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GRAND MASTER OF MASONS OF NEBRASKA
1982 — 1983







BIOGRAPHICAL
PAUL R. PIERCE

M. .W.". Paul R. Pierce, the 117th Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska,
was bom on March 17, 1913 at Ord, Nebraska, the third of four sons of Albert
W. and Ivy M. Pierce. He graduated from the Ord High School and the
University of Nebraska with a degree from the College of Agriculture.

OnMay 1, 1937 he was united in marriage to Helen M. Uridel of Clearwater,
Nebraska. The family consists of their daughter Kathryn Kay, son-in-law Gail
Muhs, and two granddaughters. Brother Pierce taught Vocational Agriculture
in Laurel, Neligh and Hastings and was a member of the PhiDelta Kappa,
professional teachers fraternity.

After leaving teaching he formed the Pierce Agricultural Service, specializing
in the development and management of irrigated farms in south central Neb-
raska. He is an Accredited Farm Manager with the American Society of Farm
Managers and Rural Appraisers, served as Chairman of the Ethics Committee
of the American Society, and received the Distinguished Service Award of
the Society for Dedicated Service to Agriculture.

He is a 45 year member of Rotary International, having served as Secretary
and President of the Hastings Rotary Club, and is a Paul Harris Fellow.

He has been active in the Methodist Church, taught the aduit Sunday School
Class for 16 years prior to becoming Grand Master, and has served the
Nebraska Conference of the Methodist Church as President of the Board of
Trustees.

MASONRY

Brother Pierce was initiated March 10, 1949, passed April 15, 1949 and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on May 19, 1949 in Hastings
Lodge No. 50 A.-.F.-. & A.-:M.". in Hastings, Nebraska. He served as Worship-
ful Master in 1954.

Brother Pierce is a Knight of the York Cross of Honour, a 33rd Degree
member of the Scottish Rite, a member of Acacia Chapter of the Eastern Star
No. 39 in Hastings, is serving as Chaplain of Tehama Temple of the Shrine and
on the ritualistic degree team. He is a member of the Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests, the Royal Order of Scotland, designated the Criptic Mason of
the Year in 1977 by the General Grand Council, Royal and Select Masters
International, has served Job’s Daughters as Associate Guardian, is an Honorary
Member Legion of Honor of DeMolay and represents the Grand Lodge of
Nebraska in the Grand Lodge of Michigan. He is a member of the National
Sojourners and Red Cross of Constantine, Cour de lion Chapter. Prior to being
appointed to Grand Junior Deacon by M.-.W.-. Brother A. B. Saum in 1977 he
served as Grand Orator under M.-.W.-. John A. Bottorf in 1967-68. Brother
Pierce and his wife Helen like to travel. They have a motor home and have
journeyed to the Yukon and Alaska, into Mexico through the Sierra Madre
mountains to Mazatlan and throughout the western half of the United States.



M. .W.". Brother Pierce says he is just started in Masonry. The year as
Grand Master has opened new horizons of what can be done in Masonry.

During his year as Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother Paul has
demonstrated those abilities which were expected of him as he approached
that exalted station.

His devotion and dedication have assured him a place in the ranks of the
Great Leaders of our Craft.

He has been active in all branches of Masonry in the City of Hastings and
his many years of devoted service to his churchhas given him the proper
reverential perspective for the Craft.

For those of us who know him well, we expect his light to shine brightly
for many years to come.

N.W.L.
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PROCEEDINGS
of the
Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska.

ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SIXTH
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Held in Kearney June 10 and 11, 1983
FIRST DAY — MORNING SESSION

Friday, June 10, 1983
The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in Annual Communication at the
Holiday Inn, Kearney at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, June 10 A.D. 1983 A.L. 5983.

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT

MEE W “RauliREPierce No0RY. & 1 T el GRAND MASTER
R.°.W.". Bevin B. Bump, 158 .............. Deputy Grand Master
R.".W.". Robert A. Metcalf, 210 ............ Grand Senior Warden
R.".W.", Charles W. Amidon, 281 ............ Grand Junior Warden
RAEAVWARRRA AW G ey 2 S 1IN SSEE DAS a Grand Secretary
Ak Wess [ sialias) Gibsont¥sARy. - 1k % . L Grand Chaplain
WA arne s RN AR &V 05 S 2 i Grand Orator
W.". Gladwin A. Youngs, 210 . . . ... ............. Grand Historian
W WikwE O J8ERSET, T b b oo e BB 86 06 bt osa Grand Custodian
Wi William$Keller, 2500 5805 s, T S iESGs Grand Marshal
W.". Wayne G. Luenenborg, 39 ............. Grand Senior Deacon
WASIRaulFRBE veland SILIORL 48 L. e 088 i Grand Junior Deacon
WESIManvind MBEnkSIGORE S S o Sreaiige s S i Grand Tyler

Promptly at 8:30 a.m. a Lodge of Master Masons was opened in form
by Hastings Lodge No. 50, A.".F.". & A.".M.".

M. .W.". Paul R. Pierce, Grand Master was escorted to the East by
M.".W.". Norris W. Lallman, introduced and given the Grand Honors.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Secretary to call the roll of Chartered
Lodges. There being a constitutional number of Lodges represented, the Grand
Master declared the 126th Annual Communication of Grand Lodge of the Most
Ancient and Honorable Fratemity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska,
opened in ample form and directed the Grand Marshal to make proclamation
thereof.

The Grand Master directed the Grand Marshal to escort V.. W.". J. Dallas
Gibson to the altar for the purpose of prayer.




461 PROCEEDINGS OF THE KEARNEY

PRESENTATION OF THE FLAG

Presentation of the Flags of the United States was made by M.”.W.". Byron
C. Jenkins, 325 National Sojourners Chapter 19.

Following the seating of the Flags, the Pledge of Allegiance was given after
which W.". Wayne G. Luenenborg, Grand Senior Deacon, presented the
following Past Grand Masters according to seniority.

VEAW S Benamini B Eyres s R i e S e (86th) — 1951
VAW NIhomAasT S ATONE L It SIS | ) ST AN < (87th) — 1952
VEaWASIMerlesMaHale, o il e g o e e o e ol (91st) — 1956
MWl osephiGHlyer: oyl PN Ee jnen s a5 30N (94th) — 1959
IVISAW A ohnB SEUGChET et A ettt AL (95th) — 1960
MzzWessHerbertyA SRonmp s ries swel . By v e, (96th) — 1961
MERWES ErnesHORVaniWeyat 8 i S e (97th) — 1962
M.-.W.-.Harry A. Spencer ............ccuvvvnun.. (99th) — 1964
WL \/E ) LY SIS S R OI 6% A0 o orrt o (100th) — 1965
M.-.W.:. LewisR. Ricketts .................... (101st) — 1966
VISRV OrTaS RV VAR LA TTIATUSSRES - oo R e et (103rd) — 1968
VS WA S 1 BV AR B IS Elaite . S S e e s (104th) — 1969
MaaWeessRuSsell S cke s ity b af ol & 5 o s (00 0 (106th) — 1971
Wke o Waes 1Bl R s WEBEDDN g oo 6 o BB 6 00 000 cooBonD b (108th) — 1973
WL Y2 T8 el IR REmET) § 975 o6 6o 6l 6o d oo o obo0 60 (110th) — 1975
VISRV s IR EORSTINES J. o s 5 oo o (o < eemie et tion 0, . v, oo (111th) — 1976
W, JFERIEE 1 ET0me a6 08 & 000 a0 Sa sl B 80 06 o (113th) — 1978
VMoo o2 \Weraran JO), JLTENET, JJ8 6 6 0 000 5% & ofn 5% 0 4 o (114th) — 1979
MESWAISEyronlOm]enkinshs e, |27 15 S5 TS0 SRR (s s (115th) — 1980
IMEAWE I CarlpRAEGreisente .. ot ofo.  se NI 8 (Honorary) — 1966

The Past Grand Masters were given a most cordial welcome, conducted
to the East and given Grand Honors. The following Past Grand Masters were
unable to be present because of illness or other: M.:.W.-. John A. Bottorf
and M.-.W.-. Donald R. Swanson.

M.-.W.-. T. Leo Stines gave the response. M.:.W.". Sirs: On behalf of
the Past Grand Masters present, I wish to express our sincere appreciation
for the reception and warm welcome you just accorded us. We watched
your progress through the Grand Lodge line through the years with great
satisfaction, and particularly the past six months after your very serious
surgery. It was not known at that time whether you would even walk again,
and [ know from personal observation at our Area Masonic Education meet-
ings and Friendship nights at which you were the principle speaker. It looked
like you should have been at home in your lazy boy recliner under sedation.
That is not your modish operendi and you fought back amazingly. We salute,
you, M.-.W.-. Sir. A year ago we pledged you our support. We are still
with you 100 percent these final two days of your reign. If you should see
fit to call on us for any reason, don’t hesitate to do so. I would be remiss
if I did not wish for you a most fruitful and harmonious communication.
Thank you, M.-.W.:. Sir:
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RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS

ALASKA: R.-.W.:. Glen W. Pruett, Senior Grand Warden and Personal
Representative of M.-.W.-. John C. Ingram, Grand Master, Grand
Lodge, F.:.&A.:.M.-. of Alaska.

COLORADO: M.:.W.-. R. Keith Milheim, Deputy Grand Master and Per-
sonal Representative of M.-.W.:. Samuel Berman, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge A.-.F.-.&A.-.M.-. of Colorado.

R.-.W.-. Raymond E. Petersen, Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge,
A, F.-.&A.-.M.:. of Colorado.

ILLINOIS: R.-.W.-. Willie B. Elliott, Junior Grand Warden and Personal
Representative of M.*.W.:. Raymond H. Bachman, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge, A.-.F.-.&A.- .M.-. of Illinois.

