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Masonic History of the
125th Grand Master

James N. DeMoss

Ancient Craft Masonry Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on June 9,
1964; passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on September 15, 1964; and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on October 17, 1964, all in
Centennial Lodge No. 326, Omaha, Nebraska. Served as Master of Bellevue
Lodge No. 325, Bellevue, Nebraska, in 1986.

Grand Lodge Appointed Grand Chaplain in June, 1980 by M.". W.:. Byron C.
Jenkins. Appointed Grand Orator in June 1981 by M.-. W .. Harold C. Wurde-
man, in June 1982 by M... W... Paul R. Pierce, in June 1983 by M.. W.. Bevin
B. Bump, and in June 1984 by M.. W... Robert A. Metcalf. Appointed Grand
Junior Deacon in December 1986 by M.-. W .. Charles W. Amidon. Appointed
Grand Senior Deacon in December 1986 by M... W.". Wayne G. Luenenborg.
Elected and installed as Grand Junior Warden under M.~ W.-. Paul R. Eveland
in February 1988. Elected and installed as Grand Senior Warden under M.. W .-,
Thomas W. Tye in February 1989. Elected and installed as Deputy Grand Master
and Grand Master-elect in February 1990 under M.. W.-. John M. McHenry.
Installed as the 125th Grand Master of Masons on February 10, 1991. In 1976
was appointed and served as a member of the Grand Lodge Youth Committee
under M., W .». T. Leo Stines. Since that time has also served as a member and/or
chairman of the following Grand Lodge Committees: Fraternal Dead, Statue of
Liberty Centennial, Finance, and Grand Lodge Offices. Was appointed Grand
Representative of the Grand Lodge of Nevada, F..& A..M.". near the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska in 1980. Commission as Grand Representative of Nevada
ncar Nebraska was resigned in April 1991 in favor of another individual. In
January 1991 was commissioned as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge
of Hawaii, F.. & A.".M."., near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska. In February 1990
at Salt Lake City, Utah, was elected Chairman of the Conference Committee of
the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in North America, to serve in that
capacity through the close of the Conference to be held in San Diego, California,
on February 17-19, 1991.

Capitular Masonry Made a Royal Arch Mason in Florence Chapter No. 61, at
Omaha, Nebraska, on February 29, 1980.

Cryptic Masonry Made a Royal and Select Master in Omaha Council No. 1,
at Omaha, Nebraska, on March 8, 1980.

Chivalric Masonry Dubbed a Knight Templar in Mt. Calvary Commandery
No. 1, at Omaha, Nebraska, on March 15, 1980.
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Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Received the 4th through the 32nd
Degrees in the Valley of Omaha, Orient of Nebraska, on April 25-28, 1966.
Elected as Class Orator on April 28, 1966. Served as Wise Master, Omaha
Chapter of Knights Rose Croix in 1977. Elected a Knight Commander of the
Court of Honor on December 7, 1973. Coroneted a 33° Inspector General
Honorary on December 9, 1977.

Shrine Member since 1985 of Tangier Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Omaha, Nebraska.

Order of Eastern Star Member of Alpha Chapter No. 325 in Bellevue,
Nebraska, since 1968. Served as Worthy Patron in 1973. Served as Worthy
Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska in 1977-1978. Elected and
served as a member and/or chairman of the Grand Trustees of Nebraska Grand
Chapter from 1978 through 1988. Presently serving the Grand Trustees as
Investment Manager.

International Order of Job’s Daughters Served as Associate Bethel Guardian
of Bethel No. 68 in Bellevue, Nebraska, from June 1972 through June 197S5.
Served as Associate Grand Guardian of the Grand Guardian Council of Ne-
braska, June 1975 - June 1976. Past member and chairman of the Grand
Guardian Council Finance Committee.

Order of Rainbow for Girls Past Rainbow Dad of Athena Assembly No. 24
in Bellevue, Nebraska. Past member and Chairman of the Nebraska Rainbow
Advisory Committee on Finance, June 1978 - May 1980. Holder of the Grand
Cross of Colors.

Order of DeMolay Past member of the Advisory Board of Robert A. Chandler
Chapter in Bellevue, Nebraska. Served as State Membership Director of the
Nebraska Chapter of DeMolay, April 1979 - May 1980.

Other Masonic Bodies Served as a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth from 1978 until 1987. Re-elected as a
member of the Home Board of Trustees in January 1992. Presently serving, and
has since 1984, as Investment Manager for the Masonic-Eastern Star Home for
Children in Fremont, Nebraska. Member of Chapter No. 19, National Sojourn-
ers, Inc., Omaha, Nebraska. Member of Joseph Warren Camp, Heroes of 76,
Omaha, Nebraska. Member of Court No. 19, Royal Order of Jesters, Omaha,
Nebraska.

Honorary Memberships Numerous Honorary Memberships in various Ma-
sonic and Masonic-related bodies in Nebraska and other Grand Jurisdictions.

