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BiangL\ica]

Roy 1. Babbit

Roy I. Babbitt, 92nd Grand Master, was born on a farm near
La Grange, Wyoming, November 24, 1892. His parents, Thomas
R. and Adella M. Babbitt, were eatly pioneer settlers in the state
of Wyoming. He attended elementary schools in Wyoming and
Mitchell, Nebraska, and then entered academy and college at
Hastings, Nebraska, attending the latter institution two years.
Following his work in college, he became deputy county treasurer
of Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska. His political career was short-
lived, as he soon left this field to enter the employ of the Great
Western Sugar Co. in 1917, and has been thus engaged since that
time. He served the sugar company at their factories in Gering,
Mitchell, Minatare, Windsor, Colorado, and Scottsbluff, where he

is now serving as chief chemist.

On December 30, 1914, at Wenona, Illinois, he was united
in marriage to Mona Clifford. This union was blessed with two
children, a son, Dr. Clifford Babbitt, and a daughter, Miss Elinor
Babbitt.

MASONIC RECORD

Lodge: Initiated March 19, 1920; passed April 23, 1920;
raised May 28, 1920, in Scotts Bluff Lodge No. 201, Gering.
May 22, 1934, he demitted to Minatare Lodge No. 295, and served
as its Master in 1947.

Chapter: Mark Master July 28, 1949; Past Master and Most
Excellent Master August 19, 1949; Royal Arch Mason September 19,
1949, in Oregon Trail Chapter No. 65, Gering. He served as
Secretary 1952-1956.

Commandery: Red Cross, March 5, 1953; Malta, March 19,
1953; Order of the Temple April 30, 1953, in Bethlehem Com-
mandery No, 18, Gering.



Council: Royal and Select Master January 31, 1950; Super
Excellent February 13, 1950, in Temple Council No. 20, Scottsbluff.

GRAND BODIES

Grand Lodge: Appointed June 4, 1952 by M..W. .Edward
M. Knight. Elected and installed Grand Master June 6, 1957.

Grand Representative of Puerto Rico, appointed by M.".W.".
Edward M. Knight August 23, 1952.

OTHER MASONIC BODIES
Nebraska Veteran Freemasons Association, 1946.
Eastern Star, September 8, 1954.

Honorary Membership; Grand Lodge of South Dakota, June 12,
1957.

M."-W.".Brother Babbitt has given unstintingly of his time
and energy in the promotion of church and civic affairs. At Windsor,
Colorado, he belonged to the Lions Club and the Methodist church
whose choir he directed. At Minatare he belonged to the Feder-
ated church, serving as its choir director. Both he and Mrs. Babbitt
are now members of the Presbyterian church in Scottsbluff. During
the time that he served as Deputy County Treacurer and during
the early years with the sugar company, he and Mrs. Babbitt suc-
cessfully proved up on a homestead in south eastern Wyoming.
The determination and hard work in the early years of his married
life are reflected in his Masonic successes culminating in his appoint-
ment in the Grand Lodge line, and later in his election and install-
ation as Grand Master.

Few, if any, Grand Masters have ever worked harder for the
good of Masonry than M."-W.".Brother Babbitt, nor has any Grand
Master more conscientiously fulfilled the dut‘es of that high office.
Many weighty problems confronted him during his term of office,
but every one was carefully and skillfully handled, and decided with
dionity and honor to the craft. The brilliant record established by
M. . W.".Brother Babbitt has earned for him the sincere respect
and affection of the Brethren of this Grand Jurisdiction.

B.B. H.
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PROCEEDINGS
of the
Crand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

ONE HUNDRED FIRST ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Held in Omaba, June 3, 4 and 5, 1958

CA®

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION

Tuesday, June 3, 1958

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
Annual Communieation in the Masonic Temple, 19th and
Douglas Streets, Omaha, at 9:00 o’clock a. m. on Tuesday,
June 3, AD. 1958 A.".1.,.".5958.

There were present the following:

IMESSWARR oySIReBalhbitit o0 5 SRS e S Grand Master

IR0 o\WWo i, 13, VSEESEE,; )0 6h00000006000600 00 Deputy Grand Master

R.".W.".Joseph C. Tye, 46.........ccvvuuerennn, Grand Senior Warden

T8 e W -Jelim 10} I0mieles, 8025 5o ooooooooancoconc Grand Junior Warden

R.".'W.".Carl R. Greisen, 32.................... Grand Secretary

V.. W..William P. Reid, 281.................. Grand Chaplain
W.".Elsworth F. Du Teau, 19............... Grand Orator
W..Harold H. Thom, 1............c0uiinun. Grand Historian
W.".Raymond C. Cook, 6................... Grand Custodian
W.".Ralph M. Carhart, 120................. Grand Marshal
W. .Herbert A. Ronin, 210................. Grand Senior Deacon
W. .Ernest O. Van Wey, 249............... Grand Junior Deacon
W.'.Charles H. Ninegar, 301................ Grand Tyler

Preceding the formal opening of the Grand Lodge, Brother
Arthur N. Howe, 290, entertained the representatives and visit-
ors with an organ recital.
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Promptly at 8:45 o’clock a. m. a Lodge of Master Masons
was opened in due form by R.".'W.".John E. Beaver, Deputy
Grand Master, the invocation being given by V.".W. .William
P. Reid, Grand Chaplain.

M.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master, was esorted to the

East by M.".W.".Edward M. Knight, introduced and given the
Grand Honors.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Secretary to call
the roll of Chartered Lodges. There being a constitutional
number of Lodges represented, the Grand Master declared
the 101st Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the
Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska opened in ample form and directed the
Grand Marshal to make proclamation thereof.

The Grand Master instrueted the Grand Marshal to escort
the Grand Chaplain, V.. W..William P. Reid, to the altar
for the purpose of Prayer.

PRESENTATION OF THE FLAGS

Presentation of the Flag of the United States and the Flag of the
State of Nebraska was made by Sir Knights of Mt. Calvary Commandery
No. 1.

RECEPTION AND WELCOME OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

‘W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Senior Deacon, presented the
following Past Grand Masters according to seniority:

1LER7E 19} SR 0o aea caso o000t ooac0cs 60 aaa0a0a000 (56th) 1921
Charles A. Chappell....................ooineL, (58th) 1923
Ralph O. Canaday...............oiiiiiiinannn.. (68th) 1933
Chancellor A. Phillips.............cooiiiiiinn... (72nd) 1936
EanIRIPeReely. & oo, kL s e gy K (76th) 1940
Edward F. Carter. ......ccovviiiiieninnienneninnn (77th) 1941
George A. Kurk........ ..o iiiiiiiiininnenn.. (78th) 1942
\Wlbizsrn 18, \WERITEP 560 60 066008008 00a00000800 06000 (79th) 1943
William C. Sehaper........ccovvviiiieeiinn., (80th) 1944-1945
Benjamin F. Eyre..........ccivtiiiiiiineiannenn.. (81st) 1946
Edward Huwaldt...........ociiiiiiiniiinnnnns (82nd) 1947
I mnEse 13 IMDHEO M0 60 04 Jo 806,068 006 o 0A0 o o b oklga 00 (83rd) 1948
@l (5} I8EEEINNG] 6 50 00 aabooo0aab000000a000 000040 (85th) 1950
R O I A ST AW AVTOTIE e o1 o o (e e (ol he o ool ) shokeken el R e o (86th) 1951
Edward M. Knight..........coiiiiiiiiiiiininn, (87th) 1952

Fay Smith......oovnnieeeineeeeeineeeniiaaenns (88th) 1953
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Clhayvigy 18, AGENTCOUTE 5B G Ho LB S (R e St (89th) 1954
Hlenbenth TEAWIhiter B R o e R N (90th) 1955
MerlepMeHalel. . 1L L Lo Bilhy o imetis DN o Ry (91st) 1956

The Past Grand Masters were given a most cordial welcome,
conducted to the East and given the grand honors.

M.".W. .Edward M. Knight gave the Response.

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

The Committee on Entertainment of Distinguished Guests introduced
the following: M. .W. .Frank P. Briggs, Grand Master, M.".W.".Harold
L. Reader, Grand Secretary, Missouri; R.".W. .Clarence P. Schwarz, Junior
Grand Warden and Personal Representative of M.".W.".Harold R. Kopf-
man, Grand Master, Illinois; R.".W.".Earl B. Delzell, Grand Secretary of
Towa; R.".W..Martin H. Voss, Senior Grand Warden and Personal Repre-
sentative of M.".W.'.J. Miles Martin, Grand Master, Minnesota; M.".W.".
Earl R. Brown, Grand Master, M..W. .Arthur H. Strickland, Grand
Secretary, Kansas; M.".W.".Glenn B. Van Fleet, Grand Master, M.".W. .
Charles A. Mantz, Past Grand Master, Colorado; M.".W..Harold H.
Saunders, Grand Master, Wyoming; M. .W. .Floyd D. Richards, Grand
Master, R.".W.".Elvin F. Strain, Grand Secretary, South Dakota; W.'.
Herbert A. Ronin, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Chapter, O.E.S. of
Nebraska; Brother William F. Patterson, President, W.".William F. Evers,
Superintendent, Brother Raymond F. Evers, Assistant Superintendent,
The Nebraska Masonic Home; Brother Guy Olmsted, President, The
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children; M.".E.".Lounis V. Sylvester,
Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter, R.".A.".M.". of Nebraska; M.".E.".
Robert E. Lund, General Grand Master of the Third Veil, General Grand
Chapter, R.".A.".M.'.; M.".L.".Wilfred C. Boldt, Grand Master, Grand
Council, R.".&S.".M.".in Nebraska; R.".E.".William U. Hansen, Grand
Commander, Grand Commandery, K.".T.". of Nebraska.

Speaking for and on behalf of the Distinguished Guests, M.".W. .
Harold H. Saunders, Grand Master of Wyoming, responded to the cordial
welcome of M.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master.

W..JAMES H. BRYANT
M.".W.".Roy 1. Babbitt, Grand Master:

Brethren, at this time I would like to have W.".William F. Evers,
present W..James H. Bryant (Uncle Jimmie) former Grand Tyler of
the Grand Lodge, and now a resident of The Nebraska Masonic Home.
Uncle Jimmie is ninety-three years old and is the only living Mason in
Nebraska that we know of who sat in Lodge with our first Grand Master,
Robert Carrel Jordan. We are delighted and happy to have him with us
this morning. (T.ong applause.)
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INTRODUCTION OF GRAND CUSTODIAN
AND ASSISTANTS

M.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master, introduced the
Grand Custodian, his Assistants and Assistant Custodians
Emeriti.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND LODGES
NEAR THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

M.".W.".Roy L Babbitt, Grand Master, requested the Grand
Secretary to ecall the roll of Grand Representatives of other
Grand Lodges. The Grand Master extended to them a hearty
weleome and suggested that they convey his greetings to the
Grand Lodge they represent. All Grand Lodges that are in
fraternal relation with the Grand Lodge of Nebraska were
represented except Arizona, Austria, Bahia, Ceara, Rio Grande
do Sul, Egypt, Florida, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Idaho,
Illinois, Indiana, Israel, Maine, Manitoba, Missouri, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Norway, Nuevo Leon, Panama, Philip-
pines, Prince Edward Island, Rhode Island, Sweden, Switzer-
land, Tamaulipas, Tasmania, Vermont, Vietoria.

W. .Harold D. Weddel, 208, Grand Representative of New
Mexico gave the response.

ADDRESS OF WELCOME AND RESPONSE

W.".Harold 1. Clarke, Master, John J. Mercer Lodge No.
290, gave the Address of Welcome and W. .Marius Christensen,
75, gave the Response.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity
of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

Brethren:

It has become my honor and privilege to welcome you to this, the 101st
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and
Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska. May you
thoroughly enjoy the renewal of old friendships and the making of new
ones. I trust you will receive from your experience here an inspiration that
you will earry back to your Lodges, to be reflected in new zeal and enthusi-
asm for the prineiples of our Great Fraternity throughout the coming year.
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One year ago I was elected to this exalted office, fully conscious of
my own limitations and filled with the grave concern as to my ability to
lead the Craft along these lofty lines of honor, duty and service as had
been so capably done by my predecessors. This consciousness of my
limitations has remained throughout the year. Whatever failure there
may have been, I must acknowledge as mine; whatever progress we may
record is due to the guidance of the Great Architect and Master and the
most generous and wise counsel and support of those stalwart Craftsmen
upon whom I have so frequently called.

Of all the things I am incapable of doing, perhaps the most out-
standing is my lack of ability to sufficiently express my appreciation for
the wonderful support and assistance I have had from the Grand Lodge
Officers, Past Grand Masters, Assistant Custodians, Committee Members
and all Masons in this great state.

I am almost impelled to name many of the Past Grand Masters, and
others, whose ever-ready advice and assistance have been so invaluable to
me. I feel, however, that this would hardly be fair. I am sure every Past
Grand Master sincerely offered his help in any manner for which I might
find need.

I do not believe there has ever been a time in the history of this
Grand Lodge when the Grand Master was hlessed with such a fine group
of associates as was presented to me in the Grand Lodge Line of Officers.
Their cooperation and support has been most outstanding. It is with
much regret that, due to lack of time and distance for me to travel,
I did not have any special meetings of the Officers. I know this is
something which should have been done as it affords a wonderful oppor-
tunity for better acquaintance and a fuller understanding of the business
and problems of the Grand Lodge. I did try to partly make up for this
lack by keeping the Deputy Grand Master informed as much as possible
and inviting him to work with and advise me on every possible occasion.

We realize that, in a few short hours, my tenure as Grand Master
will become history and my successor will inherit all the responsibilities,
even those in which I may have failed. I sincerely hope they will not
be too hurdensome.

My term has not been without its frustrations due to my being con-
fined by my vocation, by which I have earned a livelihood for a great
number of years. However much was accomplished during the year along
the line of official duties which could be handled by correspondence.
I was able to make quite a number of official visitations. During the
time I have had a great many pleasant experiences and associations.
The Great Western Sugar Company has been very gracious in allowing
their chief chemist considerable time for duties connected with the
Grand Lodge.

Now, by the time-honored custom, and by law, it is rendered incum-
bent upon me to lay before you a detailed account of my official acts,
but before doing so, let us pause for a moment in remembrance of those
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who, since our last Communication, have laid down their working tools
and passed through the portals to the Great Beyond.

NECROLOGY

It is with extreme gratitude and humility that we give thanks to
the Great Architect of the Universe who, in His Infinite Wisdom, has
prevented the Grim Reaper from thinning the ranks of our Grand Lodge
Officers, both past and present. Many Grand Jurisdictions have not
been so blessed and we wish to extend our sincerest sympathy to them.

Three of our Assistant Custodians Emeriti were removed from that
small body of distinguished Masonic Servants. They were: W.".Earl M.
Bolen, Tuscan Lodge No. 130, who died at The Nebraska Masonic Home
June 23, 1957, W. .Osborne P. Simon, Culbertson Lodge No. 174, who
died March 7, 1958 and W.".Roy S. Planck who died May 3, 1958.

It would not be in accordance with the laws of nature, which are
the laws of the Supreme Architect, if there were not a large number of
the brethren being called upon to lay down their earthly Working Tools
and join that Celestial Lodge Above. The records show that there were
803 of them who responded to this ecall.

JORDAN MEDALS AND FIFTY-YEAR BUTTONS

I am sure everyone is grateful that Brother Edward Cronau of
Lotus Lodge No. 289, a resident of The Nebraska Masonic Home, con-
tinues to be the holder of our Gold Jordan Medal. Brother Cronau is
now the seventh oldest living Freemason in the World. He was made a
Master Mason August 4, 1882,

The Grand Secretary will comment on the Bronze Jordan Medals
presented to various brethren of our subordinate lodges during the year.
It was my pleasure to present this medal to the following Brethren:
Carl M. Matson, McCook No. 135 and Arthur Soss, Oliver No. 38, Seward,
at McCook on July 30, 1957; to W.'.Clark G. Nichols of my own Lodge,
Minatare No. 295, Minatare, August 24, 1957; to LeRoy M. Gish, Frank

Welch Lodge No. 75, Sidney, at our Area Meeting there on January 18,
1958.

The Grand Secretary will also include in his report a statement re-
garding brethren receiving Fifty-year Buttons. One of the highest
honors coming to me was the opportunity to present M.".W.'.Charles A.
Chappell with his Fifty-year Button at Minden, January 30, 1958. I was
unable to have the honor of presenting the Fifty-year Button to M.".W.".
Chancellor A. Phillips on November 26, 1957, however at my request
M.".W.".Fay Smith graciously acted in my place and made the presen-
tation. Thus, two of our Past Grand Masters became eligible to receive the
Fifty-year Button during my year.

I also had the honor of making the presentation to the following

brethren: Dan R. Campbell and LeRoy M. Gish of Frank Welch No. 75;
Alfred H. Hamilton, Robert W. Furnas No. 265; G. Frank Harvey,
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and Earl R. Cherry Sr., Mitchell No. 263. Brother Cherry is the first
Master Mason raised in Mitchell Lodge.