IOWA: M.-.W.-. Norval P. Marks, Grand Master, Grand Lodge,
A.".F.. . &A.-.M.-. of lowa.

R.-.W... Tom Eggleston, Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge,
A.-.F.-.&A." M.". of Iowa.

KANSAS: M:-.W.-. Larry Winegardner, Deputy Grand Master and Per-
sonal Representative of M.-.W.-. Richard A. Porter, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge, A.::F.-.&A.-.M.-:. of Kansas.

R:-.W.-. Albert O. Arnold, Jr., Grand Secretary, Grand Lodge,
A.".F.-.&A.- M.:. of Kansas.

MARYLAND: Stewart M. L. Pollard, Executive Secretary, Masonic Ser-
vice Association of the United States.

MONTANA: M.-.W.-. Ludvik H. Jun, Grand Master, Grand Lodge,
A.-.F.:.&A.-.M.:. of Montana.

SOUTH DAKOTA: R.-.W.:. Ray Baker, Deputy Grand Master, and Per-
sonal Representative of M.-.W.-. Raymand W. Horn, Grand Master,
Grand Lodge, A.".F.:. & A.-.M.-. of South Dakota.

WYOMING: M:-:W:-: Frank M. Hartung, Grand Master, Grand Lodge,
A F.-.&A.- M. . of Wyoming.

NEBRASKA: M.E. E. P. Baruth, Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter,
R.A.M. of Nebraska; Sir Knight Fred E. Hilligas, R.E. Grand Comman-
der, Grand Commandery, K.T. of Nebraska; M. I. Maurice W. Hall,
Grand Master, Grand Council of Cryptic Masonry in Nebraska;
Raymond F. Evers, Superintendent, The Nebraska Masonic Home;
William F. Patterson, President, The Nebraska Masonic Home; Ben-
jiman Harvey, Administrator, The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children at Fremont; Lester Smith, Worthy Grand Patron, Order of
The Eastern Star of Nebraska; Walter Miller, Executive Officer in
Nebraska and Member Supreme Council, International Order of De-
Molay; Edward H. Lockwood, Grand Organist; ILL. Herbert A. Ronin
33° Active, Lt. Grand Commander, Supreme Council, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction, Sovereign Grand Inspec-
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tor General of Nebraska. Lloyd Soterin, Potentate, Tehama Shrine,
Hastings, Nebraska.

GRAND LODGE COMMITTEES

Application for Reinstatements: W.". Donald R. White, 327 Chairman; W.-.
Kenneth P. Lott, 184, W.". Amos H. Campbell, 184.

Appropriations: W.-. Walter E. Truex, 55 (1983) Chairman; W.'. Virgil F. Wag-
ner, 72 (1985); W.:. John D. Vermaas, 256 (1984), W.:. Robert A. Car-
hart, 120 (1986); Ben D. Fussell, 79 (1987).

Charters & Dispensations: W.-. Ben D. Fussell, 79, Chairman; W.:. Don C. Mc-
Coy, 11; W.-. Joe Geisler, 327.

Codification of the Law: W.". Bernard T. Pipher, 31, Chairman; W.-. Gladwyn
A. Youngs, 210; W.'. Joseph N. Lindquist, 1.

Credentials: W.-. Glenn F. Sperry,139, Chairman,W.'. William W. Steen, 280;
W.-. Doyle E. Berg, 281; W.-, Gary L. Powell, 19; W.. Norris L. Rusmisell,
46;W.-.C.. Erwin Paulsen, 1; W.:. Manuel Maldonado, 184.

Doings of Grand Officers: W.'. Kenneth D. Beebe, 119, Chairman; W.-. Jack
Seidenglanz, 184; W.-. Everett K. Dappen, 265.

Entertainment of Distinguished Guests: M.-.W.". Louis V. Sylvester, 281, Chair-
man; M.-.W.-. Hugh W. Eisenhart, 150; M.".W.-. Lewis R. Ricketts, 19.

Finance: W.-. Edwin G. Mortensen, 302 (1983) Chairman; W.-. David E. Menck,
15 (1986); W:. Lawrence J. Zwart, 11 (1985); W.'. Floyd A. Sterns, 19
(1984), W.-. Sidney W. Irwin, 302 (1987).

Fraternal Dead: V.'.W.-.J. Dallas Gibson, 54, Chairman; W.-. Clarence R. Kuehn,
210; W.-. David E. Bute, 15.

Fraternal Relations: R.-.W.-. Ralph W. Gerry, 281, Chairman; M.-.W.'. John
A. Bottorf, 49; M.- W.-. Ernest O. Van Wey, 249.

George Washington Masonic National Memorial: M.-.W.'. Warren D. Lichty, Jr.,
314, Chairman; W.'. Gayle Angus, 261; W.'. Orval W. Cooley, 323.

Grand Lodge Offices: M.-.W.-. Merle M. Hale, 54, (1985) Chairman; M.".W.-.
Thomas J. Aron, 37 (1986);M.-.W.-.Jack H. Hendrix, 174 (1984); M. .W.".
Donald R. Swanson, 54 (1983); W.'. Donald Lee Andrews, 15 (1987).

Grand Lodge Membership: W.'. Charles W. Amidon, 281, Chairman; W.-.
Morton P. Steyer, 281; W.-. Robert E. Kyes, 36; W.:. Wayne G. Luenen-
borg, 39; R.-.W.'. Bevin B. Bump, 158

Grant Trustees: W.*. Frank V. Lawson, Jr., 1 (1987) Chairman; W.-. Robert A.
Wekesser, 54, (1984); W.:. Donald J. Schonberg, II, 327 (1983); W.".
George T. Harris, 302 (1985); M.-.W.-. Harold Hultman, 39 (1986).

Grievances: M.".W.'. Frank J. Mattoon, 75, Chairman; M.-.W.-. Lewis R. Rick-
etts, 19; W.-. David E. Menck, 15.
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Masonic-Eastern Star Student Fund: W.-. Ralph J. Hershey, 15, Chairman;
W.:. E. Riley Marr, 290; W.-. Fred Shaw, 323.

Masonic Education: M.".W.-. T. Leo Stines, 36 (1983) Chairman; R.-.W.-.
Bevin B. Bump, 158 (1983); W.:. Wayne G. Luenenborg, 39 (1985); R.".
W.:. Charles W, Amidon, 281 (1984); W.". Paul R. Eveland, 119 (1984).

Masonic Relief: W.'. Paul L. Toombs, 290 (1987) Chairman; W.'. Robert E.

Kyes, 36 (1985); W.-. Kenneth G. Fleming, 75 (1984); W.-. Melvin E. Hat-
field, 54 (1983); W.". Joe P. Gonnerman, 126 (1986).

Nebraska Work: M.-.W.'. Louis V. Sylvester, 281 (1984) Chairman; M.-.W.".
Lewis R. Ricketts, 19, (1985); M.*.W.*. Hugh W. Eisenhart, 150 (1983).

Public Relations: W.". Gladwyn A. Youngs, 210 (1986) Chairman; W.-. Don-
ald W, Madsen, 11 (1985); W.-. Marvin Anderson, 316 (1984); W.-. Frank
D. Smutney, 33 (1983); W.-. Frank G. Weiss, 295 (1987).

Returns: W.:. Sebert A. Stover, 281, Chairman; W.-. Sidney Irwin, 302; W.-.
Edward C. Reynolds, 268.

Temple Building Advisory: M..W.:. Harold C. Wurdeman, 323 (1985); W.-.
Donald G. Hafer, 306 (1983); W.'. Herman O. Hansen, 3 (1984).

Lodge Advisory: M.-.W.-. Byron C. Jenkins, 325 (1985), Chairman; M.-.W.-.
Frank J. Mattoon, 75 (1983); M..W.-. Herbert A. Ronin, 210 (1984).

Youth: W.-. William G. Hurst, 54, Chairman; W.-. Halsey Phillips, 325; W.-. Ivan
G. Abdouch, 302; W.-. Byron E. Lee, 8%, W.*. James C. Gathmann, 327.

M.-.W.-. Paul R. Pierce, Grand Master, introduced the Grand Custodian,
W.-. Mannie O. Hansen, who in turn introduced the Deputy Grand Custo-
dians and Deputy Grand Custodians Emeriti.

DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS

HarmyANSATIRSINQREES s S e R e iz e RN R 1959
I oy dSINE dyvards SR8 QR e e . S 1960
Stanle ENBmtong222 . =i coaess =5 R i SR R 1961
ARthur' SADye BT ey, 5 fead 0l L D R NS 1964
iNelsonsWaBRItteEnburg e 2 RS g R R 1965
Gwynne E@Neubauer, 1258". . . RN | S B  R R Re 1966
Mervint B IRANS Oy ST gD s ke sl % oo o P G e T 1967
Donalds A K yekehahn 20 O s R Tty L S 1967
Brank iR, . HAGSE77 Pre o wmaen sl 50 g e n (e o e o 1967
GeraldBVASInslee: SISSIEIE SEiE L itadia By S e R P 1968
Johny CHRSIeTkeSARRT w=ase - 55 1 o° HF T 7 TRl S AR e e 19 1969