Military Service Retired from the United States Air Force on August 1, 1971,
as a Chief Master Sergeant, after period of service of 21 years.
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Masonic History of the
126th Grand Master

James L. Eatmon

Ancient Craft Masonry Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on July 7,
1961; passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on September 8, 1961; and
raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on December 18, 1961, all in
Kimball Lodge No. 294, Kimball, Nebraska. Served as Master of Kimball
Lodge No. 294, Kimball, Nebraska, in 1967. Certified for past six years as a
Proficient Mason.

Grand Lodge Appointed Grand Tyler in June, 1983 by M. W.'. Bevin B.
Bump. Appointed Grand Marshal in June, 1984 by M... W .. Robert A. Metcalf.
Appointed Grand Marshal in October, 1985 by M.-.W... Charles W. Amidon.
Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in December, 1986 by M. W.:. Wayne G.
Luenenborg. Appointed Grand Senior Deacon in February, 1988 by M.. W .-,
PaulR. Eveland. Elected and installed as Grand Junior Warden under M.". W ..
Thomas W. Tye in February, 1989. Elected and installed as Grand Senior
Warden under M.".W... John M. McHenry in February, 1990. Elected and
installed as Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master-elect in February, 1991
under M.".W... James N. DeMoss. Installed as the 126th Grand Master of
Masons on February 8, 1992.

Served on Grand Lodge Office Committee, both as member and chairman;
Special Committees; Preparation of the Cipher, Modem Proficiency, Revised
Monitor and the Revised Manual of Ceremonies

York Rite Masonry — A member of Oregon Trail, Chapter No. 65; Temple

Council No. 20; and Bethiehem Commandery No. 18, all in Scottsbluff, Ne-
braska.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Received the 4th through the 32nd
Degrees in the Valley of Alliance, Orient of Nebraska, on April 2-5, 1963.
Served as Wise Master, Alliance Chapter of Knights Rose Croix in 1978 and
1979. Venerable Master of Kadosh in 1984 and 1985. Elected a Knight
Commander of the Court of Honor on December 8, 1967. Coroneted a 33°
Inspector General Honorary on December 6, 1975.

Shrine Member since 1963 of Tehama Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Hastings, Nebraska.

Order of Eastern Star Member of Truth Chapter No. 262 in Kimball,
Nebraska.
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International Order of Job’s Daughters Served as Associate Bethel Guardian
of Bethel No. 12 in Kimball, Nebraska.

Other Masonic Bodies Serves as Director of the Scottish Rite Foundation of
Nebraska. Member of the Board of Trustees for the Omaha Home for Boys,
Member of the Omaha Chapter No. 19, National Sojourners, Inc., Omaha,
Nebraska .

Military Service Served in the United States Marine Corp from April 6, 1945
to May 10, 1947, as Corporal.




James L. Eatmon

Grand Master-Elect of Masons of Nebraska
1992-1993
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February 1992 135th Annual Communication Proceedings

1992 Proceedings
of the
Grand Lodge
of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Thirty-Fifth
Annual Communication

Held in Omaha, Nebraska
February 7th & 8th, 1992

Most Worshipful James N. DeMoss
Grand Master

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 7, 1992

Preceding the formal opening of the Annual Communication, the Grand Lodge
of Masons of Nebraska held public opening ceremonies at the Holiday Inn
Central, Omaha, Nebraska, 9:30 a.m. Friday, February 7th, 1992.

R...W... James L. “Sonny” Eatmon presided.
Following the Presentation of the Colors by the Knights of Columbus, the

M.:. W ... Grand Master, James N. DeMoss, and his Lady, Carole, were presented
and given Grand Honors.

First of the dignitaries to be presented to the Grand Master and honored by the
masons assembled were the Past Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Ne-
braska.

PRESENTATION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS OF NEBRASKA
M..W., BrotherHarry A.Spencer . . .. ..........c0.0.. 1964
M..W.. Brother Louis V. Sylvester . .................. 1965
M. . W, BrotherFrank J.Mattoon . ............c0000.. 1973




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Omaha

MEAWSSBrotheRHaroldiHultmanie S S S e el o s 1975
M..W.. Brother Warren D. Lichty, Jr. . . ................ 1979
MEAWASBrotheRBEVInIBSBUMPE- RS il Se o, o oles o heeos 1983
M. W.. Brother Robert A.Metcalf ................. 1984 - 85
MW Brother@Charles\WPAmidonS S S SRS, 8. 0 i oL . 1986
M. . W.. Brother Wayne G.Luenenborg . ................ 1987
MEAWESBrothergiNomasAWaye s SPGB 1 ot shliehe ore o 1989
M. W.: BrotherJohnM.McHenry ................... 1990

