of affiliation, and not until after the
applicant shall furnish a certificate of election in some other Lodge; in
Nebraska, the requirement in the matter of affiliation is that the demit
shall accompany the petition. Entertaining such a petition for affilia-
tion, or acting thereon, in Nebraska, is really irregular, to say the least.
Under all the circumstances, unless it shall be made to appear that
fraud was attempted or practised, there is no cause for complaint or the
exercise of masonic discipline.

In reply to the query of Bro.. M. W, Wilcox, the committee, judging
from the bare question as presented, see no cause for action on the part

of the Lodge.

RoBerr W. FURNAS,

DanieL H. WHEELER, | Committee on
Wirriam E. HiLw, Jurisprudence.
MARTIN DUNHAM,

A communication from V... W.:, Bro.*. Andrew J. Swarts,
Grand Chaplain, stating his inability to meet with the Grand
Lodge, was received and ordered filed.

On motion of Deputy Grand Master IHastings, it was
arranged that the annual oration be delivered in public
this evening.

And the Grand Lodge was called from labor until this
afternoon.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

THURSDAY, June 24, 5875.

On the return of the excursion of the members of the
Grand Lodge to the State Penitentiary, labor was resumed
at three o’clock, Grand Master Welch presiding.

Bro, . Long submitted the following report, which was
adopted : —

To THE M.’. W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASEKA:—

The Committee on Subordinate Returns beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing report of the work of the several Lodges under this jurisdiction
for the year ending May 31st, 1875, and the present status of the craft :

Number of Eptered Apprentices 00 Toll8.. e seeiiissrisessssessinnesiseasssosesnnna 098]
Number of Fellow Crafts on rolls........... 98
Number initiated... 227
NUDb e TaD AR CHMS ST & Svessvaesatitessso s iieetheas st eseasvest 313
Number of Master Masons June 1st, 1874........ 2,238 — 2,238
IR YE R KT b A oo o b A o o P Db ameo 202
INuUmberiadmitiedt Sim=m Tl N b, i T L. 323
Number reinstated ...coeeisiienisins 2
Number gained by error. 17
(GRIN ST - T
Number demitted 134
3R RO b B A e oo T T B P i T e o T P 14
Number suspended . 82
Number expelled....ccccceuririraiiceiiiccrcerernens 8
Number 108t DY €ITOT....c....covriveeerervnerarenisnens 5
BTV N Wl ST 8, b s | 5 S = 0 oA 243 — 243
Totaltgain ) s .8 " ST EIEME = I i ccearesboseonsasmssasdoots 321— 321
Present number 0f MAaster MASONS. .....ceimrscerersocsersosssesrestossnsasecsecsasnsecsesssessoscs 2,569
Grand Lodge Funds—
I SE  1000r7 2O P AIOO000000 I T o badsese ....$1,135 00
Dues 2,237 00
Arrears.., o 50 00
SR e o et MR a7 i o B b $3,422 00

All of which is respectfully submitted.
E. K. Long,
S. P. DAvIDSON,
Of the Committee on Subordinate Returns.
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Bro.. Wise submitted the following report from the

committee on By-Laws from Chartered Lodges, which was
adopted : —

To THE M.". W.. THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA:—

Your Committee on By-Laws from Chartered Lodges, to whom was
referred the By-Laws of Tekamah Lodge, No. 31, have carefully consid-
ered said By-Laws, and find them in strict conformity with masonic
law and usage, and we would therefore recommend that they be
approved by this Grand Lodge.

Your committee have carefully examined the By-Laws of Northern
Light Lodge, No. 41, and would recommend that Article V. of said By-
Laws be so amended as to strike out the words * without the consent of
a majority of the members present” Otherwise we find said By-Laws
in conformity with masonic law and usage, and would therefore recom-
mend that said By-Laws be approved by this Grand Lodge.

Your commiftee report regarding the proposed amendment to Section
5 of Article VII. of the By-Laws of Washington Lodge, No. 21, as follows:
‘We have carefully considered said proposed amendment, and find the
same in conflict with masonic law and usage, and therefore recommend
that said proposed amendment be not approved by this Grand Lodge.

Your committee have examined the By-Laws of Fidelity Lodge, No.
51, and submit the following report: We recommend that the latter
part of Section 3 of Article V. of said By-Laws, which reads as follows:
“ If the ballot be adverse to the candidate, the W.:. Master may declare
him rejected, but, at the request of any brother, a second ballot may be
ordered, after which, if still adverse to the applicant, the W.:. Master
shall declare him rejected,” be stricken out, as the same will admit of
too broad a construction. The subject is fully covered by Sectivns 3 and
4 of Article VII. Otherwise we find the By-Laws in accordance with
masonic law and usage, and recommend the approval thereof, with the

correction indicated.

J. N. WigE, L
D. E. HuME, Commuitiee.
GEORGE CROSS,

The Grand Lodge now proceeded to the election of office-
bearers for the ensuing masonic year. DBros.. Dunham,
Creamer, and Schwenk were appointed tellers, and, on bal-
loting, the following were chosen : —
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Bro.. ALrreD G. HasTiNgs, Grand Master;

Bro.”. George H. TEUMMEL, Deputy Grand Master;
Bro.. HiraM C. Riper, Grand Senior Warden ;
Bro... CEARLES F. GoopMAN, Grand Junior Warden ;
Bro.. JamMes W. Moorg, Grand Treasurer ;

Bro.. Wirriam R. BoweN, Grand Secretary.

On motion of Bro... Morris, it was ordered that twenty
dollars be refunded to Fidelity Lodge, No. 51, that sum
having been overpaid.

On motion of Past Grand Master Hill, Rule 2 of the
Grand Lodge rules and regulations for the government of
constituent Lodges was amended by inserting, after the
word ¢ brother,” in the second line thereof, the following:
¢ except in cases of newly chartered Lodges.”

As the result of several motions and amendments, it was
determined that the next Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge be held at Lincoln on the Tuesday o or pre-
ceding June 24th, 5876. On motion of Bro.". Thummel and
by unanimous consent, Section I. of the Grand Lodge By-
Laws was changed so that the hour tor meeting shall be two
P. M., instead of ten A. M.

Past Grand Master Hill submitted the following report
from the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was adopted:

To tTHE M.. W.'. THE GRAND LODGE OF NLEBRASKA : —

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the several
official decisions made by the M.. W.. the Grand Master during the
past year, have had the same under consideration, and would recom-
mend their approval by this Grand Lodge.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

MarTIN DUNHAM,

WiLriam E. Hiin, l Commiltee on
RoseErT W. FURNAS, I Jurisprudence.
Danier H. WHEELER, _
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The following report from the Committee on Jurispru-
dence, submitted by its chairman, Past Grand Master Dun-
ham, was adopted : —

To THE M.". W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the com-
munication of the R.:. W.'. Grand Secretary relative to codifying exist-
ing laws and regulations, are of the opinion that when an entire new
code of Constitution and By-Laws is adopted, a repealing clause is not
essential to cause the latter to supersede the former; and therefore
recommend the adoption of the following resolution : —

Resolved, That the committee appointed to codify existing laws and

regulations of the Grand Lodge be and are hereby instructed to omit
any standing resolutions or rules superseded by subsequent enactments.

MARTIN DuNEAM, l
Daxier H. WHEELER, | Committee on
Wirtniam E. Hivy, | Jurisprudence.
RoBErT W. FURNAS,

On motion of Bro.. Bowen, the following resolutions

were adopted : —
Resolved, That the appointment by the Grand Master of Bros.". W. B.
Wharton and Edward K. Valentine as Custodians, be approved.

Resolved, That the removal of Gibbon Lodge, No. 46, to the town of
Kearny, Buffalo county, be and is hereby approved.

The Grand Lodge was now called from labor to refresh-
ment, it being arranged that the annual oration would be
delivered in public this evening.

THURSDAY EVENING.

At half-past eight o’clock the Masons residing and so-
journing in Lincoln, with their families and friends, assem-
bled. W.-. Bro.. William H. Morris, Grand Orator, was
introduced, and delivered the following oration; after which
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the remainder of the evening was spent in banquetting and
social pleasures: —

ORATION.

MostT WoRSHIPFUL GRAND MASTER, OFFICERS, AND BRETHREN : —

Once again has the revolving wheel of time brought us together, to
attend to the important duties of our several stations—again are we
found in our places —and as the pot of incense is an emblem of a pure
heart, as it glows with feérvent heat, so should our hearts continually
glow with gratitude to the Great and Beneficent Anthor of our exist-
ence for the manifold blessings we enjoy.

“In the beginning Gob created the HeEAavENs and the Earth. And the
Earth was without form and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters —
and Gop said let there be LigaT: and there was Licar.” In the words
of another: Bright and beautiful beyond comparison was the rising of
-the sun on that day, when the morning stars sang together, and all the
sons of God shouted for joy. A wild enthusiasm of holy and happy
feeling pervaded the vast creation. The Great Artificer of all things,
well pleased with His own creations, pronounced them good. He
smiled upon the world, and it was glad. All things, animate and inan-
imate, reflected back to the Giver their satisfaction. Sun vied with
star; angel with man; and tree, shrub, flower, warbling bird, singing
waterfall, dripping rock, mountain’s misty top, and all created things,
struggling for precedence, in native melody of undissembled joy seemed
to express gratitude to Him who had blessed them so wisely and so well.
Man walked superior amid the glad creation, upright and God-like —
upright, because pure and holy; God-like, because made in the image
of his God, and because commissioned in his sphere to exercise some
of the attributes of the deity. All things upon earth were beneath his
feet, and subject to his control. A perfect being, he stood before his
Maker, and in louder and more melodious notes than the tallest arch-
angel, who with lays of love had chanted his master’s praise, he praised
his Friend, his ¥Father, and his God.

Another morning came with dawning blush, and the sun rose feebly
out of the east with clouded face, and looked upon a dismal world.
Since his last setting the trail of evil and sorrow, of anguish and
despair, had passed over the fair face of nature, and sin and woe were,
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with nervous rapidity, hurrying in quick march, scattering desolation
where before all was peace and happiness, High above might be seen
the form of Wrath, with countenance severe and brow begirt with
storm, his right arm with living thunder clad, and prepared to take
vengeance upon the transgressors.

A voice is heard, of mingled pity and command —

Spare, spare, for a time, a ransom shall be found.

Hope, Sorrow, and Repentance came down to earth to struggle with
Sin, Guilt, and Woe. Mercy, weeping her tears of pity for man’s sad
fate, blotted out the dark marks of the Recording Angel’s pen ere the
record was made. The deadly battle now begins. Man, dejected, sad,
woe-begone, walks the earth, despised of himself. He is the stake for
which fierce contention is now made. Avarice, Ambition, Lust, Envy,
Fear, and Hate drag him from the past, and with syren songs delude
by promise of future joy. On the other hand, Hope, like a tender
mother, ever watchful, points to the fair fields beyond the sin; and
Faith, with sweet instruction, calls attention to the voice that stayed
the arm of Wrath when about to smite, and says: Through me you
shall be justified, and regain what your transgression lost. Three
pisters are we before you— Faith, Hope, and Charity. Follow our
guidance, and fear no danger. Man wisely accepts the proffered aid.
Now, just audible to a listening and attentive ear — soft, fading, dying,
and indistinct, like a gentle strain produced by, and yet not being on,
the chords of a harp, upon which sighs the gentle south wind of a calm
summer’s evening — is heard the same strains that were given by crea-
tion’s orchestra upon the primeval morn.

God threw his bow athwart the sky. Beneath its arch stood Farrm,
Horg, and CEARITY: before them, man, to receive his first lessons in
the arts of life, his first instruction in science, and, under the divine
guidance, to found an institution, through which, by which, and in
which, until SEILOE shall come, man may grope his dark and gloomy
way through time to a happy eternity. How great the occasion; how
august the event; what momentous results hang upon the hour. Me-
thinks I see Hope, with beaming countenance and eye of light, address-
ing man with words of generous encouragement: Look up, look high.
Let not your mighty powers be cramped by servility, sordid policy,
ignorance, indolence, or fear. All nature is in your hand. The winds,
the rolling waves, the elements themselves, all proclaim aloud for what
you were created. The divine energy itself is within you. God made
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you to be great, like Himself, beneficent, and active. Receive for your-
selves, and transmit to those who shall come after you, three grand
principles of belief — Faith in God, Hope in immortality, and Charity
with all mankind; of these you are to be the guardians and promul-
gators. Your charter is divine; your field, the world; your reward, if
your mission be well performed, an eternal seat in a celestial mansion
— 3 house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

Man, with resolution strong, bows himself to the work before him.
Hope encouragingly points the way; Faith makes strong his heart ;
and as he commences the ascent to the realms of light and purity, of
high resolves and noble purpose, Charity skillfully throws her mantle
over him, covering his deficiencies even from himself.

It may seem that I am claiming too high antiquity, and too remote a
starting point, for the foundation of the institution of which I am to
speak. But History bears us back many centuries on Time’s ladder:
we easily climb, century by century, beyond Noah and the flood; and
tradition, like the glimmering of a light from some cottage on one of
our broad prairies of a dark night, though feeble, shines, and quite dis-
tinctly marks the path, taking us back almost to the period when Time
sprang a living thing from the womb of Eternity. This institution thus
formed, ever attacked and never vanquished, is a perpetual miracle, and
a shining testimony of the immortality of its principles. Amidst the
varivus agitation of human affairs, she maintains herself erect and tri-
umphant with an invisible power, so that we can without interruption
trace her back, more or less distinctly, and find her united to the
prophets and patriarchs.

This is not to be wondered at. Secrets almost divine, and principles
worthy of perpetuation, were deposited with our ancient brethren, and
have been preserved and handed down to us with unexampled reli-
giousness. For » noble purpose she came into being. The preservation
and perpetuation of the doctrine of the resurrection of the body and the
immortality of the soul, alone entitle her to all praise, respect, and love.
And that political doctrine of liberty to man, and man’s equality, has
always been nursed in her bosom with a vestal’s care. Masonry should
have no regard to race or color. True, Masonry is an institution of cere-
monies; every point, part, and secret which it contains is hedged about
with forms that preserve it from deteroriation among ourselves, and
from prying eyes of the uninitiated. Masons are much attached to the
ceremonial observances of their order —they have high authority for
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their use, outside their own organization. The ordinances of the Jew-
ish Church were very elaborate, and Saint Paul gave a sharp reproof to
the Corinthians, and through them to the Christians of our day, when
he said, “Let all things be done decently, and in order” — ceremoni-
ously.

And now, Most Worshipful Sir, since our lagt communication solemn
and sad tidings have again alarmed our “ outer door.” Summonses have
been received from our Grand Master by many of our craft. Here we
pause to reflect upon the solemn event which translates from among us
our brothers. How forcibly are we reminded that the cradle and the
coffin stand in juxtaposition to each other; that we are continually say-
ing, Life is short, and yet acting as if it were never to end. How often
have we been called upon to assemble among the habitations of the
dead, and to behold the “narrow house appointed for all living”
There we find that peace which the world cannot give, and in which
peace sleep the unnumbered dead. The gentle breeze may fan their
verdant covering, they heed it not; the sunshine and storm pass over
them, they are not disturbed. Indeed, man has always been prone to
draw a bright future in the frost-work of Hope on the glass of Time,
but Death knuckles the pane—and where are we? Then, to the mem-
ory of those who have departed from among us let us drop the silent
tear of regret, that it may water the flower of remembrance, and keep
their memory ever green in our hearts, ever remembering that death is
robbed of its sting if our lives, at the setting, reflect back the bright
colors of a well spent life, and remembering, also, to emulate that char-
acter whose passage through this life has gilded every page with exam-
ple. So let us live, that it may not be said of us that —

& time, that should have enriched the mind,
Neglected, left a weary waste behind ;"

but, clinging to the teachings of our loved order, ever mindful that of

Faith, Hope, and Charity, Charity is the greatest: for Faith may be lost
in sight; Hope ends in fruition; but Charity extends beyond the grave,
through the boundless realms of eternity; so that when the chilling
breath of Death shall sigh around us, we may welcome him as a kind
messenger, sent to translate us from this imperfect to that all-perfect,
glorious, and celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the
Universe presides.

These solemn thoughts were sad indeed, were it not for the evergreen,
which creates in us the Hope of immortality, and for our Faith that we
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shall all meet in the celestial Lodge above, a united brotherhood, under
the protecting love and guidance of our Grand Master— entering there,
where the weary are at rest, and the sorrowing cease to mourn, by the
benefit of the pass of a well spent life —there to enjoy the beatified
pleasure of having been deemed worthy and well qualified.

Masonry has at all times, and in all ages, commanded the respect or
excited the hatred of the powerful and the contemptible, in the same
measure as they themselves were desirous of doing good or were bent
on doing evil. In a reflecting mind will naturally arise the query,
‘What is this institution, so traduced, yet so ardently loved? Masonry
i8 an institution of signs and symbols, It has its ornaments, furniture,
and jewels, each pointing a moral in such a way as to rouse the natural
feelings of homage to the deity into activity, induce solemnity of char-
acter, devotion of purpose, and veneration of holiness. Some have sup-
posed it to be an institution for the sole purpose of benevolence —to
vigit the sick and relieve the distressed. It is amiable and praise-
worthy to do this, and we realize that in doing this we possess a pleas-
ure which angels cannot enjoy, and which they might almost envy man
the possession of; but if this were its sole purpose, it had long since
ceased to exist.

Masonry is cosmopolitan. This is verified by the reputed extent of
the Lodge, represented by the universe, and is warranted upon inquiry
into the nature of the institution, as it has been ready to make a free
application of its principles to every inhabitant of the globe, whatever
be his country, religion, or education, provided he was free born and
believed in the existence of God. The lectures of Masonry teach that
the universe is the temple of the deity whom we serve. Wisdom,
strength, and beauty are about His throne, as the pillars of His work —
for His wisdom is infinite, His strength is omnipotent, and beauty
shines forth through all creation in symmetry and order. He hath
stretched forth the heavens as a canopy, and the earth He planted as a
foot-stool: the canopy of His temple is no less than the starry-decked
heavens; the sun and moon are messengers of His will, and all His law
are concord.

Looking, then, down the centuries of the past, we find that India, the
cradle of the human race, the mother of philosophy and science, had
her colossal monuments—the time of their erection unrecorded; Egypt,
her pyramids—history tells not of their erection; the ancient structures
of Yucatan — the story of when these by busy hands were raised, mag-
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nificent and beautiful, is not on record. These structures, so widely
separated, on different continents, with no apparent communication,
justifiy the belief that knowledge was as attainable then as now. Shall
we look to these wonderful evidences of human skill as the beginning
of man’s knowledge and science? Approach them; and these monu-
mental foot-prints point thitherwards, solemnly saying: Go, go back-
ward! When we were yet in our youth, the wonder of an admiring
people, we were without the outer edge of the circle —the center is far
from here. So we drift backward, until lost in the dim and dusky dark-
ness of the past.

Undoubtedly, then, the early instructors of the human race believed
that it was impossible for the mass of mankind, the ignorant and illit-
erate, to perceive the truths of science, religion, and philosophy, except
when represented by material symbols. They therefore instituted such
symbols for that purpose, and, in consequence, two forms of religion
and philosophy began to prevail — the one for the multitude, who per-
ceived nothing beyond the exterior objects or symbols; the other for
the learned, who perceived in the symbols but the emblem of the moral
truth, or natural effect, of which the symbol was but the type. And so,
as the mind of the student in the school of science and philosophy was
enriched by the light it could grasp, he was further advanced, until the
last and highest grade was reached, and then the traditional truths and
secrets were imparted to him ; and they were strictly enjoined to trans-
mit them, as received, to those that should follow them, being found
worthy and well qualified to receive them. And so these traditionary
and divine truths of the resurrection of the body and the immortality
of the soul have come to us, handed down the past ages by true, tried,
and worthy brothers.

The fact of the existence of the same science and knowledge in differ-
ent countries, and its use in the erection of such magnificent structures,
that to-day challenge our wonder and admiration, compels the conclu-
sion that these arts, similarly used, were handed down from generation
to generation in some extraordinary manner, by an organization of men
bound in no ordinary way for their preservation.

These mysteries, passing through Moses to the Egyptians, were after-
wards disseminated among the Greeks and Romans, and among the lat-
ter introduced, in part, into the College of Builders, instituted by Numa
Pompilius, about the year 715 B. C. These colleges at first were re-
ligious societies, as well as fraternities of artisans; and after the work
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of the day they convened in their respective Lodges and determined
the distribution and execution of the work upon such edifices as they
were constructing. They had many privileges, among them the exclu-
sive right of constructing the temples and public monuments, were free
from all contributions to city or state, and had their own judiciary.
These Lodges met in wooden buildings erected for that purpose, adjoin-
ing their edifice in course of construction ; and here were initiated the
new members into the secret and particular mysteries of their art. The
initiates were divided into three classes — apprentices, companions (or
fellow workmen), and masters —and they engaged themselves by oath
to afford each other succor and assistance. At first the initiates appear
to have been confined to two degrees, and the ritual and ceremonies
limited to, 1st, some religious ceremonies; 2d, imparting to the initiate
a knowledge of the duties and obligations imposed upon him; 3d, to
explaining certain signs and symbols; the workmen, or fellow crafts,
being further carefully instructed in the use of the level and square,
the mallet and chisel. To become a master, it seems the elected had to
undergo a severe and searching examination of his qualifications, his
knowledge of art, and his moral principles.