Hermani@FEanseni®a) = ok . it i S i e e o e 1970
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DRWaynelErickSon sld 6 Sl et S it iaient s 11 =0 = nogarar 1970
Richard§lsiVauchi257We PGl o8 & Ll B e - s 1971
DRI 18, U e o o o I R\ PPN 1971
RobengiaskyesSLARs Y i I SIS S BT L e 1972
Richard{OMEC oW e 217 I S B TS el s T i 1975
JensIBWNielSendr 21" 8y, -Stmiset Fol e T, S KOs et U 1975
Rl phiE SV CN Uty s8] S8 s S e e T 3 S s 1975
DonZaMcCovRINIF. . Seotaiis . e e e gy o 1975
Eivere ttiKesDappenig26 5t taaThs SuOia s M RN A e e 1975
AlfiedBVSReltZe sl ASE rdt=cn'. . RS B SN Rs B % R 1975
BENMRUSSellSFON It vt o g o i AN el syl (0 TS L iR 1976
Al D ol (0, i 6 il o WS o o Dt 3 S L RN G 1976
RogerglaeShillingtonty ISOM pa Pt Juedi . .10 ok S5 L s i s 1976
ffamespiegCormshi®3 18 2 Eae e o Saiasb sl LS Sist L L dh gt gty 1976
|7 DITET, B0 o dotirehe & Qs Tois (o5 . 5D 0 Wi BN 8 O ) 1977
HarayaPRSaumSOSIREs s | = S s e L e 1979
IefVernPAYSE nEheT oAy 2030 SIRIE S N LB g e e L 1979
VIiCha el Ay R EtE SO 2T s h N o - tons Sk el R ol for et e il e oylae o o %Y o ae 1979
ABerisWEWatSCka 40M="08 0 i, o SeAC @ et T N a8 T TR 1979
AThURPRHErguSORS22 Nt baugts W 58 SIS . | o Ta S 000 s 1979
e shcXGRAWEher 2045 T L NN <X S ALE L8 Lond e Bl 1979
Kennethf GREleming oy s Ay Sriie S Sty M. e 1 . 1980
AUGUSHNETOMSCOlarQIS TS ot S erl w0 o i 1981
| Viin ) PETTRS) 0) et o br - i S - (B o 1982
Vincent-Rosenbenger SIS TMien = oo, sl Tilecy 1 gl v peio) 1982
ATEUStUSEWETClark P3RS 2= 0 S5 W0 9.5 Tieae T e el o L 1982
DavidERAMeneka ! 5 mae V-G 1 e, Sl NS © L A L L TR, 1982

DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS EMERITI

Austin F. Whitmire, 75 T. Leo Stines, 36
Carroll C. Raymer, 164 Glenn W. Binder, 23
Louis V. Sylvester, 281 Alfred R. Kenoyer, 191
George S. Schwab, 49 Harold D. Weddel, 61
Harold M. Wilkerson, 54 Gordon Chard, 240
Delbert H. Pinkerton, 314 Amold F. Mains, 15
Sebert A. Stover, 281 Harold A. Tilton, 71
Clifford D. Webster, 321 Alton S. Mote, 183
Frank H. Smith, 301 Willard I. Lewis, Jr., 9
W. Upton Dawson, 135 Walter S. Cork, 75

Curtis J. Griess, 49 Paul D. Fleming, 93
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CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS:
W.-.BEN D. FUSSELL, CHAIRMAN

M.-.W.-.Grand Master, the Committee on Charters and Dispensations
would like to meet with the three lodges that were cited this year, poolside
in the Holidome at 10:15, would also like to meet with the other members
of the Committee at 10:00.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

M. .W.". Paul R. Pierce, Grand Master, requested the Grand Secretary
to call the roll of Grand Representatives of other Grand Lodges. The Grand
Master attended them a hearty welcome and suggested that they convey his
greetings to the Grand Lodge they represent. There were 65 Grand Represen-
tatives present.

Response was given by W.".Donald R. White:

M. .W.". Grand Master, we of Grand Lodge Representatives thank you
for the hearty welcome you just extended to us. Each of us bring greetings
from the Grand Jurisdiction we represent. It is a very enjoyable and rewarding
opportunity that we have. The communication with our Masonic brethren in
each of our Jurisdictions, conveys a message to them that we as Masons in
the State of Nebraska are truly interested in their Masonic endeavors. To
those of you who have been appointed a Grand Representative to the Grand
Jurisdiction outside the United States, I would say you have a great opportunity.
I say this from experience. Having been honored with the appointment of
Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales of Australia,
I have had considerable correspondence with my brother Mason in that area,
who is Grand Representative of Nebraska near New South Wales.

One particular photo I received shows a lodge meeting being conducted in
a cave. By a cave, I am referring to one similar to those we have in various
parts of the United States, which I am sure most of you have visited. Special
permission was granted by the Grand Master of that Jurisdiction to hold a
meeting in such a place. I have learned much about how Masonry is conducted
in a country other than ours. Lodge work and the terminology also differs from
ours. It has been most interesting and enlightening.

M. .W.". Sir, each of us thank you for the honor and privilege of being a
Grand Representative. We truly wish you a very harmonious and successful
Grand LodgeCommunication, and shall pass on to the other Jurisdictions your
message of welcome and greeting.

M. .W. . Paul R. Pierce, Grand Master:

Presentation of Commission to John D. Richardson, 50, as Grand Represen-
tative to the Republic of China.
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M.".W.". BENJAMIN F. EYRE, PAST GRAND MASTER

I have here a tear sheet out of a newspaper. This particular paper is 51
years old plus. The date on this paper is June 5, 1932, 75th Anniversary of
the Grand Lodge. This particular notice is to mark the site of Masonry's
founding in Nebraska in the town of Bellevue.

The officers that presided at this dedication are: W.". Brother Harold H.
Thom, Nebraska Lodge No. 1; M.".W. . John R. Tapster, Grand Master;
Albert Jefferis, former Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge and William Heller,
the donor of the stone. Assisting these brethren on June 7 was the Grand
Master of Illinois; the Deputy Grand Master of Illinois; Representatives of the
Grand Lodge of Iowa and the Master of Bluffs City Lodge No. 71.

It is a beautiful stone located in the Park at Bellevue facing the sun, moon
and stars. This monument, solid granite in the form of an altar and, of course,
the altar always carried the light of Freemasonry, Tlie Holy Bible. It also
carries the square and compass and Chapter XII of Ecclesiastes.

I just want to tell you that Nebraska Lodge No. 1 received their original
papers of dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Illinois in 1855. At that time
Bellevue was a rugged town. It was a fur trading establishment for John Jacob
Paster Fire Company.
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In the loft of the trading post, on the second floor this lodge established
their first lodge room. Such a primitive lodge room as it was, boxes, trunks
covered with furs, blankets over the windows so the Indians could not see.
The first petitioner Isaiah Bennett was investigated and was found of good
character but he had gone to the celestial lodge above.

Peter Sarpy received the degree of an Entered Apprentice in Bluffs City
Lodge as a courtesy. They crossed the Missouri River on January 5, 1856.

No. 1 was the first lodge chartered in the Grand Lodge and for reason of
economic conditions in 1888 the charter was removed to Omaha, when we
had our 75th Anniversary of the lodge with Ira C. Freet, Grand Master. We
had a fine meeting, plenty to eat, lots of oratory but it left a void.

A committee was appointed and as the result of the work of the committee
over a period of time, the stone was dedicated. If you want to see the entire
program of the meeting, those of you who have access to the Grand Lodge
Proceedings of 1932 will find twelve pages of history covering this monument.

On the monument is inscribed “Dedicated in honor of the Founders of
Masonry in Nebraska and loving memory of those who carried on.”

It belongs to the Grand Lodge and for that reason, M.-.W.-. Sir, as
surviving member of that Committee, I am happy to present to the Grand
Lodge this particular picture, story and memorandum which I trust will some
day hang in the Library of The Grand Lodge office. Thank you very much.

GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

I welcome all the delegates and guests to this 126th Annual Communication
of our Grand Lodge.

I do want to express my appreciation to you in Nebraska for delegating me
the honor and the responsibility of serving as your Grand Master. It has been
a busy year. I hope my actions will meet with your approval.

My thanks go to Rob Morris Lodge No. 46 of Kearney for setting up this
lodge, to Hastings Lodge No. 50 for opening and receiving the Grand Lodge
Officers. A thank you to the good people of Kearney for welcoming us, and for
all of you for coming to participate in this, our 126th Grand Lodge Communica-
tion. I want to again remind you that the Grand Lodge is made up of 230
Worshipful Masters, and 230 Senior Wardens, 230- Junior Wardens, the Past
Grand Masters who become Life Members of the Grand Lodge, and the
thirteen appointed and elected Officers of the Grand Lodge. Thisis your Grand
Lodge.

This will conclude my talk to you. I will not read the preliminary report
that you already have in your hands.

I ask you to visit with one another, make our out-of-town and distinguished
guests welcome, and enjoy the fellowship, the good food and conversation
while at this Grand Lodge Communication. Thank you.
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VISITATIONS

As your Grand Master I tried to represent Blue Lodge Masonry wherever
I was invited, except for conflict of schedules, weather, and as health would
permit. I had neurosurgery on my back this past winter to relieve pressure on
nerves to my back, hips and legs, and for a period of time had to decline
invitations. I did have representation at scheduled events. M.-.W.:. Byron
C. Jenkins substituted for me at the installation of officers at Fremont Lodge
No. 15, and M. W.-. T. Leo Stines for Hastings Lodge No. 50 and Mid-
west Lodge No. 317 at Hastings.

I attended two outstate Grand Lodge Communications, at Sioux City,
Iowa and at Topeka, Kansas. The lowa Grand Master, M..W.:. Norval P.
Marks, and I were raised in the same farming community and graduated from
the same Ord high school. Nebraska was represented by M.-.W.-. Byron C.
Jenkins at the Alaska Grand Lodge Communication. He is recognized as a kind
of Godfather there because of his early activity as Grand Master in recognizing
their new Grand Lodge during his year as Grand Master. M.-.W.-. Past Grand
Master Warren D. Lichty, Jr. and Deputy Grand Master Bevin B. Bump
represented the Nebraska Grand Lodge at Minnesota, and Bevin B. Bump
represented the Nebraska Grand Lodge at Wyoming, Colorado and South
Dakota.