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS

W 5 JRebert IE5Bartholich 28 S s e = . Grand Junior Deacon of Colorado
IMEAW S TOm g g1 eSTOME S i il e e s Tor e swe Telet s gt 0 Grand Master of Jowa
MEAWE i BowellEWagonerii s S SUFI ) o 08 0 il s Past Grand Master of lowa
RS W.."James Davidsons ©I5 Jo w150 el Senior Grand Warden of Idaho
M 2Wir. (ConradiFTohnSonmEgy” 48 | S 7oy T ofs 00 Taa Grand Master of Kansas
WARMOTTISHIE . FISHeT o ae e o= s e oo e oo et 8 Grand Senior Deacon of Kansas
IMIEAW. s William{Skrepnek? . T S .8 Spt Sdins o Grand Master of Michigan
\78 A G T NG 8 gitio o oo SRR IRt s " Grand Tyler of Michigan
M W.erChardesiBaltosh S . . L Lhar L L L G R Grand Master of Minnesota
M. .W.. Frederick Nolan . .. ....... Grand Master of Prince Hall in Nebraska
R.. WeSClarence)Ef Shead® 7= .« "1 (o o [ WEART Junior Grand Warden of Nevada
M. W. WilliamG.Roberts . ............. Past Grand Master of Nevada
M..W.. Thomas R. Dougherty . .. ........ Past Grand Master of New Jersey

Director of Hospital Visitations for the
Masonic Service Association of the United States.

Mi& Wi Geraldohnsongier oL ot oo ™, e ey Grand Master of South Dakota
M. W.: RaymondHorn . .. ........... Grand Secretary of South Dakota
M:W. RobetMorrow . . ........... Past Grand Master of South Dakota
MW SEred Bi7ATlengSSssmist Bt . o5, Aol uain | 8 2 Past Grand Master of Texas
R:.W. Douglas F. Krimmer . ............. Grand Secretary of Wisconsin
R W.. RichardR.Cooper . . .......... Deputy Grand Master of Wyoming
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE APPENDANT BODIES
of the GRAND LODGE of NEBRASKA

Mrs$BonniciBrasclE iiERatati s o . SN AR Worthy Grand Matron
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES

BrotherJamesIENBTown S Jreil. o 5 et s oh: Worthy Grand Patron
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES

Mrs. Shirley Frink . . . ... ... Grand Secretary, Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES
IMissikamberleelBfiste gt S e e Grand Worthy Advisor
International Order of Rainbow for Girls

Mrs. BettieCurtis . . . .. ......... Chairman of the Grand Executive Board
International Order of Rainbow for Girls

MissAnneMorrow . . .. ... ... 0., Grand Bethel Honored Queen

International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska
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Miss ChristinaHarrison . . . ... .......... Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughters
Mrs.SusanAmndt . . ... .. ... Grand Guardian of the Grand Guardian Council
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska
Brother Rodney Reeder . . Associate Grand Guardian of the Grand Guardian Council
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska

Brother David Smith . . . . . State Master Councilor of the Nebraska State Chapter
International Order of DeMolay

M. 1. DonR.Monnette . ........ Deputy General Grand Master of the North
Central Region Cryptic Masons International
M. E.: VironE. Baxter . . . ........... Grand High Priest Grand Chapter of

Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
M1 Bert C. Keith . . Grand lllustrious Master, Grand Council of Cryptic Masons

REAESIaydEIRSpecka™ | e T i T R Grand Secretary - Recorder,
York Rite Bodies of Nebraska
ILL.. Warren D. Lichty, Jr. . ... .... Sovereign Grand Inspector General for the

Orient of Nebraska, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite,

Southern Jurisdiction and Grand Commander of

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Nebraska

IMP.. Sir John D. VerMaas . . . . . Imperial Oriental Guide of the Imperial Council
of the Ancient Arabic Order of the

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine for North America

ILL. SirRollieJohnson . ............... Potentate of Sesostris Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
RS RTohnIBON e i RSN S N S S Potentate of Tangier Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
ILL.. SirWendell Wertz . ................ Potentate of Tehama Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
Brother John M. McHenry . . . . Executive Officer of Nebraska, Order of DeMolay
Brother Gerald D. Verbeek . . . ... ... ........ Regional Representative of

National Sojourners for Nebraska and Iowa

V.. W.. Michael E. Jones, Grand Chaplain, invoked the blessing of Deity,
which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENTATION of NEBRASKA DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS
W.. Gus Scolaro Grand Custodian presented the Deputy Grand Custodians:

LloydiINEdwards, . . &t . o am@iiias oo gty i s s e Ashland
ATIHURSADYE == T s s . SR S s J Hastings
John| G SieTksy s s o 1 T, Y Brownville
DRWaynelEficksonfimsg, - 1kr i ST 1 ahi y S 10N Holdrege
RalphiESMeNultysty. 881 - Sirg st ol gt B Pl G Cozad
EupgenelCRSibley St SRl . L e S Lincoin
LeslietASEvertf ="~ (=g I tiissast S 1 S S Gordon
SteventKTonest . e . L T Mitchell
ElOoydIERVItiskal <556, by aShl ot fes 12 Pl tewl, 4 <3N Table Rock
Harold)WANObIeR. S TH s EREE. - e 8 sHify e Bellevue
ROy IYSmith s, = .0 S8l [E1 e esciiS ia Plattsmouth
DanicPEXSpearowa s s s wrilS e Beatrice