CORNER-STONES

On August 23, 1957, I laid the Corner-stone of the Banner County
School at Harrisburg upon invitation of the Board of Education of the
School District of Banner County and Scotts Bluff Lodge No. 201, Gering,
with Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265, Kimball Lodge No. 294, Minatare
Lodge No. 295 and Potter Lodge No. 313 as co-sponsors. The following
Grand Officers were present and took part in the ceremony: R.".W.".John
E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master; R."."W. .Joseph C. Tye, Grand Senior
Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W. .Raymond C. Cook,
Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W. .Ernest O.
Van Wey, Grand Junior Deacon; W.".Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler;
M.".W.".John S. Hedelund, Past Grand Master; W. .Jesse P. Entreken
and W. .Forrest A. Lape, Assistant Custodians. The Oration was given
by Honorable Bruce Hagemeister, President of the Board of Eduecation
of State Normal Schools.

On August 31, 1957 I laid the Corner-stone for the new Temple of Lone
Tree Lodge No. 36, at Central City. The following Grand Officers were
present and assisted in the ceremony: R..W.".John E. Beaver, Deputy
Grand Master; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; V. .W. .William
P. Reid, Grand Chaplain; W. .Elsworth F. DuTeau, Grand Orator; W. .
Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W. .Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custo-
dian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W.".Herbert A. Ronin,
Grand Senior Deacon, W. .Ernest O. Van Wey, Grand Junior Deacon,
W.".Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler; W. .Buren P. Wells, Assistant Cus-
todian Emeritus; W. .Howard J. Hunter, Chairman of the Committee on
Masonic Education, and M.".W.".Walter R. Raecke and Charles F. Adams,
Past Grand Masters. A fine Oration was given by our Grand Orator,
Elsworth F. DuTeau.

On September 20, 1957, T laid the Corner-stone of the John D. Rice
Memorial Building at the Wayne State Teachers College at Wayne, upon
invitation of the Board of Education of State Normal Schools, in the
person of the President of the Wayne State Teachers College, William A.
Brandenburg, and Wayne Lodge No. 120.

The following Grand Officers were present and assisted in the Cere-
mony: R.".W.".John E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master; R.".W. .Joseph C.
Tye, Grand Senior Warden; V.".W. .William P. Reid, Grand Chaplain;
W.".Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand
Custodian; W.".Ernest O. Van Wey, Grand Junior Deacon; W. .Charles
H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler; and M..W.".John 8. Hedelund, Past Grand
Master.

W.".Ralph M. Carhart, our Grand Marshal, being confined to the
hospital in Wayne, his duties were capably handled by our Grand Junior
Deacon and Past Grand Marshal, W.".Ernest O. Van Wey.
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The scheduled Orator was Reverend Monk Bryan, Past Grand Orator
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. Due to the weather in Missouri, his flight
was cancelled and we were without a speaker. Honorable Bruce Hage-
meister, President of the Nebraska State Normal Board and a personal
friend of mine, was present for the occasion and, at my suggestion, Dr.
Brandenberg and I prevailed upon him at half past the eleventh hour,
to deliver the oration and Bruce, with less than three hours, in which
was included the time for the dinner, presented an out-standing Oration.

In each of these instances a Lodge of Master Masons was opened in
form by the officers of the Lodge and I was formally received and intro-
duced. After the introduction of the Grand Officers present an Occasion-
al Communication of the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

DEDICATIONS

On the evening of August 24, 1957, the day following the Laying of
the Corner-stone of the Banner County School, I dedicated the Hall of
my own Lodge, Minatare No. 295, at Minatare. This was for me a rare
privilege and was perhaps the first occurrence of its kind in the history
of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, it being the first dedication for the
new Grand Master and for his own lodge.

Lodge was open at 4:00 p.m. at which time I was formally received.
During recess a fine banquet was served by the ladies of Minatare
Chapter No. 270, O.E.S., honoring me as Grand Master.

At 8:00 p.m. the dedication ceremony was held with the following
Grand Officers present: R.".W.".John E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master;
R.".W.".Joseph C. Tye, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.'.Carl R. Greisen,
Grand Secretary; W..Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M.
Carhart, Grand Marshal; W.".Ernest O. Van Wey, Grand Junior Deacon;
W.".Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler; W. .Jesse P. Entreken, Forest A.
Lape and Clifford D. Webster, Assistant Custodians; and M.".W.'.Past
Grand Masters John S. Hedelund and Edward M. Knight. A very fine
oration was delivered by our Grand Custodian, W..Raymond C. Cook.

Mareh 19, 1958, I dedicated the hall of Lily Lodge No. 154 at
Davenport. This is a Quonset-type building and certainly is a fine ex-
ample of what can be done where there is a determination to accomplish
something worth while and surely merits the just pride of the brethren
of Lily Lodge.

Grand Lodge Officers present and assisting in the ceremonies were:
R.""'W.".John E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master; R.".W. .Joseph C. Tye,
Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.'.Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; W.'.
Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian; W. .Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custod-
ign; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand Marshal; W. .Ernest O. Van Wey,
Grand Junior Deacon. We were most happy to have M.".W.".Charles A.
Chappell, Past Grand Master, present to assist in the ceremony. The
Dedication address was delivered by W..Raymond C. Cook, Grand
Custodian.
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May 16, it was a special honor and privilege to dedicate the new
Temple of Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, at Central City, the home lodge of
Past Grand Master M. .W. .Walter R. Raecke who, because of illness
was not able to be present. One of the reasons for this dedication being
a special privilege for me was the fact that I had previously laid the
Corner-Stone for the temple on August 31, 1957.

This dedication will be particularly memorable for the reason that
every Grand Officer, but one, was present and assisted in the ceremony
and were as follows: R.".W..John E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master;
R.".W.".Joseph C. Tye, Grand Senior Warden; R.".W.".John F. Futcher,
Grand Junior Warden; R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary; V.".W.".
William P. Reid, Grand Chaplain; W. .Harold H. Thom, Grand Historian;
W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian; W.".Ralph M. Carhart, Grand
Marshal; W..Herbert A. Ronin, Grand Senior Deacon; W. .Ernest O.
Van Wey, Grand Junior Deacon; W.'.Charles H. Ninegar, Grand Tyler.
We were also honored by the presence of M.".W.'.Charles F. Adams,
Past Grand Master, who also assisted in the ceremony. The Dedication
address was delivered by W. .Fred Fouts, a member of Lone Tree Lodge.

This beautiful temple is an outstanding example of what ean be
accomplished when enthusiasm and determination, such as moved the
Brethren of Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, is allowed to exert its force.

INSTALLATION OF GRAND ORATOR

Due to the fact that the Brother appointed as Grand Orator was not
present at the regular installation of the Grand Officers at the Grand
Lodge Communication, it was my pleasure to regularly install W.".Brother
Elsworth F. DuTeau as Grand Orator previous to the Ceremony of laying
the Corner-stone of the new temple of Lone Tree Lodge No. 36 at Central
City.

CHARTER RELOCATIONS
Grace Lodge No. 226

On January 14, 1957, Grace Lodge No. 226 voted to surrender its
charter. I happened to be in the vicinity, as Deputy Grand Master at-
tending the Centennial Area Meeting at Holdrege on April 19, and ac-
companied R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Seeretary, to Wilcox at which
time we picked up the Charter, records and furniture of this lodge.

On May 20, the Grand Master, M."."W. .Merle M. Hale, received a
petition signed by sixteen members of Grace Lodge, in which the majority
asked for the return of their Charter. All the facts in this connection
are set forth at length as part of the report of the Committee on Charters
and Dispensations, pages 374 and 375 of the 1957 Proceedings. Said
Committee recommended the return of the Charter to Grace Lodge No. 226
as per the petition submitted by the members.

M.".W. .Charles A. Chappell, having expressed sincere interest in
the problems of this lodge and being located near Wilcox, was prevailed
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upon by me to act on my behalf. This he gladly consented to do. After
congiderable investigation and correspondence, I formally approved the
request of the Brethren for the return of their Charter, records and
furniture on August 17. As a consequence of this approval, one of their
members received this property from the Grand Secretary and returned
it to the Lodge.

On September 12, I issued a SPECIAL DISPENSATION to Grace
Lodge to hold a Special election of officers at a time other than specified
by law and to install such officers out of time. The customary fee was
waived.

On the evening of September 23, Grace Lodge No. 226 met in a
Special Communication and proceeded with the election and installation
of its elected and appointed officers.

On December 17, I approved an amendment to the existing By-Laws
of this Lodge.

During the period from the time of the election of officers to the
present, Grace Lodge has had five petitions and three have received
their Master Mason Degree. One suspended member has been reinstated.
Nine original members were lost by demission and three by death since
reorganization. There are now sixty-three members and the average at-
tendance has been between ten and fifteen with only one meeting having
been missed and that on account of adverse weather. I am informed
that the Brethren are working hard to perfect themselves in the work.

I am convinced that Grace Lodge has made a very creditable showing
and it is my pleasure to declare that all the necessary and stipulated re-
quirements imposed as a condition to the return of their Charter, have
been met and that they are now considered as one of the Regular Lodges
of this Grand Jurisdiction.

On December 21, 1957, I authorized Lily Lodge No. 154, to move their
Charter, records and furniture to their new Hall

On March 31, 1958, T authorized Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, to remove
its Charter, records and furniture from their temporary meeting place
immediately after formal inspection and recommendation by M. .W..
Walter R. Raecke that the new Temple was in readiness for oceupancy.

BY-LAWS APPROVED

During my term as Grand Master, I approved amendments to twenty-
one existing By-Laws.

BY-LAWS DISAPPROVED

I disapproved one proposed amendment to the existing By-Laws of
a certain lodge due to the fact that it called for a change in lodge dues
and was submitted on February 1, 1958. An approval at this time would
involve collecting one amount from brethren who had already paid and
a different amount from those paying later. This would be in conflict
with Section 2-601 which states: “Such dues and assessments shall be
uniform upon such members.”
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This by-law also contained a clause which stated as follows: “Dues
of Charter Members of this Lodge or any Brother who has been a member
of this Lodge for more than 40 years, shall be remitted and no dues shall
be charged them.” '

This clause is, in effect, granting life membership to such brethren
and is in violation of Section 2-405. This lodge was advised to revise this
section of their by-laws when re-submitted at a later date.

SPECIAL DISPENSATIONS

I granted twelve special dispensations to confer degrees without re-
gard to time to brethren who were in, or were about to enter, our armed
services, and to one who was home from a foreign country for a few days.
In each of these cases I instructed that the requirement regarding pro-
ficiency was waived only temporarily. In five instances I refused dispen-
sations to men who were leaving home to take a position in another part
of our Country or for other valid reasons.

I granted the request from eleven lodges to examine fifteen brothers
who had allowed more than the specified time to lapse. It appears that
there has been a downward trend in the number of these requests over
the past few years. If this is a reflection of a greater attempt on the part
of the lodges to insist on compliance with Seection 2-402, a real improve-
ment is indicated in this part of our work.

DISPENSATIONS TO ELECT AND INSTALL

December 11, 1957, to Omaha Lodge No. 288, to elect a Junior Warden,
the regularly elected Junior Warden having passed away. The fee was
waived.

December 21, to Ogalalla Lodge No. 159, to elect a Secretary, the
regularly elected Secretary having refused to accept the office. The fee
was not waived.

January 1, 1958, to Tyrian Lodge No. 243, to hold an election out
of time for the reason that a quorum was not present at the preseribed
meeting. The fee was not waived.

January 8, to Morning Star Lodge No. 197, to elect a Junior Warden,
the regularly elected Junior Warden having refused to be installed. The
fee was not waived.

January 17, to Melrose Lodge No. 60, to elect and install the present
Treasurer as Secretary and to eleect and install a new Treasurer. This
was occasioned by the regularly elected Secretary, Maurice Mintzmyer,
beeoming ill and unable to serve. The fee was waived.

February 18, to Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 57, to install a Senior Deacon,
on account of his working hours making it impossible for him to be present
for the regular installation. Feeling that the fee would be burdensome to
this lodge, it was waived.
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MIZPAH LODGE NO. 302

October 21, I approved the request of Mizpah Lodge No. 302 to
visit Glenwood Lodge No. 58, at Glenwood, Iowa, and to confer the Master
Mason Degree on a Nebraska Mason. This request was also approved by
the Grand Master of Iowa.

APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT

During the past year there were referred to me seventy-nine Ap-
plications for Reinstatement. Upon recommendation of the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements, sixty-seven were approved and twelve
were disapproved for obvious reasons. I also approved six applications
for admission on demits over three years old.

I wish to personally cxpress my appreciation of the untiring and
efficient efforts of this Committee of “old faithfuls”, W..La Verne J.
Smith, 288, Chairman; W.'.Robert J. McDermott, 281, and W.".Earl H.
Furman, 290. The contribution of this Committee is of immense value to
this Grand Lodge, and I can highly recommend them to the incoming
Grand Master.

TEMPLE BUILDING AND FINANCING

On August 9, 1957, T gave my approval to the proposed Articles of
Incorporation of Masonic Temple Craft Association of Grand Island
Lodge No. 318 and Ashlar Lodge No. 33 of Grand Island. These Articles
of Tncorporation were filed with the Secretary of State on October 17,
1957.

The Temple Building Advisory Committee was not burdened with
too many matters coming under their Jurisdietion. The applications re-
garding Lodge finaneing were given very sincere and thorough consider-
ation. I wish to personally thank W.".Otto Nelsen and the other members
of his committee for their untiring efforts in these matters. During

my term, I approved five finanecing plans, all of which were recommended
by the Committee.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED

The following were recommended to the M.".W.'.Grand Masters of
the various jurisdictions to be the Grand Representatives near Nebraska:
W. .Brothers Robert M. Herre, 224, Alberta; Clifford D. Webster, 321,
National Grand Lodge of Colombia; Paul O. Marti, 32, Alpina, Switzer-
land; Otto Nelsen, 300, Ohio; Ward V. Whittaker, 310, Ecuador; Richard
L. Ely, 128, Ireland; Ralph S. Tully, 25, Kentucky; John A. Bottorf, 49,
Louisiana; Alfred B. Saum, 46, Nevada; Arthur A. Gregory, 265, Oregon;
La Verne J. Smith, 288, Wisconsin; Ralph R. Carleton, 306, Oklahoma;
LaVerne A. Walker, 55, Peru; Frank H. Smith, 301, New Brunswick;
Richard L. Wait, 19, Utah.
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES COMMISSIONED

The following on recommendation of the M.".W.".Grand Masters were
commissioned as Grand Representatives of Nebraska near the various
jurisdictions: W.".Omre R. Smith, Mississippi; M.".W.".Guy H. Hummel,
Saskatchewan; Franklin A. Zumaeta, Peru; Joao Bento, Paraiba; Andre
Stavro, Alpina, Switzerland; Frank A. Smith, Arkansas; Willard Sauer,
Michigan; Hj. August Lind, Sweden.

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME

As was the case with so many of our affairs I was unable to devote
nearly as much time to our two Homes as was desired. The Nebraska
Masonic Home at Plattsmouth, under such management as our President,
William F. Patterson, and the fine Board of Trustees; Superintendent
William F. Evers and Assistant Superintendent Raymond F. Evers,
certainly leaves nothing to be desired. This Grand Master certainly
lent his moral support to these fine Brethren in recognition of the un-
surpassed devotion which they display. A Special Meeting of the Stock-
holders of The Nebraska Masonic Home was held at Plattsmouth on
September 7, 1957. The purpose of this meeting was to consider a vote
upon the new Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws as approved by the
Grand Lodge at its 100th Annual Communication. After the adoption of
these new Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws, a Board of Trustees,
consisting of fifteen members was elected, in accordance with the new
Articles. I attended the annual meeting of the Stockholders on January
23, 1958. The President, William F. Patterson, will present a complete
report later on in this session.

On June 27, 1957, T approved the request of the Grand Island Masonic
Bodies to solicit other lodges within a radius of 100 miles for the Annual
Thanksgiving Food Truck to The Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth.
October 8, I approved the request of the Masters and Wardens Club
of Omaha to solicit lodges for funds for Christmas Gifts for the residents
of our Homes. This was in accordanee with past practices. Mention
should be made of the Food Car sent by the Builder’s Club of Western
Necbragka. It seems that no approval has ever been asked, or given,
for this fine gesture on the part of the brethren from this part of the
state. I am sure no one would hesitate to heartily approve their action.

THE MASONIC-EASTERN STAR HOME FOR CHILDREN

I found it possible to attend one meeting only of the Board of
Trustees of The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children, the annual
meeting on January 23, 1958. I wish to personally congratulate the
President, Guy A. Olmsted, for the fine and efficient manner in which
he is conducting the affairs of this Home. He will present a detailed
report later on during the session.
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OMAHA HOME FOR BOYS

In spite of the fact that favorable reports have been made by the
Grand Masters during the past five years regarding the Omaha Home
for Boys, complaints from two other Grand Jurisdictions were received
and investigation proved that the directives of the 1952 Communication
had not been completely complied with. It appears that this discrepancy
had been entirely missed by previous sessions and I am convinced that
the officers of the Boys’ Home were not completely aware of the circum-
stances. I called this to the attention of the officers and they took im-
mediate steps to remedy the situation and I have sufficient evidence to
bear out the statement that this has been done. I feel we can, in full
confidence, rely on the assurances of these Brethren that they are mak-
ing every effort to interpret and comply with the directives of the Grand
Lodge.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES APPOINTED

Immediately after the close of the last Communication of the Grand
Lodge, I reappointed the Grand Lodge Business Affairs Committee in
compliance with the action of the Grand Lodge, said Committee consist-
ing of M.".W.".Brothers Edward F. Carter, Chairman; Benjamin F. Eyre,
Edward Huwaldt, Elmer E. Magee and Thomas J. Aron.