My own lodge, Hastings Lodge No. 50, and our sister Lodge Midwest Lodge
No. 317, and Acacia Chapter No. 39 of the Eastern Star, all of Hastings, hosted
all the Grand Lodge officers and their ladies at a reception in the Hastings
Temple on the Sunday afternoon following installation of Grand Lodge
Officers. It was very beautiful, gracious, well attended, and very much
appreciated.

I represented the Grand Lodge when Geneva Lodge No. 79 recognized
and honored their Secretary Ben Fussell after a delicious buffalo stew dinner.
W.:. Brother Ben is also a Deputy Grand Custodian, doing education work
within his area.

I was invited to meet with, was received by, and spoke to more than
thirty Blue Lodges. I took part in the ten Educational meetings. On several
occasions I had the pleasure to present 50 and 60 year pins, noteably at
Brownville, the Old Folks Home at Auburn, Superior, Fremont and Alliance
Lodges, and on one special occasion at Franklin, a 70 year pin. I was speaker
at several Friendship Nights, as well as one area Friendship Night at Fair-
mont.

I represented the Grand Lodge at the Grand sessions of the DeMolay and
the Job’s Daughters. I had a conflict with the Rainbow for Girls, and asked the
Chairman of our Youth Committee, Bill Hurst, to represent the Grand Lodge
and present the scholarship to a Rainbow for Girls winner.

It is important that we as a Grand Lodge, work closely with the Eastern
Star. I have had good relations, cooperation and exchange of ideas from both
the Worthy Grand Matron Betty Mabon and Worthy Grand Patron Bernie
Paden. I represented the Grand Lodge at the Grand Chapter session of the
Eastern Star, and was received as a special guest at Acacia Chapter No. 39
at Hastings.

Irepresented the Grand Lodge in attendance at the reception for the Worthy
Grand Matron and the Worthy Grand Patron, Betty Mabon and Bernie Paden
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at Phillips.

The Grand Master and the Grand Secretary were special guests at Trinity
Eastern Star Chapter 299 at Omaha, recognizing the Master Masons.

I attended the three day session of the Grand York Rite bodies at Columbus,
was received as Grand Master and spoke at each of the meetings of the Chapter,
Council and the Commandery. I attended the Knights of the York Cross of
Honor meeting in Alliance and took the Blue Lodge part in the initiation of
new KYCH members. I was the initiate of the Red Cross of Constantine Coeur
De Lion Conclave at Columbus.

I was invited to the presentation of the third degree of Masonry by the
Scottish Rite in Omaha in colonial costume, was their guest at their Scottish
Rite Banquet. I represented the Grand Lodge at the Lincoln Scottish Rite in their
presentation of the play “The Traitor”, and spoke at the Scottish Rite Educa-
tional meeting. I participated in two Scottish Rite Reunions in Hastings.

Tehama Temple of the Shrine gave me the Grand Masters Fez, presented
a 100 Million Dollar Certificate to the Shrine, in the name of the G.M. was
given a $750 check to be used for Friendship Nights, and honored the Grand
Master as Marshal of their ceremonial parade. Tangier gave special recognition
as Grand Master of Masons of Nebraska at their Potentate’s Ball. Sesostris at
Lincoln hosted me and my wife at the Shrine Bowl game in Lincoln. I attended
Na-Ja Temple Ceremonial in Spearfish, South Dakota where western
Nebraska novices were initiated into the Shrine in a Tehama-Na-Ja double
ceremonial. I camped with the Moble Nobles.

Sesostris Temple at Lincoln recognized the Grand Master and his Lady
at their annual Potentate’s Banquet and Ball.

I was a guest and spoke to a joint meeting of the Tehama Temple of the
Shrine and the Knights of Columbus at a steak-fry in Grand Island. The
Grand Island Knights are great supporters of the Shrine Bowl.

As Grand Master I was received and spoke at installations of the Daughters
of the Nile at Lincoln and at Hastings.

I met with the Board of The Nebraska Masonic Home in Plattsmouth and
was guest and visitor at the Home on more than one occasion. I met with the
Trustees of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children at Fremont, as well

as attending the Children’s Achievement Day activities.
1 was represented at a Council Bluffs, [owa meeting honoring the lowa

Grand Master, by Past Grand Masters Harold C. Wurdeman and Byron C.
Jenkins, and R.W. Grand Secretary Ralph W. Gerry. On April 19 I presented 60
year pins at Fremont Lodge, and later in the evening assisted in the raising of
two of Paul R. Eveland’s sons at North Bend Lodge.

I believe it is important that officers of the Grand Lodge, appointed and
elected, meet and mix with both individual Masons and Lodges of Nebraska.
We have a big state. There is a limit to how much we can do. I believe that it is
important that we meet with other Masonic bodies. They need us, and we
need them. We are a big Brotherhood and Sisterhood. I believe we do have a
good relationship and we want to encourage and keep it that way. I want to
thank all who have received my wife and me on these many good fellowship
visits. They will be jewels of remembrance for us. We hope we have given
something back to you.
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GRAND MASTERS CONFERENCE

The Grand Masters Conference, this year, was held in Dallas, Texas. The
Conference is always held at the time of George Washington’s birthday. Fifty
delegations were represented. They include each state, including Hawaii, which
is joined with California, plus the District of Columbia. Nebraska was
represented by Deputy Grand Master Bevin B. Bump, Past Grand Master
Herbert A. Ronin, and Right Worshipful Ralph W. Gerry, Grand Secretary.
The delegation attended the meeting of the George Washington National
Masonic Memorial Association, were guests of the Scottish Rite for a lunch,
and attended the Grand Masters’ Banquet. The meeting offers an opportunity
for an exchange of ideas among the several states. Bevin B. Bump, Deputy
Grand Master, was guest speaker at the Grand Secretaries Banquet.

CORNERSTONES AND DEDICATION CEREMONIES

On September 26th, 1982, the Grand Lodge was privileged to lay a corner-
stone for the Centura Public School located 5 miles north of Cairo, Nebraska.
The school serves Cairo, Boelus and Dannebrog. Ten years ago the Grand
Lodge laid the cornerstone for the first part of the construction for the new
high school. This time a very large facility was constructed for use of the junior
high school and grade school. The cornerstone laying ceremony took place
on the gymnasium stage before a crowd estimated by Brother Dean Drum-
mond, Superintendent of the school, to be over 900 in number. The high school
band took part in the ceremony. The cornerstone laying ceremony was on a
Sunday afternoon, and was a part of the open house and, also, dedication of
the new school addition.

On October 23, 1982, the Grand Lodge laid a cornerstone for a new Temple
of Ornan Lodge No. 261 at Spencer, Nebraska. This was followed by the
dedication of the Temple. The beautiful new Temple was packed with
Masons, members of the Eastern Star and guests. The building and financing
of the new Temple was made possible by a gift from W.B. Carl Schmidt,
holder of the Bronze Jordan Medal of Oman Lodge, and his sister, Past Matron
of the Eastern Star, Josie Anderson.

On October 24, 1982, the Grand Lodge laid a cornerstone for a new resi-
dence building, home for the assistant superintendent of the Masonic-Eastern
Star Home for Children at Fremont.

Again, on April 24, 1983, the Grand Lodge laid a comerstone for the new
Executive Office building on the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children
grounds at Fremont. The building will house the executive offices for the
Grand Chapter of the Eastern Star, and the Grand York Rite bodies, Chapter,
Council and Commandery. The symbolic ceremony of laying the cornerstone
took place in the auditorium with the seats all filled and a standup crowd. This
was a big event for both the Eastern Star and the York Rite. An open house for
the new building, with total occupancy, will be held July 17, 1983 from 2:00
until 4:00. Both the Eastern Star and the York Rite Grand Se cretary and Record-
er attest to the highly increased office traffic, even in their temporary quarters,
at the new location.

Each cornerstone laying ceremony involves considerable planning. Our
thanks go to all these good people. Our Grand Marshal William Keller does a
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splendid job of organization. Our very capable Grand Orator James N.
DeMoss says the right things in the right amount of time. Our thanks go to W.B.
Henry Greenwalt of Lincoln Lodge No. 210 for making a very beautiful set of
working tools, the square, level and plumb to be used at cornerstone ceremonies
and a case to carry and preserve them.

The ceremony of comerstone laying by the Grand Lodge is a very meaning-
ful public event. We should look forward, yes, months and years ahead, in
cornerstone laying for public buildings, churches and educational institutions.

CENTENNIALS AND ANNIVERSARIES

There were two lodges that reached their 100th year in 1982. Cedar River
Lodge No. 89 at Fullerton held their 100th Anniversary on June 19, 1982.
Vernon B. Keehn served as Worshipful Master and Wayne H. Nichols as
Secretary. There were twelve Past Masters present among the 100 who
banqueted at the Methodist Church.

Grand Lodge officers and wives in attendance were Grand Master Paul R.
Pierce, Past Grand Masters T. Leo Stines and Harold C. Wurdeman, W. Grand
Custodian Mannie O. Hansen, Grand Junior Deacon Paul R. Eveland and
Grand Tyler Marvin M. Fink. The address and presentation of the Centennial
Certificate was given by the Grand Master.

Ionic Lodge No. 87 of Niobrara held their 100th Anniversary October 2nd
to a large open house at their new temple, and to a very large group of Masons,
their wives and friends at their banquet. Thomas E. Colwell, Worshipful
Master was Master of Ceremonies. Robert L. Olsen was Secretary. As Grand
Master I introduced the several Grand Lodge Officers and their wives who were
present, and presented the Worshipful Master with the Centennial Certificate.

The address of the evening was given by our Grand Orator James N.
DeMoss, followed by an enjoyable concert provided by the Yankton Double
Eagle Chorus.