These colleges of artisans, especially those who excelled in ability to
execute civil and religious, naval and hydraulic architecture, at first
extended from Rome into Venice and Lombardy, and afterwards into
France, Belgium, and Britain. A great number of these colleges fol-
lowed the Roman legions; they drew the plans of entrenched camps,
laid out roads, bridges, and the like. They were composed of learned
and studious men, and where the Roman arms were victorious, they
carried there the arts and sciences, and in this way contributed largely
to the Roman power. Many of these corporations were sent to Britain
by the Emperor Claude in the year 43, to aid the Romans against the
incursions of the Scots. Before their arrival there were to be found
neither towns nor villages, and wherever entrenched camps were estab-
lished the masonic corporations erected cities of greater or less import-
ance. Itis thus that York, celebrated in the history of Freemasonry,
became one of the first that acquired importance and elevation to the
rank of a Roman city. These corporations were accorded many
and great privileges and became very powerful, and, after varying
for times, the death of Constance and the succession of Constantine
gave new impetus to the building of religious edifices, and the
masonic ¢ rporation again assumed great importance. They erected
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many fine edifices, some of which are yet monuments of their skill.
About the years 835 to 870, nearly all the convents, churches, and mon-
asteries were destroyed, during the invasion of the Danes, and with
them the records and ancient documents of the Lodges, which had
been preserved in the convents. About 926, King Athelstane, who de-
gired to bave rebuilt the churches, directed his adopted son Edwin, who
had been taught the science of architecture, to assemble in the city of
York all the Lodges scattered throughout the country, that they might
re-constitute themselves according to their ancient laws. This done, he
confirmed to them all the privileges they had had, which had been
taken away from them during the reigns of previous monarchs, and
the king presented to the assembled Masons the constitution, which is
called the “ Charter of York.”

In those days it was customary to dedicate and consecrate to some
saint every erection intended for the worship of God; and with like
idea, and not to conflict with the dominant clergy, Masons were obliged
to give their celebration a name not calculated to give offense. Conse-
quently they chose St. John the Baptist, because his feast fell on the
24th of June. This day had always been celebrated by the Masons from
the foundation of their fraternity, as the period of the year when the
sun, having obtained its height, was the beauty and glory of summer.

After this period masonic fraternities met with much opposition, and
were constrained to admit into their order men r.ot practical workmen,
but men of rank and station, in order to preserve their privileges—
hence came Accepted Masons. Yet, notwithstanding the aid and favors

" received from many in power and of great irfluence, Masonry decreased
to such an extent that in 1703 there were but four Lodges in the city of
L6ndon, and they knew of no others throughout Great Britain. In fact,
says history, with the completion of St. Paul’s Cathedral the city of
London was considered rebuilt, and the occupation of operative Masons
seemed to have been brought to a close. Hence the Lodge of St. Paul,
so named because the Masons engaged in its erection held their Lodge
in a building located in the church-yard, passed this important resolu-
tion, to give Masonry some of its former importance and to preserve
the secret mysteries of the order intact :—

“ Resolved, That the privileges of Masonry shall no longer be confined
to operative Masons, but be free to men of all professions, provided
they are regularly approved and initiated into the fraternity.”
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This decision changed the face of the society, and transformed it into
what we find to-day. This met with much opposition, which required
years to overcome, and from no source a more determined opposition
than from Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of the city of London.
But, in the words of another: *“If Freemasonry has ceased to erect
tewaples, if it no longer exhibits itself in the elevation of spires and tur-
rets as points from which eyes may be directed and hopes ascend toward
a better and happier world, it has not less continued its work of moral
and intellectual culture. In all time it has exercised a powerful and
happy influence upon social progress; and if to-day, instead of holding
itself at the head of all secular societies, it is receiving unjust censure
in some countries, it is owing to the destruction of that uniformity and
oneness of purpose which constituted its fundamental recommendation,
and this destruction is due to the innovations introduced by ambitious
and designing men, for motives of personal influence and advancement,
and in defiance of their solemn asservations that it was not in the power
of its membership to introduce innovations into the body of Masonry.
But even here it has shown the immortality of its spirit; that excellent
spirit, which its earliest teaching engenders and subsequent culture
fosters, is ever exhibited in a fraternal regard’for each other, when the
brethren meet in their popular assembly, and there lay aside all con-
tention, save that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can
best work and best agree.

The time has passed when Masonry needed a defense; yet there are
those who think it sounds large and is popular to condemn, rather than
give to any person or institution their just meed of praise. When hear-
ing their discontented snarls, I am reminded that in naval architecture
the rudder is first fitted in, then the ballast is put on board, and last of
all, the cargo and sails. It is far otherwise in the fitting up and form-
ing of these men. They are lauched into life with the cargo of their
faculties aboard, and all the sails of their passions and prejudices set;
but it is the long and painful task of their lives to acquire the ballast of
experience and to form the rudder of reason; hencs it frequently hap-
pens that their frail vessel is shipwrecked before they have laid in the
necessary quantity of ballast, or that they have been so long in com-
pleting the rudder that the vessel has become too crazy to benefit by its
application. But ’t were the part of wisdom to give ready and attentive
ear to criticism, and if aught be said that we feel to be true, correct the
error in ourselves, that we may not provoke like criticism again ; but if
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an unmerited slander be hurled at us, our best answer is our daily life.
That unworthy persons gain admission into our order for idle or selfish
purposes, is true; true, likewise, they kneel at the sacramental table,
and even mount the steps of the pulpit. Yet this affords no justification
for railing at religion, or for condemning the ministry; but it admon-
ishes us to guard well our outer doors against the approach of such per-
sons; and to our erring brother we should whisper good counsel, and
warn him of his approaching danger. That we fail in this most essen-
tial duty, is also true. For one reason and another, which we strive to
argue to ourselves is sufficient, we omit doing that which had we done,
perchance one who was tottering to his fall would have been rescued,
to be an ornament to our institution and a blessing to himself. Our
duty, then, should be performed, not coldly, but with a genial, hearty
desire to fully perform our duty. We should not fail to tenderly re-
mind the straying one of his fault, wearying not that an inattentive ear
gives little heed to the golden words of brotherly advice, but, still try-
ing, endeavor to aid his reformation ; for —
“There’s never a garden growing
With roses in every plot,
There’s never a heart so hardened
But it has one tender spot—
We have only to pursue the border

To find the forget-me-not.”

Finally, Freemasonry of to-day is that universal morality that attaches
itself to the inhabitants of all climes—to the men of every worship.
The morality which Freemasonry teaches is unchanging, and more ex-
tended and universal than any that is taught, for Masonry sees nothing
in those who differ with her but brothers. Freemasonry decries error
and flees from it, yet neither hates nor persecutes. In fine, the real
object of this association may be summed up in these words: To efface
from among men the prejudices of caste, the conventional distinctions
of origin, opinion, nationality; to annihilate fanaticism and supersti-
tion; to extirpate national discord, and with it extinguish the fire-brand
of war —in a word, to arrive, by free and pacific progress, at one form-
ula or model of eternal and universal right, according to which each in-
dividual human being shall be free to develop every faculty with which
he may be endowed, and to concur heartily and with all the fullness of
his strength in the bestowment of happiness upon all; and thus to
make of the whole human race one family of brothers, united by affec-
tion, wisdom, and labor.
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Slowly and painfully does the highest condition of human knowledge
accomplish its great revolution around the glittering axis of truth. The
march is long, and since it began nations and peoples have lived and
died ; but truth, now robed but in its symbol, shall appear in all the
splendor of its brilliant nudity. Truth’s torch itself shall then enlighten
the world, the doctrine that has just been announced shall become the
religion of all the peoples of the earth, and then, and not till then, will
be realized that sublime ideal now mysteriously hidden in the symbol
of Freemasonry.

And now—

“Good night, good night, and joy be with you all;
May sickness never blight, nor poverty;
May slanderous breath your spirits ne’er appall;
May no untoward eccident befall;
But all things prosperous and happy be;
May morning suns rise on you fresh and bright.
Dear friends, good night.

MORNING SESSION.

Fripay, June 25, 5875.

The Grand Lodge was called to labor by Grand Master
Welch at a little after eight o’clock.

Bro.:. Thummel submitted the following report, which,
on motion, was concurred in: —

To The M.". W.". THE GRAND LoDGE oF NEBRASKA : —

On behalf of the committee appointed by this Grand Lodge, as re-
ferred to by the Committee on Unfinished Business, and recorded on
pages 93 and 94 of the proceedings of 1874, I have the pleasure of an-
nouncing that said committee have fully and carefully considered the
matter of the assurance association for the benefit of the Master Masons
of Nebraska, and would respectfully report that they have, after due
deliberation, adopted the accompanying code of by-laws, and, under
the laws of the state of Nebraska, have duly and legally incorporated
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the association as required by law, and have, under the said incorpora-
tion, elected the following board of directors, viz: Robert W. Furnas,
Harry P. Deuel, James W. Moore, Samuel W. Hayes, George H. Thum-
mel, Daniel H. Wheeler, David E. Hume, Alfred G. Hastings, and Wil-
liam E. Hill. Herewith is a copy of the form of application which will
be required of applicants for assurance. On behalf of your committee,
I respectfully ask the approval and endorsement of this Grand Lodge.

GEorGE H. THUMMEL,
On behalf of the Commilttee.

Bros... Chadduck, Northcutt, and White were now ex-
cused from further attendance.

On motion of Past Grand Master Hill, and by unanimous
consent, it was

Resolved, That paragraph 2 of Section 8 of the By-laws of the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska be amended by inserting in the sixth line, after the
word “ mile,” the words “one way ;” so as to read as follows: “ That the
Custodian shall receive mileage at the rate of ten cents per mile one way
travelled,” ete.

Past Grand Master Hill was now excused from further
-attendance.

The following invitation was received —it being deter-
mined that the Grand Lodge would close its labors this
morning, the communication was referred to Bros.-. Bowen,
Pinney, and Griggs for consideration: —

Lincorn, June 25, 1875,
To Tue M.. W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA : —

Your honorable body is most cordially invited to attend the closing
exercises of the graduating class of Lincoln High School, this evening,
at Hallo’s Opera House. Your known zeal in the cause of popular edu-
cation emboldens me to extend this invitation.

Fraternally yours,
W. W. W. JoNEs,

Superintendent City Schools.
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The committee on Pay Roll submitted their report,
which was adopted, and the pay roll was transmitted to
the Grand Treasurer for his action.

On motion of Bro.-. Griggs, it was

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge ar2 due, and are
hereby extended, to W.. Bro... William H. Morris, Grand Orator, for
his very instructive and eloquent address; and,

Resolved, That he be requested to furnish a copy of the same to the
R.. W.'. Grand Secretary, for publication with the proceedings of this
Grand Body.

Bro... Enlow presented the following report from the
committee on Accounts, which was adopted : —

In GraND Lobgg, June 25, 1875,
To TaE M.". W.". THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA :—

Your Committee on Accounts desire to report : —

That we haye examined the statement ot the Grand Secretary’s ex-
penditures under the several appropriations of last year, and find the
same correct. Out of $950.00 appropriated, $591.50 has been expended.

We recommend an order be drawn in favor of the Grand Master,
M... W.. Bro.. Frank Welch, for the sum of $48.15, being the amount of
his expenditures during the year.

‘We recommend an order be drawn in favor of Bro.". J. N. Wise for
$3.50, for expressage on proofs of his report on Foreign Correspondence.

We recommend an order be drawn in favor of Bro.. W. B. Wharton,
Custodian, for $27.00, being his expenses while travelling on duty.

We have examined the report of the Trustees of the Orphan School
Fund, and find that the same agrees with the report made at the last
Annual Communication, except that the board has made an over-
payment of $11.28, which the board should adjust by re-payment to
themselves out of funds which may come into their hands.

‘We bave examined the Grand Secretary’s statement of funds received
by him during the year, amounting to $3,664.75, which sum has been

paid over to the Grand Treasurer.
Wirniam H. PratT,
Or1ver M. ENLow,
Of the Committee on Accounts.
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On motion of Bro.,, Griggs, it was

Resolved, That the Lodges in this jurisdiction be recommended to
change their By-Laws so as to require no fee for affiliation,

The amendment to Section IX. of the Grand Lodge By-
Laws, offered by Bro... Warren on Tuesday afternoon, was
now taken up, discussed, and, on the question of its adop-
tion, was not agreed to.

Bro... Morris offered the following as a substitute for
Section IX. of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, as printed
with the proceedings of 1872, which was adopted ; viz: —

“ Each subordinate Lodge is required to be represented at the stated
communications of the Grand Lodge. Such representatives as shall be
present shall be paid, out of the funds of the Grand Lodge, six cents
per mile [for every mile] travelled going to the Grand Lodge, to be esti-
mated by the most direct and travolled route, and one dollar and fifty
cents per each day’s attendence. Also, that no representative, delegate,
or proxy who leaves said Grand Lodge before it is closed, shall receive
any compensation for his transit or attendance, unless he be excused
by the Grand Lodge.

On motion, the proposed amendments to Sections I. and
IL of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, proposed at the last
Annuval Communication (see pages 14 and 15, and 49 and
50, proceedings of ’74), were adopted.

The matter at variance between Noblesville Lodge, No.
57, of Indiana, and Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, of Nebraska,
was discussed.

Bro.-. Morris offered the following resolution : —

Resolved, That the R.. W.. Grand Secretary be instructed to draw a
warrant on the Grand Treasurer for the sum of eighty-three dollars
{$83), to pay the funeral and burial expenses of Bro.". J. Greathouse, of
Noblesville Lodge, of Indiana. The Grand Lodge of Nebraska, rather
than sever the fraternal relations that should exist between sister
bodies, donates the above sum to Lincoln Lodge, No. 19, to pay the
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expenses of the last rites of Bro.". J. Greathouse, of Noblesville Lodge,
of Indiana.

And, on motion of Past Grand Master Dunham, further
consideration of the matter was deferred until the next An-
nual Communiecation.

On motion of Bro.:. Grenell, it was

Resolved, That the M.". W.". Grand Lodge of Nebraska tender their
thanks to the ladies of Elector Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star
for their generous and bounteous banquet; and to the Lodges located
in Lincoln, for the kind and fraternal greeting extended to the members
of the M.". W... Grand Lodge of Nebraska during its present communi-
cation ; and to the Inspectors and Wardens of the penitentiary, for the
civilities extended to the members of this Grand Body ; and to the sev-
eral railroad companies, for the courtesies extended to this Grand Lodge
during its present session.

On motion of Bro.:. Enlow, the sum of ten dollars was
voted to the Grand Tiler, with thanks for his fraternal
attentions during the session.

The committee on Charity submitted the following re-
port, which was adopted : —

To Tar M.. W.. tar GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEBRASKA :—

Your Committee on Charity desire to offer the following resolution,
and recommend its adoption : —

Resolved, That to Brigadier General E. O. C. Ord, United States Army,
and the army under his command, be and are herepny extended the
thanks of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons, for the sustaining care extended to the sufiering Masons of
Nebraska during the past year.

WiLLiaM A. DEUEL, 4
WirLiam H. PALMER, ogozn'}::';‘tftee
PETER SCHWENK, Y.

The Grand Treasurer’s statement of expenses ($6.00) was
submitted by that officer, and was referred to the commit-
tee on Accounts.
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Bro.:. Deuel was now excused from further attendance.

Bro.". Wise submitted a query relative to Masons holding
diplomas issued by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts;
which was referred to the cominittee on Jurisprudence.

Bro.". Gould, chairman of the committee on Accounts,
made report recommending that an order be drawn in favor
of the Grand Treasurer for $6.00, expenses incurred.

The Grand Master announced the following office-bearers,
which, on motion, were confirmed by the Grand Lodge;
viz:—

Bro... Ricrarp BureE, Grand Chaplain ;

Bro... James Lairp, Grand Orator; :

Bro.. WirriaM E. Hiin, Grand Lecturer;

Bro.. Verosco V. LeoNarp, Grand Marshal ;

Bro.. Newron R. Persincer, Grand Senior Deacon
Bro.:. JamEes A. TuLieys, Grand Junior Deacon ;
Bro... Joux McCLELLAND, Grand Tiler.

Whereupon Past Grand Master Wheeler, assisted by
Bro... Edward K. Valentine as Marshal, proceeded to obli-
gate and install the elected and appointed office-bearers,*
excepting Bro.". Hastings, and Bro.-. Laird not present.

The financial report of the Grand Treasurer was received,
and referred to the committee on Accounts.

The representatives of Washington Lodge, No. 21, were
excused from further attendance.

Bro.:. Valentine offered the following resolution : —

Resolved, That the M.". W.-. Grand Master be and he is hereby author-
ized to appoint a Deputy Grand Master for each of the seven Custodian
Districts, on whom shall devolve the duty of answering such minor
questions as may be asked of them, or referred to them by the Grand
Master or the Grand Lodge, and that such District Deputy Grand Mas-
ters be entitled to seats and one vote each while holding such position
as District Deputy Grand Master.

g *(1131'0.'. Alfred G. Hastings was installed as Grand Master after the closing of the Grand
odge.
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The Grand Secretary raised the point of order that the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge could not be amended by
a resolution, as proposed ; that Arti¢cle XIIL of the Consti-
tution specified how amendments and alterations might be
made. He also objected to the proposed modification of
Article V. of the Constitution, on the ground that the
naming of certain officers of the Grand Lodge is an exclu-
sion of all others not named (“expressio unius est exclusio
alterius”). The point of order was not sustained; and, on
motion, the resolution submitted by Bro.-. Valentine was
adopted.

The Grand Master announced Past Grand Masters Fur-
nas, Deuel, and Wheeler as Trustees of the Orphan School
Fund. Past Grand Master Wheeler declined the office,
and Past Grand Master Hill was appointed in his stead.
On motion, the appointments were confirmed by the Grand
Lodge.

Bro... Gould, chairman of the committee on Accounts,
made report on the financial statement of the Grand Treas-
urer; which was adopted, subject to correction—the Grand
Lodge being about to close.

On motion, the Grand Master was authorized to approve
the bonds of the Grand Treasurer and the Trustees of the
Orphan School Fund.

Whereupon the Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

FRANK WELCH,
Grand Master.

Grand Secretary.
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA
NEAR OTHER GRAND LODGES.

GRAND LODGE. REPRESENTATIVE. ADDRESS. Date of Appointment.
Alabama.........cccccene. Palmer J. Pillans............ MG BlCE e May 31, 1870...........
British Columbisa......| Robert P. Rithet, L April 20, 1874.. .,
California..... .| William A. Davies... .| Stockton ........ o aaes June 3, 1873.. 3
Canada.. .} Rohert Ramsay.. ! Orilla, ONtario.....| e iceeeevnennnens 3
Colorado Henry M. Teller. .| Central City.... April 20, 1874.. ;
Delaware... .| Daniel McClintock.. .| Wilmington.. December 11, 1869...

District of Columbia..
Georgia -
Tlinnis,,
Indiana.
Towa...

Ireland..
Kansass...
Kentucky.
Louisiana.,

Missouri....
New Bruns
New Jersey..
New York.,
Nova Scotia..
North Carolins..
Ohio....ceeemnsnen
South Carolina..
Tennessee.

‘Washington Terrlt’y-:
West Virginia.

.| Joseph E, Wells

.| Martin H, Rice

.| L. D. Cromninger........

..| George Frazrer...
..{ James B. Batchelor..
..} Robert Gwynun...
.| R. 8. Bruns.....

.| B. F. Martin....

John H. Russell....

.| Washington....

Macon

John M. Palmer....

William E. Woodward..
George Chatterton....
Edward D. Hillyer..

Augustin B, Seger.

.} Covington..............

September 22, 1869..

September 22, 1869..

Indianapolis.

Burlington

Grasshopper Falls..

New Orleans

Edward P. Burnham

.| Saco

September 22, 1869..
June 1, 1871 3

William J. Wroth..
Abraham T. Mete:
J. E. Finch.....
George Frank s
William Wedderburn
Charles Bechtel....,
George W. Harris,.

Baltimore..

James O’Connor.
Thomas E. Cloheey..
James Biles....

Wisconsin......

~|'Al G. Chamberiain .

.| Turnwater ..

Salt Lake City.

.| January1, 1873...

September 22, 18

November 3, 1875...
June 3, 1873.. X
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REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND LODGES NEAR THE
GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA.

GRAND LODGE.

REPRESENTATIVE.

ADDRESS.

Dateof Appointment.

Delaware...
District of G
Georgia...

.| Harry P. Deuel
.| Robert W. Furnas.
JJ. N. Wise....
.| J. N. Wise.
.| N. 8. Harding..
.| Daniel H. Wheeler..