Previous to the 1957 Communication of the Grand Lodge, the Presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees of The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children, W. .Louis V. Sylvester, submitted a recommendation that a
committee from the Grand Chapter, O.E.S. and from the Grand Lodge
be appointed to study the situation with regard to determining ways and
means to make profitable use of the excess facilities at the Home. In
compliance with this recommendation on July 9, 1957 I appointed R.".W.".
John E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master, Chairman, with M.".W.".Brothers
Merle M. Hale and Elmer E. Magee.

In the Grand Master’s Address at our last Grand Lodge Communication,
his recommendation No. 3 ealled for the incoming Grand Master to appoint
a committee to investigate the Distriet Deputy System of other Grand
Jurisdictions and report at the next Annual Communication of the Grand
T.odge. Agreeable to his recommendation, on January 27, 1958, T appointed
the following to serve on this committee: M..W.".Walter R. Raecke,
Chairman; M.".W,".Brothers Fay Smith, William C. Schaper, John 8.
Hedelund and George A. Kurk.

CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS IN NORTH AMERICA

The annual meeting of the Conference of Grand Masters in North
America wes held in Washington D. C. on February 20 and 21, 1958. This
is perhaps the most outstanding event which it is the privilege of Grand
Masters to enjoy during their tenure of office. As has been pointed out
many times, at this conference no deecisions are made but many questions
for discussion are presented and the pros and cons are given by very
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capable Grand Masters. It is merely to afford the opportunity to ex-
change ideas on mutual problems.

Along with Mrs. Babbitt and me, the others and their ladies from
Nebraska were as follows: M.".W.".Charles F. Adams, M.".W. . William
B. Wanner, R.""W.".John E. Beaver, R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, M.".E.".
Robert E. Lund, M.".E.".Louis V. Sylvester, M.".I.".Wilfred C. Boldt and
Ill. Brother, Joseph W. Seacrest. For the second year in succession, we
were without the company of M.".W." .Lewis E. Smith and Mrs. Smith.

The Grand Lodge of Nebraska is still honored in that M. .W.".Charles
F. Adams continues to be a member of the Committee on Information and
Recognition.

We were especially honored in having as our guests at the Grand
Master’s banquet, our members of Congress who are Masons, and their
Ladies. These Guests were Senator and Mrs. Roman Hruska, Senator and
Mrs. Carl T. Curtis, Congressman and Mrs. A. L. Miller, Congressman
and Mrs. Phil Weaver and Congressman and Mrs. Robert Harrison, The
banquet speaker was Brother The Honorable Christian A, Herter, Under
Secretary of State.

As in the past, we were invited to attend the Frank Land Breakfast
and the Wisconsin Breakfast. At the Frank Land Breakfast there were
a great many of the President’s Cabinet and Justices of the Supreme
Court as well as many other distinguished guests. The speaker was our
Vice President, Honorable Richard M. Nixon.

As always, the hospitality and fellowship of our Wisconsin brethren
is most enjoyable.

One of the most enjoyable privileges of this Conference is the in-
vitation to the House of The Temple as guests of Luther A. Smith, Illus-
trious Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of the Southern Jurisdiction. Illustrious Brother Joseph
W. Seacrest, our Soverign Grand Inspector General in Nebraska, was one
of the hosts.

On the final evening of the Conference, the Brethren of the Nebraska

Delegation were the guests of our Grand Secretary, R.".W.".Carl R.
Greisen, at the Grand Secretary’s Banquet.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

On Saturday, February 22, we attended the Annual Meeting of the
George Washington Masoniec National Memorial Association at the
Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia. We continue to be honored in having
M.".W.".Brother Charles F. Adams, a member of the Board of Directors
of the Memorial Association.

With the Dedication of the Cryptic Room of Royal and Select Masters
at this time, the Memorial is very mnear completion.
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Your Grand Master was chosen a member of the Committee to place
a wreath on the Tomb, at Mt. Vernon, of our first President and most
distinguished Mason, George Washington.

TRIAL COMMISSIONS

As with all Grand Masters, one of the unpleasant duties he is called
upon to perform is the appointment of Trial Commissions. It became
necessary for me to appoint eleven such Commissions; nine on account
of engaging in the sale of liquor and two on account of moral turpitude.
Trials have been held in nine cases, seven resulting in expulsion and two
Indefinite Suspension. Two have not come to trial at this time.

FORMAL VISITATIONS TO OTHER BODIES IN NEBRASKA

June 26, 1957; Temple Council No. 20, R.& S.M., Scottsbluff.

September 21, Area Meeting of the Chapters of Royal Arch Masons,
Sidney.

September 25, Attended the conferring of the Super Excellent
Masters’ degree on a class of candidates, by Temple Council No. 20. Re-
ceived and introduced.

Scptember 27, Dinner in honor of the Grand Worthy Matron, Sister
Mary Ecklund, and other Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter, O.E.S,,
with Dome Rock Chapter No. 215, Scottsbluff, and Scotts Bluff Chapter
No. 133, Gering, as hosts.

September 28, Dinner as above at Mitchell, with Sunflower Chapter
No. 214, Mitchell; Morrill Chapter No. 280, Morrill, and Pioneer Chapter
No. 312, Lyman, as hosts.

January 15, 1958; Installation of the officers of Dome Rock Chapter
No. 215, O.E.S. On this occasion R.".W..John F. Futcher, Grand Junior
Warden, happened to be in town on business and attended as our guest.

March 20, the Omaha Consistory of Scottish Rite 135th Traditional
Banquet.

March 23, the annual meeting of the Scottish Rite Relief Board and
the Scottish Rite Educational and Welfare Association at Lincoln.

April 15, Sunflower Chapter No. 214, O.E.S. Celebrating their Semi-
Centennial.

April 16, 17 and 18, attended Grand Commandery, K.".T.". at Lincoln.

May 7, Scotts Bluff Chapter No. 133, O.E.S. Guest Night, Received
and introduced.

May 13, 14 and 15, Eighty-third Annual Session of the Grand Chapter
of Nebraska, Order of the Eastern Star.

April 11, at the Annual Spring Reunion Banquet of the Lincoln Con-

sistory, A.A.S.R., I was represented by W. .Herbert A. Ronin, Grand
Senior Deacon.
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VISITATIONS TO SUBORDINATE LODGES, AREA MEETINGS
AND CENTRAL SCHOOLS

As was the case with most of my obligations, my visitations were
not nearly as extensive as I might have wished. I was formally received
at practically all of these visitations unless they were a repeat. On these
occasions I asked that it be informal, and some of these are not recorded.

July 15, 1957—Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265.

July 16—Pioneer No. 322.

September 10—Bayard No. 301.

January 9, 1958—Oasis No. 271, installed the officers.

January 10—Pioneer No. 322, installed the officers.

January 13—Robert W. Furnas No. 265, installed the officers.

January 14—Bayard No. 301, installed the officers.

January 16—Mitehell No. 263, installed the officers.

January 17—Minatare No. 295, installed the officers.

January 18—Frank Welech No. 75, on the occasion of the Edu-
cational Committee’s Area Meeting for that section.

January 24—Tecumseh No. 17. Attended the installation of their
officers by W. .Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian.

January 30—Minden No. 127. Dinner and informal meeting on the
occasion of the presentation of the Fifty-year Button to M.".W. .Charles
A. Chappell, Past Grand Master. Lodge was not opened, therefore I was
not formally received. This was a particular honor for me. Other guests
were M..W.".Brothers Ralph O. Canaday, Walter R. Raecke, William C.
Schaper and R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary.

February 5—Gothenburg No. 249, the home lodge of our Grand Junior
Deacon, Ernest O. Van Wey. The following Grand Officers were Present:
R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary, W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand
Custodian, W.".Elsworth F. Du Teau, Grand Orator, who delivered a fine
address, and W..Ernest O. Van Wey.

March 6—Alliance No. 183. I was formally introduced by M.".W.".
Edward M. Knight, who appointed me in the Grand Lodge Line.

March 10 and 11-—Robert W. Furnas No. 265 on the occasion of the
Central School for this area. T was again formally received and had the
honor of presenting the Commissions of Grand Representative to W.'.
Brothers Frank H. Smith, Assistant Custodian and Arthur A. Gregory,
member of the Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans. W. .Raymond
C. Cook conducted the School.

March. 12—Harmony No. 321. W.".Raymond C. Cook spoke to this
gathering.

Mareh 14—Frank Welch No. 75, on the occasion of the Central
School for that section. Potter Lodge No. 313 was host lodge. The School
was conducted by W.".Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian.
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March 21—East Lincoln No. 210, Home Lodge of W.'.Herbert A.
Ronin, Grand Senior Deacon.

March 22—Beatrice No. 26, at the time of the meeting of the
Committee on Masonic Education for that Area.

March 27—Alliance No. 183. Master Mason Degree conferred by
members of the Scottish Rite in formal dress.

March 29—Golden Rod Lodge No. 306. Spoke informally and the next
morning, Sunday, March 30, enjoyed their annual Past Master’s breakfast
and delivered a short address.

April 1—Camp Clarke Lodge No. 285, official visitation, gave short
address.

April 7—Kimball No. 294, official visitation and gave short address.

May 12—Robert W. Furnas No. 265, on the occasion of the celebration
of their Fiftieth Anniversary.

In addition to the visitations listed above, there were a large number
at which the various Grand Officers attended and were officially received
and introduced as my personal representative. I wish to personally thank
these Grand Officers for so graciously assisting me in this manner.

In quite a number of instances it was my pleasure to present personal
certificates and Lodge certificates of proficiency on behalf of W.".Ray-
mond C. Cook, Grand Custodian.

VISITATIONS TO OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS

These visitations were held to a minimum during the past year. Mrs.
Babbitt and I personally visited as follows:

June 11-12; 1957, the Grand Lodge of South Dakota at Rapid City.
R.".'W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary, and Mrs. Greisen were also
present.

August 26-27, the Grand Lodge of Wyoming at Newcastle, with
R.".W.". and Mrs. Greisen also in attendance.

January 28-29, The Grand Lodge of Colorado at Denver.
All of these visitations were very much enjoyed.

September 23, 1957, M.".W. .Herbert T. White, Past Grand Master,
who was visting in California, was the guest of that Grand Jurisdietion
as my personal representative. I was most happy to have M.".W. .Brother
‘White do this for me.

September 19-20-21, it was my pleasure to appoint R.".W.".John
E. Beaver, Deputy Grand Master, as my personal representative to the
Grand Lodge of Iowa. He and Mrs. Beaver reported a most enjoyable
visit.

Apgain, on March 11-12, 1958, it was my pleasure to designate R.".W.".
John E. and@ Mrs. Beaver to represent us at the Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge of Kansas at Topeka. They reported another very
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pleasant visit. R.".W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary, and Mrs. Greisen
were also in attendance.

As a consequence of our Centennial Celebration at our last Annual
Communication at which time we enjoyed the presence of so many dis-
tinguished guests from other jurisdictions, I received a great many in-
vitations which I had to regret. These were: The Grand Lodges of Canada
in the Province of Ontario, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, Alabama, Ar-
kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Minnesota, State
of Israel, North Carolina, Florida and Indiana.

VISITATION INVITATIONS NOT ACCEPTED

During my year as Grand Master, I found it necessary to de-
cline a vast number of invitations to our Subordinate Lodges and other
Bodies. At the Lodges I did visit, I found a great deal of enjoyment and
satisfaction and I deem it one of the most disappointing factors in my
term of office in mnot being able to visit all of the lodges from whom I
received invitations. I believe that in making such visitations, the
Grand Master is enabled to render maximum service to his brethren.

In regard to visitations to related bodies, I especially regret my in-
ability to accept the following:

The Grand Guardian Council, International Order of Jobs Daughters,
held at Alliance on June 11, 12 and 13, 1957. This occurred while I was
attending the Grand Lodge of South Dakota. I was however much
gratified in that M.".W..Edward M. Knight, Past Grand Master, was
present and very capably acted in the capacity of my personal represen-
tative.

The Annual Session of the Grand Assembly, Order of Rainbow for
Girls of Nebraska on June 12, 13 and 14. This was particularly regretted
on acecount of the fact that Carol Smith, daughter of Past Grand Master
Fay Smith and Mrs. Smith, was the Grand Worthy Advisor.

The Nebraska State Chapter Order of De Molay Annual Coneclave
on August 2, 3 and 4.

The Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, R.".&S.".M.". in Nebraska
on December 3.

The Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter R.".A.".M.". of Ne-
braska on December 4 and 5.

May 17, 1958, Tehama Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., Hastings, Spring Cere-
monial.

THE GRAND SECRETARY

Knowing full well, by this time, the problems facing a new Grand
Master suddenly assuming the duties of his office, it seems that his task
would be unsurmountable were it not for the fact that he can rely on
the vast store of knowledge, experience and acquaintance available to
him by way of the Grand Secretary. R.".W. .Brother Carl’s ever-ready
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counsel, advice and knowledge is free for the asking and is completely
devoid of any hint of an attempt to dictate a policy for the Grand
Master to follow. I am going to miss our pleasant relationship as Grand
Master and Grand Secretary, and I sincerely hope, in my new status,
this relationship may long continue.

THE GRAND CUSTODIAN AND ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

Except for the considerable period last fall when our Grand Custo-
dian, W.".Brother Raymond C. Cook, was laid low by the Asiatic Flu, he
has carried on the important duties of his office with such a measure of
devotion as would not be expected by any self-respecting Grand Lodge.
I personally know he was in the harness under conditions such as would
have most of the rest of us home in bed. It is a wonderful thing to be
held in such high esteem as is Ray throughout this Grand Jurisdiction
and to be in such demand as an Installing Officer and Speaker, all of
which greatly add to the burdens of his regular duties. I would not
know what to suggest but do know the pace he pursues is too great for
any one man to follow. I know his is a labor of love and it is very difficult

to talk anyone such as he into foregoing a part of this service to his
brethren.

It has so happened that it will have been my lot to confer the title of
Assistant Custodian Emeritus on three of our brethren: W.'.Jesse P.
Entreken who was the Senior Assistant Custodian; W.".Roy S. Planck and
W. .Lewis E. Baker, the first two for reasons of health and the latter on
account of his leaving the State. To me, the conferring of this title carries
with it one of the highest honors that can be given by this Grand Lodge. It
is evidence of a great many years of devotion; sacrifice of time and
wealth and duties to home and children; all this without fee or reward
other than is gained from the satisfaction derived from the performance
of a great service to the brethren of our Jurisdiction.

It was also my pleasure to commission five new Assistant Custodians.
In order to not encroach too deeply upon the remarks forthcoming from
the Grand Custodian, I will reserve any further comment I might make
that will be ecovered in his annual report later on.

THE COMMITTEE ON MASONIC EDUCATION

I found it possible to attend only two of the fine area meetings
conducted by the Chairman of the Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic
Education, W.".Howard J. Hunter, and his fine committeemen. These
meetings were at Sidney on January 18 and at Beatrice on March 22,
These were attended by a number of Grand Lodge Officers and attracted
a very good turnout of the neighboring brethren.

There is very much to be said about the fine work of this Committee
and their great serviece to Masonry throughout this Grand Jurisdiction,

however I am sure this will be very capably taken care of in the report
of the Chairman.
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DECISIONS

1. 1 advised Alexandria Lodge No. 74 that they had the authority
to sell a portion of their lot which was not essential to their temple, pro-
vided that all members were informed as to the time action would be
taken and a majority vote was in favor of such. sale.

2. A lodge inquired regarding a petitioner who was living in a
trailer home and working out of the jurisdiction of the lodge. He received
his mail and paid taxes in the town of the lodge. He apparently did not
own or rent a fixed residence. I ruled that the petitioner was not eligible
under Section 2-803.

3. A lodge inquired regarding a petitioner who had an artifieial
limb to above the knee. I naturally ruled that the petitioner was not
eligible to receive the degrees of Masonry.

4, A lodge inquired regarding the eligibility of a petitioner who
had been stricken with polio a few years ago. I requested M.".W. .George
A. Kurk to investigate the case and, upon his recommendation, I ruled that
this man could not comply with our requirements.

5. A lodge inquired regarding the eligibility of a petitioner who
is a vietim of polio. This young man was reported to be able to conform
to all of our requirements with the exception that he could not quite
form a full 90 degree angle with his feet. In view of the fact that he
can come nearer to complying in this respect than is observed among
909% of those who are able and that the exception was so slight, I ruled
that this man was eligible. He was accordingly elected and received his
degrees.

6. The Civil Defense Rules Committee of Omaha invited the
Magsonic Organization to unite in the organization of Group Participation
Unit of Civil Defense Advisory Council. I ruled that, no matter how
worthy the cause, Masonic Organizations, as such, could not participate
in this program.

7. A lodge inquired regarding the petition of a serviee man who
had returned and lived three months in the Jurisdietion of the lodge. He
was then transferred to a station in Georgia. I leld that they could not
receive his petition, according to Section 2-803.

8. A Lincoln Lodge asked for a ruling concerning the petition of
a service man who had married a Lincoln girl and had lived off the
Air Base for over one year. He was not a registered voter. I ruled that
being a registered voter is not a requirement for establishing residence
and that, if the investigating committee had determined that the peti-
tioner had actually resided within the jurisdietion of the lodge for the
required time, it would be in order for them to receive his petition.