GRAND LODGE AREA EDUCATIONAL MEETINGS

The Grand Lodge Education Committee was made up of Grand Lodge
Officers, with M..W.:. T. Leo Stines as Chairman. This afforded an opportunity
for the Officers and Brethren to meet together and discuss, present and receive
ways of improving our Masonic work.

Ten Educational meetings were conducted this past year to reach all the
lodges east of Nebraska Highway No. 14. A year ago we had all of our meetings
west of Highway 14.

There were good turnouts for the Education meetings. The theme was
*“Masonic Education.” We found that the brethren were hungry for information
about Masonry. We distributed printed material and booklets, and encouraged
questions, comments and constructive criticisms.

Credit for arranging the schedules for the meetings and for acting as Master
of Ceremonies goes to M.-.W.:. T. Leo Stines. A thank you goes to the host
lodges and their ladies for their hospitality. Host Lodges were Neligh, South
Sioux City, West Point, Stromsburg, and Hebron in the fall months, and
Fremont, Papillion, Weeping Water, Crete and Humbolt in the spring of the
year.
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The Education meetings get down to basic Masonic principles. There was
good discussion and exchange of ideas. It gives an opportunity for the officers
of the lodges and officers of the Grand Lodge to meet and mix. I encourage the
continuance of the Education meetings. There are two main problems that
exist with our Educational meetings. The first is that we cannot cover the whole
state with one Committee. The second is that the lodges that need help the most
are the ones most often absent from these meetings.

MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION

The Masonic Service Association of 8120 Fenton Street, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910, continues to be a great source of help to both the Grand Lodge
and the subordinate bodies of Masonry. Stewart M. L. Pollard, the Executive
Secretary, will be our guest at this Grand Lodge Communicaton. A display and
sale of many booklets printed by the Association will be available to the Masons.
The state of Nebraska is an active and contributing member of the Masonic
Service Association.

The Masonic Service Association is especially active in the visitation of
Brethren in Veteran’s Hospitals. On Valentine’s Day this year Grand Lodge
representatives, headed by Right Worshipful Robert Metcalf, Grand Senior
Warden, and Brother Bob Adamsheck, Field Agent, visited the Veteran’s
Hospital in Lincoln. The Field Agents contribute generously of their time and
are very much appreciated by the Brother patients.

The Masonic Service Association sends the Short Talk Bulletin to every
lodge secretary. The secretary should make it available to the members. The
Bulletin is very informative. It is published monthly and may be subscribed to
for $2.50 a year from the Association office. Some lodges are giving a one year
subscription of Short Talk to each newly raised Master Mason.

I encourage every lodge to build a library of material from the Masonic

Service Association and make the literature available to the membership of
the lodge.

DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIAN APPOINTMENTS

After many years of service, I commissioned W.. Paul D. Fleming, 93,
Commission No. 98, a Deputy Grand Custodian Emeritus. W.-. Fleming was
commissioned July 7, 1949 and served for more than 33 years. The occasion took
place at the Deputy Grand Custodian banquet in Grand Island, September 10,
1982.

Deputy Grand Custodian appointments included:

W.:. Brother David E. Menck, 15, Commission No. 198, July 21,

1982 at Fremont, Nebraska. A dinner was held honoring W.-. Brother
Menck, and retiring Deputy Grand Custodian W.:. Dale Page of Fremont.
Brother Menck was, also, presented an Admiralship in the Great Navy of
Nebraska.

W.-. Brother Justin F. Fauss, 55, Commission No. 199, September 10,
1982, at the Deputy Grand Custodian School Banquet in Grand Island,
Nebraska. Brother Fauss also received an Admiralship in the Great Navy of
Nebraska.

Vincent Rosenberger, 183, Commission No. 200, September 10, 1982, at the
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Deputy Custodian School banquet.
W.-B... Augustus W. “Bud” Clark, 318, Commission No. 201, November
19, 1982, at the Grand Lodge Masonic Education meeting in Stromsburg.

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

Recommended of other Grand Jurisdictions near Nebraska:

John D. Richardson, Hastings Lodge No. 50, to represent the Grand Lodge,
F... & A.-M. . of China.

H. Gene Gustafson, Grand Island Lodge No. 318, to represent the Grand
Lodge, F.-. & A.-.M.:. of Washington.

Commissioned:

H. Kenneth Kingsbury — District of Columbia

Knud Meister — Denmark

Joseph Maturano — New York

Fred Layman — Virginia

Kirby D. Ward — Georgia

Harold Wilson — British Columbia

GENERAL PERMISSIONS

Permission was given Springfield Lodge No. 112 to enter a float in a local
parade.
Permission was given Cement Lodge No. 211 at Wood River to join with
the Eastern Star and enter a float in the town Centennial.
Permission was given Silver Cord Lodge No. 224 at Ainsworth to join with
Long Pine Lodge No. 136 and enter a float in Ainsworth’s Centennial parade.
Counsel was requested by Utica Lodge No. 96 of Utica regarding accept-
ance of the Presbyterian church at a cost of $1.00, and to remodel it into a ground
floor lodge. The Chairman of the Temple Advisory Committee, Past Grand
Master Harold C. Wurdeman and I met with the Utica Brethren, inspected the
facility, and recommended acceptance and remodeling to make it into a very
nice Masonic Temple. Utica Lodge hopes to have remodeling completed to
celebrate their 100th year in 1983.
Permission granted Ashlar Lodge No. 33 to continue to sponsor the Robert
W. Boone Memorial Food Truck to the home at Plattsmouth.
| Permission granted to the Omaha Area Master and Wardens Club solicita-
} tion as an annual project to raise money to buy gifts for residents at the Platts-
mouth Home and the Masonic-Eastern Star Home at Fremont.

Permission granted Florence Lodge No. 281 to have a Christmas party and
inviting Non-masons and children of Non-masons.

Permission granted the Scottish Rite of Lincoln to communicate with the
subordinated lodges of Nebraska promoting sale of dinner and play tickets
to the play “The Traitor”, a story of Benedict Amold. The play was put on by
the Scottish Rite of Denver.

Permission granted Nebraska Lodge No. 1 A.-.F.-. & A."M.. to welcome
\ and receive the traveling degree team from Buechel Lodge No. 896 F... &
A.:.M... from Louisville, Kentucky, using a Kentucky candidate with the

’ Kentucky Master Mason’s degree ritual.
|
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Permission granted Executive Officer Walter Miller the use of the Grand
Lodge mailing list to solicit “DeMolay Uncle” requests to help finance and
promote DeMolay in Nebraska.

Permission granted Northern Light Lodge No. 41 at Stanton to hold an
outdoor meeting with the Degree Team from Mizpah Lodge No. 302 of Omaha
conferring the second section of the Master Masons Degree.

Permission granted the Square and Compass Club of Bellevue to install and
man a booth in the EXPO’ 83 event, offering pamphlets and information about
the Masonic fraternity.

PERMISSIONS TO MOVE CHARTERS

Most of the permissions to move charters were granted to lodges who
wanted to meet “on a high hill or ina low vale”, in an outdoor scene.This is en-
couraged because it is a special type of meeting and one that will be long
remembered.

Other permissions were granted because of emergencies. Wisner Lodge
No. 114 had their lodge interior gutted by fire. Nelson Lodge No. 77 had alodge
building wall collapse, had to abandon the building, complete degree work in
Superior Lodge before becoming established temporarily in a church.

One of the nicest requests to move a charter comes annually from the
Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6 at Plattsmouth, to move their charter to the Masonic
Home. Here the lodge meeting is held where our Masonic Brothers who
reside in the Home, can walk, be wheeled, or carried into the lodge room, to
again sit in lodge with the Brethren. Thoughtfulness is a part of Brotherhood.

DISPENSATIONS

Several dispensations were approved. For the most part bad weather at the
time of the January scheduled installations postponed some, lack of enough
officers to fill the chairs, or an unexpected move of an appointed or elected
officer, necessitating a new election, or the waiver of a time element for a
candidate moving out of the jurisdiction, especially for a military man.

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky was granted a special dispensation to
present their Master Mason’s degree work before Nebraska Lodge No. 1 in
Omabha, but using a Kentucky, not a Nebraska candidate.

CONSOLIDATIONS

During the 1982-83 Masonic year I visited with representatives of Oak Leaf
Lodge No. 312 of Lynch, chartered June 7, 1922, with a declining membership
of 22, and with Oman Lodge No. 261 of Spencer, with a membership of 47. The
two lodges are just 14 miles apart. Spencer has a new lodge building completed
in 1982. The Eastern Star of Lynch had already joined with the Eastern Star of
Spencer. It appeared that a consolidation of the Oak Leaf Lodge No. 312 with
Ornan Lodge No. 261 would be in the best interest of both lodges, and a con-
solidation was completed in 1983.

BY-LAW AMENDMENTS

During the year I approved 104 amendments for subordinate lodges. Most
of the amendments were for changes in dues, mostly because of the Grand
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Lodge change from $5.00 to $7.00, but many to increase local lodge dues to meet
increased operating expenses.

Many requested the local lodge dues for a specific amount, plus the Grand
Lodge dues. If at some future date there should be another change in Grand
Lodge dues it would then not be necessary to change the By-Laws of the
subordinate lodge. It should be remembered that $2.00 of the Grand Lodge
dues goes to support The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth.

REINSTATEMENTS

I have approved 49 applications for reinstatements this past year, none were
rejected. A committee of the subordinate lodge, then the Grand Lodge Commit-
tee on Applications for Reinstatement review each application before coming
to the Grand Master for his signature and seal. The new reinstatement form is
two pages instead of four, and does not include a financial statement of the
applicant. The subordinate lodge usually knows the applicant well, and should
be in a position to judge whether or not he is a suitable applicant for rein-
statement.

After a man has petitioned the lodge and been initiated as a Brother Mason,
I see nothing wrong with actively soliciting the reinstatement of a Brother not in
good standing. Situations may change, and I have seen instances of reinstate-
ments among Brethren who have retired or whose obligations for their time or
money have lessened. They may become good candidates for reinstatement.