Robert C. Jordan............

Missouri J. N. Wise
Mississippi J. M. Burks.
INevadarai s Loy James R. Reed.....ccceerienn

New Brunswick.
New Jersey..
New York....
North Carolina..
Nova Scotia..

.| Edwin A, Allen

.| Robert R. L1v1ngston
.| Robert W. Furnas...
.| Charles F. Catlin,.

.| Dakota City..

.| Plattsmounth.
.| Plattsmouth.
.| Nebraska City.
.| Plattsmouth....

Nebraska City........

Grand Island..
Plattsmouth.

Lincoln.....

.| May 12, 1874.
20, 187

5 Decemberl
.| September 18 1869..
.| September 15, 1869..
.| September 2, 1872..
.| September 8, 1869..
.| March 15, 1872...

L September 14, 1870..
.| October 25, 1869......
.| December l, 1869....
.| January 3, 1870......

.| August 17, 1869.
.| December 31, 1869...

) September 20, 1869'.
.] June 10, 1871
5 September 10, 1869

Oct A
.| June 24, 1869...
.{ December b, 18’

September 22, 1869..

February 14, 1870...
September 22 1869..
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LIST OF GRAND LODGES, AND THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF GRAND SECRETARIES.

GR.

AND LODGE. GRAND SECRETARY. ADDRESS.
Alabama............. 2 e ) Daniel Sayre Montgomery
Arkansas Luke E. Barber.. .| Little Rock..

British Columbia
California

Canada...

Colerada..

Florida

..| Coote M. Chambers.

Georgia.
Idaho....
Illinois .

Indiana...
Indian Territory....

Iowa

..|J. E. Blackshear...

Kansas,

Kentucky...
Louisiana...

Maine

Manitoba....
Maryland ...
Massachusetts...

../ Rufus P. Jones

~{James C. Batchelor, M.D

.|John H Bell..
.| Charles H. Titus

Alex, G. Abell

Jos.eph K. Whee

..| Victoria...
..{8an Franeisco.
.. Hamilton, Ontario
..| Georgetown ...

Hartiord

Mark W. BaileY...ccmeeeeneen
William S. Hayes

Canton .....
Wilmingto:

.| William R. Singleton.......cc...

De Witt C. Dawkins

Washington ........... .
Jacksonville

O. H. Purdy..
John F. Burrill.
John M. Bramwell,

Theodore 8. Parvin

.| Silver City
Springfleld ..

-| Tows. Gity

Indianapolis..
Caddo.....cceevnnns

John H. Brown....

Ira Berry

Jacob H. Medmry

..{ Leavenworth.

Louisville....
New Orleans.
Portland......
Winnepeg
Baltimore .
Boston

Michigan Foster Pratt Kalamazoo..
Minnesota... A. T. C. Pilerson ..|8t. Panl
Mlssmnpp .}J. L. Power Jackson
Missouri.. George Frank Gouley. St. Louis
Montana Cornelius Hedges. Helena
Nebraska William R. Bowe Omaha,
Nevada.... John C. Currie... Virginia
New Brun: W. F. Bunting. St. Johns
New Hampshire. John A, Harris,
New Jersey. Joseph H. Hough Trenton
New York... James M, Austin New York
North Carolina, Donald W. Bain.......ccccceennnnun Raleigh
Nova Scotia .| Benjamin Curren Halifax

hio John D. Caldwell.......... R Cincinnatl ...oiviiene oseeeee oo
Oregon R. P. Earhart...... Salem
Pennsylvania John Thampson,. Philadelphia....

Prince Edward’s Islan

Rhode Island.
South Carolina,
Tennessee

Texas

Virginia

‘Washington Territory.....

‘West Virginia...........
‘Wisconsin

...| Edwin Baker...
..| Charles Inglesby

Wyoming

..]John K. Jeffrey...

B. Wilson Higgs...
John H. Isaacson.

John Frizzell
George H. Bringhnrst

.| Charleston..

Charlottetown ..
Montreal.....
Providence.

Nashville.,.
Houston

Christopher Diehl..
Henry Clark..
John Dove.....

QOdell 8. Long..
John W. Woodh

...| Burlington.
..{Richmond..

Salt Lake City.

Olympia.
\\'hqu;] in
Milwauke

Cheyenne




RETURNS OF LODGES

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 31, A", L', 5875,

Showing the times of Regular Meetings ; the Lodge Seals that
have been APPROVED; and the Officers.

NEBRASKA LODGE, NO. 1, BELLEVUE, SARPY COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Tuesday evenings on or preceding the full moon.
SEAL.—A Mason's apron, bearing the square and compasses.
OFFICERS.

William Robinson, Master. Enos L. Martin, Senior Deacon.
William F. Martin, Senior Warden. William Hogeboom, Junior Deacon
Frank E. Caldwell, Junior Warden. Joseph M. Whitted, Senior Steward
James E. Campbell, Treasurer. Luke P. Colvin, Junior Steward.
Stephen D. Bangs, Secretary. Jacob Slothouer, Tiler.

WESTERN STAR LODGE, NO. 2, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE
COUNTY.
REGULAR MEETING.—Friday on or before the full moon.

SEAL.—A star (rayed) above the Book of Constitutions guarded by the Tiler's sword;
motto, ‘“Lux esto.”

OFFICERS.

M. E. Pinney, Master. J. C. Watson, Secretary.

E. F. Thorpe, Senior Warden. T. 8. Jones, Senior Deacon.

E. F. Warren, Junior Warden. G. W. Mumford, Junior Deacon.
W. E. Hill, Treasurer. R. C. Elvin, Chaplain.

James Reed, Tiler.
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CAPITOL LODGE, NO. 3, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—The first Monday evening in each calendar month.

SEAL.—The square and compasses radiant, enclosing the letter *G,” and surmounted
by a small six-pointed star.

OFFICERS.

David E. Hume, Master.

William W. Roberts, Senior Warden.

Seth T. Cole, Senior Deacon.
Charles H. Ogburn, Junior Deacon.

Stephen K. Jackson, Junior Warden. Parley M. Hartson, Senior Steward

Byron Reed, Treasurer.
William R. Bowen, Secretary.

Richard J. Sharp, Junior Steward.
William J. Mount, Tiler.

NEMAHA VALLEY LODGE, NO. 4, BROWNVILLE, NEMAHA
COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Third Thursday of each month.

OFYICERS.

Geo. W. Bratton, Master.

Wm. H. McInich, Senior Warden.
Jeremiah Marlatte, Junior Warden.
Matthew A. Handley, Treasurer.

John Blake, Secretary.

Wm. T. Rogers, Senior Deacon,
Thos. L. Jones, Junior Deacon.
A. D. Marsh, Tiler.

OMADI LODGE, NO. 5, DAKOTA CITY, DAKOTA COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Saturday on or before full moon.

OFFICERS.

John P. Bayha, Master.

Alex. H. Baker, Senior Warden.
Wm, Adair, Junior Warden,
John P. Eckhart, Treasurer.

‘Wm. C. McBeath, Secretary.

Geo. W. Wilkinson, Senior Deacon.

Thos. L. Griffey, Junior Deacon,
Sylvanus Hardin, Tiler.

PLATTSMOUTH LODGE, NO. 6, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Monday evenings of each month.

OFFICERS.

Francis E. White, Master.

Frank Stadter, Senior Warden.
Clarence W, King, Junior Warden.
Elbert T. Duke, Treasurer.

Julius Pepperberg, Secretary.

Rudolph Heisel, Senior Deacon.
John Beverege, Junior Deacon.

Fred. Stadelmann, Senior Steward.

Albert Despain, Junior Steward.
James Pailing, Tiler.
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FALLS CITY LODGE, NO. 9, FALLS CITY, RICHARDSON
COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING,—Saturday evening on or after each full moon.
OFFICERS.

James R. Cain, Master. Leonidas M. May, Secretary.
George H. Pearson, Senior Warden. Isham Reavis, Senior Deacon.
James (Jameron, Junior Warden. Chas. H. Rickards, Junior Deacon.
Robert A. Wherry, Treasurer. Frederick Giese, Tiler.

SOLOMON LODGE, NO. 10, FORT CALHOUN, WASHINGTON
COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Tuesdays of each month.

OFFICERS.

Elam Clark, Master. F. J. Clark, Secretary.

Chas. Lawrence, Senior Warden. Rice Arnold, Senior Deacon.
J. B. Kuony, Junior Warden. Allen Craig, Junior Deacon.
Jesse Murphy, Treasurer. Henry Schutt, Tiler.

COVERT LODGE, NO. 11, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY,

REGULAR MEETING.—Second Wednesday evening of each month.

SEAL—The Mosaic pavement,
OFFICERS.

Isaac Greentree, -Master. John Steffen, Senior Deacon.
Christian Hartman, Senior Warden. Jeremiah H.Damon, Jun’rDeacon.
Washington I. Baker, Jun’r Warden. Geo. H. Peterson, Senior Steward,
James 8. Gibson, Treasurer. H. H. Hill, Junior Steward.

James S. France, Secretary. David L. Marrs, Tiler.

NEBRASKA CITY LODGE, NO. 12, NEBRASKA CITY, OTOE
COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Tuesday on or before the full moon in each month.

OFFICERS.

James W. Chadduck, Master. William C. Willman, Secretary.
Robert M. Hill, Senior Warden. David R. Thompson, Senior Deacon
James B. Northcutt, Junior Warden. John Y. Gant, Junior Deacon.
William F McBride, Treasurer. James V. Willman, Tiler.
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ORIENT LODGE, NO. 13, RULO, RICHARDSON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Monday on or before the full moon.

OFFICERS.

Abram P. Forney, Master. David Randolph, Secretary.
Tyler C. Hoyt, Senior Warden. George Bowker, Senior Deacon.
Isaac H. Jones, Junior Warden. John Poteete, Junior Deacon.
Jacob Shaff, Treasurer. C. M. Roberts, Tiler.

PERU LODGE, NO. 14, PERU, NEMAHA COUNTY.
REGULAR MEETING.—Wednesday evening on or before the full moon in each month.
OFFICERS.

Daniel C. Cole, Master. Benjamin W. Knott, Secretary.
John H. F. Scott, Senior Warden. John H. Miller, Senior Deacon.
Thomas S. Horn, Junior Warden. Orsa P. Root, Jnnior Deacon.
John W, Swan, Treasurer. Enos Griggs, Tiler.

FREMONT LODGE, NO. 15, FREMONT, DODGE COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—First Tuesday in each calendar month.

S8EAL.—The three principal columns, with square, plumb, and level leaning against

the bases.

OFFICERS.
J. H. Crabbs, Master. Carl A. Fried, Senior Deacon.
Wm, H. Munger, Senior Warden.  John W.Twamley, Junior Deacon.
James H. Moe, Junior Warden. L. B. Smith, Senior Steward.
Ferd. Jenewein, Treasurer. E. M. Collins, Junior Steward.
John V. N. Biles, Secretary. Cornelius Driscoll, Tiler.

EUREKA LODGE, NO. 16, ARAGO, RICHARDSON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Friday evening on or before each full moon.

SEAL—The 47th problem of Euclid, bearing thereon the square and compasses.

OFFICERS.
William R. Cain, Master. C. D. Gentry, Secretary.
E. E. Mettz, Senior Warden. C. L. Mettz, Senior Deacon.

Chas. F. Walther, Junior Warden.  James T. Kinzer, Junior Deacon.
Joseph Pritchard, Treasurer. Robert J. Gentry, Tiler.
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TECUMSEH LODGE, NO. 17, TECUMSEH, JOHNSON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—First Saturday evening in each month.

OFFICERS.

Samuel P. Davidson, Master.

M. V. B. Easterday, Senior Warden.
‘Wm. R. Spicknall, Junior Warden.
Joseph W. Buffum, Treasurer.
Cornelius Woodley, Secretary.

Virgil D. Metcalfe, Senior Deacon.
Alfred Storm, Junior Deacon.
Sidney L. F. Ward, Senior Steward.
George G. Gere, Junior Steward.
Corkins Hays, Tiler.

ASHIPAND LODGE, NO. 18, ASHLAND, SAUNDERS COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Second Fridey of each month.

OFFICERS.

George H. Bascom, Master.
Charles N. Folsom, Senior Warden.
David J. Selden, Junior Warden.
Charles Thompson, Treasarer.
John Simington, Secretery.

Abel B. Fuller, Senior Deacon.
George Hatch, Junior Deacon.
Isaac L. Simington, Senior Steward.
Caleb A. Miller, Junior Steward.
David Wingood, Tiler.

LINCOLN LODGE, NO. 19, LINCOLN, LANCASTER COUNTY.

REGJLAR MEETING.—First Tuesday in each month.

BEAL.—The square arJd compasses between two columns: beneath them two right hands:

OFFICERS.

Charles H. Goald. Master.
Rolland H. O4kley, Senior Warden.
S. 8. Royce, Junior Warden.

C. M. Leighton, Treasurer.

Alfred C. Cass, Secretary.

O. M. Druse, Senior Deacon.
Julian J. Deck, Junior Deacon.
James McConnel, Senior Steward.
Albert M. Davis, Junior Steward.
John McLellan, Tiler.

ROCK BLUFF LODGE, NO. 20, ROCK BLUFF, CASS COUNTY.

SeAL—The Book of Constitutions bearing the square and compasses.
REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Wednesdays of each month.

OFFICERS.

William H. Smith, Master.

David Ross, Senior Warden.

Silas C. Patterson, Junior Warden.
James A. Walker, Treasurer.

G. W. Shrader, Secretary.

Howard Allen, Senior Deacon.
Samuel F. Taggart, Junior Deacon.
Robert H. Fitch, Senior Steward.
Robert Story, Junior Steward.
Michael Archer, Tiler.
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WASHINGTON LODGE, NO. 21, BLAIR, WASHINGTON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—Second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

OFFICERS,

W. H. Palmer, Master.

Jesse T. Davis, Senior Warden.
Henry Newell, Junior Warden.
William D. Haller, Treasurer.
William Miller, Secretary.

Nathan Carter, Senior Deacon.
Richard Albery, Junior Deacon.
Felix R. Davis, Senior Steward.
Jacob Launsbery, Junior Steward.
John Ellerbrook, Tiler.

MACOY LODGE, NO. 22, PLATTSMOUTH, CASS COUNTY.

REGULAR MERTINGS.—First and third Fridays of each month.

SEAL—On a shield argent, two bars seble between six martlets of the last, three, two, and
one; crest, a talbot’'s head or; motto, “Foréis in Arduis.”

OFFICERS,

Velosco V. Leonard, Master.
Alonzo Cunningham, Sen’r Warden.
Robert Ballance, Junior Warden.
William Wintersteen, Treasurer.

J. Newton Wise, Secretary.

Fugene B. Lewis, Senior Deacon.

Rasmus Pederson, Junior Deacon.
Arthur C. White, Senior Steward.
William R. Darrah, Junior Steward
George Hanson, Liler.

PAWNEE LODGE, NO. 23, PAWNEE CITY, PAWNEE COUNTY.

REQULAR MEETING.—Tuesday preceding each full moon.

OFFICERS,

J. L. Edwards, Master.

A. H. Babeock, Senior Warden.
Uriah Sullivan, Junior Warden.
J. W. Manning, Treasurer.

LAFAYETTE LODGE, NO. 24,

J. 8. Davenport, Secretary.
Jucob Fulton, Senior Deacon.
E. W, Bullard, Junior Deacon.
W. C. Lane, Tiler.

GRANT, NEMAHA COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Satnrday on or before the full moon.

OFFI{'ERS.

James M. Conger, Master.

James S. Robbins, Senior Warden.
George W. Smith, Junior Warden.
Ransom J. W. Ford, Treasurer.

William R. York, Secretary.
Washington Robb, Senior Deacon.
Ennis L. Lester, Junior Deacon.
James Kennedy, Tiler.
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ST. JOHN’S LODGE, NO. 25, OMAHA, DOUGLAS COUNTY.

REQULAR MEETING.~—First Thursday of each month.

SBAL.~A gquartre-foil, bearing, 1st, an eagle; 2d, location of Lodge, with star; 3d, date of
charter: 4th, a certain point within a circle, and a star, embordered by two par-
allel lines, with the Book of Constitutions resting thereon; within all, the square

and compasses.

OFFICERS,

James C. Mailer, Master.

D. O. Clark, Senior Warden.

Chas. P. Needham, Junior Warden.
Edward Johnston, Treasurer.

E. E. French, Secretary.
John G. Taylor, Senior Deacon.

J. M. Thurston, Junior Deacon.
Thomas Nolan, Senior Steward.

A. J. Kauffman, Tiler.

BEATRICE LODGE, NO. 26, BEATRICE, GAGE COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Saturday evenings of every month.
SEAL.~—The letter “G;"” motto, *Faith, Hope, Charity.”

OFFICERS.

Oliver M. Enlow, Master.

Hiram P. Webb, Senior Warden.
Chas. B. Palmer, Junior Warden.
Samuel C. Smith, Treasurer.
George V. Ayres, Secretary.

Nathan K. Griggs, Senior Deacon.
Andrew J. Pethoud, Junior Deacon
Joseph R. Kidd, Senior Steward.
Thos. C. Parker, Junior Steward.
Larkin R. Bethel, Tiler.

JORDAN LODGE, NO. 27, WEST POINT, CUMING COUNTY.
REGULAR MEETINGs.—Second and fourth Tuesdays of each month,

OFFICERS.

Z. A. Crowell, Master.

Peter Schwenk, Senior Warden.
H. A. Willoghs, Junior Warden.
Jerome Vostrovsky, Treasurer.
William E. Krause, Secrofary.

Edgar N. Sweet, Senior Deacon.
Austin Perry, Junior Deacon.
Nathan H. Shaw, Senior Steward.
Moses Herner, Junior Steward.
Dona Falk, Tiler.

HOPE LODGE, NO. 29, HTILLSDALL, NEMAHA COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Saturday on or hefore the full moon in each month.

OFFICERS,

John P. King, Master.

Vanness Griffin, Senior Warden.
John Culp, Junior Warden.
Richard P. Thompson, Treasurer.
Ethan Griffin, Secretary.

Leroy E. Palmer, Senior Deacon.
A. P. Thompson, Junior Deacon.
James Parker, Senior Steward.
H. C. Fitzgerald, Junior Steward.
Jesse P. Cardy, Tiler,




R e

R L Chans Ml

e e ARt

68 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [ Lincoln,

BLUE RIVER LODGE, NO. 30, MILFORD, SEWARD COUNTY,

REGULAR MEETING.—Thursday on or before the full moon in each month.

OFFICERS.

Peter J. Goodrich, Master. Richard Dine, Senior Deacon.
Geo. B. France, Senior Warden. C. D. Hooker, Junior Deacon.
J. L. Davison, Junior Warden. H. A. Brisbin, Senior Steward.
Abram Courtwright, Treasurer. 8. H. Biggs, Junior Steward.
John B. Ira, Secretary. Elisha Courtwright, Tiler.

TEKAMAH LODGE, NO. 31, TEKAMAH, BURT COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—On the first Wednesday evening of each month.

OFFICERS.

M. R. Hopewell, Master. W. L. Pierce, Senior Deacon.

H, V. B. Gibson, Senior Warden. John Driscoll, Junior Deacen.
A.T. Conkling, Junior Warden. A. E. Morehouse, Senior Steward.
Isaac Gibson, Treasurer. John L. Wilson, Junior Deacon.
Franklin Force, Secretary. C. K. Conger, Tiler.

PLATTE VALLEY LODGE, NO. 32, NORTH PLATTE, LINCOLN
COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Second Tuesday of each month.
OFFICERS.

Charles McDonald, Master, Anthony Ries, Secretary.

ASHLAR LODGE, NO. 33, GRAND ISLAND, HALL COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETIEG.—Second Thursday of each month.
SeAL.—The letter “G.”

OFFICERS.

William A. Deuel, Master. Charles L. Howell, Secretary.
William H. Platt, Senior Warden.  Bishop B. Kelley, Senior Deacon.
Samnel W. Smith, Junior Warden. Claus Obermiller, Junior Deacon.
Ludwig Engel, Treasurer. Henry P. Makeley, Tiler.




June, 1875.] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 69

ACACIA LODGE, NO. 34, SCHUYLER, COLFAX COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—First and third Thursday evenings of each month.
SEAL—A sprig of acacia.

OFFICERS.
Chas. E. Sumner, Master. Wm. H. Sumner, Senior Deacon.
Homer Holcomb, Senior Warden. Jas. C. McKenzie, Junior Deacon.
Dugald S. Hunt, Junior Warden. Jas. W. Munroe, Senior Steward.

Elon E. Greenman, Treasurer. John J. Riley, Junior Steward.
ohn W. Brown, Secretary. Frank Faulkner, Tiler.

FAIRBURY LODGE, NO. 35, FAIRBURY, JEFFERSON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Mondays of each month.
SEAL.—A virgin weeping over a broken column; on left a tree.