9. In answer to a request from a lodge to hold a “sort of smoker
meeting for the lodge members and their Non-Masonic friends”, I ad-
vised that I assumed this to be what is usually termed “Guest Night”
and would be in order.
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10. A member of a certain lodge appealed to me over the decisions
rendered by three lodges in answer to charges filed against a brother
from each of the three lodges. Upon investigation, it was determined that
all charges were of a civil nature; that no civil court action had been
instituted; that no Masonic offence had been committed and my ruling
was in favor of the action of the three lodges involved.

11, A lodge made inquiry regarding the eligibility of a brother
for reinstatement who had been suspended for non-payment of dues on
December 31, 1956 and had since that time, lost his left hand above the
wrist., I quoted from Sections 3-703 and 2-904 and ruled the brother
was eligible for reinstatement. A refusal to do so would be equivalent
to suspending a member in good standing who might have met with
such an accident. It would be unthinkable for a lodge to take such action.

12, My attention was called to an announcement by a certain lodge,
as evidenced by one of their tickets which read as follows; MASONIC
STREET DANCE, PUBLIC INVITED, DONATION 50¢. It appeared
mandatory that I take action in this case and immediately took up the
matter with the Worshipful Master. My interference was not, at first,
very favorably received, however, after everything was fully considered,
a full understanding was established. The lodge withdrew all sponsor-
ship of this social affair and gave their cooperation to my entire satis-
faction.

13. A lodge asked for a ruling relative to a “Dedication Meeting
of the Rainbow Girls Charter” on Sunday, and posing the question as
to whether it would be permissible for the Rainbow Girls to hold their
regular meetings on Sunday.

I advised that I found nothing in our law preventing the use
of our halls on Sunday; that the Grand Lodge assumes no jurisdiction
over such organizations as the Rainbow Girls, other than requiring that
the hall be used according to our rules. As to the legality of their
holding meetings on Sunday this would be strictly a matter for their
Grand Officers to decide.

14. My attention was called to the fact that one of the Shrine Clubs
had advertised, and sold tickets, for a Sunday Night Dance. Believing
it improper for a Masonic Body to sponsor a commercial venture such as
this which could easily result in a vast amount of adverse publicity to
Masonry and certainly is not in conformity with our ideals and principles,
I directed that this Shrine Club renounce all sponsorship of this affair
and so advertise the fact. This directive was accordingly complied with
and I wish to sincerely thank the brethren concerned for their cooperation.

15. Another Shrine Club requested my opinion regarding sponsoring
a Shrine Cireus on Sunday. I informed them that I could not personally
sanction this affair, believing such events are not good advertising of
Masonic Ideals. However since a precedent has been established and other
Clubs have been sponsoring Sunday Shrine Circuses without interference,
I would not formally object in this particular case. It is my opinion
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that this Grand Lodge should give serious consideration to the adoption
of regulations covering such cases as these.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. At the last annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, Section
1-304 of the By-Laws was amended to provide that the Jurisprudence
Committee shall consist of the five Senior Past Grand Masters and the
two immediate Junior Past Grand Masters, residing in Nebraska. Our
former By-Law provided that all Past Grand Masters present should
constitute the Committee on Jurisprudence. It has been traditional since
the founding of this Grand Lodge that the Jurisprudence Committee
should be so Constituted. There are times when an idea, which appears
to have great merit, is actually put into effect, the resulting consequences
prove to be something unforeseen. I find that the new By-Law has not
been generally acceptable throughout the Jurisdiction. It has created
a continuing dissatisfaction and a lack of harmony within our ranks.
Many of our Past Grand Masters, with long records of faithful service
to the fraternity, have seen their works rejected. The Grand Lodge has
been deprived of their advice and counsel which have been of immense
value throughout the years. Some of the five Senior Past Grand Masters
have reached an age where their presence is not assured and some have
other Masonic duties to perform which make such duties too burdensome
under the present arrangement. Tradition has a strong hold upon the
members of the Order, particularly those who have been members for
long periods of time. I am personally convinced that we made a very
serious mistake in adopting this By-Law in its present form. The work
of this committee is of such importance that it is entitled to the collective
experience and judgment of all the Past Grand Masters in attendance
at a Grand Lodge session. Being sincerely of the opinion that the best
interests of the Grand Lodge and the reestablishment of harmony among
the brethren require a return to the former method, I recommend that
Section 1-304, as now written, be repealed and that the former section
in existence immediately prior to the 1957 Annual Communication be
adopted in place thereof.

2. As a result of a Resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge at its
1956 Communication, M.".W.".Merle M. Hale, Grand Master, appointed a
Special Committee known as “Grand Lodge Business Affairs Committee.”
In spite of the vast accomplishment of this Committee, it appeared that
there was a great amount of unfinished business remaining at the 1957
Communication and it was decided that this Special Committee be con-
tinued for another year. I aceordingly reappointed the same Committee.
It now appears that the funetions of this committee make it highly desir-
able that it be continued indefinitely. I therefore submit the following
recommendation: That Section 1-301, paragraph 2, as amended in 1957, be
amended to include the “Grand Lodge Business Affairs Committee” as
one of the Standing Committees, to be governed by the same regulations
which apply to the present standing committees.
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3. As I interpret our law in its present form, the only way for a
member, holding a resident or dual membership in a Lodge in this Juris-
diction, to terminate such membership is to be suspended for non-pay-
ment of dues. Section 2-412, paragraph 10, page 63 of the new Code,
provides as follows: “A member holding a resident or dual membership
in a Lodge in this Jurisdiction may apply for and obtain a demit under
the rules and regulations prescribed for regular members of Lodges hold-
ing a single membership.”

Section 2-1401 provides that a demit shall be issued only upon
receipt of that portion of the certificate of membership which officially
certifies as to his election to another lodge. It is highly improbable that
a dual member would desire to tranfer this dual membership to another
lodge and it is highly reasonable that such member would desire to termi-
nate his dual membership upon removing from the jurisdiction of the
lodge. I therefore recommend that Section 2-412, paragraph 10, be
amended as follows: “A member holding resident or dual membership in
a Lodge in this Jurisdiction may apply for and obtain a demit with the
waiver of the provisions governing the granting of a demit to regular
members of Lodges holding a single membership.”

4. At the 1957 Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge, the
Grand Master’s recommendation No. 9 was as follows; “At the suggestion
of the Grand Secretary I recommend that Chapter XXIY, Section 3-403 of
the By-laws be revised to permit the use of either registered or certified
mail.” This recommendation was approved by the Jurisprudence Com-
mittee and was adopted. Tt is further recommended by the Grand Secre-
tary that Chapter V, Section 3-508, last sentence, be also revised to
permit the use of either registered or certified mail.

5. Section 3-706 of the By-laws states as follows: NOTICE TO THE
GRAND SECRETARY—When a Mason shall have been expelled or sus-
pended by a lodge, the Secretary shall notify such brother and the Grand
Secretary of such action. It is recommended that Section 3-706 be voided
as this is ecovered in Section 2-311, DUTIES OF THE SECRETARIES.

STATE OF THE CRAFT

While there is nothing spectacular to report, I believe Nebraska
Masonry remains on a very solid foundation. Our net gain in member-
ship was not nearly as large as in certain other years but nevertheless,
we did show a gain when many other Grand Jurisdictions barely held
their own or suffered distinet losses. No charters were arrested or sur-
rendered. My attention was called to serious internal difficulties in but
one lodge and I am pleased to report that this illness is being healed.
It is gratifying to note that many small lodges have had a large increase
in work and their enthusiasm is running high. Everything considered, I
believe Nebraska Masonry has enjoyed a very successful year.
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CONCLUSION

So now passeth another milestone in Nebraska Masonry’s 101 years
to become history. This history will not record any outstanding achieve-
ments or failures during this additional chapter but has furnished a
normal, orderly progress for which we can all be truly grateful.

Many of the regulations recommended by the Committee on Grand
Lodge Business Affairs have been put into effect and more are to come,
all done with the idea of gaining a more efficient conducting of the
affairs of an institution with such a vast scope as ours. It all points to
great things to come for this Grand Jurisdiction.

My appreciation for the vast amount of valuable support and sympa-
thetic understanding which has been mine is beyond expression. The
honor has been great and I am very proud to pass on this honor to my
worthy sucecessor who holds my highest esteem and respect. May he
enjoy, as I have, the counsel, guidance and blessing of the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe.

Fraternally submitted,

Grand Master
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

The Grand Secretary presents his report as follows:

GRAND LODGE RECORDS

During the year we have been able to micro-film more than a third
of our card files. We hope to complete the card files this year and then
start on the returns. The micro-filming of our records certainly gives
us additional vault space.

RETURNS

Complete returns have been received from the 276 lodges, all dues
and fees for the year 1957 have been paid in full. Our thanks to the
Secretaries for their promptness and co-operation.

GRIEVANCES

Petitions for restoration have been received from five applicants.
These have all been referred to the Committee on Grievances for con-
sideration and report at this annual communieation.

CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS

Jewel Lodge No. 149, Merna No. 171 and Gauge No. 208 have been
cited to appear and show cause why their charter should not be forfeited
in accordance with action taken by the Grand Lodge at its 100th Annual
Communiecation.

On August 17, 1957, the Charter, books and records of Grace Lodge
No. 226, Wilcox, were returned. This was authorized at the 100th Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge.

FIFTY-YEAR BUTTONS

The records show that 138 Fifty-year buttons were presented during
the year. We now have 685 brethren in this distinguished group, as
compared with 605 a year ago.

JORDAN MEDALS

Thirty-eight special meetings and ceremonies have been held this
year at which time the senior member of the lodge was presented with
the Robert Carrel Jordan Bronze Medal. It means, too, that thirty-eight
brethren who were proud to wear the likeness of our first Grand Master,
have laid down their working tools for the final time,
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MEMORIAL LODGE OF OMAHA U.".D.".

To W. .Ralph S. Tully, the Officers and Brethren of Memorial Lodge
of Omaha, U.".D.".; we express our thanks and appreciation. This lodge
is called upon many times each year to conduct the funeral of a sojourn-
ing brother. It is a great service to the Grand Lodge.

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC CODE

The Centennial edition of the Law of Freemasonry in Nebraska was
mailed to each subordinate lodge. We notice in our visits to some of the
lodges that the new edition of the law is not in evidence, and the 1924
or 1946 copy is the only one on hand. We suggest that the copies prio:
to the Centennial issue be disposed of.

FINANCIAL REPORT

On November 11, 1957, at 9:30 a.m. in the Trust Department of the
United States National Bank of Omaha in the presence of Lewis E. Smith,
Chairman, Grand Trustees; Leslie E. Martin, Viee-Chairman; Carl D.
Ganz, William E. Moor, Grand Trustees; William F. Patterson, President
of The Nebraska Masonic Home; Ellsworth Moser. President, United
States National Bank of Omaha; Henry Pierpont, Vice President and
Trust Officer; G. E. Winslade, Trust Officer, and Leonard A. Nelson,
Certified Public Accountant for the Grand Trustees; Carl R. Greisen,
Grand Seecretary, Grand Lodge, A.".F.".&A.".M.". of Nebraska, and Secre-
tary of The Nebraska Masonic Home, delivered to Mr. G. E. Winslade,
Trust Officer of the United States National Bank, all securities belonging
to and in the name of the Grand Lodge A..F.".&A.".M.’. of Nebraska
and The Nebraska Masonic Home.

All securities were accounted for and in order and R.".W. .Brother
Greisen was given a receipt for same, signed by Mr. G. E. Winslade, Trust
Officer.

SPECIAL ACCOUNT
May 10, 1958

DEBIT

Received from 46,039 members at $3.00 each................ $138,117.00
Received from 1,333 initiations at $10.00 each............... 13,330.00
Received from 10 affiliations at $10.00 each................ 100.00
Received from Surety Bond Premiums...................... 641.90
Received from Supplies ............ccciiiiiiiiiiiiienainn, 3,485.10
Received from Liability Insurance.............cienveunnnnn 4,143.51
Received from 1,227 brethren for George Washington Masonic

National Memorial Association at $1.00 each............. 1,227.00
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CREDIT
Transferred to The Nebraska Masonic Home.......o00veunn. $ 92,078.00
Transferred to Maintenance Fund...........c.oveuunnnnn.. 6,905.85
Transferred to Relief Fund...........oiienemeninnnenennans 9,207.80
Transferred to General Fund..........cc.oiiierinnnnennnn. 47,498.86
Transferred to Permanent Reserve Fund..............c...... 1,227.00
Transferred to Supply Account............civvvvnrnnnnnnnnn 4,127.00
A5 6 96 0,000,000 6600066006000 60080600000 BEAS 6 g0 $161,044.51
GENERAL FUND

May 10, 1958

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand, May 10, 1957. . ...iruriiniierenrnenennnnnns $ 55,637.37
Received from Appropriations.............ccovviuiiennnnnn. 835.15
Received from Special Dispensations.........c.eveeveeenann.s 40.00
Craes Lealge Nes 280 000000500 0000080000000080000040600000 17.00
WHEENIETNEETI o 0 0o 6500000060000000060060.600060308006008000800 26.94
Sl @ TERCEMGEEE. 6000000 0000840000006000006008000000000 36.00
Refund on telephone service............oiviinnvernnnennnnns 300.00
Special appropriations, Childrens Home Endowment Fund.... 8,000.00
Special appropriations, Relief and Care of Orphans.......... 7,000.00
12E70Ill BRI 6 0 06000 adanan000odaaa6666aa0000660000060000 1,293.40
JIHEIREER 4000 0.06 0966 0806000 080008006066 008 0050 do.06 5003 b 00 574.03
Rpeeial] AGEOWEE, 60 500000000300060009000000030060000065008800 47,498.86
o 0 0 0 060 0 0 0 G OTH OBBIE SO B IBOa 0T b a6 500 N0 T o 6 I 06 o $121,258.75

CASH CREDIT
126700 *58000 60000800 0B36H06mE 060 o 0blo6 o do 088 6AT0 ARGA 06 DA $ 12,351.90
Reporting Grand Lodge proceedings...........ccveueunnennn. 75.00
Errndl TGP0 0 0 0 600000 00005 60800005060066800000500806053000 15.00
@Gl OwEEniEs o po'sonaobonooadssoboonsaaaaasslonoaca6006 060 10.00
Committee on Masonic Education............ovuiiineennnnn. 1,800.00
Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans........covevvennonn 600.00
Unassigned expense, direction of Grand Master.............. 876.00
Travel expense, Grand Master.........covveenneenvnnneenann 2,500.00
Travel expense, Grand Seeretary...........cooiveeeeeennnn. 1,500.00
Travel expense, Grand Custodian...........c..oivviiiaa.,., 5,600.00
Raymond C. Cook, Grand Custodian’s salary.................. 5,500.00
Grand Officers expense and Committee expense.............. 1,050.00
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary Emeritus.................. 500.00
Grand Secretary’s Clerieal staff....................c.on.. 7,440.00
Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary Salary..............ccuuu.. 7,500.00
Rent, Grand Lodge quarters to June, 1958................... 2,200.00
AW @F 190080 500000 50000000 000600680065a00008000000000000 350.00
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Grand Secretary office eXpense...........eevenrerennoeccans 4,500.00
Past Grand Master’s jewel...... ... ... ittt 154.00
Proceedings and advanced copies........c.coiiiiiiiiiiiinna. 4,500.00
Liability insurance premium.............cciiiieiieiieeiinns 22.60
Masonic Relief Association............cciiiiiiiiiniineennnns 292.82
Soeiil Seemiyy (520000600000 06 60006 a600000000 0000600000000 615.15
Bond premium Grand Lodge Officers..........cooiievuninnns 331.20
Compensation INSUFANCE. .. .....cuuiuirennsnreennnneerananans 41.01
Grace Lodge, dues returned..........cooviviiiieninerinnenn 22.50
Printing Grand Lodge By-Laws.........ccciiiiieinenennans 4,800.00
TN di7-ERr [T, 5 00 066 080800 6006 0a00660066468080500000000 594.00
Nebraska Lodge No. 1..... ... iiniiiiiiiiiininaannnnnns 430.00
Additional bond for Grand Trustees...............ccovveunn 378.00
Committee on Grand Lodge Business Affairs................. 1,999.50
Comprehensive Public Liability insurance................... 4,145.76
Cash on hand May 10, 1958. .. .....cciiiiiiieinnneerenennnns 48,564.31

] o 5oma o0 0 06 ajo 0 0 0:0.0 4 4,00 0 BB 0 b ARG 0 FOI0 05 6,00 00TE $121,258.75

SUPPLY ACCOUNT
May 10, 1958

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1957. . ... ... utiiiiiiiienieenenennn $ 6,881.35
Received from supplies.............eeiniinrrreerencrnnnnnen 3,485.10
Received from Lodges for Bond Premium...............0..0. 641.90
Received from sale of Grand Lodge By-Laws................ 4.00
IR L B o o S | )t 6o 0o p Ho'd o o6 b b B o b ao $ 11,012.35

CASH CREDIT

Premium on Seeretaries and Treasurers bond................ $ 575.73
Supplies) o #0ot uaobano6blpadtobbo o 8PP d6 0056 0060090008000 00004 2.258.31
IPOEHA(TE | o 0 o a oo ab JBE0000060GHA00E OB BOHET CE0BE0a00E E oo a0 0 650.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1958. .. ... ...ciiuiiiiiiiiiiiiinnennn 7,528.31

PROLAIRL. -onra. o [ o ons Rt LAaners o ke, o1 oo oie5 Shaas ol oo Ekekenoelhe $ 11,012.35