TRIAL COMMISSIONS

Three trial commissions were appointed this year.

Scottsbluff Lodge No. 201 brought charges against a Master Mason, mem-
ber of a lodge in Louisiana but residing in Scottsbluff. He was tried and
given an indefinite suspension.

Fremont Lodge No. 15 brought charges against an Entered Apprentice
Mason. He was tried and expelled.

Florence Lodge No. 281 of Omaha brought charges against a Brother for
Unmasonic conduct. He was tried and expelled.

We are grateful to the Junior Wardens of these lodges and to the Brethren
who helped set up and sat on the Trial Commissions.

We should remember to “whisper good counsel in the ear of a Brother” and
possibly prevent the necessity of Trial Commissions.

NECROLOGY
During the past year one of our Past Grand Masters and 856 of our Brethren
passed to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns.
M.:.W.:.Brother Edward Knight of Alliance was born December 4, 1911 and
died March 3, 1983. He served as Grand Master in 1952, the youngest man to
serve as Grand Master in Nebraska. Alliance Lodge No. 183 conducted grave-
side Masonic services. The Grand Lodge was represented by Grand Master
Paul R. Pierce, and Past Grand Masters Frank J. Mattoon and T. Leo Stines.

STATE OF THE CRAFT
I could repeat last year’s statements that we are continuing to see a positive
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improvement in the State of the Craft; that more younger men are being brought
into Masonry and filling the chairs, and that more lodges are building more new
Temples with “ground floor - walk-in” facilities. The new Temples are planned
for more social life in their kitchen and dining room, more efficiency inheating,
cooling and lighting, and in general a nicer place to meet.

I appointed Past Grand Master Byron C. Jenkins Chairman of the Lodge
Advisory Committee, and asked him to survey our lodges that were not in
attendance at the Grand Lodge Communication, and may be in trouble from
lack of leadership, enthusiasm, finances, lodge facilities and membership. A
report on this will be found elsewhere.

I appointed a Special Committee headed by our Grand Junior Deacon Paul
R. Eveland to investigate the cause and possible solutions of the reason for
twenty per cent of our Entered Apprentices not advancing. He will make a
report elsewhere.

Our Education Committee has had a new booklet printed entitled
“Welcome to a Mason’s Lady.” A copy has been sent to every Secretary with a
recommendation that each lodge order copies for their Entered Apprentice
Masons, and elsewhere where it may benefit the Mason, his lady, or the lodge.

I asked Past Grand Master Herbert A. Ronin and our Grand Chaplain to
write a presentation for a 60 year membership pin. They have done this. We will
try it for a few years; then it should be put in printed booklet form like the 50
Year Presentation. Copies of this presentation are available through the Grand
Lodge office.

I appointed Donald L. Andrews of Fremont Lodge No. 15, Fremont, a
member of the Grand Lodge Office Committee. Brother Andrews is in charge
of computer data for the Northwestern Bell Company, and our hope is that his
expertise will be helpful in bringing our Grand Lodge Records on a continuing
and up to date computer processing program.

I asked Past Grand Master and Past Grand Secretary Norris W. Lallman to
bring the history of cornerstone laying up to date, and add it to the History of
Cornerstone Layings prepared by our former Grand Historian George W.
Rosenlof. The previous history was from 1857 to 1963. M. W.-. Brother Lallman
has completed this work. We hope, over a period of years, to collect photo-
graphs of all the Temples and a picture of each of the cornerstones.

All vouchers for expenditures by the Grand Lodge office have been sent to
me for approval and signature. Although this has entailed mailing instead of
being signed by an appointed Brother in the Grand Lodge office, the office
accountant tells me that the quick return of signed vouchers has caused no
problem.

After Wisner Lodge No. 114 suffered a fire loss of the interior of their lodge
I directed the Grand Secretary to call or correspond with all lodges in the state
that had other lodges consolidate with them to find furniture, working tools and
jewels. The response was tremendous. My compliments to all of you.

Our Grand Custodian Mannie O. Hansen has had to send me additional
Certificates for Lodge Proficiency. This is encouraging. I'm happy to sign them
as Grand Master and affix the Grand Master’s Seal.

The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth and the Masonic-Eastern Star
Home for Children at Fremont continue to serve the purposes for which they
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were intended. The daily maintenance, continuous improvement and plans
for the future occupy the minds of devoted and dedicated Masons and members
of the Eastern Star who sit on the two Boards. We have a right to be proud of
these two Homes, and are grateful to the good people who assist in the ongoing
needs of the elderly and the young.

We should all understand that in Freemasonry we are free men and have the
right to choose. Our labors within the lodge are almost 100 per cent voluntary.
It is good that we see the value in Masonry in building “ . . . that Temple not
made with hands”, and the effect and influence of Masonry on others as well.

I am enthused about Masonry in Nebraska. I believe we are in a period of
upswing. Continued growth will come about by enthusiastic leadership,
education and unselfish use of our time, our talents and our money. Masonry
and you can make a better world in which to live.

In several instances regarding 50 and 60 year pins, we find discrepancies in
records. Some Brethren have been carried on the lodge rolls although they had
not paid their dues for several years. Then the suspension record goes to the
Grand Secretary, who suspends the member effective the year end of receipt of
the record. Some secretaries wrongfully reinstate by collecting several years of
back dues and consider the member in good standing for that period of time.
The automatic suspension rule will help in the future.

Our most effective way of putting our Masonic image before the public and
receiving petitions, is by the use of Friendship Dinners. The number of younger
men, coming into Masonry because of these dinners, is amazing. The financing
of these dinners has been by the lodges themselves, plus gratuities from the
Shrine, the Scottish Rite and the York Rite. Right Worshipful Brother Charles
W. Amidon is in charge of this work and deserves credit for seeing that it
continues to function.

We are losing a good many of our older Brethren because of death. This
cannot be helped. We still have too many suspensions. These occur more
frequently in our larger urban lodges where the Brethren are not well known
to each other. The local lodge membership committee should work with the
secretary in keeping membership up and suspensions down.

Our Grand Custodian is working hard with his Deputy Grand Custodians,
and reports to me on the activity and the proficiency of the lodges under each
Deputy Grand Custodian. May I suggest to the lodges that you invite help from
them more often. Sometimes the Custodians may not want to project them-
selves onto a lodge without invitation.

DECISIONS

No. 1: A secretary of a lodge raises a question about the eligibility for a
Bronze Jordan Medal. In this instance, the oldest member in point of Masonic
membership, had demitted from his original lodge for a period of time, then
still keeping his membership in the lodge to which he had demitted, had re-
affiliated with his origingl lodge. He is the oldest Mason in terms of years but
not in the most years in his original lodge. The member claims right to the
Bronze Jordan Medal in his original lodge.

In the historical book, “Masonry in Nebraska, 1857 - 1957, page 62, there is
a record of a resolution adopted recommending the Bronze Jordan Medal . . .
be used as a decoration of the Master Mason who was a member of the lodge
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who has been longest a Mason . . . ” In the form for Presentation of the Bronze
Jordan medal, same source, page 63, “ . . . the records show that you are the
oldest Master Mason in point of service, in membership in
Lodge No. _____________". 1 believe the resolution takes precedence over
the presentation form. Also, there is no resolution showing the recipient must
have the most number of years in the lodge awarding the Medal. I believe the
original lodge should be defined as the lodge in which the Brother was raised,
and the lodge he demitted to as the parent lodge, even though he reaffiliated
with the original lodge. In this instance, under the existing resolution of June
1914, my decision is that the Brother is eligible for the Bronze Jordan Medal
from his original lodge, because he is the oldest Mason in years of service hold-
ing membership in Masonry. I am making recommendations elsewhere
clarifying eligibility for the Bronze Jordan Medal. It will be to the effect that
after June 10, 1983, the Mason entitled to the Bronze Jordan Medal shall be the
oldest Mason in terms of years of membership within the parent lodge which
awards the Medal with credit given, but not concurrent, for membership years
in other Nebraska lodges.

No. 2: A Brother belonging to a Nebraska Lodge now residing in another
state believed he was entitled to a 50 year pin. The lodge records showed a
period of years of suspension, although the Grand Lodge records showed no
suspension or reinstatement. A lodge receipt, however, showed payment for
one year's past dues, the current dues, and payment for assessment. The Grand
Secretary informs me that reinstatement applications because of the move of
the Grand Lodge offices from the fourth to the second floor appear to be
missing. After considerable and persistent correspondence my decision was
that the parent lodge records were adequate to determine that the Brother
had not had a consistent record of membership and was not entitled to the
50 year pin.

No. 3: A decision was requested about a funeral for a Brother Master Mason.
The question was could the Brother have a Blue Lodge Masonic Funeral
service followed by another service by the Scottish Rite in another place at the
time of internment? After consulting with the Sovereign Grand Inspector
General of the Scottish Rite I advised the inquirer that there would be no
Memorial service by the Scottish Rite to follow the Blue Lodge Masonic Service.
The Blue Lodge Service is complete and there should be no extension of it by the
Rose Croix Service.

No. 4: A lodge asked permission to create an Endowment Fund Board of
Trustees for the purpose of building and maintaining their lodge property.
Their plans appeared to be well planned and legally drawn. The decision was
to give them permission to proceed as long as their plans and usages did not
conflict with Chapters VI on Finance and Chapter VII on Property of the
Grand Lodge.

No. 5: A lodge asked help in making a decision to accept a church building
for $1.00 to be converted into a ground floor lodge. Chairman of the Temple
Building Committee M.:.W.:. Brother Harold C. Wurdeman inspected the
church building. We found that it had had a new basement just 15 years before,
new electrical wiring at the time, and new zoned furnaces. Recommendations
were suggested for the remodeling and permission given to accept the offer
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to buy the building for $1.00.