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Omaha

PeRoyl@ryeRtyr e . S . e ST AT Omaha
ROnaldIDRGrasst: 1. Al i S s N . v e Tekamah
Scottplknicoerih St F sl 7 g L iRl L T Hastings
Heber@MS@hambersh ™ Sostatic a Ay o o e s e o e s Omaha
JamesENCornishei s 1§ TR sl .o % . . Tekamah

Deputy Grand Custodian Emeriti

Manny\@3Hansen,=. . o nr SEE R L0 AL T L L Omaha
EverettKenDappen . ................... Scottsbluff

John C. Sierks was recognized for 25 consecutive years of proficiency, Jim
Cornish for 35 years, Kaye Ramsey received his 10 year pin, and Kenneth
Fleming his 20 year Certificate of Merit.

¢

Following the presentation of the Deputy Grand Custodians, M... W.". Grand
Master DeMoss received the official greetings of the Order of the Eastern Star
from Worthy Grand Matron Bonnie Brasel and Worthy Grand Patron Brother
Jim Brown. Following her remarks the Worthy Grand Matron presented a check
to Brother Arthur R. Sharp, Executive Director of the Nebraska Masonic Home.
The check represented the proceeds of the ‘Fall In-Gathering’ from Eastern Star
Chapters throughout the state.

Greetings were also received from Miss Kimberlee Pfister, Grand Worthy
Advisor of the Grand Assembly of the Order of Rainbow Girls of Nebraska;
Miss Anne Morrow, Grand Bethel Honored Queen of the International Order of
Job’s Daughters in Nebraska; and from Brother David Smith, State Master
Councilor of the Nebraska State Chapter, Intemational Order of DeMolay.

M.. W.. Grand Master DeMoss expressed his gratitude and appreciation for
the musical expressions provided during the presentation of guests by Ruby
House on the organ. He also directed the attention of the Grand Lodge delegates
and guests to the list of Emick, Grand Lodge Youth Committee and Houghton
Scholarships printed in the program, indicating Masonic funds well invested in
these young scholars.

GRAND MASTER’S HUMANITARIAN AWARD

M..W.. Grand Master DeMoss made the following remarks as he presented
the 1991 Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award recipients:

“The next two individuals that are going to speak to you are very
special people. They are the two recipients of our Grand Master s
Humanitarian Award within the state of Nebraska this year. Again,
if you will look in the program, you will find that we have some
stringent criteria that we have established for recognition of these
individuals. First of all, we will not award this to more than two
individuals in any calendar year. The individual that is entitled to
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receive this award, and there are many, ... must be a Master Mason
and have been such for at least 30 years. He must have been active
in at least three of the five following community activities: he could
have held a political office such as mayar, city council member,
county board member, NRD member, school board member, some
other political office, whatever might be available where he resides;
he could have been active in his church, either as an elder, a
vestryman, deacon, lay leader, lay reader, whatever his particular
denomination permits; he could have been denoted as a civic leader
because of his involvement on boards of directors for local hospi-
tals, nursing homes, financial institutions, foundations; he could
have been a volunteer for such charitable organizations as the Y,
United Way, Scouting, similar organizations to that. He could have
been involved in such service organizations as Lions, Sertoma,
Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimists, and so forth. But lastly, he must have
been active in the Masonic fraternity. In other words, these are the
Masons that make the difference within their community. These
awards are presented to them in their local community, and the
entire community is invited to be present, particularly these organi-
zations with which they have been involved.”

The Grand Master then presented W .. Lloyd 1. Edwards of Pomegranate Lodge
No. 110 and W.:. Wayne H. Hardy of Custer Lodge No. 148, recipients of the
Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award. Brother Hardy closed his remarks with a
poem whose central line was repeated throughout each stanza: “I’m glad 1
touched shoulders with you.”

ROCK MAUL AWARD

M... W ... Grand Master DeMoss described the Rock Maul Award as one that is
presented to one lodge each year by the Grand Master. The lodge selected should
represent the best all around lodge in the jurisdiction of Nebraska. The Rock
Maul is a sixteen pound rock maul that has been used in a rock quarry for its
intended purpose. It was inscribed and presented to the Grand Lodge in the year
of M.©.W.-. Byron C. Jenkins, and has been awarded once a year since then to
that lodge determined to have been the recipient by the selection process. The
recipient of the Award is unknown until this announcement at Grand Lodge each
year. The Grand Master presented the Rock Maul Award for 1991 to Fremont
Lodge No. 15.