OFFICERS,
George Cross, Master. " J.C. Houghton, Senior Deacon.
F. A. Morey, Senior Warden. J. H. Smith, Junior Deacon.
Robert Christian, Junior Warden.  Alex. Benedict, Senior Steward.
A. W. Showalter, Treasurer. C. F. Litsinger, Junior Steward.
8. G. Thomas, Secretary. E. A. Littlefield, Tiler.

LONE TREE LODGE, NO. 36, LONE TREE, MERRICK COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Saturdays in each month.
SeAL—The square and compasses, over a tree growing.

OFFICERS.
Newton R. Persinger, Master. M. A. Goff, Secretary.

Bell E. Berryman, Senior Warden. J. B. White, Senior Deacon.
James Sullivan, Junior Warden. James Dunnevan, Junior Deacon.
James Viregg, Treasurer. L. B. Willoughby, Tiler.

CRETE LODGE, NO. 37, CRETE, SALINE COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—The first Friday of each month.
SeAL~—The All-seeing eye, radiant, above a lamb.

OFFICERS.
Hiram C. Rider, Master. Rufus L. Cornwell, Senior Deacon,
Wm. H. Morris, Senior Warden. Chas. J. Bowlby, Junior Deacon.
Myron Willsie, Junior Warden. J. T. Holland, Senior Steward.
Wm. T. Buchanan, Treasurer. C. A. Caldwell, Junior Steward.

Horace M. Wells, Secretary. C. 8. Beers, Tiler.
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OLIVER LODGE, NO. 38, SEWARD, SEWARD COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Saturday evening on or before full moon in each month.
SeaL.—The All-seeing eye, radiant, above a slipper surrounded by cable-tow.

OFFICERS.
Theophilus L. Norval, Master. 8. H. Marshall, Senior Deacon.
G. J. Richmond, Senior Warden. Wm. Clemmons, Junior Deacon.
John C. Sullivan, Junior Warden. Robert Rowbotham, Chaplain.
Lloyd G. Johns, Treagurer. Samuel Stevenson, Senior Steward.
Joseph W. Dupin, Secretary. Thomas Corr, Junior Steward.

Stephen D. Paddock, Tiler.

PAPILLION LODGE, NO. 39, PAPILLION, SARRPY COUNTY.

ReGULAR MEETING.—Baturday cveuning on or before each full moon.
SEAL.—A level, crossed by a square, centre to centre — erect.

OFFICERS.

H. R. Platt, Master. Charles Duby, Senior Deacon.
8. Cotner, Senior Warden. A. B. Andrus, Junior Deacon.
@G. C. Potwin, Junior Warden. A. R. Kennedy, Senior Steward.
D. @, Carpenter, Treasurer. 8. B. Knapp, Junior Steward.

J. A. Stephens, Secretary. G. F. Woolf, Tiler.

HUMBOLDT LODGE, NO. 40, HUMBOLDT, RICHARDSON
COUNTY,

RBGULAR MEETING.—Thursday on or before the full moon in each month.

OFFICERS.

Jacob Babcock, Master. William W, Turk, Senior Deacon.
Henry A. Scott, Senior Warden. Charles E. Nims, Junior Deacon.
Ulrich Lionberger, Junior Warden. 8. M. Hillebert, Senior S8teward.
Edward P. Tinker, Treasurer. William N. Nims, Junior S8teward.
Edgar 8, Norton, Secretary. Christian Rist, Tiler.

NORTHERN LIGHT LODGE, NO. 41, STANTON, STANTON
COUNTY.

RBGULAR MEETING.—Wednesday ¢vening on or befole the full of the moon.
SpaL—The All-seeing eye, radiant, sbove the Book of Constitutions guarded by the

er's styord.
OFFICERS.
C. M. Densmore, Master. J. H. Darling, Secretary.
A. C. Tomer, Senior Warden. J. J. Hopper, Senior Deacon.
A. R. Pray, Junior Warden. E. G. Wells, Junior Deacon.

Julius Poessnicker, Treasurer. P. L. Starlipper, Tiler.
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JUNIATA LODGE, NO. 42, JUNIATA, ADAMS COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Monday on or before the full moon.

OFFICERS.

Wm. L. Van Alstyne, Master.
Nathan Platt, Senior Warden.
George Wolcott, Junior Warden.
Henry R. Savery, Treasurer.
Walter McMillan, Secretary.

Ira G. Dillon, Senior Deacon.
Jas. B. McCleery, Junior Deacon.
B. E. Swift, Senior Steward.
John M. Myer, Junior Steward.
Andrew Clute, Tiler.

HEBRON LODGE, NO. 43, HEBRON, THAYER COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—First and third Saturdays of each month.

OFFICERS.

Edward S. Past, Master.

William P. Wilson, Senior Warden.

John Slover, Junior Warden.
William J. Green, Treasurer.
William J. Hanna, Secretary.

John W. Hughes, Senior Deacon.
Fred. E. Roper, Junior Deacon.
A. B. Grannis, Senior Steward.

P. Burton Gentry, Junior Steward.
Erasmus M. Correll, Tiler.

HARVARD RODGE, NO. 44, HARVARD, CLAY COUNTY.

RBGULAR MEETING.—Tuesday cvening on or before the full of the moon
in each month,

OFFICERS.

Frank M. Davis, Master.

Wm. J. Turner, Senior Warden.

Chas. D. Moore, Junior Warden.
Orlo W. Birmingham, Treasurer.
George W. Howard, Secretary.

Levi B. Munger, Senior Deacon.
Wm. A. Farmer, Junior Deacon.
C. P. Gardner, Senior Steward.
Samuel C. Sloat, Junior Steward
Edward P. Davison, Tiler.

PALMYRA LODGE, NO. 45, PALMYRA, OTOE COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Wednesday on or before the full moon in cach month,

SEAL—A shicld guarterly of four, bearing in first quarter a royal crown, in second
guarter the cross and crescent, in third quarter a palm tree, and in fourth

quarter tho jewel of the Grand Master.

For crest, an All-sceing eye, radiant

OFFICERS.

William D. Page, Master.

‘William S, White, Senior Warden.
Samuel S. Beely, Junior Warden.
Isaac N. Foster, Treasurer.

Augustus Waddington, Secretary.
J. Oscar Moore, Senior Deacon.
John T. Acott, Junior Deacon.
Joseph Rudge, Tiler.
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GIBBON LODGE, NO. 46, GIBBON, BUFFALO COUNTY.

REGULAR M=ZETING.—Saturday on or bufore the full moon of every month.

SeAL—A shield, bearing an hour-glass partly surrounded on right by a scythe; for
crest, a winged globe.

OFFICERS.

Christopher Putnam, Master.
Frank 8. Trew, Senior Warden.
Simon C. Ayer, Junior Warden.
B. F. Sammons, Treasurer.

Alva G. H. White, Secretary.

A. H. Brundage, Senior Deacon.
L.W. Worthington, Junior Deacon.
George L. Thomas, Tiler.

SALEM LODGE, NO. 47, SALEM, RICHARDSON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Saturday on or before the full moon of each month.

OFFICERS.

John W. Holt, Master.

G. W. Pampel, Senior Warden.
H. B. Gist, Junior Warden.

G. W. Baker, Treasurer.

C. C. Kenny, Secretary.

John E. Ashley, Senior Deacon.
Josiah VanDervort, Junior Deacon
O. W. Dunning, Tiler.

FAIRMONT LODGE, NO. 48, FAIRMONT, FILLMORE COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—~Tuesday on or before the full moon in each month.

SEAL—A certain point within a circle embordered by two perpendicular parallel lines,
supporting the Book of Constitutions.

OFFICERS.

Julius E. Spear, Master.

Josiah E. Cramer, Senior Warden.
Job Hathaway, Junior Warden.
Byron E. Parliman, Treasurer.
Lewis F. Whitehead, Secretary.

Ebenezer Milner, Senior Deacon.
George C. Maxfield, Junior Deacon.
Virgil A, Stuart, Senior Steward.
James F. Long, Junior Steward.
Joseph J. Bock, Tiler.

EVENING STAR LODGE, NO. 49, SUTTON, CLAY COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.—Second and fourth Thursdays in each month.
SEAL.—A five-pointed star, bearing in centre a letter G, radiant.

OFFICERS.

Mark W. Wilcox, Master.

John C. Merrill, Senior Warden.
Albert K. Marsh, Junior Warden.
James J. Melvin, Treasurer.
John B. Dinsmore, Secrefary.

James Arnot, Senior Deacon.
Martin V. Clark, Junior Deacon.
Wm. D. Young, Senior Steward
Isaac N. Clark, Junior Steward.
James Thompson, Tiler.

= S R
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HASTINGS LODGE, NO. 5, HASTINGS, ADAMS COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETINGS.— Every Saturday evening on or before each full moon, and the
second Saturday thereafter. 5

SEAL.— A shield azure, bearing a chevron (for the square). In chief, a sun; in centre
base, a crescent, argent. For a crest, the symbol of a M.". M.". = argend.
OFFICERS.

Alex. D. Buckworth, Master. Ewmanuel Steinau, Secretary.

Thos. M. Abbott, Senior Warden. J. P. Farr, Junior Deacon.

Josiah L. Parrott, Junior Warden.  Thos. J. Pardoe, Senior Steward.

Clement E. Forgey, Treasurer. Chas. K. Lawson, Junior Steward.
George W. Mowery, Tiler.

FIDELITY LODGE, NO. 51, DAVID CITY, BUTLER COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Saturday on or before the full moon in each month.
SEAL.—The All-seeing eye, radiant, above the square and compasses.

OFFICERS.

Frederick E. Wilson, Master. Patrick Murphy, Senior Deacon.
Ambrose H. Jones, Senior Warden. Chas. B. Churchill, Junior Deacon.
C. C. Cook, Junior Warden. Sumner Darnell, Senior Steward.
William Duncan, Treasurer. Jacob Kleinken, Junior Steward.
Benjamin F. Rolph, Secretary. Seth Raymond, Tiler.

HIRAM LODGE, NO. 52, BELL CREEK, WASHINGTON COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—Wednesday evening on or before the full moon in each month.
SEAL—The plumb,

OFFICERS.

Samuel G. Glover, Master. John J. Thompson, Secretary.
Peter Hammang, Senior Warden. L. H. Wilcox, Senior Deacon.
Jos. E. Blackburn, Junior Warden. Wm. 8. Cook, Junior Deacon.
Luther P. Jenks, Treasurer. Henri Crist, Tiler.

CHARITY LODGE, NO. 53, RED CLOUD, WEBSTER COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING,—First Friday on or before the full moon.
SEAL—AD open hand.

OFFICERS.
James A. Tulleys, Master. E. H. Jones, Secretary.
George W. Knight, Senior Warden. H. 8. Kaley, Senior Deacon.

Andrew M. Talbot, Junior Warden. James Calvert, Junior Deacon.
Peter McNitt, Treasurer. Martin Pupka, Tiler.
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LANCASTER LODGE, NO. 54, LINCOLN, LANCASTER COUNTY.

REGULAR MEETING.—The first Friday in each month.

SEaL.—A shield azure, bearing a trowel crossed with a gavel argent. Tor o crest, three
lenglhs of 4 cable-tow and three points argent.

OFFICERS.
Joseph K. Marlay, Master. John Mc¢Manigal, Senior Deacon.
J. M. Creamer, Senior Warden. D. H. Andrews, Junior Deacon.
Geo. P. Tucker, Junior Warden. Henry O. Griggs, Senior Steward.
David Newman, Treasurer. B. Davidson, Junior Steward.
James D. Minshall, Secretary. J. B. McClelland, Tiler.,

NORFOLK LODGE, U.. D,., NORFOLK, MADISON COUNTY.

Samuel W. Hayes, Master. John 8. McClary. Senior Warden.
John Allbery, Junior Warden.

YORK LODGE, U.. D.., YORK, YORK COUNTY.

William M. Knapp, Master. Lee Love, Senior Warden.
M. G. Barney, Junior Warden.

SYRACUSE LODGE, U.. D.., SYRACUSE, OTOE COUNTY.

J. H. Young, Master. J. W. Eaton, Senior Warden.
D. A. Pound, Junior Warden.

COLUMBUS LODGE, U.. D.., COLUMBUS, PLATTE COUNTY.

Marshall Smith, Master. Henry P. Coolidge, Senior Warden.
Robert H. Benry, Junior Warden.

WAHOO LODGE, U...D.., WAHOO, SAUNDERS COUNTY.

J. C. Polsley, Master. M. B. Rees, Senior Warden.
M. L. Ellsworth, Junior Warden.
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MELROSE LODGE, U.. D.., MELROSE, HARLAN COUNTY.

A. C. Robbins, Master. Byron F. Whitney, Senior Warden.,
Thomas Lorrimer, Junior Warden.

THISTLE LODGE, U.. D.., PLUM CREEK, DAW&Z0ON COUNTY.

Robert 8. Hogue, Master. Samuel Goozee, Senior Warden.
Thomas G. Wimsey, Junior Warden.
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REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

BY J. N. WISE.

To TaE M.. W.. THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA:—

Your Committee have received the proceedings of the following
Grand Lodges, and reviewed them in the order given. We very much
regret the absence of tidings from the Grand Lodge of Quebec.

We have devoted much more time to the preparation of this report
than we could well spare; nevertheless, the hours have been pleasantly
spent in communion with our brethren elsewhere. We confidently
trust that our shortcomings will be charitably overlooked, and that such
of our work as will bear the test of the Overseer’s square, will be

graciously received.

AT TN Al e oo el g e s e b tic s sh e sse’ 1874
7N B oot sttt oo 1874
British Columbla .1873, 1874, 18'75
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(N8, om0 A B000000) 1874
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ALABAMA, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at Montgomery, on the Tth day
of Deccmber ; M... W.. Isaiah A. Wilson, Grand Master, and R... W.-.
Daniel Sayre, Grand Secretary.

The GGrand Master reports peace and harmony as prevalent in the
jurisdiction, and their foreign relations of the most friendly and cordial
character.

He believes that there is scarcely a conceivable oceasion when an
emergency case should be entertained, for the granting of dispensations
for * rushing ” candidates through on the “ double-quick.” He is right on
that point.

He decides “ that a profane is not compelled to petition the Lodge
nearest his residence for initiation.” This decision may be based upon
local regulations. Whether 8o or not, it is wrong. It is fair to presume
that a man is best known in his own neighborhood, and hence there is
the proper place for him to be weighed.

He held that a brother cannot be required to state how he voted, or
the reason for such vote ; and “therefore, a by-law of a Lodge requiring
its members to disclose the reasons for their votes, is held a nullity and
cannot be enforced.” This is correct, of course.

He also decides: —

That & brother belonging to a Lodge when it becomes dormant, docs not, as 8 matter
of course, regain his membership when the Lodge 18 revived, and if he wishes to join

another Lodge, he must obtain from the Grand Becretary a certificate of his Masonic
standing.

With this decision we cannot agree. A dormant Lodge is one in a
state of inactivity, suspended animation, if we may be allowed the expres-
sion. Itis nota Lodge whose charter has been suspended or revoked.
Hence, when the Lodge resumes activity, or * animation,” those who con-
stituted the membership at the time the Lodge became dormant, resume
their membership.

The following is in harmony with our comments upon a decision of
Grand Master Waters, of Iowa, in our review of 1873: —

There is no obligation to prefer charges against a brother who petitions for affiliation
or advancement and is rejected, as his Masonic standing 18 not affected by such rejection,

From the proceedings we learn that the “ Deshler Female Institute,”
at Tuscumbia, was destroyed by a tornado. The Committee on Propo-
gitions and Grievances, by a report, which was adopted by the Grand
Lodge, invoke the assistance, by voluntary contributions, of the mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, and the subordinate Lodges, in behalf of the
institution.

The following we take from the report of the Committee on Masonic
Jurigprudence: —

In the case of Boligee Lodge No. 836,— which Lodge is anxious (if 1t could be done con-
stitutionally) to surrender its charter,— your committee would recommend, in view of
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the facts stated in the petition referred to this eommittee, that the charter of sald Lodge
be revoked ; and that the charter, jewels, and other property of the Lodge, be turned over
to Flerndon Lodge No. 125, subject to the order of the Grand Secretary of this Grand
Lodge: and thal themembers of the Lodge, each of them being in good standing, be authorized
to join other Lodges without presenting dimils.

The italics are ours, and it is to this portion only that we wish to
refer, and from which we dissent from the views of the committee. The
proper course, to our thinking, would be, in case of the surrendering of
a charter, for the Grand Lodge to award dimits, or certificates of good
standing, to the members of such Lodge, go that they might have some
documentary evidence of good standing, upon which they could petition
for membership in another Lodge.

The report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Bro.. W.
T. Walthall, and reviews the proceedings of forty-four Grand Lodges,
including Nebraska for 1873.

We are credited with a “lively and readable document.” Thanks.

Bro.'. Walthall says: “ We are not sure, however, that we understand
the criticism on the decision relative to the ballot and the examination
for proficiency of the candidate for the second and third degrees.”

We explain that it sounds oddly to us up here in the “ Temperate
Zone,” to talk of balloting on advancement before an examination is
had, for we hold that the ballot is on proficiency.

Our remarks about “impatience” were called out by reading that
portion of Grand Master Johnson’s decision where he says: “I gee no
good reason for requiring Lodges on the nights of their regular commu-
nications, besides all their regular business, including the tedious pro-
cess of balloting, to weary the patience of its members by the examination
of oftentimes five or six candidates.” Isn’t *patience” one of the *first
principles,” Bro... Walthall ?

Under Ohie, referring to the report of a committes, Bro.. Walthall
says:—

One of the committees, in & report ndopted by the Grand Lodge, speaking of the Puri-
tans, who colonized New England, says they “left England that they might enjoy civil
and religious liberty. They preferred a wilderness infested by savages, with Liberty, to
the luxuries of England, infested by a bloated State priesthood and a tyrannical aristoe-
racy.”

Now, it is undeniably true that the “liberty” of the “ Pilgrim Fathers” was in one
partienlar the liberty of proseribing and persecuting those who dissented from them in
matters of faith; it is true that the Pilgrims hurt the “savages” much raore than the
savares hurt the Pilgrims; it is true that the “bloated State priesthood” referred to has
furnished TFreemasonry with an Oliver and & Desaguliers, and that many of the most
illustrious of our Craft have becn members of the same “ tyrannical aristocracy.” Nev-
crtheless, our brethren of Ohio might have indulged in such trite historical fanfaronade
as the ahove, to their hearts’ content without any objection on our part. But when they
goon, in the samoe docnment, to speak of & struggle in which the great mass of their
gouthern brethren participated, either by action or by approval and sympathy, as “ the
late Rebellion,”— it heeomes not only our right, but our duty, to file a gentle protest in
behalf of Truth and Brotherly Love —both wounded by the expression. One of the first
lessons that Masons are tanght in this part of the continent is “ not to countenance dis-
loyalty or rebellion,” and we are not conscious of having departed from it.

The predecessors of this committee have been lectured not a little on the impropriety
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of making allusions to forbidden subjects. We cordially deprecate any discussion of
such, but our reserved rights, and our principles as individuals, are as dear to us as our
brethren’s can be to them ; and when they apply to us that

“

foul, dishonoring word,
Whose wrongful blight so oft has stained
The holiest cause that tongue or sword

Of mortal ever lost or gained,”

they can hardly expect of us a silent submission to the reproach.” Not for our own sake
need we speak, but for that of Truth and Charity.

We protest against a renewal of hostilities, brethren —north and
south. We “imbibed ¥ the impression, somehow or other, from some-

thing we read in “the papers,” several years ago, that the war was over.
Or was it a dream, which ?

Brethren, bury the hatchet, and keep the passions within bounds.
We have read Bro.. Walthall’s review with a great deal of pleasure.

It has been prepared with a great deal of care and study, and is worthy
of the author.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

ARKANSAS, 1874.

The Annual Communication was opened at Little Rock on the 12th
day of October, but, for good and approved reasons, was closed until the
19th of the same month, when it was again opened for the dispatch of

business. M.. W.. G. A. Dannelly was in the Grand East, and R.". W.".
L. E. Barber in the Southeast.

From the Grand Master’s address we learn that our brethren of

Arkansas have had their full share of suffering during the year. We
quote : —

In consequence of political troubles and a fearful drouth that has spread over our
land, there has not been that rapid increase in Lodges and members that has been in
other years. Truly, the drouth has been fearful, and I fear that many of oar brothers
and their families will suffer for the necessaries of life before another crop can be made.
But, surely, the more fortunate will fly to their relicf, and relieve their necessities, so far
as opportunity may offer and their ability will allow. The seen and unseen hand of
charity should ever be extended to the destitute, but more especially to those bound
together in those fraternal bands that unite us as Masons, and which should be severed
only by the ruthless hand of the King of Terrors.