No. 6: Due to a misunderstanding a request was made for an opinion and a
ruling on receiving petitions for membership of three applicants who were
connected with work at Offutt Air Force Base. In my opinion the Grand Master’s
authority to grant dispensations to confer the degrees upon candidates without
reference to time applies to period of time between degrees, and not to the
residential requirement of one year of residence within the state of Nebraska.

No. 7: A non-resident Brother of a Nebraska lodge requested an “Absolute
Demit” but wanted to remain a member of Low Twelve. I explained that
membership may be terminated in four ways, namely by suspension, ex-
pulsion, demission or death. I explained that suspension by non-payment of
dues would leave a man a Mason but not in good standing, and usually negates
any or all Masonic connections. Request denied.

No. 8: A small lodge in a small town inherited a sizable bequest. They con-
sidered giving the money to the community for a civic building, then consoli-
dating with a neighboring lodge. I asked a Past Grand Master to explain to them
that such a gift was illegal according to our Grand Lodge law, and that if they
consolidated, the assets of their lodge would go to the lodge with whom they
consolidated. We are glad now to have a request for a feasbility study for anew
temple, and have suggested a conference with our Temple Building Committee
Chairman, which they have done.

No. 9: A resolution was submitted by five Master Masons from Fremont to
move the office of the Grand Lodge from Omaha to Fremont. Since there is
nothing in the Grand Lodge Constitution and By-Laws to the effect that the
office must be in Omaha, I ruled that there was no need to offer a resolution
to move it, and that it could be put before the Grand Lodge for their decision
by Recommendation of the Grand Master, or the Grand Lodge Office
Committee.

No. 10: A Nebraska County Centennial committee requested a Nebraska
lodge to provide a flag representative of Blue Lodge Masonry for outdoor
display. My reply was that although other Masonic Bodies might have banners
suitable for display, the Blue Lodge has only one, the flag of the United States
of America.

No. 11: A petition was received by a Nebraska lodge by a “delinquent”
member of the Nebraska lodge who now resides in a neighboring state. The
petition to reinstate was acted upon by the investigating committee, voted upon
in a regular meeting, by secret ballot, and failed to acquire a 2/3 affirmative
vote. The question from the Nebraska lodge was how long must the petitioner
wait before resubmitting his reinstatement petition. I suggested the lodge use
the same period of time as needed when a new petition is rejected, which is
6 months. See Sec. 2-908 under PETITIONS AND PETITIONERS, page 50.

No. 12. Upon request of Fairmont Lodge No. 48 to advance an Entered
Apprentice Mason from Composite Lodge No. 81, who received his degree
many years ago. My interpretation is that after three years the Composite
Lodge No. 81 no longer has jurisdiction.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
RECOMMENDATION NO. I:

Jordan Medals are referred to under CHAPTER VI FINANCE Sec. 2-616
and under CHAPTER VIIPROPERTY Sec. 2-709 OWNERSHIP OF JEWELS.
I recommend a clear cut statement of eligibility and entitlement for both the
Gold and the Bronze Jordan Medals under a new heading. I suggest that a new
chapter be added to our by-laws as follows:

CHAPTER XI
MASONIC BADGES AND AWARDS

Sec. 3-1101 — DISTINQUISHED SERVICE BADGES — All Master
Masons in good standing who have been such for periods of fifty, sixty and
seventy years, respectively, and who are members of subordinate lodges in
this jurisdiction, shall be entitled upon application, to receive from the Grand
Lodge a suitable badge or button, which badge or button shall be selected and
provided by the Grand Secretary and paid for out of the Grand Lodge funds.
Subordinate Lodges are encouraged and authorized to present a suitable
badge or button to Master Masons who are members in good standing of the
Subordinate Lodge, for a period of twenty-five years, at the expense of the
Subordinate Lodge presenting the same.

Sec. 3-1102 — THE GOLD JORDAN MEDAL — The Mason entitled to the
Gold Jordan Medal shall be a Master Mason in good standing residing in
Nebraska, with the longest period of membership in Nebraska lodges.

Sec. 3-1103 — THE BRONZE JORDAN MEDAL — The Mason entitled to
the Bronze Jordan Medal shall be a Master Mason in good standing, residing in
Nebraska, and his present parent lodge may be the only lodge authorized to
award the Medal, but the previous period of service in any other Nebraska
lodge or lodges shall be considered, although not concurrently, in determining
his eligibility.

Sec. 3-1104 — OWNERSHIP OF THE JORDAN MEDALS AND GRAND-
MASTER JEWELS — The Gold Jordan Medal and the Bronze Jordan Medals
shall be and remain the property of the Grand Lodge, and if left with the
recipients the Gold Jordan Medal shall be returned to the Grand Lodge, and
the Bronze Jordan Medal returned to the lodge awarding the Medal upon the
death of the recipient, or of his moving from the state. Effective 1981, the
Past Grand Master’s Jewels shall be and remain the property of the Grand
Lodge, and be returned to the Grand Lodge upon the death of the wearer. The
name of each wearer shall be perpetuated on the Past Grand Master’s Jewel.

Referring to Sec. 3-1101 — DISTINGUISHED SERVICE BADGES, Page
44: As Grand Master I have directed the Grand Secretary to honor requests from
lodges asking for 70 year badges. There were several this past year. I presented
one myself in a special ceremony in the Franklin Lodge followed by a dinner
at the hotel in Franklin.

Referring to Sections 3-1101; 3-1102; 3-1103 and 3-1104 as suggested in the
foregoing Recommendations under CHAPTER XI, MASONIC BADGES
AND AWARDS: I believe these sections allow deletion of all other references
to JORDAN MEDALS, see FINANCE Sec. 2-616 on page 44; Sec. 2-709
OWNERSHIP OF JEWELS, under PROPERTY on page 45; and under
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CHAPTER VI - FINANCE - Sec. 2-615 - DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
BADGES on page 44, referring to 50, 60 and 25 year buttons or badges.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 2
SUBJECT: SPECIAL PURPOSE LODGES

The Nebraska Society for Masonic Research, at my request, has drafted a
new Code Section that would permit the charter of special-purpose Lodges
such as research and funerals. The provision contemplates that charters would
be granted to special-purpose Lodges under the control of the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska.

The following RECOMMENDED CONSTITUTIONAL SECTION FOR
SPECIAL-PURPOSE LODGES “ARTICLES XII - FORMATION OF
SUBORDINATE LODGES, I believe has been carefully worked out, and I
recommend it be made a part, designated as Sec. 5.

Notwithstanding any other provision or provisions of the Constitu-
tions, Laws, and Edicts of this Grand Lodge, the Grand Master, in his
discretion, is hereby authorized to grant dispensations to special-purpose
Lodges to perform certain customary special-purpose functions related
to Masonry and for the benefit of the Craft, upon such terms and con-
ditions as may be detailed in any such dispensation. Such special-purpose
Lodge may, thereafter, present to the Grand Lodge their petition for a
charter as such special-purpose Lodge, requesting a name, and the
enumeration of its customary special-purpose functions, and also, the
enumeration of the provisions of the Constitution, Laws, and Edicts of
this Grand Lodge, if any, which customarily would not apply to such
special-purpose Lodge. If the Grand Lodge, in its discretion, approves
such petition, a charter shall be issued which shall specifically enumerate
all of the rights and duties of such Lodge, and which shall also specifically
enumerate such customarily inapplicable provisions of the Constitution,
Laws, and Edicts of this Grand Lodge, vis. said Lodge. As used in this
provision, any reference to ‘custom’ denotes only a reference to the
customs and usages of Regular Ancient Craft Masonry which have
heretofore developed under the Constitution, Laws, and Edicts thereof,
whether or not the same shall be codified or uncodified, and not other-
wise.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 3

An 18 page mimeographed paper, size 54 x 8%, to fitin a three hole notebook
the size of our Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, entitled
DIAGRAMS OF FLOOR WORK
for the
DEDICATION OF MASONIC TEMPLES
GRAND LODGE, AF & AM
OF NEBRASKA

has been carefully worked out by Past Grand Master Harold C. Wurdeman,
who also was Grand Marshal for several years. The diagrams showing the
legend of the officers, the furniture of the lodge, the sequence of timing and
paths taken by the officers and has been carefully diagrammed. There are
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explanations of steps taken, directions, and specific instructions for each
officer. The work has been carefully examined by past Grand Marshals, Past
Grand Masters, and used in the Dedication of a Masonic Temple this year. As
Grand Master I approved the work on October 8, 1982 and directed its distri-
bution to the Grand Lodge Officers:

MY RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend the adoption of the DIAGRAMS OF FLOOR WORK for the
DEDICATION OF MASONIC TEMPLES as prepared by Most Worshipful
Brother Harold C. Wurdeman and that it be used as a part of the Monitor &
Ceremonies of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

RECOMMENDATION NO. 4

The Trustees of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children at Fremont
have received a substantial bequest to the Home, the money to be used for the
construction of buildings. The Grand York Rite bodies and the Grand Chapter
of the Eastern Star were looking for different office facilities because of the
traffic problems in downtown Omabha, the difficulty in parking near the offices
in the old Masonic Temple building, the high rent, and because of the un-
fortunate beating of the Grand Recorder of the York Rite after leaving his
office. These reasons are not to degrade Omaha because such conditions
could exist in many large cities.

The Trustees of the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children offered
temporary office space to the two bodies while it constructed a new executive
office building for the York Rite and the Eastern Star. The temporary office
space was accepted and both bodies have stated that their office traffic has
increased many times since the move from downtown Omaha. A new office
building, with the basic contract of $184,000 is nearly complete, and will be
occupied soon by the Grand York Rite and the Grand Chapter of the Eastern
Star with open house scheduled for July 17, 1983. The rental terms are $300
plus utilities for each unit. The York Rite and the Eastern Star are elated with
the facilities, the location and the rental terms.