CENTENNIAL CONTINGENT FUND
May 10, 1958

CASH DEBIT
Cash on hand May 10, 1957........cooiiiiiiiiiieiinnnennnn. $ 25,579.86
Received from M.".W.".Merle M. Hale on Banner............. 225.00
Refund from M.".W.".William L. Wright, Thanksgiving Service
Speaker, for eXpense. ...ttt iiiniii it 475.00
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Received from sale of Centennial plates............covvevinn, 169.25
HF Il 0003b 006 5600 000000 00050486 6005038000600 0B Es 0D $ 26,449.11

CASH CREDIT
Wearmantis W@, 82 % 1000060000 0000060000000680000606 0006600 $ 17,577.18
i o freamal Wy A0, s 60 gocoon o000 0000006a00000a0dboab 8,871.93
ATl Bl i 8o o BB oOE & 6 o ARG T o S & $ 26,449.11

RELIEF FUND
May 10, 1958

CASH DEBIT
©ern em Tl 14 esy A0}, Y 4ubacb000000800000 00006800608 0000 $ 12,977.68
Eioeril ACEITINGG 6o 0000000000 0006060000050000009606080600005 9,207.80
W50 66,500 0000066000006 6000006083006 060B65 0B ok $ 22,185.48

CASH CREDIT
Paid to Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans............ $ 3,000.00
Special appropriation to General Fund........ccouvvivinnnn.. 7,000.00
Cash on hand May 10, 1958. . ... ..c.uuiiriiiiinnannnananenss 12,185.48
LG 0 0 000 006 000 0 Jb 000 5060 p B0 000 T4 LS6 EE0000 568 $ 22,185.48

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The Nebraska Masonic Home
Assets and Liabilities
January 1, 1958

Permanent
Endowment Building
and Fund
General Bequest (Pieper
ASSETS Totals Fund Fund Fund)

Cash on deposit:
The Omaha National
Bank, Omaha ...... $ 125,671.71 $ 99,172.76 $ 26,498.95
Plattsmouth State
Bank, Plattsmouth . 10,000.00  10,000.00
National Bank of

Commerce, Lincoln . 7,359.33 7,359.33
United States National
of Omaha .......... 3,486.78 3,486.78

United States National
of Omaha—Trust
D&% cocoobooodoo 18,229.77 1,303.64 3,969.44 12,956.69
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Building Association .. 8,490.30 8,490.30
Stock in Metropolitan
Building & Loan
Association ........ 1,045.16 1,045.16
Bonds and stocks ...... 1,232,538.16 230,504.99 764,21547 237,817.70
Real estate mortgages .. 33,927.22 350.15  33,577.07
Buildings and grounds—
Masonic Home ....... 1.00 1.00
Buildings and grounds—
MR EWTEIRY o 0000000060600 1.00 1.00
Furnishings—Masonie
JSERE" 0 doooa6adoadoo 1.00 1.00
Furnishings—Infirmary . 1.00 1.00
$1,440,752.43 $354,357.78 $828,260.93 $258,133.72
LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH
Balance in Entertainment
NGl 0 5000 66660006 ok ¢  1,880.01 1,880.01
Balance in Memory Fund 9,924.32 9,924.32
Balance in Thanksgiving
IRE oo da6dabado8boos 5,028.98 5,028.98
Balance in Perpetual
Room Fund .......... 775.00 775.00:
Balance in Room
Furnishings Fund .... 3,486.78 3,486.78
Balance in Edwards
Memorial Fund ....... 360.00 360.00
Balance in O.E.S. Lounge
IMGL 0 5 60000000000606 4 2,587.51 2,587.51
24,042.60  24,042.60
NET WORTH:
Capital stoek ........ 1.00 1.00
Surplus or Fund
Balance ........... 1,416,708.83 330,314.18 828,260.93 258,133.72

$1,440,752.43 $354,357.78 $828,260.93 $258,133.72
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THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
Comparative Assets and Liabilities
January 1, 1957 and January 1, 1958

Jan. 1, Jan. 1, Increase
ASSETS 1957 1958  (Decrease)
Cash on deposit:

The Omaha National Bank, Omaha,

WEBRAAER o o 0aca00006000000000 $ 35,766.31 $ 125,671.71 $89,905.40

Plattsmouth State Bank,

Plattsmouth, Nebraska ........ 5,500.00 10,000.00  4,500.00

National Bank of Commerece,

Lincoln, Nebraska ............ 6,748.37 7,359.33 610.96

United States National Bank of

Ol s 6.0 dob g dc® o0 & da G 0 0 o & 3,211.78 3,486.78 275.00

United States National Bank of

Omaha—Trust Department .... 18,229.77 18,229.77
Stock in Omaha Loan & Building

Association ............. ... ... 7,500.00 8,490.30 990.30
Stock in Metropolitan Building &

Loan Association ............... 1,000.00 1,045.16 45.16
Bonds and stocks ................ 1,265,013.92 1,232,538.16 (32,475.76)
Real estate mortgages ............. 23,882.23 33,927.22 10,044.99
Buildings and grounds—Masonic

JBIG®" 065 0 6 0560000600095 00060600 1.00 1.00
Buildings and grounds—Infirmary .. 1.00 1.00
Furnishings—Masonic Home ....... 1.00 1.00
Furnishings—Infirmary ........... 1.00 1.00

$1,348,626.61 $1,440,752.43 $92,125.82

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH
Balance in Entertainment Fund ...$ 1,790.59 $ 1,880.01 $ 89.42

Balance in Memory Fund ......... 8,925.32 9,924.32 999.00
Balance in Thanksgiving Fund .... 4,358.48 5,028.98 670.50
Balance in Perpetual Room Fund .. 675.00 775.00 100.00
Balance in Room Furnishings Fund 3,211.78 3,486.78 275.00
Balance in Edwards Memorial Fund 360.00 360.00
Balance in O.E.S. Lounge Fund .... 2,5687.51  2,587.51

18,061.17 24,042,600 5,081.43
NET WORTH:
Capital stock ................... 1.00 1.00
Surplus or Fund Balance ........ 1,320,664.44 1,416,708.83 87,044.39

$1.348,626.61 $1,440,752.43 $92,125.82

The Grand Trustees will report on the investment funds.
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RETURNS

Number of Chartered lodges last year.......... 000000
Less extinction of Israel Lodge No. 187....... 6000000
lotallodgeskyfih. . . B e e P A N pey . p
NrnloER. tmlisEEEtlo o o0 00 000 0600000006 00a00600000000
INTEG0 R REREGELS 6 00 0500 6 66000 ald 8000660 600000000600600
IS ST Yh R o RO A tON (i i H o o0 0 0 050 0/ 0,0.0.00 0.0 0
Number affiliated................coout. 00060000 bao
N OER. 6k TaEEIET 0 0 0 006000 000060000000000000a
N OER TEmEhFEEl, 66000 a00060000000000000005066050
Number gained by other causes...........oovvevnnnn

Total gross increase................c...
WNgnloER  @EutHEel, o o0 0d 666 00860 86003666660 6065000000
Nml5ER  CIEEERREEl 0 0 0000000 0000H06660006000600000 500000
Number suspended.........co.civnicetieracosaconns 5
Wl 9ER EHEEEEL o 0o 00006 0006006506906069000600000500
Number lost by other causes.............cciiieennsn

AL L0 0 8.0 006 0 d o006 6o aoandoasloo 0
Net gain for year ending December 31, 1957..........
Number of Master Masons on rolls December 31, 1956
Number of Master Masons on rolls December 31, 1957

513

277
1
276
1,333
1,227
1,227
232
16
319
5
1,799
326
803
517
2
2
1,650
149
46,064
46,213

Fraternally submitted,

7

L4

Grand Secretary
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EsAs | Fo.Co. | SUSP. MASTER MASONS

NAME OF ol la2| || R |ac|ax| |5l 8 8l |&]¢l= =l
TOBoD 1 B B e Bl o S B E B AT O R =l
SN E-RGE B G B E GEE RS I RS S R I

HELE B R E E T EHE

o] o | 5 g 3|8 Bl g8

z |z |28 2 |28] Z [28] 28 | &| &| | 8| 3|. & |&|&| & | &38| S| S8 2
Nebraska........ 1| 28] 5] 25| 2| 4| 17]1282|26) 1| 0| 2| 0{1311| 9(27| 4| of o| 4o0{1271] 1
Western Star....| 2| 21| 9] 16| 7| 0| 3| 273|16] 1| 0| 1| 0] 291| 2| 6| 0| 0| 0 8| 283 2
Capitol.......... 3| 22| 9| 24| 4] 3| 14] 945/21| 2| 0| 4| of 972| 8|22| 3| o] 0| 33| 939] 3
Nemaha Valley ..| 4] 2[ 0] 2[ 11 of 3| 50 1{ 0] 0] 0] 0] 51| 0l 0] 0} 0l O © 51| 4
Omadi.ge2 .t .. .. 5] 21 2| 4| 2| o] 3] 114 4] 1] o] 1| 0! 120[ of 4| o] o| o 4| 118| 5
Plattsmouth. . ... 6] 4 3| 6 3| 2| 4| 317| 6| 1| of 2| 0] 326| 1| 7| 2! o| o| 10| 316| &
Falls City....... 9| 11| 6} 11| 2| 3| 3| 281jlo| 3| 1| 0| 0] 295| 2|12 3| o| Ol 17| 278| 9
Solomon......... 100 3 1§ 3| 4 11 2f 93| 3| 0[ 0f 0| 0] 96| 1| 0| 1} ol ol 2| 94| 10
Covert.......¢.. 11] 44! 111 44 4| 7| 16/1620{49( 4| 0| 0| 0[1673|10(27| 7} 0| 0| 44{1629] 11
Orient.......... 13| of of 2| 11 11 21 51|12 1|03/ 0] 570/ 1 1/ 0| 0/ 2 55 13
Peru., .0G3.1 . ... 14 2| 3} 3| 2| 15| 15| 100 1] 3| 0| 6| 0f 110| 0| 2| 15} o| o| 17| 93| 14
Fremont........ 15] 19| 21 23 1| 8| 12| 644{24(10| 2| 4| 0| 684[10|14| 7{ 0| 0| 31| 653| 15
Tecumseh. . ..... 170 11 11 21 1| 3| 4] 191 2| 1| 0] 2| 0| 196| 3| 3| 3] ol of 9| 187| 17
Lincoln......... 19] 22| 10] 21| 2| 5| 12|1003]23| 1| 0| 4| 0{1031| 2|18 5| 0| o| 25|1006| 19
Washington. .. 211 41 3| 4] o] 2[ 7| 153| 4| 5| 0 1| 0] 163| 0] 3| 2[ 0] 0] 5| 158] 21
Pawnee......... 231 4] 1| 4 1} 2 6| 111f 4| 1] o] 1| o] 117 2| 3| 2| 0| 0 7| 110 23
Saint John....... 25| 21| 5] 23| 3| 4| 10]1015(23| 2| 0| 4| 0{1044| 4|19 4| o| o} 27{1017| 25
Beatrice......... 26| 16| 11] 14] 2| 17| 17] 374|15] 3| 0| 0| 0| 392| 5| 7| 17| 0| o] 29] 363| 26
Jordan.......... 271 0 1] of of of o] 79 0] 0] o]ofof 79/ 1| 1| o| ol ol 2 77| 27
Hope,\ sttt 291 2[ O 21 0] ol 1 44| 2 0/ 0[0l 0 46| 11 0| 0] Of O 1| 45| 29
Blue River...... 301 2[ 1] 1f 0] 3| 4] 105] 1| 1| 0] of of 107| 1| 1| 3| o ol 5| 102| 30
Tekamah........ 31| 11{ 4] 8/ 0| 0 1] 156[12| 0| 0| 0 0| 168| 3| 4| 0! of o 7| 161| 31
Platte Valley. . 32| 15| 14] 17| 8| 6| 7] 556[16| 5| 0| 0| 0O 577| 6|11] 7| 0| 0 24| 553! 32
Ashlar.......... 33| 27 9] 24| 5| 6] 12| 640[21] 0| 0| 2| 0| 663| 4| 7| 6| 1| 0| 18| 645 33
Acacia. ........ 34 5 1| 4/ 2| o 3] 184/ 3/ 0| 0] o] of 187 1| 1| 0| o o] 2| 185} 34
Fairbury........ 351 5| 5| 2| 2| 3| 12| 246| 3| 1| 0| 1| of 251]| o] 2[ 3| o o] 5| 246] 35
Lone Tree....... 36 2| 2| 15 2| 4| 4] 214/ 3] 0| 0| 2| of 219| 1| 5| 4| o] o| 10| 2091 36
Crete........... 37) 1| 8] 1| o] 17| 19] 193| 1| 1| o[17| o| 212| 2| 4| 17| o} ol 23 189| 37
Oliver........... 38| 4/ 2| 3| o] 4| 11] 191 3| 3| 0] 1| of 198| 0| 4| 4| o] o] 8| 190] 38
Papillion. ... .. 39 9 6] 5 4] of o] 167/ 9| 1| o] 1| of 178] 2| 3| o| of o| 5 173] 39
Humboldt. ...... 400 2| 4] 1|1 1] 1| 1128 2| 1| o] 1| of 132| 1| 2| 1| o o 4| 128] 40
Northern Light ..| 41| 0 3| 0| 1} o] 1 91|/ of ol 0] 3| o] 94| o| 1| ol ol 0 1[ 93] 41
Hebron......... 431 2| 1] 2| 1} 1 o] 146| 5 2| 0| 0] of 153 2| 4] 1| o] o] 7| 146] 43
Harvard......... 4] 8 O 9 4] 1| 1] 77/ 5 0| 0] o] of 82| 0| 1] 1l ol ol 2| 8ol 44
Rob Morria. .. ... 46] 9 7] 11| 6] 2| 12| 343| 9| 3| 0| 1| of 356| 1| 8| 2| 1| o] 12 344| 46
Fairmont........ 48] 3| 21 3[ 1] 1| 2| 95 2[ 0| 0 0] 0 97| 11 1| 1|/ 0l of 3| 94| 48
Evening Star....| 49] 1| 11 o o of of 91| 0l 2/ ol ol ol 93| 1| 1 0| Of 0| 2 91] 49
Hastings. ....... 50 301 30| 11| 4| 12| 27] 523(11] 7| 0| 3| 0| 544| 3| 7| 12| 0| o| 22 522| 50
Fidelity..... . .. 511 o 2f 31 2 ol 2l 152] 4l ol ol 3l of 1591 1! 5| ol ol of 6| 153} 51
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NAME OF
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Frank Welch.

Hiram.....
Charity. . ..
Lancaster. ..
Mosaic. . ...
Yoorkii: . 4. .
Mt. Moriah. .
Blue Valley.
Osceola. . ..
Edgar......
Aurora. . . ..
Sterling. . ..
Alexandria. ..
Geneva. ..
Composite.
St. Paul...

Corinthian..
Fairfield. ...

Garfield. .. ..

Beaver City.
Bennett. ....

Cedar River.
Qakland.....

Republican. .....
Shelton.........