During the past year the political horizon has been ominous of evil, and death and
destruction threatened throughout the jurisdiction. But the Grand Master of the Uni-
verse, looking down from His lofty habitation, doubtless, laid His omnific hand on our
nation’s destiny, and we trust will bring order out of confusion, as He did when Ilis
spirit moved upon the face of the deep, and " He said, let there be light, and there was
light; " for electric fires were, no doubt, burning in the secret chambers; chained thun-
derbolts forged and struggling to get free; lightnings that lay concealed in the far-off
chambers where the tempests slept; and the light, though unseen, ready to glow in the
face of a thousand times ten thousand suns. ‘The sons of God were silent.” With
folded wings, perhaps, they were marshaled on the plains of the Celestial Paradise, and
universal nature struggled into being; the appointed hour arrived, and God said let
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there be light, and there was light. We trust that the dark and ominous cloud has been
rifted away by that serene hand that spans eternal ages, and that omnific arm that rolls
the wheels of the universe along the brow of the everlasting hills. May it ever defend
and uphold us. v

Speaking of a visit to the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, he says: —

Introduced as the Grand Master of Masonsin the state of Arkansas, and requested to
address them, it gave me pleasure to congratulate them on their participation in the
noble charities of our brethren; and I was rejoiced to be able to say that, while the
Masons of Kentucky were doing more for the support of the widows and orphans than
any other state, perhaps, Arkansas was doing more than any other in educating the
orphans of our brethren, thereby enabling them to breast the rugged path of life, and
aid in the support of destitute widows, helpless orphans, and innocent maidens.

St. John’s College has assets to the amount of $119,919.87.
As a matter of interest, we presenwthe following report from the Com-
mittee on Education : —

First. That it is the sense of your committec that this Grand Body is so fully committed
to the educational scheme by it inaugurated in 1850, that pride, duty, and interest alike
demand that it continue to exert every means; to exhaust, if need be, every resource to
carry it through to a successful issue, and place it upon a basis so firm that neither time
nor misfortune can destroy it. It secms to us that we have but one course before us, and
that is to advance —to go forwarG. If walls of difficulties and embarrassments confront
us, batter them down. Let the watchward of rescue pass along the lines— forward,
march !

Second. We find the financial condition of the college unflattering —a debt of $4,878.16,
created for repairs and improvements two years ago, still unpaid, and no money on hand
for the payment of the professors. The incidental expenses have been, fortunately, met
by our skillful financial agent, through advance payments made upon lots sold. With a
property worth $119,919.87, reinforced with the surplus revenue arising from ncarly three
hundred and fifty Lodges, it is not probable that any very extreme measures will have
1o be adopted to avert bankruptcy. The reduction in the number of professors, and of
the salaries of those retained, coupled with other retrenchments, has reduced thé ex-
penses over $3,000. This exhibit of the inauguration of a system of economy is gratify-
ing, and, if steadily pursued, must lead to substantial results. The endowment fund,
amounting to $43,000, is still intact, and no such extreme exigency exists as to inspire a
fear that it will have to be disturbed.

Third. Experience teaches that no institution of learning upon the collegiate basis can
succeed without endowment. This our college needs — this it must have, if we desire it
to occupy & position coequal with the colleges elsewhere in independence, efficiency,
and prosperity. The question, then, to us, secms to be, can endowment be sccured?
While doubts like the mists of a foggy morn encompass us, still, like as the God of day
dissipates the mists, so Hope, the soul’s anchor, animates and inspires us to dissolve
doubts and drive into silence and death all skepticisms that may arise.

* * * * * ® * * #*

Fifth. The committee, in common with all Masons, feel that there is in this matter of
education more than a present interest. The unborn millions, it may be, in the ages yet
to be, will reap a harvest from the little seed here planted that will redound to our glory,
and may, on the last great day, be instrumental in placing upon our brows the diadem

f light and immortality.

We congratulate our brethren upon every indication of success in
their St. John’s College.

Eighteen dispensations were issued for new Lodges.

‘We present the following from the Grand Master’s decisions, as touch-
ing the rights of Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts: —
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A brother rejected for the second or third degree of Masonry, may renew his applica-
tion at every subsequent stated meeting of the Lodge, and whenever any moral objection
exliststs to his taking a higher degree, the objections should be presented in the form of
charges, and their truth tested by an impartial trial; more particularly it the candidate
is elected to take the degree, it is due the Lodge, as well as the candidate, that the nature
of the objections be made known, and investigated by the Lodge. To this the Lodge, as
well as the candidate, is undoubtedly entitled, on the principle of equity. Unless the
objections are made known there can be no investigation, and the degree should be con-
ferred.

The following was adopted by the Grand Lodge: —

In view of the losses sustained by Lodges of Masonry by fire, and the burden of assist-
ing the unfortunate falling unequally upon the craft; therefore,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report at the next communication of the
Grand Lodge a plan of insurance against loss by fire — the officers of the Grand Lodge tc
be the officers of the company.

We respecifully refer the above fo our beloved fraters who have so
persistently and pertinaciously taken us, and others, to task on the
¢ Masonic Mutual Benefit Association” enterprises, entirely disconnected
with Grand Lodges, and ask, What now ?

We regret that no report on Foreign Correspondence graces the pro-
ceedings this year.

M.. W.. M. L. Bell was elected Grand Master, and R.". W.:, Luke E.
Barber re-elected Grand Secretary.

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1873, 1874, 1875.

The third Annual Communication was held at Victoria on the 6th
day of December, 1873,— M.. W.:. Israel Wood Powell, Grand Master,
and R.. W.'. H. F. Heisterman, Grand Secretary.

Only a brief abstract of the proceedings of this communication are
published. The Grand Master’s address not being given, we are at a
loss for a text.

Resolutions were adopted providing for the raising of a Fund of Be-
nevolence and a Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. Lodges are to be taxed
two dollars for each subscribing member on their rolls, and two dollars
for every candidate raised or affiliated from without the Grand Juris-
diction, and seventy-five cents, quarterly, for every member in good
standing, The manner of dispensing charity is through the Master and
Wardens of subordinate Lodges, who have power to draw on the Grand
Treasurer for any sum needed, where it exceeds forty dollars, The
Master of each subordinate Lodge has power to draw on the Grand
Treasurer for any sum, not exceeding seventy-five dollars, for the pur-
pose of burying a deceased brother with all honors due a Mason, when
such brother has died under needy circumstances.

The transactions of this session were chiefly of local interest.

A Special Communication was held at the town of Nanaimo, for the




Appendiz—Grand Lodge of Nebraska. 83

purpose of consecrating the new masonic hall, on the 21st day of Octo-
ber, 1874.

On this occasion a very neat little oration, on the objects and nature
of Freemasonry, was delivered by R.". W.". Frederick Williams.

The fourth Annual Communication was held at Victoria on the 20th
day of February, 18756,— M.’. W.". Israel Wood Powell on the Throne.

The annual address is brief and business-like. We learn from it that
representatives have been exchanged with Nebraska, et al.

The Grand Master recommends the adoption of a ritual by the Grand
Lodge.

Fraternal relations were entered into with the Grand Lodge of Hun-
gary ; also with the German Grand Lodge League.

British Columbia was also recognized by the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land, and representatives exchanged.

Anent non-affiliates, the following was adopted : —

Resolved, That all non-affiliated Masons in this jurisdiction shall have the privilege of
visiting Lodges for the period of six months, but such non-affiliates shall petition some
Lodge, within thirty days thereafter, for membership, or contribute to some chartered
Lodge in this jurisdiction its regular dues; and in case of non-compliance, shall be de-
barred from all masonic rights and privileges, as follows: —

1. They shall not be allowed to visit any Lodge.

2. They shall not be allowed to appear in a masonic procession.

3. They shall not be entitled to masonic charity.

4, They shall not be entitled to masonic burial.

Angd further, that all Lodges shall be required to post at the entrance of their Lodge
rooms the names of all non-affiliates remaining such after the expiration of the time
named, viz, seven months; and they shall every three months transmit a list of the same
to the Grand Secretary, to be by him forwarded to all subordinate Lodges, and by them
posted in like manner.

A Grand Lodge library was inaugurated.

M., W.". Israel Wood Powell was re-elected, but declining, M.. W.-,
Simeon Duck was elected Grand Master, and R... W.", Coote M. Cham-
bers appointed Grand Secretary.

CALIFORNIA, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at San Francisco on the 13th
day of October — M.". W.". Isaac Sutvene Titus, Grand Master, and R.".
W.. Alex. G. Abell, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master delivered an able address, largely devoted to the
political and masonic statistics of his state from the earliest dates down
to the present time.

Of the San Francisco Board of Relief he says: —

Too much honor or praise cannot be accorded to the munificent charities disbursed

by the Masonic Board of Relief of this eity; and we needs must mention that they have,
aside from the aid and care extended to the individual members of the several Lodges
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composing said Board, who never infringed upon the fund, amounted in the aggregate
wfrom the origin of the compact by six Lodges in A.. L.", 5856, with five hundred and
fifty members, to the close of the fiscal ycar 1874, a period of nineteen years) to the mag-
nificent sum of $110,5631.09. The Board is now composed of fifteen Lodges, with a total
membership of two thousand two hundred and forty brothers. Of the amount cxpended,
$31,494.14 has been for Masons, their widows and orphans, of California, outside of San
Franciseo, and $75,239.64 for the distressed brethren, their widows and orphans, of other
jurisdictions. The transaction of the immense amount of business incident to the dis-
tributing of this noble charity has been performed by the economical expenditure by the
respective boards, annually elected, of the comparatively small sum of $3,797.31, more
thoroughly realized when the sum per annum is announced as averaging the small
amount of $199.86. Scarce any reflection is required by the brethren to appreciate the
relief afforded to the needy and afflicted by the distribution of this munificent sum. To
the maimed brother from the mines; the afflicted one of the city and plains; the wearied
sailor, worn out in buffeting jhe fretful waves of adversity; the anguished and destitute
widow, with no resources but the kind help of her husband's brothers; the many help-
less orphans; all of whom, when worthy, have been turnished with such relief angd sub-
sistence as they desired, and aided to reach their friends in far-off states. Who among
us fully consider the time devoted by those who have composed the respective boards,
without expectation of fee or reward, other than the conscientious knowledge of a faith-
ful discharge of the charitable duties voluntarily assumed by a corps of brothers, who
have fraternally yielded their time and valuable counsel to the recipients of the amounts
donated? The heartfelt thanks of the entire brotherhood are their due, and ‘“minister-
ing angels will surround them and call them blessed.”

This Board expended in charties, during the years 1873 and 1874, the
sum of $12,989.58 — two applicants from Nebraska receiving a share.

From the Grand Lecturer’s report we excerpt the following encour-
aging information : —

Reports from all the Inspectors, excepting those of Districts Nos. 15 and 27, have been
received, which show & most satisfactory condition of the Lodges in the jurisdiction, both
as to uniformity of ritual and the manner of keeping the records. From these reports,
and my own observations, I conclude that the present system of inspectorship, though
not entirely satisfactory at first, has proven the most efficient of any heretofore tried
towards securing that perfect uniformity contemplated, and which is so ardently to be
desired. XEspecially has the provision requiring the qualification of Masters-elect before
installation proved most satisfactory in the result sought to be obtained; and the regula-
tion should not only be continued, but its requirements rigidly enforced.

Bro.". Willaim A. Davies presented credentials from the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska, and was duly received and accredited.

A beautiful oration was delivered by the Grand Orator, Samuel C.
Denson. We have room but for the following : —

We have no right to justify ourselves by the standard of the past. We claim to be
wiser than our predecessors, and ought to be better and purer than they. In the midst
of all our intelligence, crime, like a grim demon, stalks through the land; error goes
capering through the highways and by-ways; and corruption, like the obscenc vulture,
sits unbidden at the public feast, and threatens to taint and pollutec what it does not
destroy. So long as these things exist, our field of labor is extensive, and we must not sit
idly by the wayside and see the clouds of error obscure the warming rays of freedom’s
light. A vigorous and concerted effort should be made by our bencvolent fraternity to
foster, mould, and create in the public mind sentiments of honor, patriotism, and self-
sacrificing devotion to the affairs of state.

From the report of the Committee on Returns of Subordinate Lodges
we present the following, for the benefit and encouragement of our
Secretaries s ==
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Your committee, to whom was referred the examination of the returns of the Lodges
for the current year, have, with the assistance of the Grand Seeretary, performed that
duty, and take pleasure in reporting that the returns of every Lodge, excepting that of
Hawaiian, No, 21, have been received by that officer; that a large majority of them were
prepared correctly, and that those which in the first instance were erroneous have
since been corrected by the Secretaries, upon notification thereof by the Grand Secretary;
that the dues in most instances have accompanied the reports; and that, with one excep-
tion, the dues have a1l been paid. The Secretaries have been unusually punctual in the
transmission of their reports this year, and a degree of excellence and correctness has
been reached far exceeding that exhibited in any previous year.

The following from the report of the committee upon the Inspector
gystem, is, perbaps, worthy of thought: —

The experience and observation of your committece impel them to heartily endorse the
views of our present Grand Master, as well as those of his predecéssor, relative to the im-
portance and general uscfulness of the system of inspection. The propriety of making it
the duty of each Inspector to visit every Lodge in his district at least once in each year,
will readily appear by taking into consideration the fact that the Lodges usually change
their officers annually; and, as the necessity for their being residents in their respective
districts is also quite apparent, your committee respectfully urge it as a matter of finan-
cial importance to the subordinate Lodges, and recommend the adoption of the follow-
ing resolution: —

Resolved, That every Inspector shall be a resident of the district for which he may be
appointed, and that it shall be his duty to officially visit every Lodge in his jurisdiction
at least once in each ycar.

The plan of visiting, and inspecting the records and work of, subor-
dinate Lodges, has our earnest, unqualified endorsement. This should
be done by Inspectors, or by the District Deputy Grand Masters. If no
such system be adopted or practised, how can the Grand Lodge know
whether the general business and work of its subordinates are done in
a systematic manner, or recklessly or unlawfully? We deem this an
all-important consideration, which Grand Lodges do well in giving their
attention to.

By order of the Grand Lodge, a beautiful, massive, solid silver break-
fast service, consisting of seven pieces, appropriately inscribed, was pre-
sented to M... W.. Past Grand Master Leonidas E. Pratt, for eminent
services rendered the Grand Lodge. Upon which occasion beautiful
speeches were delivered — pro and con. From Grand Master Pratt’s re-
ception speech, the following are noble thoughts: —

Men are born for thought and action, and toil in a noble cause is sweet, be it of the
head, the heart, or the hand. It issweet, too, to receive the substantial rewards of labor
—sweeter still, to be assured that our efforts have been crowned with some measure of
success — but dearer than all is the approbation, the gratitude, and the love of those in
whose behalf our energies have been expended.

* *® * * * * * L] ES

My brethren, there are fields of thought and emotion in which self is lost and silence
becomes far more eloguent than words. There are sentiments so pure, so lofty, and so
tender, that the effort to clothe them in words, however gorgeous and impressive such
words may be, is resented by the heart as an insult to its holy aspirations. I stand this
moment on the border of that strange, mysterious rcalm. I dare not try to tell you what
Ifeel. But Heaven knows, as I trust you do, how full of gratitude my heart is —not for
this gift, munificent and elegant as it is, but for the kind regard and tender thought
which prompted you to do this act.
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A splendid report on Foreign Correspondence is presented by Bro..
William A. Janvary —and it isn’t a very cold review, either. He re-
views in a fraternal spirit the proceedings of all American Grand
Lodges, save British Columbia and Wisconsin.

Under Alabama, noticing the publication of the names of Masons sus-
pended for non-payment of dues, he says: —

We notice that the Grand Lodge of Alabama publishes a list of all brothers expelled
and suspended, including those suspended for non-payment of dues. While we do not feel
much sympathy for a brother who can so violate the beneficent laws of Masonry as to
make it necessary that he should be expelled from the rights and privileges of the
Lodge, we do have sympathy for the brother who has been suspended for non-payment
of dues, and whose claims on the fraternity are not thereby lost, but only held in abey-
ance. We think that to publish his suspension to the world is not only uncharitable,
but unjust. It istrue that our Alabama brcthren also publish a list of restorations, but
that is poor amends for the wrong. The brother suspended for non-payment of dues
may restore himself to good standing at any time by paying his dues; yet the wound
inflicted by the publication of his ‘' bad standing” still remains. Do what he may, the
smirch on his masonic character still clings to him, and, like the blood of the murdered
Duncan, will not “out.”

Under Louisiana, he says:—

TUnder the By-Laws of the Grand, Lodge, if 2 sentence of suspension®or expulsion is
overruled by the Grand Lodge, the brother can be restored to membership in his Lodge
only by unanimous ballot. The Grand Master thinks this law unjust. We heartily
agree with him, and think that the overruling of the decision of the Lodge ought to
place the brother in the same position which he before occupied in his Lodge.

These are our pertinacious views, pertinaciously expressed and ad-
hered to.

He says Bro.. Gouley, of Missouri, raps Bro... Abell over the knuckles
because he does not give sub-heads to the subject matter of each resolu-
tion, etc. ; and then proceeds to irritate Bro... Gouley in this way : —

“Sub-heads” are all very well for the police reports of a sensational newspaper, but
sadly out of place in a dignified publication that is intended for preservation. It istrue,
as Bro.'. Gouley says, that the sub-heads would enable the reviewer more rapidly to trot
through the proceedings, but that, we think, would not compensate for the bad taste of

the thing, end it should be remembered that these books are not printed especially for
the convenience of reviewers.

Our proceedings for 1873 are favorably noticed. “An eloquent ora-
tion” is credited to Bro... Luther W. Osborne.

Under Utah, he quotes the following decisions “as being somewhat
remarkable and original : "—

A member of s Lodge is not entitled to a demit for the purpose of affiliating with a
Lodge under dispensation.

A brother, elected to membership or receiving the degrees in a Lodge, is not a mem-
ber thereof until he signs the By-Laws, and is under no obligation to contribute to its
support.

The latter decision is the law in our jurisdiction, but we do not be-
lieve it to be a good law. There are Masons in Nebraska who have re-
ceived the degrees in our Lodges, who have never signed the By-Laws
of the Lodge in which they were raised, and yet they enjoy all of the
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privileges attaching to membership. We think the pledge every Mason
makes at the beginning, to abide by the laws, rules, and regulations of
the fraternity, is just as binding upon him as it would be were he to
subscribe his name to the By-Taws.

M.:. W.. George Clement Perkins was chosen Grand Master, and
Bro.'. Abell continues to wield the quill.

CANADA, 1874.

A Special Grand Communication was held at the village of Trenton
for the purpose of laying the corner-stone of the “ Union High and
Public School Building.”

The Annual Communication was held in the city of Toronto on the
8th day of July, 1874; M.. W... Wm. M. Wilson, Grand Master, on the
Throne, and R... W.:. Thos. B. Harris, Grand Secretary.

Grand Master Wilson delivered a very able and interesting address.

Referring to the settlement of the difficulties which had long existed
between Canada and Quebec, but which have finally been amicably
adjusted, the Grand Master says :—

In concluding my remarks upon this very important matter, I avail myself of the pres-
ent opportunity to express my warmest acknowiedgements to our R.. W... Bro.". the
Deputy Grand Master, for his valuable co-operation. His advice and assistance largely
contributed to bring about a peaceful solution of these unhappy troubles, and I would be
pleased to see his valuable services upon this and other occasions suitably acknowledged
by Grand Lodge. The truly Masonic spirit and feeling which existed and was evinced
on both sides, enabled our brethren to overcome all obstacles, and eventually led to a
union, which I hope will prove perpetual. We shall part from our brethren ot Quebec
with unfeigned regret; we will miss their “ familiar faces” and pleasant voices at our
annual meetings, but they will carry with them our best wishes and heartfelt prayers for
their happiness and prosperity. The link that bound us in the chain of brotherly love
remains unbroken, and we shall still continue working together for the promotion of the
great cause which lies near all our hearts. The change about to take place is, after all,

only a change of jurisdiction, and can make but a very slight change in our fraternal
relations.

We think we can discover in the above that noble, fraternal spirit,
which, no matter how bitter may have been the conflict, after an ad-
justment is brought about, would strike hands across the * bloody chasm,”
and bid the former rival God-speed.

What is there more beautiful to witness than that Masonic charity,
that Masonic forbearance, that Masonic love of brotherhood, which can
heal the most deadly wound, and leave no scar to mark the spot; which
can adjust the most vexatious troubles, and leave no ripple upon the
surface of the Masonic stream of love. All hail, Canada.

Upon the Louisiana-France question he says: —

In connection with the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and the interruption of our friendly

relations with that Grand Body, arising, I believe, from a misapprehension on their part
as to our action in regard to the Orient of France, I may here state that by my directions
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a letter was addressed to the Grand Representative of the Grand Orient, on the 25th of
November last, requesting him to communicate to the Grand Orient our views on the
point atissue, and to express the hope that the Grand Orient would reconsider her action,
and withdraw the recognition which she had accorded to an antagonistic body within
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. No reply to this communication has
yet been received, but I sincerely hope that the Grand Orient will, on mature considera-
tion, with«raw her recognition and recede from the unfriendly position she has assumed
towards the Grand Lodge of Louisiana.