GOLD PAN AWARD

M. W.. Grand Master DeMoss displayed the Gold Pan Award, which is, in
fact, a pan that was used to pan for gold. It was presented to the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska by the Grand Lodge of Alaska. It is a beautiful trophy presented
each year to that lodge which has shown, in the determination of the selection
committee, the greatest overall improvement, or the most significant contribu-
tion to Masonry in Nebraska. The Grand Master presented the Gold Pan Award
for 1991 to Frank Welch Lodge No. 75.
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Grand Lodge of Nebraska Omaha

THE GRAND ORATION
W .. Virgil Tubach, 54

Most Worshipful Grand Master. Good morning, everyone. It is indeed a pleasure
for me to be allowed to address this assembly of fraters so early in the
proceedings of this 135th Grand Lodge Session. My purpose this morning will
be to tickle your thought processes, so that during the next day and one half you
will be thinking about Masonry in the State of Nebraska, rather than Masonry
in your own community. For as each subordinate lodge is affected by the
economic climate, societal behavior and the shift of population, so also is your
Grand Lodge affected. It’s the old “ripple effect”. And I trust that the stones of
deliberation dropped in the pond of thought will not cause ripples to overflow
the bank of truth, equality and brotherhood.

I have been told that orations need a beginning, a middle and an end. The
beginning will be thoughts on where we were several years ago. The middle will
be of things as they seem to be now. And the end will be about seventeen minutes
away, and will be as I see them possibly happening. I would like to stress at this
time, that I have been most fortunate again this year in never having been told
by any member of the Grand Lodge at any time what any of the contents of any
of my orations should be, and they no doubt will be as surprised as you on some
of my thoughts and comments, but I hope that when I am finished, I will still be
allowed the privilege of being called a brother.

The late 1900’s and early to mid-1950’s was a period of growth in the fraternity.
We were at the end of the Second World War. The Korean War had not yet started,
and the colonies seemed to still be in a strong upswing that began around 1938.
People were busy living their lives, having families, buying houses, joining
organizations. Yes, life was indeed good. The Masonic fraternity enjoyed the
benefit of young men in their late twenties and early thirties, who felt that they
needed to belong to a solid, respected, well established organization. And why
not? Fathers, uncles, fathers-in-law, supervisors at work, the president of the
company who was their employer, or the chief executive officer of the corpora-
tion for which they worked, all were members of the Masonic fratemity. For
them, it was a natural thing to do: join the Masonic fratemity; become arespected
adult in their community. Commerce was being driven by the need to restock
the necessities that the American family perceived it required after years of doing
without while sustaining the war effort. Young people returning from fighting
in the war were all familiar with new devices, new innovations, new ways to do
things, and a knowledge of what was “over the mountain.” They had gone from
just being a member of their local community to being a member of a generation
of world travelers.

Our fratemity did all right. We had our monthly business meetings every month
except for maybe the one or two summer months when we went dark. We did
Entered Apprentice degrees one week, Fellow Craft degrees another week, and
Master Mason degrees the remaining week of the month.

‘We had our posting teams for each degree, and they met with the brothers several
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times a week to teach them the work. As I recall, each posting session lasted
about one and one half hours. Something like thirty minutes of repeated
recitation, a thirty minute break when the poster would talk, or more likely
ramble about his ideas and understanding of what we were then trying to commit
to memory, and then a last thirty minute time frame with once again repeated
recitation. I remember always trying to get the middle thirty minute session
extended. Masonry was a very personal thing with those of us going through the
degree together, and our poster.

The lodge had the usual observances and family evenings. There was St. John’s
Day, Memorial Day to recognize those who had died and were no longer with
us — and their widows were especially remembered with introductions and, if
needed, were given a ride to the lodge. The summertime picnic with watermelon
and ice cream in the park, or if it rained, at the lodge. Past Masters’ Day,
sometimes in the spring, and sometimes in the fall depending upon the Master’s
calendar, but always done each year, it was the time when we younger members
got to see it done “correctly” by our peers. Usually there was a Bingo night for
Halloween with boxes of cookies and crackers, billfolds, clutch purses, small
boxes of chocolate...everything under the sun and under $5 in value as prizes
for the winners. The children were the biggest winners in the month of Decem-
ber, with the lodge’s Christmas party. We Masons would stay after lodge, and
after refreshments on that lodge night just preceding the weekend of the
Christmas party, sacking the goodies. Ah, yes, it became a tradition that each
sack had to contain one apple, one orange, one coffee cup of hard candy, six old
fashioned chocolate drops, and a measuring scoop of salted in-the-shell peanuts.
Yes, the Masonic fraternity was a very busy, thriving hive of activity in the forties
and early fifties. I’m sure that your lodge also had these like activities that they
sponsored for their families and their members.

Now let’s skip thirty years ahead, forward to the 1990’s, and if you will, let’s
include today in this time frame. What are the differences we find that have taken
place in only thirty years.

Well, the country has completed several military conflicts, some of which the
population has agreed with, others which were violently opposed by segments
of the population. Let me just rapidly enumerate them: Korea, Viet Nam,
Lebanon, Grenada, Panama and Kuwait/Iraq. The young people today seem to
be individualists, each doing what pleases himself, unbound by traditions of any
type, more interested in the material possessions that can be obtained, than in
the quality of life to be lived. They are caught up in the acquiring mode, too
enthused in gaining every advantage, every work saver, every luxury item
possible for them to grab. Now maybe that isn’t all too bad. But it would seem
that as the years go by it well may be that they will all truly discover that lasting
friendships and a meaningful purpose in life is a requirement for lasting health
and happiness.