Wticas. .. Jo. 8
Euelid..........
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JUNE, 1958] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA 517
E:~.A.. |F..C.. | SUSP. MASTER MASONS
S E g Ig GAIN LOSS I-fl\)
= = el | R [ — = = 2

xaME OF | &I (25l €2 F 95| 2d | Wl E|5| 5 B |5 |€|8 5, |25 8
SN e A R E R E R P EE AR
== [FE] 8 |F3] & [F8|~28 | & =l 35S gl 2| S8 Sl =

s |2 |85~ (85| % 85| 85 | 2|%|=| %5 5 [A]&] 2|45 5|55
slolog|s|sglslsslsg!nlalslEls] 8|z olaldl2]ss]s

Z |7 |ZR| Z |ZR| Z |ZR | ZR |m|r| Z| =[O & |m|r| A [r|O| & |ZR |2

Jewel.. . ....... 1491 O 1| 2/ 1f OF Of 69 1 0f of 1] 0f 71 1] 1 Ol Of 0] 21 69149
Cambridge. ... .. 1501 2 Of 2 f 2| 4] 117 2/ 0{ 0] 1| 0 120{ 2| 4] 2| 0f 0] 8 112150
Square......... 1510 1f 11 O M 0 1 69 01 0 OfF 1) 0 70t Of 3 O] 0j 0 3] 67151
Evergreen. . . ... 1531 1 O 4| ¢f of 1] 62 5 4 0 1] 1| 73/ 2/ 1| ol ol o 3 70{153
L0 S aoias a8 ek - 1540 3[ 1 3| 23 O o 72{ 00 100 0of 7302 oloof 2 71154
Hartington. . . . . 1550 50 6| 1| O 0of 2] 76{ 1) of 1] 0{ of 78 1| 3 ol O of 4 74155
Pythagoras.... [166] O ¢ O 1] 3f 3] 410/ 0{ 0 1] 0f 42 0 1| 3/ o of 4 3x156
Valley........ 157 11 21 11 3 O 1 SH 3 0F0) O OF A7) OF O OfOf O Of 57157
Samaritan. ...... 158] 4| 1§ 6| O 2 49 295 6| 3| O 3| Of 307 2| 51 2| o of 9| 208158
Ogalalla......... 159 6| 41 3| 2| 5 8§ 178/ 3| 2/ 0] 0 0f 183] O] Of & Of O 5| 175|159
Zeredatha. .. ... 160 1 24 2f of O O] 38 3[0{ 0 1] 0f 421 0{ 3] of of 0| 3{ 39160
Mount Zion. . ... 161 O ¢f of «F 71 9f a9 ol of ol 3| of 62 11 1] 71 o of o 53161
Trestle Board... |162] 2| O 2[ €] 3| & 87 2 110 3 of 93l ol of 310 0o 3/ olig2
Vo o' a0 ook - 163 4| 20 5 Il O 1] 76§ 4 000l of sofof 2 of ool 2 75163
Atkingon. ...... 164] 1) 11 2{ 1§ 1] 1 57 1 0f O of Of 58 0f 2 0 0 3| 55164
Barneston. ... .. 1651 2| O 2 1 1 1] 66/ 2 0 o 1] of 601 of 1| 1| ol of 2| 67]165
Mystie Tie.. ... 166] 5 1} & 1 1] 21 55 4{o{ ol ofof 59 112 1|0l o 4 55166
Elwood. . ... 1671 O] O 2 I OF O 53] 1] 1{ ol OQ of 550 21 1| of of of 3| 52167
(CUn TSI 168 4 2 2 4 1 21 96 1120 0[ 000 991 21 4 1] 0f 0f 7| 99168
JNTEE76 6 o ook oo - - 169] O 11 o ¢ Of 1| 105 0] Of 0| O 0f 105{ 1] 1| 0] of 0| 2| 103|169
Mason City...... 170 0| O o] ¢ Of 31 420 00 Oy O] Of Of 421 0] 1f Of 0y O 1; 41170
Merna.......... 1710 50 4 1| ¢ of 1] 55 11 ool 1ol 5710l of ool o o 574171
Robert Burns... |173] 0 1] o ¢ of of 99 of of of of of 99 o/ of ol of 0| 0] 99173
Culbertson. . . . .. 1741 11 11 21 Of Of 1 G4 20 1) 08 21 O 69 1] 21 Ol OQ O 3] 66{174
Temple...... ... 1751 of of 1{ of of of 42 110{ 0l o of 430 0 O ol of O 434175
Gladstone. . ..... 176] O 21 11 31 Of 41 9200 of of 21 of o4 ol of ol of of of 94176
Hay Springs. .. .. 177] 5] 4 21 of 1| 1] 118{ 3{ O] O of Of 121 of 1| 11 o O 2 119/177
Prudence. ....... 179] 11 ¢ 3| of Of 11 51 3{0f of 20 of 56/ 0 1| o ol of 1| 55179
Justice. ..... ... 180 3| &f 1 ¢ 40 104 137) 1] Of OF 1] O 139 1] 3{ 4| 0 1] 9] 130}180
Faith.. ....... 181 2| 1} 1| ¢ 1] 4] 133{ 1| O O] 0f Of 134] 2] 3] 1| 0y 0] 6| 128181
Alliance......... 1831 12| 9| 11] 24 21 S| 324|108 4] 0 2| of 340 3| 71 2| of 0 12| 328183
Bee Hive. ..... 184] 29 8§ 26| 2 22 33| 987(28( 1] 0[17] 0{1033| 4/16{ 22 0| 0| 42| 991|184
B0tz NNt S S 185 0f O 0| ¢ o 1 70000000 000 79003 of0of 0 3 76|185
Israel.. ...... 1871 of 1] O of of O] 25 0L 0f O O Of 2525 0 o O Of 25 0187
Meridian. .. ... 188 2| 2| 3| 4 3| 7| 142 3| 1| O 11 Of 147| 1| 11 3| 0f 0| 5| 1420188
Granite. . ..... 1891 11 11 of 1 & 9 7700000 21 0f 7o 1| 0 50 0 0f 6 73189
Amethyst. Sf190t of o of o 1f of 59 0l 0of 0f 20 of 61l 0 31 1| of 0 4 57190
Crystal..........[191 2] of 2| of 0of O] 91 200/ 0f 0 O 931 1] 3 ol of 0] 4/ 8ol191
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520 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,
E~A. |FaC o | SUSP. MASTER MASONS
5 5 5 2 GAIN Loss 5
3 gl 9 = == = = &

NAME OF 813 le] o] S (o] 2 glE| Bl & S| |&|gls 2| g

" LoDGE el ElicE Bl ek i HEEEE | R AR PR B
=1z [G2) 8 B2 & [R8|%2 |2 2| &l 5|8 HE IR

321585 (25|4 |25| 58 |2 < 2 5|5 = |58 4 |4 5|7 | 8E ]
EEEEEESEE&ESESEES@EESES@ESZ"

Seneca.... . ..[284] 1| O 1| o] 3| 3| 74| 1| o| o| 4| o 79 2| 1 3| 0] 0] 6| 73}284
Camp Clarke. .. .|285| 9| 9| 5| 2| 2| 2| 189 4| 1| 0] o| o| 194| 1| 3| 2| of 0 6| 188[285
Oshkosh........ 286 3| 6| 4| 0] 1| 3{ 115 4/ 0| 0] 4| 0| 123{ 1| 3| 1| 0| 0 51 118|286
Union.......... 287) 3| 4 2/ o 1f 2| 56| 2 0/ 0 1| of 59 0| 2| 1| 0| o] 3| 56l287
Omaha ....... 288) 18| 4| 19| 0| 8| 19] 583!20| 0] 0| 1| 0f 604! 4|17| 8| 0f 0| 29{ 575|288
Lotus. ...... 2891 2| 21 3] O 0] 0 177! 4| 0| o| 0{ 0] 181| 0| 3| o] 0| o| 3| 178|280
John J. Mercer...|290| 43| 22| 37| 5| 7| 14]|1423|44| 6| 0| 3| 0(1476] 7[20] 7| ol O 34/1442J290
Diamond. ... .. 291) 6| I 6] Of 0| 3| 76|/ 6 0| 0| 0] of 82| 1| 3] 0| 0| o| 4| 78[201
Wolbach. . . .. 2920 0 2y 1| 1| O Of 44| 2[ 0| 0| 0] 0| 46| 0| 1{ o] 0| 0| 1| 45|292
Monument.... [203] 1| 5{ O 2| 1| 2| 69| o 2/ 0f ol of 71l 0| 1| 1| ol O 2| 69293
Kimball. . ... ... 204} 17 191 9| of 4| 5| 155| 9| 2| 1] 0| 0| 167| 0| 1| 4| o 0| 5| 162{294
Minatare....... . 2051 41 4] 6| 1 2| 2| 96} 6| 0o 0| 2| 0] 104| 0] 1| 2| 0| 0| 3| 101295
Cotner ........ 297) 10| 8 6| 1| 5| 12] 247] 6| 1| 0| 4| o| 258| 0| 4| 5| 0| o| 9| 249|297
Chester. . ...... 298] 3| 2| 1| O Of O] 41; 1|0/ 0| t| of 43/ 0| ol o| 0| o| o] 43]298
Sutherland. . .. .. 2090 20 21 1) 11 Of 1} 97j0| 170 1y 0f 99 0| 3| o|l ol o| 3| 96|99
Liberty......... 3001 26| 10| 24| 7| 7| 11] 473|20| 0| o} 5| 0| 498| 0| 51 7! o| 0| 12| 486|300
Bayard 3011 2, 51 1f 11 1| 3| 106| 0] o o] 0| 2| 108| 1} 0| 1| Of 0| 2 106(301
Mizpah......... 302} 35| 19| 31| 6| 12| 44]|1240|35{ 9| 0{10| 0|1294|11{19| 12| 0| 0| 42{1252|302
Right Angle. . . .. 303] 14| 2| 13| 4| 11| 20| 63910} 1| 0| 4| 0| 654| 3|12| 11| 0| 0| 26| 628|303
Ruskin......... 304 1 1| 0] Of o of 38 0} o] 0| of ol 38/ olo oolo o 38304
Newman Grove. .[305] 1| 3] 1| 0] of 1§ 61| 0| ol o| o| o| 61| 0| ol ol o 0 0] 61)305
Golden Rod. . . .. 306 1) of 1f O] Of 1| 86{ !| 0l o] o o 87[03 ololo 3 841306
William E Hill . 4307 0| 1f 0] 0] 0| o 33 0/ of 0| ol 0| 83/ 0l 0 o 0 0] 0] 33[307
Perkins. . . . ... 3081 6| 1| 6] 4] 2| 6| 99| 4] 2| 0| 4| 0| 109 of 1| 2| ol 0| 3 106]308
Winnebago. . . .. 3091 0 1| 3f Of O O] 62 4/ 0] of 0| 0| 66| 0| 3| o] ol o| 3| 63|309
Vietory 3101 10 11 12} o 6; 7| 218[12| 3] o] 2| 0 235| 2| 2| 6| o| o| 10 225310
Polk............ 311 7 2| 5 of 1] 1] 62| 5/ 0{ 0| ol 0| 67| 0 1| 1l o0l 0ol 2 651311
Oak Leaf....... 3121 11 2| 1| Of 2| 4] 51y 1|0 ol 0/ o] 52[ 0| 2 2 ol o] 4 481312
Potter. . 313) 1f 1 2| of 3| 6| 89 2 110/ 110 93| 11 3/ ol o 5 ssl313
Craftsmen. ...... 3141 19; 111 18| 0| 3| 14( 577|18| 3| 1| 3| 0| 602! 4| 5/ 3| o ol 12 5901314
Alpha.... ....... 3161 8 5 8 1f of 7| 196 7[ 0! o 0] o] 203| 1| 4| 0| o| o] 5 1981316
Mid-West. ...... 317] 26) 17| 22| 6] 5| 11| 462(20] 5| 0| 2| 0] 489( 5| 4| 5| ol 0| 14 4751317
Grand Island. . . .[318] 9f 11 11| o] 1| 8| 311|11| 3| o] 1| of 326 2! 7| 1| o 0| 10| 316)318
Bladen......... 319] 0} of of of o o 41| of of ol 0| o] 41| ol 0| o] o] 0 0] 411319
College View.... |320| 3( 7| 4| 1] 4] 12| 160! 4| o| o 7| o| 171 0| 1f 4f 0| 0| 5| 166|320
Harmony....... 321} 2| 2{ 3| 1f 1| 1| 77 3| 0|l o 4/ o] 84 1| o 1 0l 0| 2| 82/321
Poneer. ... ....13220 3l 1l 3 ol 1l 2l 82130/ 10l 0 861 0l 21 11 0l of 3l 83322
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VETERAN SECRETARIES
Who have served 25 years or more.

George R, Porter............. TowEss ey 156500066 00608006008000 40

Fred R. Haggart............. Sk 2L W@, e 4 o 5060 0 sn 00000000 39
Archie A. Meek......ocvvuens Lotus No. 289............c.. ..., 38
Arvene C. Eisenhart.......... Culbertson No. 174.............. 37
Rudolph H. Jenny........... Hartington No. 155.............. 36
Eldon B. Johnson............ Fidelity No. 51.......c00uuvunnn. 31
Siegfried L. Jacks.......... LR N6, A5 56 6 0.6 006 a0 6o 0BG 31
James A. Rose.......o0vuenne Fairmont No. 48................. 31
Alexis R. Gustavson.......... Newman Grove No. 305.......... 30
Earl K. Husbands............ Morning Star No. 197............ 28
I | RINE A tOTI R P S ...Pomegranate No. 110............ 28
Fredolph C. Chalquist........ Composite No. 81................ 28
Carl H. Hoge...ooovvueennnnn Lebanon No. 323................ 28
C. Robert Carlson............ Wauneta No. 217................ 27
Leon J. Cherny.............. North Bend No. 119............. 27

years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
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REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN

To the Grand I.odge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

The Grand Custodian fraternally submits his report for the Masonic
year beginning June 7, 1957 and ending June 5, 1958,

Nebraska weather is noted for its frequent changes and occasional
severity. However, taken over the years sinece I have been Grand Custod-
ian, it has not been a serious problem. This year was different. This year
the weather-man threw at us all the foul weather he had in the book. It
is the first time that “the weather” will figure prominently in this
report. It had its effeet on all phases of our work: Individual Schools,
Central Schools, examinations of both individual brethren and Lodge
groups.

One Assistant Custodian wrote in one report, “It was one of the most
miserable nights I have ever had the misfortune to encounter. A knife
wouldn’t cut the fog, yet the moisture froze as it collected on the wind-
ghield. Traction, visibility, speed—all zero. Fortunately there was no
competition for the road, as everyone else had enough sense to stay home,
including all but two of the members of the lodge to which I traveled
that night for their school.”

Another Custodian wrote, “I went over to this lodge for the fifth
night and for the fifth time the weather was beautiful, about the consis-
tency of spoon bread. Coming back the weather worsened. Couldn’t
even see the edge of the highway, So, this report will confirm what you
have always suspected and that is, that an Assistant Custodian must, of
necessity, be slightly off his base to accept such a job. Also, the further
off he is the longer he can take it.”

Almost all of our Assistant Custodians report repeat sessions of
schools to take the place of sessions “stormed out” or nearly so.

Many report driving many miles out of the normal way because of
impassable highways, because of snow banks and spring thaws. This
also affected the attendance of Lodge officers.

Central Schools were not quite so hard hit by the weather. It was
a factor in several Central Schools this year, however. We felt the
attendance was cut at the Kearney, Hay Springs and Lynch Central
Schools because of severe snow and wind conditions. The Fairbury Central
School had to be cancelled because of the extremely heavy snow fall in
the third week of November.

The threat of Asian flu epidemic was also a factor in attendance
at all Central Schools after mid-October.

The Asian flu had its inning with the Grand Custodian as well.
Immediately after the Kearney Central Schools, this Mongolian pest took
over. After a struggle, the Grand Custodian landed in the Clarkson
Hospital where the results and complications of the Asian flu were
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effectively dealt with, not, however, until the Grand Custodian had
been demobilized for a period of six weeks.

CENTRAL SCIHOOLS

There were a total of sixteen Central Schools planned. Fifteen were
held, and one cancelled because of impossible weather conditions. In
spite of the handicaps of bad weather, worse road conditions and the
Asian flu, the attendance we feel was as a whole, satisfactory.

There were 3,002 registrations in the fifteen schools. One hundred
seventy lodges were invited to participate. Thirty-one, a larger per-
centage than is normal, failed to show up. Again, we know that most
of these absences were caused by the weather. Seven of these schools
had 100% participation by the invited lodges.

These schools were outstanding both from the standpoint of attend-
ance and high quality of the work: Burchard, Hay Springs, North Platte,
Omaha, Lincoln, Scottsbluff and Sidney. AIl fifteen of our Central
Schools this year can be considered as satisfactory.

INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS

Because of the handicap of bad weather and roads, there was great
difficulty this year in holding Individual Schools of Instruction. There
were postponements everywhere. Some sessions were postponed several
times. A few schools, after several postponements, were caneelled when
spring field work became pressing. These schools will be assigned next
year. There were 130 Individual Schools held by Assistant Custodians and
Grand Custodian. There are ever-increasing numbers of our Nebraska
lodges that request schools when none arc assigned. This is a healthy con-
dition and should be gratifying to the Grand Lodge. This Department will
continue to comply with these requests as long as it is humanly possible
to do so.

LODGE CERTIFICATION

Earlier in this Masonic year, it appeared that it might be possible
to reach the halfway point in the Certification of Nebraska Lodges,
but because of the much-mentioned weather and road conditions, and
the late spring, some of our most faithful lodges have found it necessary
to ask for examinations later in the summer. Many more requested
examinations just before the field work started this spring. It has
taken all of the man power of this Department, working almost day and
night to meet these requests. As a result, we have done better than
anticipated. A total of 140 certificates have been issued to Nebraska
Lodges, the highest number in our history. Certificates were earned by
both 1957 and 1958 officers in nine lodges, in this Masonic year (June,
1957-June, 1958). This would make a total of 131 lodges in Nebraska certi-
fied as of this date. It is gratifying to note that the number of certified
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lodges has not failed to substantially increase, annually, over the lasu
ten years.

The following were certified for the first time in their history:
Ornan No. 261, Wisner No. 114, Table Rock No. 108, Nemaha Valley No. 4.
North Bend No. 119 has earned its first certificate after many years of
proficiency drouth.

Last year’s report failed to note that Blue River No. 30 had earned
its first certificate in its history. Apologies and regrets are due this
fine lodge. Just to show that there were no hard feelings and that the
first certificate was no fluke, these brethren did it again this year.

NEMAHA VALLEY LODGE NO. 4

This is one of the lodges that was born to the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska after its formation. It celebrates its Centennial Anniversary
this year. Loeated at Brownville on the banks of the Missouri River,
the fortunes of this lodge have followed those of the Community as they
waxed and waned with the population. Today, there are approximately
thirty resident members of this lodge. It took courage and zeal for
this small group of fine men to determine that the first item on the
agenda of their Centennial celebration was the earning of the first Cer-
tificate of Proficiency in one hundred years. With the help of Assistant
Custodian Willard I. Lewis, Jr. and the cooperation of all resident mem-
bers of this little group, their objective was attained in April of this year.
Because of their outstanding industry, zeal and determination this group
was asked to exemplify the Master Mason degree before the Grand
Lodge on Monday evening, June 2.

INDIVIDUAL CERTIFICATION

As has been said so often in these reports, the individually certified
Brother is the key to the great advance in the quality of our Nebraska
work and the satisfying increase in number of certified lodges. His is
the instructive tongue that imparts to the attentive ear the secrets of
Masonry so that they may be safely lodged in the repository of faithful
breasts. This process is repeated again and again so that, in reality, we
have a perfect circle of promotion and promulgation of our Nebraska
Work and Ceremonies. The greater the number of certified brethren,
the greater the service is that they perform.