This is taking hold of the subject mildly, and we sincerely hope that
if the request of the Grand Lodge of Canada is not promptly acceded
to, that she will at once cut off all friendly intercourse with the Grand
Orient. The Grand Lodge of Canada is as vitally interested in the
question of Grand Lodge sovereignty and exclusive jurisdiction, as the
Grand Lodges of the United States. The truth is, this is an Awmerican
doctrine, interesting alike to all the Grand Lodges of America, and it
must be upheld and enforced.

Nineteen dispensations for new Lodges were issued during the year.

He refers, in fitting terms, to the Masonic dead.

The District Deputy Grand Masters report peace and prosperity pre-
vailing.

There had been distributed to objects of charity $1,785.00. But was
it not uncharitable in the extreme to reject the application of Bro.'.
Anthony Lucy for charity, simply because he wished to invest the funds
in real estale and merchandise ?

Several brethren were ceremoniously victimized by Grand Lodge — Bro.',
Otto Klotz with an “elaborate bronze mantle time-piece,” with “ Good
Samaritan” engraved thereon. P... G.:. M.. A. A. Stevenson, with a full
suit of regalia, chain, collar, apron, and gauntlets of a Past Grand Mas-
ter; also, a solid silver pitcher, two silver goblets, and a silver salver.
R.. W.. Bro.. Thos. White, Jr., with “ the rank and dignity of a Past
Grand Master.” WNoble, self-sacrificing services are mentioned as the
cause.

A very excellent review of the proceedings of thirty-seven Grand
Lodges is presented by Bro.. Henry Robertson.

In his review of Kansas, quoting a decision of the Grand Master, as
follows : —

‘ When a brother received the first and second degrees in one Lodge, and, by its request,

the third degree was conferred in another, he becomes a member of the Lodge conferring
the third degree, on signing the B-Laws,”

Bro.. Robertson says: —

With several of these decisions we do not agree. It is our practice to require candidates
to sign the By-Laws on the night of their initiation, and as part of that ceremony. He
then becomces a member of that Lodge, If he receives the other degrees in another
Lodge, at the request of the first, that does not alter his membership. The conferring of
the degrees is simply an act of courtesy from one Lodge to another, and it stands as the
work of the Lodge making the request.

North of the lakes, all business is transacted in the first degree, and

three constitute a quorum in the third degree, contrary to the practice in
the United States.
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Liberal extracts are made from our proceedings of 1873, and our com-
ments upon the celebrated “ Speight case,” in Mississippi, are quoted in
full, and endorsed as sound.

The proceedings of Canada show an immense amount of business, and
are marked throughout by counsels of wisdom, charity, and brotherly
love.

Bro... J. K. Kerr gave notice that at the next Annual Communication
he would “ move to amend the constitution so as to provide against dual
membership in all cities, towns, and villages,” and we would suggest the
propriety of making the prohibition general.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

It gives us pain to note the death of Bro.. Thos. Bird Harris, the
Grand Secretary, shortly after the session of the Grand Lodge closed.
‘We tender the brethren of Canada our heartfelt sympathy at their loss

COLORADO, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at Denver on the 29th day of
September; M.. W... Webster D. Anthony, Grand Master, and R.. W..
Ed. C. Parmelee, Grand Secretary.

‘We learn from the Grand Master’s address that prosperity, harmony,
and brotherly love have attended the Craft during the year.

The address is short, and almost entirely of local interest.

The Grand Master’s decisions are consistent with general usage.

The following we take from his address, because it shows the * simon
pure” metal, and as anent the action of the Grand Master of the District
of Columbia, a year or two since:—

On the 16th of March I received a letter from Weston Lodge, at Littleton, requesting
me to lay the corner-stone of the Reformed Episcopal Church at that place, and desig-
nating Sunday, March 22d, at 3 o’clock P. M., &s the time. To this request I replied that
it was wholly inconsistent with our order to perform work at the time specified. By
resolution of our Grand Lodge of 1863, it is made “ unlawful for the Lodges in this juris-
diction to hold communications on the Sabbath day, for any purpose whatever, except
toattend the funeral of a brother.” That if it was unlawful for subordinate Lodges to
meet for symbolical work on the Sabbath, clearly it would be for our Grand Lodge to
assemble for operative labor of this kind. Our Great Light teaches us *to remember the

Sabbath day and keep it holy.” Six days]shalt thou labor, and do all thy work, For
these reasons I refused the request.

He reports a Library Fund of $1,032.65 on hand. This fund was
started by the bequest of $105 00 from a dying soldier, in 1864. This, to-
gether with interest and accumulated contributions, has swelled to the
amount reported by the Grand Master. The Grand Lodge being now
permanently located, the Grand Master recommends that the money be
invested in books. A good suggestion, say we.

The Grand Master urges measures looking to the erection of a Ma-
sonic Temple.,
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By way of diversion, we suggest, gratuilously, of course, that, as it is
impossible for any of our young Grand Lodges in the West to outdo New
York in the Temple business, our Western Grand Lodges unite, or form
a joint sock company, for the purpose of erecting a Temple, and that it
be built in Nebraska. We would, of course, admit Illinois, Iowa, and
Missouri into the enterprise, provided, always, that they shall donate
according to their abilities.

A very nice oration was delivered on the occasion, by Bro... H. P. H.
Bromwell. It abounds in fine figures of speech, * far-fetched” words,
ete. It isa pleasure to read it, nevertheless. He opens up as follows: —

Behold, Most Worshipful Grand Master, the sun at high meridian, when the noon-tide
bathes the mountain heights, and floods valley and plain and forest with all-renewing
warmth and lightand life.

How the eye secms to go out and expatiate in the boundless expanse, and dwells en-
chanted in the infinite distances, and amid the scenes of beauty which spread and mingle
their charms both far and near!

Not beauty and splendor only flow from the presence of the regal sun— the life-giving
beams which fill all space, pervade, also, all forms and substances, however minute —all
agencies and operations, however imperceptible —the teeming earth grows warm, and
the marvellous chemistry of nature puts forth its energies in countless and complicated
modes—the mineral substances are alive with incessant change and transmutation —
the waters, atmospheres, and vapors are quick with modulations and undulations of
nascent life—the veins and arteries of all plants throb with the secret impulses of the
universal soul, and the juices, life-blood of the vegetable world, flow and ebb in their
invisible channels, preparing and furnishing substance to the bud, gloss and color to the
leaf, tints and odors to the blossoms, and energy and nutriment to the seed and fruit.

The oak towers, the pine bourgeons, the elm spreads his sweeping drapery, the vine
flings out its stars and bugles, the berries ripen and glow with auroral colors, the grasses
wave their tiny swords and plumes, and flowers spread the tesselated carpet all abroad;
the grape and olive prepare their wine and eil, and harvest-fields their corn, for the
blessing and consecration of the Sabbath of the year.

All this and more upon the earth, but in the fields of air the life goes on; the cloudy
canopy spreads its gold and silver and crimson banners, with ever-changing magnifi-
cence; the winds go forth upon their circuits, the singing breezes, with their psalms and
incense, and the walking storm with its awful hosts.

Bro.. Ed. C. Parmelee presents the report on Foreign Correspond-
ence, embracing a very pleasing review of forty-five Grand Lodges—
Nebraska for 1873 sharing liberally.

We congratulate the Grand Secretary upon the very neat appearance
of his proceedings.

Bro.". Josiah B. Redfield, of Omaha, was appointed Grand Represent-
ative near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska — a very worthy appointment.

A Digest of Masonic Decisions is appended by the Grand Secretary.
This is, comparatively, a new feature in Grand Lodge publications, and
one which we are disposed to commend, as more information may be
gathered by the Craft as to what is law in the various jurisdictions, from
this source, than from any other.

We should like to do a little “digesting” ourselves, did our space
permit. _

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.



Appendiz—Grand Lodge of Nebraska. o
CONNECTICUT, 1875.

The Annual Communication was held in New Haven on the 20th day
of January — M.". W.. William Wallace Lee, Grand Master, and R.. W.".
Joseph K. Wheeler, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master delivered a very good address, containing some
very good, sensible thoughts, but too radical in some respects.

He holds that an Entered Apprentice may demit as well as a Master
Mason, and he stoutly defends his position. The subject arose out of
the fact that an Entered Apprentice who had a demst from McCandless
Lodge, No. 390, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, applied, upon his demit, for
the remaining degrees in Harmony Lodge, No. 20, of Connecticut, as
well as for affiliation, but was rejected. He again applied, and was
again rejected. The Grand Master then brought into requisition his
prerogative, assembled an emergent Lodge within the precincts of Har-
mony Lodge, and conferred the second and third degrees upon the un-
fortunate brother, and gave him a certificate with the Grand Master’s
seal attached, setting forth that Bro.". Foster N. Gunnison was a non-
affiliated Master Mason, and at liberty to apply for affiliation fo any
Lodge in the jurisdiction. The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom
was referred that portion of the Grand Master’s address, reported that,
while they believed an act of justice had been thus done to the brother
mentioned, “an exercise of the Grand Master’s prerogative in such
cases is not in harmony with masonic lJaw and jurisprudénce, and that
such a precedent should not be sanctioned by this Grand Lodge.” The
same committee further reported ‘‘that an Entered Apprentice is enti-
tled to a certificate of release of jurisdiction, and good standing, and not
to a demit.” The Grand Lodge adopted the report.

As none but Master Masons are members of a Lodge, ¢. e., to the full
extent of all the privileaes appertaining to membership, we think that they,
only, are entitled to demits; and hence we coincide with the above re-
port of the committee.

We regret that the limited state of finances prevented their giving us
a report on Correspondence this year.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

DELAWARE, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at the city of Wilmington on
the 7th day of October — M.'. W... John P. Allmond, Grand Master, and
R.. W.-. William S. Hayes, Grand Secretary.

From the Grand Master’s address we learn that the craft are har-
monious and prosperous.® Among his decisions nothing of special in-
terest attracts our attention.
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The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made a special report
upon the Louisiana-Franco matter, and presented a preamble and the
following resolution for the action of the Grand Lodge: —

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Delaware hereby ceases to recognize the Grand
Orient of France, and prohibits all intercourse with that body.

Upon a motion to adopt the report of the committee, considerable
discussion arose. The subject was laid over until the following day,
when Bro... France moved to strike out the words * prohibits all inter-
course with that body,” and insert the following words: “that the
Grand Lodge does most solemnly protest against the course pursued by
the Grand Orient of ¥rance.” The subject was again postponed, and
again taken up, and efforts made to strike out the prohibiting clause.
But we are glad to note the fact that the Grand Lodge finally adopted
the resolution offered by the committee. Mild, persuasive measures
have been tried, and proved abortive, and we think there is no further
use for mild remedies.

The Grand Lodge of Utah was recognized.

The following resolution on Work was adopted : —

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge appoint a Committee on Work, to be styled Custo-
dians of the Work, and that said committee shall be permanent; and they shall have
authority to determine and establish the work, and visit and instruct the Lodges of this

jurisdiction in said work, or hold Lodges for instruction, as may be deemed best; that
the work s0 established shall be restricted to the essentials only.

A “Grand Lodge Charity Fund” was established, and fifty dollars
are to be collected from the different Lodges for the ensuing year, as
the foundation of the fund.

An excellent report on Foreign Correspondence, covering one hun-
dred and fourteen pages, is presented by Bro.". George W. Chaytor. He
reviews the proceedings of forty-four Grand Lodges. Nebraska for 1873
receives a brief notice.

Under Iowa, quoting a decision that the Junior Warden, in the
absence of the Master and Senior Warden, is for the time Master, our
Delaware brother says: —

This may be good law for Iowa, but we know it is not so considered in some of our
old jurisdictions. We have always been led to belleve that a Warden, unless he be a
Past Master, could simply congregate the Lodge in the absence of the Master, after which

it was obligatory for him to call @ Past Master lo the chair, if one be present. Such is the
custom in Delaware now, and such formerly was the law,

In our opinion it is good law everywhere, and we know of no juris-
diction at the present writing—save Delaware —where the Wardens do
not, according to seniority, succeed to and exercise all the powers and
authority of the Master, in his absence.

In noticing the address of Grand Master Chapman, of Towa, he makes
the following prefatory remarks, which are so pertinent, and so utterly
characteristic of some brethren we occasionallv meet, that we reproduce
them, in order that that class of wiseacres may see themselves as others
see them : —
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* * * * He deals some telling blows fair from the shoulder, and in the right direc-
tion. There are Masons who have never seen the outside of & masonic work on the his-
tory or the law —much less the inside—who, without the least modesly, proclaim their
wishes and desires to be history and law —and too often carry their point, to the injury of
the craft. It is time these masonic erudite pop-in-jays were placed hors du combat. With
pleasure we have read the address of the Grand Master, and should like to give his
opening remarks in exfenso, but our space is inexorable.

Of us he says: —

A report on Foreign Correspondence was presented. The proceedings of thirty-two
Grand Jurisdictions were reviewed. It is a good and complete review as far as it goes—
it stops short of Delaware.

Yes, and our report this year came very near stopping short again —
for want of your proceedings. We have sorely tried the patience of our
Grand Secretary by holding off, in hopes of being able to present a full
review.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1874.

A Special Communication was held at Washington on the 26th day
of February, when, after opening in ample form, the Grand Lodge took
omnibusses and proceeded to Brightwood, where they dedicated a new
masonic hall for Stansbury Lodge, No. 24, and whereat Grand Master
Stansbury delivered a very neat little address.

The Semi-Annual Communication was held on the 13th day of May.

At this session a report was received from the Grand Lodge of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows of the District of Columbia, on the
subject of mized funerals, anent the action of the Grand Lodge of Ancient,
Free and Accepted Masons, which we published in our review of the
District of Columbia last year.

As the position now assumed by the Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows
upon this subject will, doubtless, be a matter of interesting information
to our readers, we append their report, or rather the resolutions adopted
unanimously by their Grand Lodge, as follows : —

Resolved, That on the death of a member in good standing of an Odd Fellows’ Lodge,
it is the right and duty of his Lodge to bury him with the forms and ceremonies pecu-
liar to Odd Fellowship.

Resolved, That this right is derived from the act of the brother himself in becoming a
member, and this duty from the imperative command of our Order “to bury the dead.”

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recognizes the fact that other organizations may
have derived a similar right from the act of the brother in connecting himself with
them.

Resolved, That when the deceased was a member of other organizations as well as of
our own, the Odd Fellows of this jurisdiction will concede to the others, and demand
for themselves, their due proportion of pall-bearers and of emblems and regalia on the
coffin.
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Resolved, That the Odd Fellows of this jurisdiction will, in the burial of their dead,
yield to others and take for themselves precedence according to the position attained by
the deceased in their own or other organizations.

We do not wish to be considered tenacious of our rights or antece-
dents, but we think the position assumed by our brethren of the District
is right. A half loaf will not satisfy our family.

The Annual Communication was held on the 11th day of November;
M.:. W.. Chas. F. Stansbury, Grand Master, and R.. W.. W. A. Yates,
Grand Secretary.

The annual address is a well-prepared and able document, and shows
that Grand Master Stansbury well understands the duties of the position
he has held so long.

He says:—

Our Grand Visitations have just been concluded, at which the Grand Master or his
Deputy has visited, accompanied by the Grand Officers, every Lodge in the jurisdiction;
inspected its work, received detailed reports of its financial condition, and has given
such an expression of his judgment in each case as the circumstances seemed to require,

awarding praise where it was merited, and administering rebuke in cases where any-
thing seemed to be amiss.

On the occasion of these visitations, an address upon some subject
was delivered before nearly every Lodge in the jurisdiction —a com-
mendable course, we think, and well calculated to awaken and keep up
an interest in the Lodge meetings.

He speaks kindly of the erring— the Marquis of Ripon, who, it will
be remembered, but a short time ago paid this country a visit, and was
received by the Masons of the United States with all the honors due
to the Grand Master of Masons of England, but who is to-day basking
in the sunshine of the Vatican, a full-fledged Roman Catholic. Requi-
escat in pace.

The Secretary of the Masonic Mutual Relief Association took a foolish
notion into his head, to embezzle over four thousand dollars of its funds
for his own financial benefit, and, we doubt not, he is now enjoying him-
gself in the land of “ milk and honey,” “ where the woodbine twineth.”
We fancy the Grand Master paid him the following fine complinent: —

A place is indeed vacant, once occupied by a trusted and honored member of our
fraternity, now o detected and banished outcast from our brotherhood. How bitter
must be the remorse with which he looks back to the kindly associations which clustered
about his life among us as long as we believed him good and true, and refiects upon the

empty nothingness for which he threw away those priceless treasures— virtue, reputa-
tion, home, and friends. I will not place his name on record here, but

. “leave him to Heaven,
And to those thorns that in his bosom lodge,
To prick and sting him.”

The Grand Master makes a strong appeal in behalf of the Washington
monument.

The aggregate amount expended by the constituent Lodges in charity
is $4,298.16.
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The following resolution was presented and referred to the Commit-
tee on Jurisprudence, of which Bro.'. Albert G. Mackey is chairman : —

Resolved, That hereafter no demit shall be granted by any Lodge within this jurisdie-
tion, except upon application from the Lodge with which the member withdrawing
desires to affiliate, and not then when there exists an untried imputation, either for un-
masonic conduct or violation of the laws of the land, or when he is not clear from the
books of the Lodge.

And here is the “ Wise” conclusion, as well that of the committee : —

The right of demission is an inherent right incident to the voluntary character of the
masonic institution. Every Mason enters the order by his free will, and if he be not per-
mitted to exercise the same will in relation to his continuance in it, the Lodge becomes
to him a prison. A member thus retained against his will must cease to be of any value.

There-can, it is true, be no doubt that it is & masonic duty that every Mason should
belong to a Lodge. A Mason, therefore, who withdraws from his Lodge, with no inten-
tion to join another, violates his masonic duty. But for this offense a punishment has
been prescribed. He thus becomes an unaffiliated Mason, and subject to all the disabili-
ties consequent on non-affiliation. This is as far as the voluntary nature of the institu-
tion permits us to go.

But if the right to ask for a demit is taken from the brother and vested in a Lodge at
the time foreign to him, of which he is not a member, he is virtually deprived of the
right of demission. The application for it will depend not on his own will, but on that
of a foreign body — one, too, which has legally no right to exercise it, for no Lodge can
request any other Lodge to dismiss one of its members. It would be an impertinent
interference. Besldes, under the well-recognized law, no Mason being a member of one
Lodge can apply for membership to another, or be elected in it, until he has his demit
from his old Lodge. This resolution would require an applicant to be elected a member
in & Lodge before he had been demitted by his old Lodge, or that the Lodge to which he
applies should unwarrantably interfere with the relationship of a member to its Lodge
by asking for the demission of one of them; or, lastly, to perform some act unknown to
masonic law by which it could be invested with the right to exercise such interference.

The old law of demits is plain, and has always worked well. The proposed resolution
would be productive of inextricable confusion in the administration of the law, and
hence your committee recommend that it be not adopted.

And now comes Bro.'. Singleton again, with one of those masterly re-
ports on Foreign Correspondence, covering two hundred and ten pages,
reviewing the proceedings of forty-six American, and one foreign,
Grand Lodges. A “feast of fat things” is here spread out before us,
and we rush in, but, alas! soon become disgusted at our utter inability
to devour more.

Nebraska for 1873 receives very flattering notice, and extended quota-
tions are made from Bro.. Osborne’s oration, which is spoken of as
“excellent.” Quite a number of extracts are also made from our criti-
cisms under Towa, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri,. and New Jersey,
without dissent. Of our complimentary remarks upon his review, he
very modestly says: “Thank you kindly.” * *

Under Tennessee he quotes the following report of the Committee on
Appeals: —

PERRY LODGE, NO. 325, AGAINST LEMUEL TATE, W.. M.".— The defendant was charged
by his Lodge with drunkenness, and speaking in disrespectful terms of a Master Mason.

He, being Master of the Lodge, was tried by a committee of Past Masters, who report that
hey find him guilty of unmasonic conduct, and recommend that he be suspended for
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twelve months. We have examined the proof in this case, and think the commitiee are too
lenient. We recommend that the Grand Lodge suspend him from all the privileges of Masonry
indefinitely.

And comments as follows: —

Now, we have italicised the remarks and recommendations of the committee, and
respectfully ask if the Grand Lodge was acting as a court of appeals or a court of original
jurisdiction? This decision to set aside the verdict of an original court, and then, with-
out form of due legal proceedings, proceed to inflict a higher penalty without giving the
accused a fair trial, is certainly anomalous, and beyond our comprehension. It is new
to us to learn that any Grand Lodge in the world ever had the right to try a private
member of a constituent Lodge, and if we thought such a precedent would ever be fol-
lowed to any extent by other Grand Lodges, we should cry out to our brethren, “To
your tents, O Isracl!” for the liberty of the craft would be in imminent danger. No;
our mind that was a sad mistake, although no doubt the accused deserved it well, but
that was not the time, place, or power to inflict the punishment. Grand Lodges in all
such cases are courts of review, and can only affirm or reverse the original decision. In
this case it affirmed the decision, and no other punishment could follow. If the penalty
was too light in the judgment of the committee, then it must lean to the side of merey
as did the court, who probably saw cause in the trial of the case to do so, and to exer-
cise charity where the mere paper testimony carried no warmth with it.