The last thirty years plus has seen a large economic change and population shift.
Nebraska’s population is moving out of the rural areas, not into the larger cities,
but into the fringes of the metropolitan areas or the suburbs of the larger cities.
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Where once in the eastern third of the state we used to find in the rural areas
four or more families living on a section of land, today we find just over two
families for each three sections of land. I find it hard to believe that the other
two thirds of the state is not to be found with a like proportion from their
population of thirty years ago.

What has happened to the towns that are the homes for our Masonic lodges?
The last thirty plus years has not weathered well for the small towns across the
state. These towns that have been able to hold onto industrial firms that need
manpower have probably not fared too badly. But towns that have lost their small
industries or businesses that require people to staff them in any quantity have
suffered, and in most cases, I would say, are now found in a stressed financial
position to maintain the town at its present service level for its remaining
citizens.

‘What is our fraternity like today? From being lulled into a false sense of security
and comfort that characterized the earlier years, when we worried about the
degrees and whether or not we had enough bodies to do the work, we found
ourselves completely immersed in the philosophy that portraying the Masonic
ritual was the important thing. Our existence, it seems, was to create as many
Masons as we could. Being interested in increasing the number of members is
not a bad goal, but we must educate them as they are created. Masonic illiteracy
of purpose and knowledge has no place in a fratemity that says its fraternal
ancestors had an education the equal of any bishop or member of royalty which
allowed them to raise the over 1000 gothic cathedral structures in Europe.

Today, our fraternal membership is on the rise. Realizing that it is easier to retain
a member of an organization if the member understands the organization’s
background, ideals and goals, our Grand Lodge implemented the revised profi-
ciency for the use of all lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction. Although we are
Masons, we are still human beings, and true to social behavior studies, this
change to a modified proficiency has slowly been accepted.

We now exist in unity with the Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted
Masons in and for the jurisdiction of Nebraska. Although our Prince Hall
brothers are few in numbers, do not be mistaken in underestimating their
dedication and commitment to the Masonic ideals upon which the fraternity is
founded world-wide. If ever you want to know a very serious and dedicated
Mason, introduce yourself to a Prince Hall Mason.

Some of our sister jurisdictions seem to be having a small amount of trouble
with Prince Hall recognition due to the fact that jurisdictional boundaries do not
always coincide between Grand Lodges. Others are now just testing the water,
waiting for the right time to grant recognition. Pressure to make changes more
times than not creates a reverse motion that stops all advancement. Again I am
reminded of that saying, “Patience and perseverance accomplish all things.”

Now, if you will, transport yourself forward in time to the year 2025. Looking
about the room, I would say that not too many of us here this morning will be
attending the Grand Lodge Session that year. What will our fraternity be like
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then? Will you allow me to prophesy for just a few minutes?

Statewide membership has shown a continual increase each year since the early
1990’s. The increase for the year just completed, 2024, is one half of one percent.
The Masonic lodges across the state have been quite active this past year, in
targeting highly prominent and successful leaders in their communities for
membership. The Grand Historian, in his address to the Grand Lodge delegates,
on research he did in old reports found in the Grand Lodge library archives,
shows that one has to go all the way back to the early 1900’s to find such a large
number of “shakers and movers” in all phases of community life as members
of the fratemity.

The movement of population from the rural areas to the more metro areas of the
state continues. That shift, the latest report from the State of Nebraska’s
Economic Development department shows, is fueled by the lack of jobs in small
towns and cities. Cottage industries and “mom and pop” businesses are the rule
as one travels across the state.

Nebraska Masonic Lodges have grown in size, but diminished in number.
Lodges are now primarily located in or around some seventeen cities. Large
initiatory classes, once each quarter, seem to be the normal mode of operation.
Small towns that once boasted a Masonic lodge now have a Masonic club that
meets monthly and keeps the fraternal tie alive.

Almost every charity across the state has Masons prominently active in their
ranks. The Tri-Cities area of Grand Island, Hastings and Kearney has put
together a step-by-step plan for all Nebraska cities to use in keeping their local
food banks stocked. This plan was the result of almost 100+ years of planning
the semi-truck food pickup each fall for the Nebraska Masonic Home in
Plattsmouth. The Nebraska Masonic Home Board has just announced that the
final building in its “Pearls of Sanctuary” program begun in 1998 has just been
completed. This was a highly controversial program to build retirement enclaves
across the state for our Masonic brothers and their widows, who in their late
years, did not want the responsibility of caring for their own homes, but could
care for themselves, and like to have a health nurse check up on them every
couple of weeks. This program was the direct result of the continuing upward
spiral of health care costs, when a mail survey by the Grand Lodge showed that
nearly 82% of our members were no longer covered under a health insurance
plan.