This year there have been 661 Nebraska Masons who have been
certified. Of this number 46 have been certified for the first time.
It is interesting to note that Brother Roger W. Dehning, a member
of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, earned his first certificate of proficiency at
the age of 22, just three months after he was raised. Our records indicate
that he is the youngest Nebraska Mason ever to be certified in so short
a time after taking his Master Mason degree.

Another interesting fact that emerges from the statisties of this
report is the forward surge of individual certification in the Omaha
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Lodges. Eighteen Omaha brethren have been certified for the first time
this year.

STATISTICS

The usual list of the ten Ncbraska Lodges with the greatest number
of certified men is enlarged in this report because of several “ties” in
the standings. The list follows: East Lincoln, 210, 31; Lancaster, 54, 30;
Bee Hive, 184, 27; Lincoln, 19, 20; Robert W. Furnas, 265, 20; Craftsmen,
314, 17; Vietory, 310, 17; Covert, 11, 17; Ashlar, 33, 15; Nebraska, 1, 14;
Liberty, 300, 14; Mizpah, 302, 13; Alliance, 183, 13; Florence, 281, 10.
Nos. 1, 11, 302 and 281, all Omaha lodges are newcomers to this list.

Following is a list of the ten lodges with the highest percentage
of certified men in relation to lodge membership: Sioux No. 277, 10.41%;
Victory No. 310, 7.55%; Square No. 51, 7.46%; Cable No. 225, 7.14%;
Comet No. 229, 5.81%; Papillion No. 39, 5.20%; Pioneer No. 322, 4.80%;
Centennial No. 326, 4.60%; George Armstrong No. 241, 4.59% and
Landmark No. 222, 4.46%. Landmark No. 222 and Centennial No. 326
both appear on this list for the first time. Centennial No. 326 should
have been on this list last year but was missed.

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT

Twelve brethren are eligible to receive Certificates of Merit this
year and have either been presented or will be presented with them. It
is our feeling that Brethren who have been certified for twenty con-
secutive years and are still maintaining their certification are entitled
to a special presentation either in their own lodge or in a Grand Lodge
session. The following are the Brethren receiving this honor: Carl W.
Rensch, 19; E. Dale Sampson, Sr., 96; Harold L. Wilkerson, 54; Charles
W. West, Sr., 91; Charles C. Talbott, 148; Ernest E. Fye, 210; Lester W.
Carlson, 188; Ernest O. Anderson, 249; Louis V. Sylvester, 281 and
Buren P. Wells, 36.

We congratulate these fine Brethren on the distinguished honor
and express our grateful thanks for their loyalty and zeal.

ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

Words are totally inadequate to express appreciation for the kind
of service and devotion which these dedicated brethren give to Masonry.
Each year as the number of certified lodges grows and the list of certified
brethren lengthens, we realize the quality of the men who do this necessary
and important work. They take foul weather, bad roads, the indifference
of some officers, the failure of others to even show up once at a sechool;
disappointments and discouragements, in stride. The difficult they do
quickly and easily, the impossible just takes a little longer.

There is always a sadness of parting which comes when such fine

and faithful men find it necessary to request the Assistant Custodian
Emeritus designation. Jesse P. Entrekin who, after the retirement of
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W.".Osborne P. Simon, became the dean of the Custodians and who
gserved this Grand Lodge for twenty-five years, found it necessary to
retire from both his regular employment and his Masonic activities
because of failing health. M.".W..Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master, gave
an eloquent and touching tribute to Brother Entrekin in designating
him as an Assistant Custodian Emeritus at the time of the dedication of
the Temple of Minatare Lodge No. 295 in which lodge both men hold
their membership.

W..Roy S. Planck who had been afflicted with failing health for a
considerable time and who had continued to give generously of his failing
strength and vigor, finally arrived at that point when he could no longer
continue as an Assistant Custodian. He, too, was designated and honored
with the appointment to the list of Emeritus Custodians.

W. .Lewis E. Baker removed from the jurisdiction of Nebraska to a
sunnier, larger and warmer location—the state of Texas. Because of his
wife’s health and because they have purchased a home close to their
daughter’s home in Waco, Texas, Brother Baker with considerable sorrow
and reluctance requested to be retired from his Masonic duties in Ne-
braska. With equal reluctance we have accepted his retirement. At
some point in these sessions of the Grand Lodge we hope that it will
be possible to honor him before his Nebraska Brethren with the title and
designation of Assistant Custodian Emeritus on which list he has been
placed.

NEW ASSISTANT CUSTODIANS

To fill the place made vacant by the retirement of W.".Brother Jesse
P. Entrekin, W.".Brother Frank H. Smith of Bayard Lodge No. 301, was
appointed by the Grand Master.

To fill the place made vacant by the retirement of Roy 8. Planck,
W.".Brother Ward V. Whitaker of Victory Lodge No. 310 of Valley was
appointed.

Since W..Brother Harold D. Weddel now lives at Lexington,
moving there from his former home at Arcadia, we have been seeking
to rclieve him of the burden of the long trips to the lodges in the east
half of his former distriet. The problem has been more than solved by
the appointment of Asa J. Farnham of Porter Lodge No. 106 of Loup
City, to preside as Assistant Custodian over a new district, ereated with
the approval of the Committee on Work and the Grand Master. This new
district is the twenty-fifth.

The retirement of W.".Lewis E. Baker has brought about the neces-
sity for the rearrangement of the lodges of Districts twenty and
twenty-two, and the appointment of W.".Richard L. Ely of Guide Rock
Lodge No. 128, with whom Assistant Custodian Paul D. Fleming will
share in directing the work among the new arrangement of lodges.
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W.".Robert B. Conrad of Mt. Nebo Lodge No. 125, Genoa, will fill

the place made vacant by the retirement of W. .Brother Buren P. Wells
in 1956,

The Grand Custodian’s recommendations of these five brethren bore
the approval of the Committee on Nebraska Work and met with the
same approval when presented to Grand Master Roy I. Babbitt.

We are most fortunate to secure the services of these fine Masonic
workers. Although they are young men in years, they certainly are
veterans in the promotion and promulgation of our Nebraska Work and
Ceremonies. They have all had their baptism under fire as each has al-
ready started on his duties and are, on the whole, doing splendid, and
in some cases, even brilliant work. We have great confidence that these
men will have many effective and fruitful years to devote to the work
of this Department and to Masonry in general.

IN MEMORIAM

On June 23, 1957, W..Earl M. Bolen, the senior of our Emeritus
Asgsistant Custodians, and who had been in poor health for many years,
entered into the rest of “that house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” His contribution to Masonry during his lifetime was tre-
mendous. His last months were spent in the peace and serenity of The
Nebraska Masonic IIome.

W.".Osborne P. Simon passed to his reward on March 7, 1958. Al-
though his health was delicate and his strength was limited, his death
was unexpected. The brethren of Nebraska, particularly of this area,

are grieved. He will be greatly missed because of his long tenure of
service to the craft.

A giance at the date of Brother Simon’s death and the date of Brother
Roy Planck’s passing should remind us all that although our time of
service to the Craft may be long and arduous, our time of retirement may,
indeed, be brief. W. .Brother Roy finished the labors of this earthly
lodge and entered into the rewards of the fellowship of the Perfect on
May 3, 1958. “Behold! how swiftly tlhe sands run, and how rapidly our
lives are drawing to a close.”

CONDITION OF THE WORK

The steady annual increase in the number of certified lodges and
individuals is encouraging. The steady growth and spread of uniformity
in our work; the evident desire to know and to put into practice the ap-
proved work and cercmonies of the Grand Lodge is tremendously re-
assuring.

The universal acceptance of the dignity and reverence which we
teach should govern all sections and parts of our work, has brought an

inward delight that pervades the soul of every carnest and sincere
hrother.
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We have made great strides toward a better understanding and more
intelligent presentation of the Middle Chamber Ceremony, although,
there is much more to be done along this line.

The level of personal morality, and the type of man that is drawn
to the Masonic Fraternity through the medium of an observation of
our own conduet and way of living, have never been higher.

All this evidence of a healthy well being for our beloved fraternity
is not conclusive because we are concerned at this one point—attendance.
There seems to have been a further distribution of the time of our
Masonic brethren to unimportant and definitely third-rate things. Our
values are mixed. We major on the minor things of life. We give prece-
dence to light, frothy and time-consuming things that won’t raise the
moral or spiritual or intellectual level of the world by one hair’s breadth.
All lodges are feeling, to some extent, this loss of attendance. It is a
serious matter in the smaller, weaker lodges. It has suddenly become a
tragic problem in the city lodges, when Emergent Communications are
called to conduct Masonic Funeral Services and a quorum cannot be
obtained. The meager number of Masons present at some of our Masonie
funeral services is a disgraceful public exhibition of this thing about
which all of us should be concerned.

APPRECIATION

I express for myself and all of our Assistant Custodians the pleasure
and appreciation we have experienced as we have worked side by side
with M.".W. .Roy I. Babbitt, our Grand Master. We appreciate his deep
affection for the rank and file of Nebraska Masons and most of all
his genuine concern and interest in Nebraska Lodges and their problems.
Having held a certificate of proficiency for many years, his understanding
of the objectives of this Department has been thorough and helpful.

And again, to the Grand Secretary, I express for both myself and the
Agsistant Custodians the grateful thanks of us all for the cooperation
and courtesies rendered by him and his excellent office force.

To the Committee on Masonic Education and through its chairman,
W. .Brother Howard J. Hunter, I express my sincere admiration and
appreciation of the work this Committee is doing. It has been my
privilege to be invited by them to share in a portion of the work and
meetings. I am most grateful to them for their never-failing cooperation
and consideration.

I am sure that the Grand Lodge officer who is responsible for the pro-
mulgation and the promotion of the work and ceremonies of his jurisdie-
tion and who is not reinforced and undergirded by some Grand Lodge
authority must be discouraged and a little disheartened from time to time.
The Grand Lodge Committee on Nebraska Work has been an ever-present
source of encouragement, advice and understanding. I do, most sincerely,
express my thanks.
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I say with complete certainty that the Masonic Brethren, as a whole,
with whom we work are the finest in the universe. Our deep and very
real thanks go to you from all of us in this year of the difficulties of
some of Nebraska’s worst road and weather conditions.

PFraternally submitted,

i

Grand Custodian




JUNE, 1958} GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA 531

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS
To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers respectfully reports and
recommends that the address of M.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master,
under its designated heads, be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Fraternal Dead:
The Chapter on “Necrology.”
To the Committee on Jurisprudence:
The Chapter on “By-Laws Approved.”
The Chapter on “By-Laws Disapproved.”
The Chapter on “Special Dispensations.”
The Chapter on “Dispensations to Elect and Install.”
The Chapter on “Decisions.”
The Chapter on “Special Committee—Grand Lodge Business Affairs.”
The Chapter on “Omaha Home for Boys.”
The Chapter on “Recommendations”. Including all items.
To the Committee on Charters and Dispensations:
The Chapter on “Charter Relocations.”
The Chapter on “Grace Lodge No. 226.”
To the Committe on Nebraska Work:
The Chapter on “Mizpah Lodge No. 302”.
The report shows the activity of the Grand Master during the current

year and reflects the amount of time devoted to affairs of the Grand
Lodge for which he should be commended.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

We recommend that the designated portions of the report of the
Grand Secretary be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Finance:
The Chapter on “Financial Report.”

All finanecial and report schedules, relating to funds, and also sta-
tistical tables and reports relating to membership.

To the Committee on Returns:
The Chapter on “Returns.”

To the Committee on Grievances:
The Chapter on “Grievances.”

To the Committee on Charters and Dispensations:
The Chapter on “Charters and Dispensations.”
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The Grand Secretary has justification for being proud of this report.
The form is such that a brief study of it will provide the member with
a large amount of helpful information. The report ought to increase
every member’s pride in the accomplishments of the past year.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN

We recommend that the entire report be referred to the Committee
on Nebraska Work. The report shows triumph over adversity and

W.".Brother Cook can be proud of the loyalty of his very efficient crew
of assistant custodians.

The Committee further recommends that all matters not herein
specifically referred to Committees be approved and ratified.

Fraternally submitted,

W.".La Verne J. Smith, 288, Chairman
W." .Kenneth O. Smith, 210
W..Virge W. Stebbins, 249
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At 11:45 a.m. the Grand Lodge was called from labor to
refreshment.

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION
Wednesday, June 4, 1958

At 9:00 a.m. the Grand Lodge was called from refreshment
to labor, officers and members being present as at the preceding
session.

PARLIMENTARIAN

M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith, Past Grand Master:

At the One Hundredth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge
M.".W.".Thomas J. Aron presented a resolution calling for the appointment
of a parlimentarian at all communications of the Grand Lodge. I was
selected to make the appointment and I now present M.".W. .Charles F.
Adams who has been selected as the parlimentarian.

M.".W.".Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master:

Brother Grand Secretary, you will report the action of the subordinate
lodges on the Resolution No. 1 and 2.

R.".'W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary :

M.".W.".Grand Master and Brethren, on Resolution No. 1, changing
the word “subordinate” to “constituent” 89 lodges voted in favor of the
resolution, 184 lodges voted not in favor, and 3 lodges failed to vote.

M.".W.".Roy 1. Babbitt, Grand Master:

The proposed amendment to the constitution changing the word
“subordinate” to “constituent” was not approved by a majority of the
subordinate lodges. According to Article XIII of our Constitution it is
my ruling that the proposed amendment No. 1 failed and that no further
action will be taken by this Grand Lodge.

R.".'W.".Carl R. Greisen, Grand Secretary:

M.".W.".Grand Master and Brethren, on Resolution No. 2, changing
the meeting place of the Grand Lodge to Lincoln every other year, 82
lodges voted in favor of the resolution, 191 voted not in favor, and 3
lodges failed to vote.

M.".W. .Roy I. Babbitt, Grand Master:

The proposed amendment to the constitution changing the meeting
place of the Grand Lodge to Lincoln every other year was not approved
by a majority of the subordinate lodges. According to Article XIII of
our Constitution it is my ruling that the proposed amendment No. 2
failed and that no further action will be taken by this Grand Lodge.
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RESOLUTIONS

The Grand Secretary read the following Resolutions from
Waterloo Lodge No. 102 and Vietory Lodge No. 310 and
moved that they be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence.
Motion seconded and carried.

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED that Waterloo Lodge No. 102, A.".F.".&A.". M.",
does favor and approve of concurrent jurisdiction with all the Lodges
in western Douglas County, including all the lodges in the City of Omaha.

BE IT RESOLVED that Sec. 2-801 as shown on page 97 of the
Nebraska Masonic Code, publication of 1957 be amended to read that
Wahoo Lodge No. 59, Waterloo Lodge No. 102, Pomegranate Lodge No. 110
and Vietory Lodge No. 310 along with Papillion Lodge No. 39 and all
lodges in Omaha have concurrent jurisdiction over all petitioners who
reside within the territory now held by the above named lodges.

RESOLUTION
BE IT RESOLVED that See. 2-801 as shown on page 97 of the
Nebraska Masonie Code, publication of 1957, he amended to read that
Wahoo Lodge No. 59, Waterloo Lodge No. 102, Pomegranate Lodge No. 110
and Vietory Lodge No. 310 along with Papillion Lodge No. 39 and all
lodges in Omaha shall have concurrent jurisdiction over all petitioners
who reside within the territory now held by the above named lodges.

RESOLUTION

The Grand Secretary read the following Resolution and
moved that it be referred to Committee on Jurisprudence.
Motion seconded and carried.

RESOLUTION AND
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE BY-LAWS

BE IT RESOLVED: That Section 1-502 of the By-laws of this Grand
Lodge be amended by inserting the phrase “and it shall be delivered to
the Grand Secretary not later than 12 o’clock noon of the first day of
its Annual Communieation,” so that said section when amended will read
as follows:

Section 1-502—AMENDMENTS—These By-laws or any of them,
may be amended or repealed by the Grand Lodge. Every proposed
amendment shall be reduced to writing and seconded by five members
and it shall be delivered to the Grand Secretary not later than 12 o’clock
noon of the first day of its Annual Communieation. It shall then be
entered on the minutes and lie over until the next annual communi-
cation, and, if then adopted by a two-thirds vote of those present,
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shall beecome a law; provided, that by unanimous consent any proposed
amendment may be considered and acted upon at the communication at
which it is introduced; and provided further, that By-laws proposed by
the Committee on Codification of the Law, under Section 1-316 of this
Code, need not be seconded or lie over, as hereinbefore provided.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MASONIC
EDUCATION

W.".Howard J. Hunter, 59, Chairman, presented the report
of the Committee on Masonic Education, which was adopted.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

In this Masonic year this Committee held four area meetings located
as follows: Red Cloud, south central area, November 14, 1957; Sidney,
western area, January 18, 1958; Beatrice, southeast area, March 22, and
Atkinson, north central area, April 10.