Right here we must “cut off,” very reluctantly, our notice of this
gplendid review — tendering our thanks to Bro... Singleton for the rich
treat we have had.

M.. W... 1. L. Johnson was chosen Grand Master, and R.. W.., Wm,
A. Yates Grand Secretary.

FLORIDA, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at the city of Jacksonville on
the 18th day of January-- M... W... Albert J. Russell, Grand Master,
and R.". W.. De Witt C. Dawkins, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master delivered a very excellent address — chiefly, how-
ever, of local interest. Among the things uttered by the Grand Master,
the following are worthy of second thought : —

It has been my aim, in my visitations and correspondence with all the particular
Lodges, to present Masonry as a great system of moral seience, tending to elevate and
ennoble man, and that wherever it has failed to do this, it was because it was misapplied
and wrongly taught.

Masons, everywherg, should learn and feel that, while we boast of the ancient estab-
lishment of our order, and while we look back to the building of the illustrious Solo-
mon’s Temple for many of our most beautiful lessons, the days for rendering up our
duties in the temple, as of old, are past, and that now each Mason is constituted his own
Hiram, and that he is charged with building a personal temple, eternal and immortal,
in which the living God must dwell, or else confusion and vice.

Among the few decisions reported, we find the following: —

The W. . Master of Mellonville Lodge, No. 62, asks what is the status of a brother, a
member of the jurisdiction of Georgia, who signed a petition for a charter to this Grand
Lodge, and who did so to help get the charter, and then drop his membership?
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Answer. The brother's membership ceases, so far a3 we are concerned, in his old
Lodge, and he is a member of the newly chartered Lodge, and amenable to the laws of
this jurisdiction. If he intended to deceive this Grand Lodge, then his course is highly
reprehensible.

This leads us to inquire by what authority or show of reasoning the
Grand Lodge of Florida assumes the power to demit a Mason from his
Lodge in Georgia or Nebraska? If the Grand Lodge regulations of
Florida maintain such authority as is shadowed in this decision, they
are, to our mind, manifestly wrong. In this part of the vineyard we
require a Mason’s demit to be deposited with the Grand Secretary
before he can join in a charter for a new Lodge. By this rule we find
that the rights of no Lodge or Mason are trampled upon. And we
believe this is the rule in nearly all of the Grand Jurisdictions.

We may remark that the above decision, with others, was referred to
the Committee on Jurisprudence, but they failed to make any report.

The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted the following report: —

* BRSNSk We beg leave to report that, in our opinion, the existing constitu-
tional provision allowing Lodge members to take demits, and hold them indefinitely,
is the great platform of unaffiliation among us, and produces or at least encourages, an
evil which calls loudly for effectual remedy. * *®

Whereupon the following amendment to the Constitution was offered,
approved, and laid over until the next Annual Communication for final
action : —

Resolved, That Section 21, Article X., of the Constitution of this Grand Lodge be
amended by adding the following words at the end of said section: * Provided, that he
can obtain his demit only through some other Lodge to which he applies for affiliation,
and for the sole purpose of change of membership.”

Our opinion upon this question is given under Indiana for 1874, and
elsewhere in this report.

A very excellent oration was delivered by Rev. Bro.. Frederick
Pasco on the ocecasion of the installation of officers, from which we
have only room for the following : —

Brethren, we are members of an organization that has in view the loftiest of aims
and purposes, but recollect that similar institutions have existed in all ages that have
perished, failing in this one particular —adherence to law, and a determination to
abide by it, come what may. While, then, we are deservedly proud of our position in
the past history of the world, bear in mind that we hold this position by the Divine
will; and, guided by the light that illumines our past record, let us gird ourselves anew
for the work before us, feeling individually responsible for the continued success of Free-
masonry; and, realizing more than ever the great fact that ‘ we be brethren,” may we
unite heart and hand and labor on till called to refreshment in the Grand Lodge above.

But, after all, these are but a part of our duties. Such laws as we have referred to are
not the only ones that are to govern us. There are great moral duties that are incul-
cated in the Lodge that we are, each one of us, to practise out of it; we have a character
to maintain before the profane; we have a record to make for the eye of Him who shall
finally summon us to His presence; and wherein we fail in these particulars, we are
direlect in our duty as Freemasons. There can be no better man in the world, as far as
actions go, than a Freemason. Fearfully solemn are the vows he takes upon himself in
the various grades through which he rises, and he who keeps these vows, who abstains
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from all that is forbidden, and performs all the required duties, may well say to all the
world, “follow in my footsteps.” Brethren, we can keep them—aye, we must keep
them —else we are not true Masons.

A very pleaging incident of this communication was the presentation
of a Past Grand Master’s jewel to M.. W.. Samuel Pasco, in connection
with which two very neat little speeches were made.

Bro.'. Dawkins, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence, says: —

It is with keen regret that it has been out of our power to prepare and present for
your consideration the usual report upon the tidings from our sister Grand Jurisdic-
tlons, containing many thousand pages of most valuable and interesting matter; but,
instead of being able to control the circumstances in bar, they have absolutely con-
trolled us, and we must, therefore, ask your fraternal indulgence.

We join in your “keen regret,” Bro.. Dawkins, as will many other
Committees on Correspondence.

M... W.. Albert J. Russell is Grand Master, and R... W.:. De Witt C.
Dawkins Grand Secretary.

1875.

The Annual Communication was held at Tallahassee on the 12th day
of January —M.. W.. Albert J. Russell in the Grand East, and R.". W."-
De Witt C. Dawkins, Grand Becretary.

The Grand Master’s address is full of good, hard sense, and is well
written. Four dispensations were issued for new Lodges. No special
dispensations were granted except where there was a positive merit-
orious emergency. Among his decisions we find the following, to
which we take exceptions: —

The actual written, signed, and delivered demit, with the seal of the Lodge affixed

alone severs the connection of the brother with the Lodge; the action of the Lodge.
alone, does not. Therefore, the brother is still a member of the Lodge.

The Committee on Jurisprudence disapproved the decision — first, as
being in conflict with the previous ruling of the Grand Lodge, and,
secondly, as being wrong in principle —holding, as we do, that the
action of the Lodge severs the connection, and that the certificate is
only the evidence of that action.

The Committee on Masonic History reported progress and asked for
further time, expressing confidence in their being able to complete their
labors by tbe next session of the Grand Lodge.

From the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters we learn that
the craft are enjoying prosperity and harmony. A very favorable moral
advancement is announced, which we are glad to note.

Bro.. Dawkins again presents his apology for his failure on review.
His failure is the result of protracted illness. We sympathise with him,
and shall look for a full “make up” for losses. In his short report,
made up from a cursory glance over the field, we find the following.—




Appendiz— Grand Lodge of Nebraska. 99

We observe that in some places a sickly attempt is being made to renew what was
known, many years ago, as the Morgan excitement. We mention this subject with no
small degree of contempt. That ambitious, not to say vile, issue was thrust upon our
ancestry, and settled by public opinion in favor of the fraternity long ago, and is now
what the lawyers would call res judicata, and no one could be respected in an attempt
to raise it again. How even self-respect could subsist we are at a loss to conceive, and
thus we leave that subject.

Tt is also noticeable that, in one or two localities, a few restless spirits of peculiar type
are endeavoring to engender in the public mind a feeling of oppesition to Freemasonry,
based chiefly upon spurious and unauthorized publications, which fail to command
respect from the more intelligent of the world’s population, even outside of our grand
and popular fraternity. The day of successful opposition and persecution seems to be
passed, and our great cause, being armed with right and justice, and being evidently
protected and guided by Infinite Omnipotence and Wisdom, seems to be grandly striding
over the waste fields of former ignorance and superstition, and erecting thereon majestic
mystic temples of truth and excellence, pointing unmistakably to the moral and intel-
lectual advancement of the human race. No fears need, therefore, be entertained from
such sources of opposition.

And upon our “John Reed” case, referred to him by the Grand Mas-
ter, he says: —

The “John Reed’’ case, also then and there referred to this committee, is fully ex-
planatory of itself in the ‘ exhibit B,” and we have only to suggest to our brethren of
this jurisdiction the propriety of keeping a sharp look-out for self-protection against all
improper intrusions and impositions, and more particularly when their attention is
specially directed, as in this case.

The Grand Master and Grand Secretary were re-elected.

GEORGIA, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at the city of Macon on the
27th day of October— M.". W.:. Samuel D. Irvin. Grand Master, and R.".
W... J. Emmet Blackshear, Grand Secretary.

Nebraska was represented by her worthy Grand Representative,
Bro.:. Joseph E. Wells, who also wears the X keys in that Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master delivered a very excellent address on the occasion.
He pays suitable tribute to the memory of departed brethren. He re-
ports the following strange and novel transaction : —

In February last, soon after the publication of the proceedings of 1873, I received a
letter from Bro... Adolph Joseph, Worshipful Master of Benevolent Lodge, No. 3, com-
plaining of the action of the Grand Lodge in expelling him (see report of Committee on
Grievances, page 84, No. 26), and desiring me, in the exercise of my power as Grand
Master, to recall the printed proceedings and have that portion of the record expunged,
upon the ground that such action was a mistake, that he had never been expelled or
recommended for expulsion by his Lodge, and that a great wrong had been inflicted
upon him by the action of the Grand Lodge.

This case was a novel one, and without a precedent in the annals of Masonry; and if
his statement was true, he had been wronged. But how was I to repair the wrong?
What power had I, as Grand Master, to set aside and declare void what the Grand
Lodge had done? None, whatever. The Grand Lodge alone can correct its errors. I,
accordingly, at once issued an order suspending the brother from his office as Worship-
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ful Master of Benevolent Lodge, No. 3, and instructed thet Lodge to hold no masonic
intercourse with him. I, also, at the same time, issued my order, requiring Benevolent
Lodge to certify, ‘“as soon as the papers could be prepared and transmitted to me, all of
its proceedings had in reference to the case of Adolph Joseph, and if any mistake had
been made by the report of his name to the Grand Lodge, or by the action of the Grand
Lodge referred to, how that mistake occurred.”

On receiving a certified copy from its records, and the report of & committee, showing
conclusively that a grand mistake bad been made by the Grand Lodge, in expelling a
man who had never even been charged with a dereliction of masonic duty, and who, at
the nextelection after its meeting, had been elected and installed Worshipful Master of
his Lodge, I at once called together a constitutional number of Lodges, together with a
few standing members of age and experience, including a majority of the Committee
on Masonic Jurisprudence, who assembled in Emergent Meeting on the fourth day of
March last, and promptly restored the much-wronged brother to his rights as & Mason.
I, in consequence of their action, in the presence of the members of the Grand Lodge
and here in this hall, endeavored to repair that wrong, so far as in my power lay, by
restoring to him the jewel and gavel of his office, of which I had been compelled to
deprive him.

He goes into raptures over the ‘“ Southern Masonic Femaie College,”
and pleads for its patronage and support as one would plead for his own
life. He represents the institution as in a most flourishing and healthy
condition, and deserving of the most sacred confidence and support of
the fraternity. We bid them God-speed in their noble efforts in that
direction.

His decisions, generally, run in the usual current. We copy one,
however, for the purpose of giving our views upon the subject in a
very few words: —

No prayer should be offered in a masonic Lodge but such as every brother can, con-
sistently with his religious convictions, respond to with a hearty “So mote it be!” The
masonic institution is not a religious institution, but it has been appropriately termed
the handmaid of religion. Its fundamental law requires of every one who knocks at its
doors for admission to expressly declare his belief in God, Jah, Jehovah, the Mighty
One who inhabiteth eternity, by whatever name He may be called, and nothing else.

We hold that the gffering of the prayer in a masonic Lodge, and not
the hearing of the prayer by the brethren, should be a matter of con-
science. Whoever offers prayer should have due regard for his own
conscience ; and no brother should take any exceptions —and no true-
hearted, charitably disposed Mason will take exceptions. Masons every-
where look to God in prayer, according to the best information and
understanding they have. If the Jew, who does not believe in Christ
already come, prays to God as the fathers did under the old dispensa-
tion, why should not the Christian, who does believe in Christ already
come, and who believes there is no other way of reaching God in prayer
save through the name of Jesus Christ, be denied his conscientious duty
in respect to the form of prayer?

The following resolution, with a series of others, was adopted : —

Resolved, That said committee shall not deviate from the ancient landmarks of the
Order, either in verbiage or otherwise, but shall report the work as it has existed from
time immemorial.
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We favor the resolution —but we meekly inquire how it will be ascer-
tained to be the “old reliable,” “simon pure” article, when the com-
mittee does report. Every Grand Lodge in America has the “ true work,”
“ag it has existed from time immemorial,” and yet we venture the
asgertion, fearless of contradiction, that no two of the Grand Lodges in
the world agree precisely in the language used in the work and lectures
pertaining to Masonry. Doctors will differ, you know, Bro.". Blackshear.

The Committee on General Welfare presented a report, in which we
find the following: —

After having viewed the ground which it is the duty of the committee properly to
take cognizance of, we are constrained to come to the conclusion that Masonry has not
advanced since our last Grand Communication as we would have desired. It is a
lamentable fact that the very thing that makes a man a Mason— his oath or obliga-
tion —is entirely lost sight of by a very large portion of the fraternity ; and, as a general
thing, they construe it to suit their own convenience, and to better their own interests,
anu to advance their own selfish and personal ends. Until a Mason regards his obliga-
tion in & more sacred light, until he subordinates everything appertaining to self to the
good of the craft, Masonry will never exercise that controlling and moral influence in
the world for which it was intended, and which our ancient brethren brought to so
high and perfect a standard in the early days of its history.

We find the “lamentable fact” above mentioned to be only a reflec-
tion of the binding force of Masons’ obligations in this direction. We
have known cases where the peremptory summons of a Lodge has been
totally ignored, or treated with the utmost contempt, by numbers of in-
telligent brethren, time and again. The only way to impress the force
and solemnity of these obligations upon such Masons, is fo bring them
to the bar of the Lodge for contempt and disobedience.

Bro.. J. Emmet Blackshear presented quite an excellent review of
thirty-seven Grand Lodges—Nebraska, 1873, receiving courteous notice.
Of our resolution anent lotteries, dealing in lottery tickets, etc., he
8ays:—

We think this is putting it a little too strong. We have never yet bought or sold a
lottery ticket, and never expect to, and are opposed to masonic bodies entering into, or
in any way countenancing, any of the schemes mentioned in the resolution; but if a
brother, in connection with his legitimate business, sees fit to act as agent for the sale of
tickets of a lottery legalized by state legislation, we hold that he has a perfect right to
do so; and the Grand Lodge that attempts to interfere with the exercise of such rights
in our humble opinion, transcends its authority.

Bro.". Luther W. Osborne is credited with an “eloquent and learned ”
address.

We had a number of other items marked for notice in this review
but our space is already overrun.

M... W.. David Butler was elected Grand Master, and R.. W... J.
Emmet Blackshear re-elected Grand Secretary.
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IDAHO, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at Boise City on the 14th day
of December —M.. W. John Kennally, Grand Master, and R.. W.".
Joseph Pinkham, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master’s address is short, and of local interest. He an-
nounces the death of Past Grand Master George H. Coe, the first Grand
Master of Idaho, and pays fitting tribute to his worth as a man and
Mason.

Of his decisions, we note the following as his answer in regard to the
suspension of members for non-payment of dues: —

ANSWER.—No punishment whatsoever can be inflicted without preliminary trial and
opportunity for defense. There should be a charge, a summons, and a trial. The de-
faulting brother should have an opportunity to defend himself, and the Secretary who
accuses him should be made to prove the truth of his charges by the correctness of his
accounts.

He reports the financial condition of the Grand Lodge as “in every
way satisfactory.”

Charters were granted to organize two Lodges, without any previous
organization under dispensation. We do not think this a safe rule in
the organization of Lodges. There should be a probationary organiza-
tion, in order to test the capacity of the brethren to do good work, as
well as to prove their ability to sustain a Lodge.

A Lodge, under favorable auspices, had erected a hall undera
joint stock organization, composed of brethrem of said Lodge, who
assumed the payment of the shares of stock. Unfavorable circum-
stances afterward reduced the membership so as to compel the surren-
dering of their charter, before anything had been paid on the debt.
The stockholders asked the Grand Lodge to turn over the building to
them —and this was the extent of their request, which was modest
enough. The Grand Lodge, however, authorized the sale of the build-
ing, and the division and payment pro rata of the proceeds to the cred-
itors of the defunct Lodge. This proceeding is all regular enough, so
far as we know ; but the novel feature of the transaction on the part of
the Grand Lodge we draw attention to, in an amendment to the report
of the committee in charge of the subject, by which the Lodge jewets, as
well as the money, were authorized to be distributed pro rats among
the creditors. This is certainly one of the most extraordinary methods
of paying off a debt that we have ever heard of.

No report on Foreign Correspondence graces the pages of the proceed-
ings.

M.. W.. L. P. Mikkelson is Grand Master, and R.. W.:. O. H. Purdy
Grand Secretary.




Appendiz—Grand Lodge of Nebraska. 103
JLLINOIS, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held in Chicago on the 6th day of
October — M.. W.", James A. Hawley, Grand Master, and R.”. W.". John
F. Burrill, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master’s address is characterized by a marked degree of
ability and method. The year had been a busy one for him. Among
his decisions reported we find the following: —

1st. That a brother is restored to membership in a Lodge when the decision suspend-
ing or expelling him is reversed or set aside by the Grand Lodge.

6th. That the petition of a candidate who has been elected or rejected in a Lodge,
cannot be received in any other Lodge without first obtaining consent of the Lodge
that elected or rejected him.

This is sound doctrine, and strictly in accord with our regulations.

The Grand Lodge declined the invitation of the “Southern Masonic
Female College,” at Covington, Georgia, to take an interest in said in-
stitution, either by contributions towards its support or by sending
pupils to the same, owing to the limited knowledge of the institution in
their possession, and want of representation on the part of the board of
trustees. The college is very highly commended, however.

Referring to the “ Masonic Widows’ and Orphans’ Home” of Ken-
tucky, a committee was appointed to report a plan and recommenda-
tions for a similar organization in Illinois; and we wish them abundant
success in the noble undertaking.

The following resolution was referred to the Finance Committee :—

Resolved, That there be purchased and presented to the Past and Present Grand Mas-
ters of this Grand Lodge, collars, jewels, and aprons, such as are worn by the Grand
Officers.

We compliment the Grand Lodge upon their good sense in refusing
to establish such a precedent, by the adoption of the report of the com-
mittee, here appended : —

Your committee have had under consideration the resolution looking to the purchase
and presentation to our Past and Present Grand Masters of appropriate regalia and
jewels, and without disparagement of the true respect due our exalted brethren, your
committee, in view of the reduction in the receipts of this Grand Lodge the past year,
are constrained to recommend the rejection of the proposition as a useless expenditure
of the revenues of the Grand Lodge and a bad precedent.

Resolutions “locaiing” the Grand Secretary were offered and recom-
mended by the Finance Committee ; but the Grand Lodge rejected the
proposition. The object sought in the resolutions was the more perfect
security against “conflagrations and inundations” of the records and
archives of the Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge, doubtless, saw greater
security in having the Grand Secretary’s office afloat, for, in case of fire,
he could “raise anchor” and “ pull out.”

Upon the settlement of the differences between the Grand Lodges of
Canada and Quebec, the Grand Master promulgated an order revoking
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and annulling their former edict of non-intercourse with Canada, and
the relations between Illinois and Canada are again harmonious.
Four hundred dollars were voted to Bro.". Joseph Robbins, chairman

of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, as a partial remuneration
for his valuable report.

Bro.. Robbing’ review covers two hundred and thirty-four pages of mat-
ter. Ie criticises the transactions of forty-seven Grand Lodges — Ne-
braska for 1873 receiving extended and courteous notice.

He quotes the following question propounded by Grand Master Hill
to the Grand Lodge : -—

Does not the Grand Lodge, in reversing the decision of one of its subordinates, vir-
tually say that the decision of the Lodge was wrong? And if it was wrong, it certainly
was null and void, and if null and void, it seems to me that the brother who was un-
Justly expelled is restored to all the rights that he had previous to the trial.

And suggests that the same was referred to the Committee on Jurispru-
dence, and that he had searched through our proceedings three times
to find their answer, but signally failed. We remark that, for some un-
accountable reason, our committee failed to make a report on the
subject at that session ; but Bro... Robbins will find, on page 70 of our
proceedings of 1874, our answer to the query.