A similar offer has been extended to me as Grand Master, to build an
executive office building for the Grand Lodge A.:.F.:. & A.-.M.:. The cost of
the building, up to $200,000 to be paid for by the Home.

The location of the building on the Fremont campus, the dimensions of the
proposed building, the interior and exterior design to be subject to negotiation
between the Home and the Lodge. The proposed rental is to be $600 a month
plus utilities. The proposed lease is for a minimum of 10 years with renewable
options to be agreed upon by the two parties. Title to the real estate and all
improvements and fixtures attached thereto shall remain in The Masonic-
Eastern Star Home for Children.

Should an affirmative decision be forthcoming to the invitation, if desired,
temporary office space will be made available for Grand Lodge occupancy
during the period of construction of the new office building. The offer to the
Grand Lodge is an offer to negotiate, and not an offer in a contractual sense.
Finalizing will require considerable negotiation between the two parties;
however, and I quote, “I assure you that the Home will, to the best of its
abilities, abide by the basic proposal set forth herein.”
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The building now occupied by the Grand Lodge office presently, has been
sold and the Masonic Temple sign removed. The Grand Lodge had no owner-
ship rights in the building. The present rent, on a month to month basis, is
$1,375 plus electricity of $100 plus a month. Consideration of another downtown
Omaha location at less rent would only continue the traffic and parking
problem.

Completion of a new office building for the Grand Lodge could take 18 to
24 months. In the meantime the Grand Lodge Office Committee could put
into effect its already contemplated condensing of the many office records in
computer form to take up less filing and floor space, and to duplicate the
records for safe keeping.

The Chairman of our Temple Advisory Committee, Past Grand Master
Harold C. Wurdeman, an architect by profession, has investigated the present
space used for the Grand Lodge office, considered the amount of money
available through the Home to build a new office facility, and has concluded
that a very adequate office facility could be built for the Grand Lodge within
the $200,000 figure.

MY RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend the Grand Lodge A.:.F... & A.-.M.:. of Nebraska at its 126th
Annual Communication, vote on whether or not to accept the offer of The
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children to build a new Executive Office
building on the Fremont campus, at the expense of the Home estimated to be
$200,000, with a ten year lease and rental terms of $600 a month plus utilties, and
if the vote is in favor, that the Grand Lodge start immediate negotiations with
the Home to bring the new office facilities to fruition.

APPRECIATION

The word “Thank You” is just not big enough to say how much I have
appreciated the help, the good fellowship, the working together for the good
of Masonry in Nebraska.

When I was down on my back with neurosurgery the cards, the letters,
flowers and other means of good wishes came in by the hundreds. The most
effective card was perhaps “You Can Make It.” To my good wife Helen, the
Past Grand Masters, the Grand Officers, the office help, the Grand and Deputy
Grand Custodians, the Committee members, the Worshipful Masters, Secre-
taries, and all the Brethren, I do again say Thank You.

To the Grand Lodge who gave me, by your vote, the opportunity to serve as
Grand Master, it will probably be the best year of my life because it meant
working with you. I hope I have merited your appreval.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Paul R. Pierce
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

To the Most Worshipful, The Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska. I herewith submit my report as your Grand Secretary.

REGRETS

Before I begin my report, I hereby tender my regrets to M.-.W.-. Harold C.
Wurdeman for the inadvertent omission of the following from the 1982 pro-
ceedings.

Permission was given to move the Charter of Lebanon Lodge No. 323,

to Holiday Inn in Kearney during the time of the 125th Annual Com-

munication.

A trial commission was appointed with R.-.W.-. Bevin B. Bump, President.

The following should be added to the enumeration of visitations:

May 1, 1982  Guest night dinner, Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, Central City.
Presented one fifty year and three sixty year pins.

May 3, 1982  Visited Andres Chapter No. 41, O.E.S. in Grand Island

May 7, 1982  Attended Scottish Rite Workshop, Omaha.

May 11,1982 Visited Grand Chapter, O.E.S., Lincoln

May 17, 1982 Attended the Annual Communication and Centennial Cele-
bration of the Grand Lodge of Arizona, F.:. & A.-.M.'. in
Tucson.

May 29, 1982 Attended dinner at Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, North Platte,
and presented 65 year pins.

RETURNS

My appreciation to all Secretaries for their fine cooperation. In every case I
find willingness to conform to the laws, rules and regulations of the Grand
Lodge.

CONSOLIDATIONS

One consolidation just completed. Oak Leaf Lodge No. 312, Lynch, with
Oman Lodge No.261, Spencer. The Seal and Charter of Oak Leaf Lodge No.
312 have been returned to my office.

HONOR PINS
One hundred forty-seven 50-year pins, and three hundred forty 60-year
pins, and nine 70 year pins have been issued this past year, with many shipped to
other Jurisdictions for presentation. We find all other Jurisdictions willing to
assist your Grand Lodge.

GOLD JORDAN MEDAL

Wilmer R. Blackett, Nebraska Lodge No. 1, at age 102, is still up and around
at the Florence Home in Omaha. Our fondest good wishes to Brother Blackett.
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GRAND SECRETARIES CONFERENCE

Along with our Deputy Grand Master, Bevin B. Bump, I attended the
Conference of Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries in Dallas, Texas, February
20-23, 1983. I find this Conference to be invaluable to the Grand Secretary as
well as cementing fraternal relations with other Grand Secretaries with whom
we correspond frequently.

486

SECRETARIES CONFERENCES

This past year I have instituted meetings with our Lodge Secretaries in
groups throughout the state.

We find these meetings very fruitful and have had many affirmative
comments to continue. In these meetings we sit around a table with a coffee pot
and discuss our common problems.

CHARTERED LODGES

The following lodges failed to be represented at two consecutive Annual
Communications and have been cited to appear before the Committee on
Charters and Dispensations to show cause why their charters should not be
forfeited.

Ponca Lodge No. 101, Ponca
Parian Lodge No. 207, Callaway
Camp Clarke Lodge No. 285, Bridgeport

APPRECIATION

My heartfelt thanks to Thelma McNeal, Vincent Keerbs, Ann LaBreck and
our Grand Custodian, Mannie O. Hansen, for their fine work and dedication
to the affairs of the Grand Lodge office.

FINANCIAL REPORT

General Fund Receipts
Per Capita @ $5.00 permember .........coovvviiieiinnennn. $156,865.00
Initiations @ $10.00 each .......ciieiiiiiiieniinnnnneeeeenns 5,820.00
BONdIBLeImilms) 5. . free o s o oe &o'e oo sie T Horelols,oltorerolehotis « o) otey oot ke 1,002.33
Liability Insurance Premiums .......covevieerrnnerernneeennnnnns 2,508.30
Salelof Supplies ... % o L3558, 5.5 e Vst sl e P A 8,037.60
George Washington Masonic National Memorial @ $5.00 .......... 2,300.00
@ustodianiFeesk. s . ... %30, o Ay, . s 720.00
DispensationiFees ... . Ao o S N e e iR P 70.00
Miscellaneous INCOME . .ot vt vuveiinenerennnrrnnneeennnennannnns 825.00
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Disbursements
Liability Insurance & Bond Premiums .........ccovvviiuiiiiae... 2,768.00
George Washington Masonic National Memorial .................. 2,185.00
S 2 A GG b stst S5 06 o o tits oo G0 0 GOHIR 6.6 00b0 bogD A b HC o 9,621.22
Masonic-OES Home for Children ..........c.cciiiiiieiiiiiinnens mmmmmemees
1982-1983 General Budget .........cooiiiiiiiieneiierennnanas 171,475.04
The Nebraska Masonic Home @ $2.00 ........cccoveenenernoes 62,746.00
Total $248,795.26
RETURNS

Number of Chartered Lodges lastyear................ccovueen 231
Number of Lodges Chartered thisyear ..............c.cv0evons 0
Lodges Consolidated .. ......cvvverevnenenrunnns 5 ol 1
Number of Chartered Lodges .........cviveiieernaneannns 230

INUTHBETIINItia ter e e s o pabe ISR s R, ol e 582

NUMbERPASSEAl Fprs i o e e T b S LN AN A a2 484
NumberRaiseds. St e St i SNBSS e 461
AFilia ti OIS e e S S S L B L T e T R 111
Dual Membership by Affiliation . .. ............ ..ot i 41
ResInstatedir - frmer SR sees. ... ST e DR b - ool st e o 186
Consolidatedas St f. CF e SERETY - (T el o d R Rty cRels olle e Te sexe! Sdo > 53
(O] 1o CRURET o¥ra0 i Al i O o DRt BITTARRE', 5 5.8 300 0o B Danbir 23
Total Increase 875
INREl 05 ] DS il [ Sod b 0aaa 0 o AB0 0 088000 0 0 odc 6 76 BB 0 SHE RS dac Bao 6 aBaT 174
IDGEAINS. s §0 666 IBBEG 6 6.8 64 6. 0 060 FEAThAA 0 0 BEIBTGGHRBE S 00RO UDB C0A06 856
Singezne 2l INIFD) 5506866000050 50080060 0606000000500 0860000 00860060 580
[T ST 5o 0o o Bobadb80 50 0.6 dob T G080 doa 0 aspd o UINEE MABHs - Satia0 o d 0
Other Causes Including Consolidations ........coevvvviiiiiinnenens 45
Total Loss 1,655
Net Loss for year ending December 31, 1982............cc0ovvnaa... 780
Number of Master Masons on Rolls December 31, 1981 ............ 31,401
Number of Master Masons on Rolls December 31, 1982 ............ 30,621

Fraternally Submitted

el

Ralph W. Gerry
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GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

JUNE, 1983
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