The meetings were well attended and it was particularly gratifying
to note an inereased attendance of Wardens this year. Since one of the
principal designs of these meetings is to bring examples and helps to
the Wardens and the local Education Committees in making their own
lodge meetings more interesting and worth while, we can only succeed
as these members attend to observe and use what they wish of what we
have to offer. The Wardens of this year are the Worshipful Masters
of the next year and the year to come and need time to plan for their
year in office. The educational sessions are held in the afternoon during
which the Grand Master or his personal representative is properly re-
ceived and honored. This gives those attending an opportunity to get
acquainted with their Grand Officers. We have had very fine attendance
by Grand Officers this year. Our meetings close with a six o’clock dinner,
greetings from the Grand Master and one speaker. Our Grand Historian,
Harold H. Thom, was our speaker at Red Cloud and at Sidney; Louis
V. Sylvester, present Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of
Nebraska, was the speaker at Beatrice; Raymond C. Cook, our Grand
Custodian, was speaker at Atkinson. The high quality of the messages
unfolded to the brethren by these three hard workers from the quarries
was a fitting capstone or climax to the days’ activities, and we enjoyed
numerous expressions of pleasure in attendance and in getting ideas and
helps to use in the local lodges.

We feel we are making some progress in Nebraska in getting lodge
officers to see the necessity of doing something besides degree work in
their local lodges. It is planned to devote one subject in next year’s area
meetings to making our members conscious of the necessity of adopting
a program of building up the Craft lodge, instead of looking entirely to
appendant bodies. Most of our lodges are still charging the same initiation
fees and dues they did during “the depression” and are trying to operate
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on the same sized budget with the dollars that have shrunk over half
in buying power and their properties and activities refleet this poverty.
It is depressing to observe how many towns have lodges that their
members are either too ashamed of, or so little concerned about, that they
do not even have a lodge sign so the lodge can be found. Inquiry in
these towns often requires several interviews before someone is located
who knows the lodge location. Many lodges have been renting most of
the lodge’s liftime and many could use paint or refurnishing. Is it surpris-
ing some of these lodges are weak?

In regard to the study of the Indiana Mentor Plan, our report at
this time is that we are not ready to go into this plan; first because we
feel our pregsent plan is easier and better for our lodges to use at this
time if they will do it, and second, because of the cost of putting it into
effect and providing the salaried personnel to perfect its use. Educational
programs must be adopted on a voluntary basis and our lodges must want
educational programs to make them successful. We already have a great
deal more to offer than many lodges will accept and put into practice.
Nothing is to be gained in putting in a plan of this nature on a piece-
meal basis or without an adequate organization.

Our distribution of the four Candidate booklets along with the
Centennial edition of the “100 Questions about Freemasonry” has con-
tinued and more and more lodges are using them and having their own
Education Committees go over the booklets with the new members. We
are also continuing the Serviece and Information Letters to the lodges.
The Committee is now tape recording some of our better talks and
speeches and plans to make them available to the local lodges. Our
recorder also is usable as a loud speaker for use at our Area Meetings
so all speakers can be better heard.

‘We are enthusiastic about our prospects of being of more and more
service to help the local lodges better their member interest, attendance
and enthusiasm. We wish to hold at least six Area Meetings in the next
year and perhaps with some individual lodges in addition. We are also
studying the possibility of publishing a hand book for Wardens that
will not only help prepare them for the year as “Master” but will con-
tinue to be a ready reference during that period. Many Masters tell
us they feel they are not prepared adequately when they take office.

Your Committee expresses its appreciation of the fine cooperation of
the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge
officers in making our Area Meetings and projects so successful and to
the Craft throughout Nebraska for their response, their suggestions and
ideas. There is nothing wrong in Nebraska lodges that cannot be cured
by putting first things first and then doing them.

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS

M.".W. .Roy 1. Babbitt, Grand Master, announced that the
hour had arrived for the election of Grand Officers and ap-
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pointed the Assistant Custodians to act as tellers, W. .Harola
D. Weddel, 208, Chairman.

The Grand Master cautioned the voting delegates to be
sure to save their blank ballots attached to the regular form
because they would be needed later in the communication.

The following Grand Officers were elected:

Brother John E. Beaver, 253................ Grand Master
Brother Joseph C. Tye, 46.................. Deputy Grand Master
Brother John F. Futcher, 302............... Grand Senior Warden
Brother Herbert A. Ronin, 210.............. Grand Junior Warden
Brother Carl R. Greisen, 32................. Grand Secretary

Later in the session appointment was made of:

Brother William P. Reid, 281............... Grand Chaplain
Brother Elsworth F. Du Teau, 19............ Grand Orator
Brother Harold H. Thom, 1................. Grand Historian
Brother Raymond C. Cook, 6................ Grand Custodian
Brother Norris W. Lallman, 72.............. Grand Marshal
Brother Ernest O. Van Wey, 249............ Grand Senior Deacon
Brother Ralph M. Carhart, 120.............. Grand Junior Deacon
Brother Charles H. Ninegar, 301............ Grand Tyler

GRAND LODGE COMMITTEES 1958-1959

Appropriations: W. .Brothers Fred D. Moshier, 281 (1962) Chairman;
Ernest E. James, 1 (1961); Melvin E. Johnson, 112 (1960); Richard L.
Wait, 19 (1959); Walter Truex, 55 (1963).

Applications for Reinstatement: W.".Brothers La Verne J. Smith, 288,
Chairman; Robert J. McDermott, 281; Earl H. Furman, 290.

Finance: W. .Brothers John A. Bottorf, 49 (1962) Chairman; Ralph
R. Carleton, 306 (1961); Louis V. Sylvester, 281 (1960); Robert E. Lund,
323 (1959) Welcome W. Naylor, 158 (1963).

Fraternal Dead: W. .Brothers Harry A. Spencer, 227, Chairman;
Frederick C. Buhk, 253; Asa K. Lane, 132,

Fraternal Relations: R.".W.'.Carl R. Greisen, 32, Chairman; M.".W.".
William B. Wanner, 9; W.".Sydney G. Spurling, 132,

George Washington Masonic National Memorial: W. .Brothers Cary
W. Dresslar, 32, Chairman; Elmer P. Baruth, 323; Silas A. Hanke, 195.

Grand Lodge Business Affairs: M. .W. .Brothers Edward F. Carter,
201, Chairman; Edward Huwaldt, 318; Elmer E. Magee, 227; Thomas J.
Aron, 37; Benjamin F. Eyre, 1.

Grand Lodge Office: M.".W. .Brothers Edward M. Knight, 183, Chair-
man; Walter R. Raecke, 36; George A. Kurk, 54.
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Grand Trustees: W.".Leslie E. Martin, 281 (1960) Chairman; M.".W.".
Lewis E. Smith, 136 (1963); W. .Brothers Carl D. Ganz, 209 (1959);
William E. Moor, 102 (1962); M.".W..Edward Huwaldt, 318 (1961).

Grievances W. .Brothers Frank L. Burbridge, 11, Chairman; Clay W.
Kennedy, 4; Richard J. Haggart, 82.

Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund: M. .W.".Elmer E. Magee, 227,
Chairman; W. .Brothers Lyle J. Bryant, 297; Delbert H. Pinkerton, 314.

Masonic Education: W. .Howard J. Hunter, 59 (1960) Chajirman;
M.".W.".John 8. Hedelund, 268 (1960); W. .Brothers Floyd C. Wisner,
265 (1959); Alfred B. Gorman, 54 (1959); Phillip A. Robinson, 155 (1961);
Silas A. Wilson, 46 (1961).

Nebraska Work: M..W. .Brothers Edward F. Carter, 201 (1961),
Chairman; Benjamin F. Eyre, 1 (1960); Chancellor A. Phillips, 150 (1959).

Relief and Care of Orphans: M.".W. .Benjamin F. Eyre, 1, Chairman
(1962); W.".Brothers Arthur A. Gregory, 265 (1959); Otto W. Burkhardt,
55 (1960); Joseph M. Troxel, 184 (1961); Alvin H. Miller, 19 (1963).

Temple Building Advisory: W. .Brothers Otto Nelsen, 300 (1961),
Chairman; E. Forrest Estes, 19 (1960); A. Vietor Bryan, 263 (1959).

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON
GRAND LODGE BUSINESS AFFAIRS

M.".W.".Edward F. Carter, 201, Chairman, presented the

report of the Committee on Grand Liodge Business Affairs,
which was adopted.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

On June 7, 1956, a resolution was adopted by the Grand Lodge which
provided for the appointment of a committee of five to examine into
the business affairs of the Grand Lodge and to make recommendations
with reference thereto. On June 5, 1957, the committee made a compre-
hensive report to the Grand Lodge, which included numerous recom-
mended changes in the law and many suggestions for the better handling
of Grand Lodge finances. The report was approved, the proposed amend-
ments were adopted, and the committee was continued for one year to
put the recommendations into effect. We now report on the actions we
have taken, the things remaining to be done, and the general state of
the finanecial affairs of the Grand Lodge. It will not be possible without
unduly extending this report to enumerate the multitude of matters that
have been handled by this committee. We shall review the general nature
of our actions.

The Board of Grand Trustees has been inereased to five members
in accordance with the amendment to the law at our last annual com-
munication. This Board now consists of M.".W. .Lewis E. Smith, 136,
Chairman; W.".Brothers Carl D. Ganz, 209; William E. Moor, 102; Leslie
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E. Martin, 281, and Edward Huwaldt, 318. These brethren are experienced
businessmen who have been trained in financial matters. We think the
management and control of our liquid assets are in the hands of a
competent and experienced Board of Grand Trustees. In addition thereto
they are dedicated Masons who have given freely of their time in handling
our finances.

Prior to June 1957, the investment of the accumulated funds of the
Grand Lodge was handled by the Board of Grand Trustees. The funds
which had been set aside for the support of The Nebraska Masonic Home
at Plattsmouth were invested and controlled by the Home Board.
Pursuant to the recommendations approved last year, these investments
and funds, with certain exeeptions to be hereinafter explained, have
been placed under the direet control and management of the Board of
Grand Trustees. Pursuant to authority granted to the Board of Grand
Trustees, that Board has entered into a contract or contracts with certain
banking institutions for the proper handling of these Grand Lodge funds
and securities, and for their proper safekeeping. The amount of funds and
securities now under the control of the Board of Grand Trustees is in
excess of $2,020,000. As now established, the Board of Grand Trustees
will have control of all the securities and money of the Grand Lodge,
including current annual income. The money to operate the Grand ILodge,
including The Nebraska Masonic Home and The Masonic-Eastern Star
Home for Children, will be provided in accordance with appropriations
made by the Grand Lodge. In other words, all expenditures will be by
appropriations made by the Grand Lodge, excepting only emergency
appropriations made pursuant to Section 1-326 of the By-Laws, as
amended in 1957.

In transferring securities and funds of The Nebraska Masonie Home
to the Board of Grand Trustees, we discovered a situation that required
a temporary handling of funds which should be explained. The fiscal
year of the Grand Lodge is from June 1 to May 31, inclusive. The
fiseal year of The Nebraska Masonic Home is from January 1 to
December 31, inclusive. This raised the problem as to the period for
which The Nebraska Masonic Home should request its appropriation.
The Home had in its possession cash funds in excess of that needed to
operate the Home to July 1, 1958, under its own budget. An understanding
was reached whereby the Home Board would retain this cash fund in
its possession, operate the Home from this cash fund until July 1, 1958,
at which time the balance would be transferred to the Board of Grand
Trustees. The Home Board would make its budget request thereafter
for the period from July 1 to June 30, inclusive. The understanding was,
of course, that this use of funds was to be made for the operation of the
Home and that any unusual expenditures would await the action of the
Grand Lodge at this annual communication.

With reference to The Nebraska Masonic Home, the following recom-
mendations have been placed in effect: The Nebraska Masonic Home
at its annual meeting following the 1957 Grand Lodge Communication
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adopted the new Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws approved by
the Grand Lodge. Pursuant thereto the Home Board was reduced to
fifteen members. Effeet was given to the approved recommendation
that employes of the Grand Lodge were not eligible for membership on
the Board. From all that our Committee has learned, the present Board
has cooperated fully, and the business of the Home has been conducted
in a business-like manner. Our committee desires to commend the work
of the Home Board.

We have established the general rule that every expenditure must
be supported by a voucher approved by the proper committee of the
Grand Lodge. We are not requiring that The Nebraska Masonic Home
Board or the Board of The Masonie-Eastern Star Home for Children
comply with this rule. We simply require that all claims and expenditures
of these two boards be approved by such boards and that the purposes
and amounts of such expenditures be shown in the minutes of such
boards. The nature of the operations of these two boards seems to re-
quire that their expenditures should be so handled. If the requirements
are complied with, the Finance Committee can properly check the ex-
penditures of these boards by an examination of their minutes. We have
left the matter of records and bookkeeping of these two boards, other
than the requirements of their minutes, to the boards themselves.

The Committee on Appropriations has been set up in acecordance with
last year’s Grand Lodge action. The following committee was appointed
by the Grand Master: W. .Brothers Fred D. Moshier, 281, Chairman;
Ernest E. James, 1; Melvin E. Johnson, 112; Richard L. Wait, 19, and
Ralph M. Carhart, 120. The Grand Master advised all committees and
boards requiring appropriations to file their budget requests with this
committee on or before May 1, 1958. There was some difficulty in eom-
plying with this requirement this year. We are certain that the pro-
cedural problems of this committee will be ironed out during the coming
year. The committee has made considerable study of Grand Lodge
budgets. We feel that it has done a fine job and that this committee
will soon have the work organized in such a manner as to bring great
credit to its members. The report of the committee will bring before
the Grand Lodge the amounts of money to be authorized for all Grand
Lodge activities for the ensuing year.

The Finance Committee has been set up in accordance with the
action of the Grand Lodge last year. W. .Brother C. Ray Macy, 26, was
renamed chairman of this committee. However, due to the injuries he
and his wife received in an automobile aceident last September, Brother
Maecy was compelled to resign from the committee after many years of
fajthful serviee to this Grand Lodge. We regret the loss of Brother
Macy from this committee. He was a dedicated Mason who gave much
of his time and talents to the work of the Order. Upon the resignation
of Brother Macy, the Grand Master appointed W.'.John A. Bottorf, 49,
as the Chairman of the Finance Committee. The other members of the
committee are: Ralph R. Carleton, 306; Louis V. Sylvester, 281; Robert
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E. Lund, 323; Welcome W. Naylor, 158. The function of the Committee
on Finance this year is substantially different from what it has been in
the past. It is presently charged with the duty of checking the expendi-
tures of the Grand Lodge for the past year. It is the duty of this com-
mittee to examine the books and records of the Grand Lodge to ascer-
tain that proper vouchers are on file for all expenditures, that all ex-
penditures are within the scope of appropriations made, to examine the
auditor’s reports in connection with its findings, and to make recom-
mendations regarding the disbursement of Grand Lodge funds. The work
of this committee will be most difficult this year. We are confident of
the ability of the Committee to organize its work, and by another year
it will be materially simplified and expedited.

The Grand Lodge Office Committee has been revitalized in accordance
with the recommendations of this Grand Lodge. The Committee consists
of M.". W.".George A. Kurk, 54, Chairman; M.".W.". Walter R. Raecke, 36;
M.".'W..Edward M. Knight, 183. Many problems have faced this com-
mittee. One of the most important is the problem of suitable quarters
and adequate stenographic help for the Grand Custodian. The problem
of reducing printing costs, partieularly the cost of printing our Grand
Lodge proceedings, is of great importance. The salary problem in the
Grand Secretary’s office is ever present. The matter of vacations for
employees is closely connected with wage schedules and adds to the
problem. The amount of necessary travel expense for the Grand Secretary
and, as a corollary thereto, the time the Grand Secretary is out of the
office on extra-curricular activities, are problems which are difficult
of solution. We have given consideration to these matters and discussed
them with the chairman of the Grand Lodge Office Committee. We feel,
however, that these are matters which should be econsidered and reported
to the Grand Lodge by that committee at the appropriate time.

It has become a custom for the Grand Master to give a dinner to
officers and guests of the Grand Lodge, usually on the evening of the
first day of Grand Lodge. This has been paid for with Grand Lodge
funds. We do not find that funds have been heretofore appropriated
for this purpose. Consistent with the views of this Committee that all
funds should be appropriated by the Grand Lodge for the specific pur-
poses for which they are to be used, we recommend Grand Lodge approval
of the purposes of the Grand Master’s Dinner and that a budget request
be submitted for this purpose to the Committee on Appropriations, such
cost to be charged to the expense of the annual eommunication.

In accordance with Grand Lodge action taken last year, all securities
formerly held by The Nebraska Masonic Home have been placed under
the control and management of the Board of Grand Trustees. It has not
been possible, however, to transfer the title to all of them to the Grand
Lodge. This requires the officers of the Home to sign stock transfers
whenever sales are authorized by the Board of Grand Trustees. This places
a hardship on the officers of the Home in that they are required to pass
the title to these securities when they are “in the dark” as to the nature
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of the transaction. We recommend that The Nebraska Masonic Home
Board be requested by this Grand Lodge to give consideration to the
execution of a suitable power of attorney to the Board of Grand Trustees,
or to some person or corporation designated by it, to transfer or sell any
and all securities remaining in the name of The Nebraska Masonic Home,
when the occasion requires. This would relieve the officers of the Home
of a duty with which they ought not in all fairness to be charged.

We shall make no attempt to detail the work and activities of boards,
committees, or individuals in following out the recommendations of our
committee as approved by the Grand Lodge. We shall leave to each of
them the responsibility for reporting their activities.

The Grand Lodge appropriated $3,500 for the use of this committee.
We have expended the sum of $1,999.50. Of this amount $300 was ex-
pended for stenographic service rendered over the past two years. The
balance, amounting to $1,699.50, has been paid to L. A. Nelson, a certified
public accountant, who was employed by thi