After noticing Bro.". Catlin’s resolutions on non-affiliation, he favors
ug with his views in the following: —

While we have not yet reached the point where we intend to discuss the question of
non-affiliation fully, it is yet worth while to notice some of the points in this picayunish
preamble. It is true that there are to be found within the jurisdiction of some Grand
Lodges, numbers, more or less large, of unaffiliated Masons, in the full enjoyment of all
the rights, privileges, and benefits of Masonry (except those incident to Lodge member-
ship), it is unfortunately not true of every Grand Lodge jurisdietion that the non-affil-
iated Masons therein are in the full enjoyment of their rights, because by unwarrant-
able legislation they have been deprived of them. However, as it is quite fashionable
to overlook facts, as well as law, while making points against this class of Masons, per-
haps we ought not to lay too much stress on this slight inaccuracy. Itseems that these
pestiferous fellows ‘“seldom, if ever, fail to appear in all the publie processions, either
of a joyful or mournful character,” and “mnever decline to participate’ in festive and
gastronomic exercises. In this latter particular the non-affiliate differs widely from
many individuals of the affiliated species, who will attend Lodge regularly for a year,
unless there happens to be a banquet, when suddenly he turns up missing! If he
makes a specialty of processions, and seldom fails to appear on occasions of & mournful
character, he differs in this from the affiliate, if we may take the testimony of Grand
Masters Pratt and Stansbury, who have been compelled to ery out for very shame over
the meagre attendance at masonic funerals. If it is true that he performs faithfully
this one duty, that so many members of Lodges neglect, it should give him the right to
be among the first to summon the brethren to his bedside in the hour of sickness or of
suffering. But how is this? Is it true that non-affiliates, as a class, are first to call for
attention in sickness, or for pecuniary assistance in time of need? Within the scope of
our obgervation, the non-affiliated Masons are not, as a whole, of the class most likely
to call for pecuniary aid, nor do they make large drafts upon their brethren for atten-
tion in sickness, and we think the same will prove true elsewhere. Itistrue that they
may not contribute “one cent” to the support of any Lodge, and equally true that, as
they do not enjoy the privileges that acerue from Lodge membership, there is no reason

why they should; but it is not true that they refuse to render assistance, pecuniary or
otherwise, when called upon to do so.
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In examining our review of 1873, Bro.". Robbins got himself inextri-
cably “fuddled,” and we strongly suspect that he “isn’t clear in his
own mind” yet. He credits Bro.. Livingston with our review, and
before he goes very far he runs against a “snag” and “backs water.”
He says: —

He agrees with us that a ballot should be had on all petitions, whether the report of
the committee of inquiry be favorable or unfa,orable; but does not concur with our
remarks on the Nevada landmarks, from which we said we would unhesitatingly ex-
clude “belief in the resurrection of the body.”

He further quotes: —

Bro.:. Livingston doubts the right of a Lodge to deprive a member of either the right
of the ballot, or of holding office, without a trial for some masonic offense, and convie-
tion; and stands up stoutly, as he should, for the rlght of a Lodge to be represented in
Grand Lodge by its Master and Wardens. Hit LB

And again:—

We were probably in error in attributing the Nebraska review wholly to Bro.. Liv-
ingston, and presume it is partly the work of Bro.'. J. N. Wise, whose name is also signed
toit. Our strongest reason for this opinion is to be found in the fact that it takes both
sides of the same question.

Our adverse criticism on the California rule that an unfavorable report of the com-
mittee of inquiry is a rejection, is copied, with the remark that, though the practice in
Nebraska accords with the California rule, yet, personally, they think we have the bet-
ter argument. In the notice of Nevada, on the contrary, the report emphatically dis-
sents from the proposition that a ballot must follow an unfavorable report.

In presenting the personal views of Bro.". Livingston and Bro... Wise,
as the foregoing would indicate, it is a very easy matter to find those
personal views differing from each other, whilst neither is necessarily
expressive of the sense of the Grand Lodge. We still maintain, how-
ever, Bro.. Robbins, that our own personal notion as to the propriety of
a ballot upon an unfavorable report coincides with yours; and we still
maintain the right of representation by the Master and Wardens, and
the right of members to trial and conviction before the denial of the
rights of suffrage and holding office.

Under the head of New Jersey, noticing the adoption of a new Con-
stitution and By-Laws, wherein it is provided that no representative
shall be entitled to his seat in Grand Lodge until the dues of his Lodge
are paid, and the Grand Secretary’s receipt therefor produced, Bro..
Robbins says : —

We don’t understand that & Lodge can properly be deprived of its representation in
this manner. In this jurisdiction, the failure of a Lodge to pay its Grand Lodge dues
forfeits the mileage and per diem of its representative; but while a Lodge continues to
exist, and is in the possession of an unrevoked charter, it is held that its right of repre-
sentation cannot be abridged.

We concur. We hold that a Lodge holding an unforfeited charter
has a right —aside from all questions of dues—to be represented in
Grand Lodge. Other methods of discipline than taking away rights as
old as Grand Lodges themselves must be resorted to. It is a serious thing
to traffic in inherent rights.
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Under the caption of North Carolina, Bro.". Robbins says:—

The Grand Lodge also adopted the report of a committee denying the right of a
brother to appeal fram the decision of a Lodge ip a trial where the accused had been
acquitted. The committee say that such a proceeding is contrary to all the law govern-
ing the proceedings in our law courts and in the courts of England, or any civilized
country known to them, and, if recognized in masonic trials, it is high time the right,
if guch it is, should be abolished.

We are happy to say that the right of appeal is unrestricted in this direction in most

American Grand Lodges, and that we trust North Caroline will not long be an excep-
tion to so just a rule.

We are again compelled, out of a sheer sense of right, to endorse Bro.:.
Robbing’ views. We hold that any member who feels aggrieved at the
decision of his Lodge has an undeniable right to appeal from such
decision.

We have allotted more space to Illinois than we should, of right, but
there are so many good things to be found therein, that it is almost like
breaking the “heart-strings” to part with them.

M.:. W.. George E. Lounsbury was elected Grand Master, and R.". W. .
John F. Burrill re-elected Grand Secretary.

INDIANA, 1874.

The Annual Communication was held at Indianapolis on the 26th day
of May — M... W, Christian Fetta, Grand Master, and R.. W.". John M.
Bramwell, Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master’s address is business-like and practical. He says:
“The subjects which have heretofore claimed the attention of the Grand
Lodge are still demanding consideration —1ihese are, ‘the increase of
Lodges,’ ‘ their work,” and ‘ non-affiliation ;’” and adds: —

That too many charters have been issued, cannot be questioned. We find that since
the orgranization of this Grand Lodge, it has issued charters to five hundred and forty-five
Lodges. Of these, seventy-five have either surrendered, or their charters have been ar-
rested ; or, about one-sixth of all the Lodges constituted have been complete failures.

And on the subject of non-affiliation, he observes that : —

The enforcement of a regulation to collect dues from non-affiliated Masons has been
attempted, but never accomplished. In the year 1824 this Grand Lodge adopted & reso-
lution requiring sunordinate Lodges to charge and collect dues from all non-affiliated
Master Masons residing within their respective jurisdictions. The following year, how-
ever, it was declared a practical failure, and its enforcement abandoned. With all sub-
sequent legislation the number of non-affiliates has steadily increased. The records
show that about one-fourth of the number that have been reised become non-affiliates.
Again, the enforcement of all other duties required of members of the association after
& demit has been granted, have proven a practical failure. I submit, then, for your
earnest consideration the question whether it would not be better to so amend the reg-
ulations as to prohibit Lodges either from extending any privileges to non-affiliated
Masons whatever, or from issuing any certificate of demit to any member, but to issue
and transmit said certificate of demit only to the Lodge which may have received his
application and elected him tomembership.

-
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We may here suggest the query, has there not been too much legisia-
tion on this subject already ? The horse can be driven into the water,
but you can’t make him drink. So you can force Masons to affiliate, or
deprive them of all masonic privileges, but you can’t make Masons of
them if they have no Masonry in their hearts. The Committee on Juris-
prudence submitted the following as their conclusion upon the subject,
and we think it is the only way we can reach that class of “ back-
sliders . ”—

As has been stated by the M... W.". Grand Master, a great diversity of opinion exists
upon this subject, and it is equally true that there is but little uniformity existing in
the various Grand Lodges in their legislation regarding it. From the light of past ex-
perience, your committee are of the opinion that the present regulations of this Grand
Lodge are, perhaps, the best that have ever been adopted. To compel & brother to re-
main affiliated against his wishes would be of no benefit to the Lodge, but rather a
detriment, and the sooner he takes out his demit the better it will be for all concerned.

If he chooses to remain non-affiliated, he relinquishes all claims upon the order, and
should be deprived of all its benefits, under the existing rules of this Grand Lodge.

Of his decisions we make no note. He says: —

Within our own jurisdiction, peace and harmony prevail. There is a general dis-
position to ascertain the right, and then the right pursue.

This is certainly gratifying.

The District Deputy Grand Masters, one of whose duties it is to visit
the Lodges in their respective districts annually, are making strong
efforts to eradicate existing evils. One of them had the temerity to
recommend the arrest of the charter of a Lodge whose Master was under
an indictment for incest upon his own daughier, and another for embezzle-
ment. Another one reported against a Master for intemperance. We ask
our brethren of Indiana (where we got our “ broughten up ”) if it has
come to this, that Masons, and particularly Worshipful Masters, are to
be deprived of their liberties for such trifling matters as these? Apply the
knife ; cut out these wile, putrescent ulcers (that is about the proper title),
and bring Masonry up to a higher moral standard. But, we pass.

A select committee was appointed at the previous Annual Communi-
cation to consider the question of reducing the representation in the
Grand Lodge, and report the result of their deliberations. The follow-
ing is the conclusion arrived at: —

We believe the Grand Lodge- may very appropriately be modeled after the popular
branch of our national legislature —that a certain numerical basis shall be adopted for
representative purposes, say five hundred, and that each such number shall be entitled
to a delegate. As the membership now is very nearly thirty thousend, this would
make a representative body of sixty members. A larger or smaller number may be
adopted, as the Grand Lodge may deem proper, but the principle is manifestly correct.
The adjustment of these representative districts might be made annually by the Grand
Lodge, or by its Grand Officers, and the result announced in the proceedings of the
communication. On a designated day the Worshipful Masters of each district might
assemble and select one of their own number as such delegate; or, without such con-
sultation, the Lodge of lowest number might be entitled to the first delegate, and so
alternately to the highest. The former method, however, is the one we have adopted.

The saving of expense by the adoption of this suggestion would be a very consider-
able item. The annual pay-roll of the GrandjLodge now amounts to about the sum of
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seven thousand dollars. The new method would reduce it to about fifteen hundred
dollars, thus saving at least five thousand dollars annually.

It is safe to say that, while the character and dignity of the Grand Lodge would not
suffer by the reduction of membership, its work would be better and more carefully
done, to better satisfaction alike to the delegates and the subordinate Lodges.

An amendment to the Constitution, providing for such reduction, was
proposed, and sent down to the subordinate Lodges for ratification.

The Committee on Jurisprudence reported the following on reversal
of judgment: —

Decision No. 3 is to the effect that when the action of a subordinate Lodge in sus-
pending or expelling & member is not justified by the testimony, or for error in the pro-
ceedings, or other reasons, the judgment of the Lodge is reversed by the Grand Lodge,
the cause is remanded for & new trial. Your committee are of the opinion that when
the judgment of a subordinate Lodge is reversed by the Grand Lodge on the merits of
the case, the case is not thereby remanded for a new trial, unless so ordered by the
Grand Lodge, but the defendant is restored to all the rights and privileges he possessed
before proceedings were originally instituted against him in the subordinate Lodge.

The opinion of the committee is right — the Grand Master’s is wrong.

A very excellent review of the proceedings of thirty-nine Grand
Lodges is presented by Bro.. Daniel McDonald. Nebraska receives
liberal notice. He credits Bro.. Osborne with an “ elegant and able”
oration, and quotes liberally from it.

Bro.". Lucien A. Foote is Grand Master, and Bro.". John M. Bramwell
Grand Secretary.

1875.

A Special Communication was held on the 24th day of May, for the
purpose of laying the corner-stone of the new Grand Masonic Temple,
in the city of Indianapolis—M.. W.. Grand Master Lucien A. Foote
officiating. On thisinteresting occasion Worshipful John Caven, Mayor
of Indianapolis, delivered an exceedingly beautiful and entertaining
address, beginning, “ Let the corner-stone be laid! Lay it deep, broad,
strong, and sure —a fitting corner for a temple of peace.” He dwells
at considerable length in answering some of the principal objections
against the masonic institution, and he does it thoroughly.

The address sparkles with so many brilliantes that we are tempted to
transfer nearly the whole of it to these pages:—

* % % % % We, too, are about to build a temple, and its importance is in the

purpose for which it is built. It is the embodiment of something, a living sentiment of
thousands moved by a common impulse, pouring out their money and filled with en-
thusiasm, for an idea. These masonic temples are in all your cities, towns, and villages.
They arc manifestations of feelings and opinions abroad, and among you, daily and
hourly, one of the influences forming the age in which we live. A brief explanation of
the object and the sentiment it embodies will be appropriate, and this can be done by
meeting some of the objections urged against the institution of Masonry. Masons do
not often take up & defense of the institution—it needs none—they let their past history,
their good deeds, speak for them. They attack no one, and they seek no proselytes.
He who would enter the inner chamber of Masonry must himself seek and knock.

8till, it will not be improper to explain some things which are charged against us, It
iz charged tnat we bind ourselves together by solemn obligations—and go we do. We
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are obligated to aid and assist each other in the hour of need and danger; that we will
not only aid and assist each other, but also the widow and orphan of a brother; that we
will hold sacred the chastity of the female relatives of a brother Mason; that, when the
gign of distress is given, we will go to the relief of the giver. Is this a dangerous con-
spiracy? Isthis criminal? The old Book is full of instances in which covenants and
oaths were taken. In the great light upon the altar of Masonry we read that God
repeatedly bound himself by an oath. Oaths are administered daily in courts of justice.
Civil officers are required to take an oath of office. Soldiers are sworn into service.
Obligations are no new, or strange, or dangerous device. They are taken every day, in
every department of society. Look at the Masons around us now, with their white
aprons. Are these bad men? Are they midnight conspirators against the public good?
Are they not among your foremost citizens in business, in church and state —ranking
high in their professions—loved, honored, and trusted? The institution has existed
for centuries, and if it is bad, some evidence must exist. Point to a bad deed of the
fraternity —a. conspiracy, a rebellion, a mob, a riot, or other crime. It cannot be found;
but we can point to centuries of silent charity, good deeds, brotherly love, relief, and
truth; of widows and orphans cared for and comforted; fires lighted upon dark and
cheerless hearths, and bread laid upon empty tables.

Another objection urged against Masonry is that it is opposed to Christianity. This
is simply not true. Itis nota Christian church, and does not profess to be —neither are
your academies of arts and sciences; neither are your hospitals and charitable institu-
tutions —but Masonry is the ally of Christianity in every good work. Charity is the
true essence of all true religion, and charity is the great cardinal principle of Masonry —
its corner-stone. We have work enough for us all to do in this sin and sorrow-stricken
world. We each have our own work. We visit the sick and fatherless, and comfort the
sore-hearted. Is this unchristian? Ministers are among our most honored and zealous
members.

Masonry has for its motto the grandest ever written upon human banner—“ We aim
to unite men of every country, sect, and opinion into one band, or society, of friends
and brothers, among whom no contention should ever exist, except that noble conten-
tion, or rather emulation, of who can best work and best agree.”” This we could not do
if we required the acceptance of any particular religious creed as a prerequisite for
admission to our order. We would then be a church. We aim to unite members of all
churches. They can all meet upon the level of the masonic floor, which they cannot all
do about the same religious altar. A seeker for admission into our order is not required
to sign this or that creed, or article of faith. He is required to believe in God, to declare
his trust in Him, and if he does so, we give him our heart and hand, and welcome
him to the great brotherhood —wide as the world itself. Can a Christian, Mahomedan,
and Jew worship God at the foot-stool of the same throne? Masons can—can kneel
and clasp hands around the same altar, be their ereeds and beliefs what they may. We
need some common ground on which all good men can meet, and where can men of all
nations, tongues, and creeds meet but at the altar of Masonry ?

1t is charged that Masonry is positively an irreligious institution. So-called religions
are many — Masonry is one. Some religions have many gods — Masons believe in one
God, whom they reverence and love. Religion, so-called, has caused tears to flow, has
made widows and orphans, imprisoned disbelievers, tortured them at the rack and
burned them at the stake, consumed cities, desolated lands, and blotted out nations.
Masonry has no armies, no arsenals, no magazines or implements of war or death, no
flag of desolation, no watchword of hate. Masonry is the world's great peace-maker.
If all men were Masons, nations would learn war no more. Masonry never consumed o
city, never desolated a field or a hearth-stone; it employs no racks, chains, or faggotsi
never burned a disbeliever at the stake; never made a widow or an orphan; never shed
a drop of blood ; never caused a heart to break, or a single tear to flow. Its hosts are
those of peace —its arms, good deeds. Its banner is love, and its watchword peace and
good will on earth. Tt has existed for ages, come down through wars and revolutions,
passed through ages of darkness, living on after nations had passed away, growing
stronger with each succeeding age. Time has but strengthened the foundations of our
temple, and added new glories to its cope-stone. Every rising sun but lends a brighter
halo to its spires. Itis noteasy to comprehend that it will not always exist. It exists
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now wherever civilization is found, and even barbarous people recognize its fraternayx
band, and it will continue, and the golden chain will lengthen, until a band of brothers
will clasp hands around the world.

Another objection to Masonry is that it is a secret order, possessing secrets or mys-
teries carefully preserved from all except initiates. Some urge that if the order is not
good it should not exist, and if it is good, that which is good should not be concealed,
but proclaimed from the house-top to all the world, that all might enjoy the benefit of
these important truths; and when this has been said, it seems to be supposed that two
horns of a dilemma have been presented, one of which must be taken. If we adopt this
as unqualified, where will it lead us? Mystery is not of itself wrong, for the world is
full of it. We are born ignorant, and must be taught. All truths must be learned, and
they are not acquired simply by the telling, and there are worse and better methods of
teaching. The higher, greater, grander the truth, the more careful should be the teach-
ing, and all Masons will agree that the beauties and truths of Masonry can be best and
most impressively taught—indeed, only taught and acted upon —as we teach them.
The lessons of Masonry, as we teach them, have their good and usefulness. Taught
otherwise, its means of good would be lessened. It is a duty, then, to communicate
truth in that mode which experience has taught to be the best. Masonry is a fraternity,
an organization, extending throughout the globe. Such an organization could not be
maintained, were all its workings known to everybody. Church and state have their
secrets; armies their secret councils of war, their signs and countersigns to know friend
from foe; families have their privacy; physician and patient, priest and penitent, coun-
sellor and client, have their confidential communications, which, even should they be
criminal, the law holds sacred. Truths, secrets, wonders, and mysteries, deep and pro-
found, lie all around us.

Books are filled with learning in your libraries at home, and yet you send your chil-
dren to learn their contents to some school, some organized system and place of instruc-
tion. Great truths and mysteries of usefulness are not learned or made practicable by
merely publishing them. The greatest of all mysteries can only be solved in death. The
eye must close on the film of dissolution before it can behold the mystery of eternal life.
The astronomer who measures and weighs the stars, and looks out upon them with his
glass from afar, can only go to them through the cold, shuddering portals of the tomb.
The angel’s wing must plume itself from the grave. Who can understand the mystery
of good and evil? Why an all-powerful, an all-wise, and all-good God permits evil and
wrong to exist; why the wicked flourish and the good suffer; why the thief is permitted
to Tob honest industry; why the innocent so often suffer for the guilty; why devilish
malice is permitted to strike down even its benefactor; why base ingratitude is so often
the only return for kindness done; why some are born kings and some beggars, some to
crowns of gold and precious stones and some to crowns of thorns, and often, so far as we
can know, without fault or merit of their own? Yet who can doubt that all this mystery
is wise in its purpose as the wisdom of the Omnipotent? Drop two little seeds into the
earth, and the one becomes a mighty oak and the other but a blade of grass. How mys-
terious that these little seeds draw from the same earth. the same air, the same sunshinel
and the same skies, such wonderful differences! Why or whence the beauteous colors
upon the plumage of birds? Why does one herb draw from the same 8oil bread for man,
and another growing by its side produces deadly poison? God veils all these in mystery,
and yet much can be learned by labor and study. Comets no longer terrify. The
astronomer with his far-seeing glass looks out upon the stars as in majesty they nightly
walk the skies, and what was but a twinkling .ight becomes a world. The sailor stands
out upon his ocean pathway, never doubting, though guided only by the mysterious
needie. At midnight, when the storm is raging, the waves swelling high, surrounded by
deep darkness, he looks up to the sky and safely guides hls ship by the shining of a star
millions of millions of miles away. By the light of that friendly far-off star he safely
passes the rocks but just beside his keel, and guides his vessel into a dark and unseen
harbor but a league away. S0, too, the Mason is never lost in the voyage of life. When
all around seems dark he looks up. For him, too, there is a guide, a star, shining from
on high —that never-setting star, that shining is his “Trust in God.”
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