Well, my friends, this is one scenario from one person. Each of you here this
morning should have your own vision of the future. Our work before us is to
take all of our individual dreams and wants for the future, mix them together,
and form a mode of action that will be acceptable to all. No one wins. No one
loses. The time to worry about what to do for 1992 has long ago passed. 1993
is just out of your reach, and if you don’t hurry, 1994 will soon be a memory. In
this day and one-half before you, your deliberations and decisions should be
geared to sustaining, maintaining and creating the Masonic fratemity that you
want in the future. It will not be done without pain. It will not be done without
sacrifice. And it will not be done without compromise. But it must be done.
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May Almighty God, that glorious Architect of the Universe, send a portion of
His wisdom, vision and understanding to each of you, that through combined
efforts, this, our beloved fraternity, may continue to progress for the benefit of
future mankind.

Thank you for your kind attention.

¢

With words of greetings to special guests not previously introduced, the Grand
Master closed the informal public opening ceremony and excused all who were
not Master Masons.
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1992 Proceedings

of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient & Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Thirty-Fifth
Annual Communication
Held in Omaha, Nebraska
February 7th & 8th, 1992

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 7, 1992

M..W.. Grand Master James N. DeMoss requested that the W.. Grand
Marshal proclaim the 135th Annual Communication opened in ample form. He
proceeded to make the special appointment of W... Brother Will Medow to the
office of Grand Senior Steward pro-tem.

The report of the Committee on Business and Rules was made by the R... W..-,
Grand Secretary, who then moved for its adoption.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND RULES
R..W.. DonE. Rasmussen, 82 & 135

The business of an Annual Communication shall be conducted in accordance
with the provisions of Part I of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Lodge
A. . F.:. & A-M.. of Nebraska, as amended. The order of business shall be as
shown in the printed program for the Communication, or as may be revised by
the Grand Master to expedite the business and procedure of the Grand Lodge.

The Committee further recommends:
1. The Grand Master shall appoint a brother to serve as Parliamentarian of the
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Annual Communication. The Parliamentarian need not be a member of the
Jurisprudence Committee. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to advise
and consult the Grand Master regarding procedures.

2. Committee Reports shall be given by the Chairman or designated member
from the East unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

3. Amendments, which have been brought to the floor for ballot: One of the
signers of an amendment shall state the position of the signers prior to the ballot.

4. Officers speaking on any motion, resolution, committee report or other
matter may speak from the East. Members of the Grand Lodge may then speak
from the main floor at a microphone near the altar or as directed by the officer
presiding. Time permitting, other brothers may then speak to the issue. Prior
to speaking, each brother shall be recognized by the officer presiding and shall
state his name and lodge before addressing the Grand Lodge.

5. Nobrother shall speak more than twice on any motion, resolution, committee
report or other matter unless special permission is granted by the officer
presiding. Members shall be recognized to speak in the order they rise unless
the officer presiding shall otherwise direct. If more than one brother rises at
approximately the same time, the officer presiding shall direct the order of
speaking.

6. Time limits on speaking shall not be imposed unless the officer presiding

shall announce time limits in order to expedite the business of the Annual

Communication. Upon announcement, the officer presiding shall enforce the
stated limits.

7. When the Grand Lodge is passing upon the decisions and formal recommen-
dations of the Grand Master, the Grand Master shall first announce his position.
The Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee will announce the position of
the Committee. Discussion will then be permitted with the Grand Master
permitted to speak first and the Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee then
permitted to speak. Members of the Grand Lodge shall then be permitted to

speak to the issue. Time permitting, other brothers may speak, after which a
vote will be taken.

8. When the voting method is not prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws,
it shall be by the usual sign of a Mason while voting. The Grand Master, or
other officer presiding, may prescribe voting by secret written ballot or other
method at his discretion.

9. Questions of procedure not provided for in the Constitution, Bylaws, or these
rules, shall be determined by the Grand Master.

The report was accepted by vote of the delegates assembled.

¢

R..W.. Grand Secretary Don Rasmussen requested the approval of the Pro-
ceedings of the 1991 Grand Lodge Communication. A second from the floor and
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a favorable vote allowed its acceptance.

M..W.. James N. DeMoss announced the appointment of M... W.:. Thomas
W. Tye as Parliamentarian for this 135th Annual Communication.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

M. W ... James DeMoss then appointed the Deputy Grand Custodians as Tellers
for this session with W.-. Gene Sibley as Chairman, and directed that delegates
cast their ballots for the election of the offices of Deputy Grand Master/Grand
Master-Elect, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden and Grand Secretary.
All ballots were then collected by the Tellers.

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE

W... John VerMaas, 256, Chairman

M..W.. Brother, Grand Master DeMoss, and brethren. On behalf of your
Appropriations Committee, and as chairman of the Appropriations Committee,
it is my duty to report the budget for the ensuing year. We are going to submit
two budgets, they are printed and in your packets. The first is the balanced budget
which is on the yellow pages, 19, 20 and 21. The balanced budget is required
by the law of the Grand Lodge. The second is a more realistic budget, which is
catering to the needs of the Grand Lodge until such time as the additional dues
can be reported in January of 1993. The realistic budget is on pages 22, 23 and
24 as printed in your packet. And so at this time I would just like to move that
they be reported as printed.

MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

M . W..Thomas R. Dougherty
Past Grand Master of New Jersey
Director of Hospital Visitation for the
Masonic Service Association of America

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, dis-
tinguished members of this Grand Lodge and my brethren. I want to thank you,
Most Worshipful Sir, for the kind and friendly hospitality that I have received
since I’ve been here. It’s been just great. It’s a pleasure to be with you, and I
thank you so much for all you’ve done for me. Someone asked me if I would
tell about the redcap that I ran into the other day when I was at the airport. [ was
in the Newark airport a couple of days ago when I was bringing my bags in, and
there was another fellow there that had all kinds of luggage, and the skycap was
trying to help him and do the best he could. He was trying to please this fellow,
but no matter what he did, he couldn’t help this man in any way, he just insulted
him and called him all kinds of things. Finally he got all the luggage on the rack,
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and I thought he did a good job, and the customer said to him, “Look, I just can’t
be near you, go away. That’s it.” And the fellow walked away, and I walked over
to him and I said, “Gee, you know, you deserve a lot of credit. You’ve got
patience, you smiled at that man, you did everything you could to please him,
and he just insulted you and wouldn’t give you a tip." I think that’s what he
didn’t want to do. And the skycap said, “Oh, that’s O.K. You know, things like
that happen to us every day. We run into different types of people. That young
man is on his way to Miami, Florida, and his luggage is going to Portland,
Oregon.”

I’ve had some kind of an infection since the 2nd of January, and I’m under some
medication now, and we have a doctor in my home town who makes house calls,
he’s been a very good friend of ours. Last week when I was home convalescing,
he came into my house and he examined me, and he walked out into the dining
room, and I could hear what he was saying, he talked to my wife, and he said,
“You know, Norma, I don’t like the looks of your husband.” And she said,
“Neither do I, Doc, but he’s awful nice to the kids.”

I’m the Natjonal Representative of the Masonic Service Association to the
Veteran’s Affairs Committee, representing all of you fellows at that committee.
I appreciate the Grand Master giving mc a chance to talk about MSA because
there are 2.5 million Masons in the United States, and unfortunately less than
1% even know that we even have a Masonic Service Association, and that kind
of hurts me when I go around and talk to people and I ask them what the Masonic
Service Association is to them, and they say, “Gee, I never heard of it.”

Brethren, the Masonic Service Association was organized in 1918, during World
War 1. The Grand Masters in North America got together in Cedar Rapids, Iowa,
and what they wanted to do was organize a national committee that would
represent Masonry without any authority, because they had gone to the govern-
ment and asked them if they could take part in the camps around the country
and overscas just like the Red Cross and the USO and so forth, and the
government said, “We can’t possibly deal with 50 different organizations. If you
come up with one organization that represents all of Masonry, we’ll recognize
that as your spokesman and deal with them accordingly.”

By the time that they got the thing organized in Cedar Rapids, the war was over,
and there was no need for people going into the camps. But now they had the
Masonic Service Association organized, they wanted to do something, so what
they did, they started to visit the military hospitals and helped those who came
back wounded from overseas in World War I, and from that, the Masonic Service
Association began.

In 1923, M. W... Carl H. Claudy, a Past Grand Master of the District of
Columbia, a very prolific newspaper man, writer and nationally known editor,
was hired as the executive secretary, and he started what is known as the Short
Talk Bulletin. In 1923 each month he wrote a Short Talk Bulletin on the different
Masonic subjects, and from that time to this very day, there are Short Talk
Bulletins available and they are all still in print, almost 900 different issues. I
don’t care what kind of asubject you want to talk about Masonry, there is a Short
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Talk Bulletin that covers it. If you want to talk about those lesser lights, if you
want to talk about the rough ashlar or the perfect ashlar, if you wanted to talk
about solicitation, if you wanted to talk about George Washington, Paul Revere,
any subject you could think about that you want to talk about in Masonry or in
your lodges, there is a Short Talk Bulletin that covers it. If your lodge was to
meet every night from Monday through Friday, for four consecutive years, and
if you use the materials that are available through the Masonic Service Associa-
tion, you could have a different program every night without duplicating
yourself.

It really breaks my heart when I go around to the different Grand Jurisdictions
and a Master will say to me, “I really have difficulty planning meetings that will
be of interest to my brethren,” or “I have a difficult time writing trestle board
notices, or monthly notices”. Brethren, there are Short Talk Bulletins that cover
all those subjects. I have brought with me today, packs with Your Masonic
Hospital Visitor on the outside, and inside of that pack is a catalog, and the
catalog has the publications of all the Masonic Short Talk Bulletins that were
printed since 1923. They are categorized. You can pick out the subject you want.
And for the ridiculous price of 35 cents plus postage, you can get any one of
those subjects just by writing to us and letting us know.

Also inside of that packet, is a little yellow slip, and it’s an application form for
the Short Talk Bulletin. If you fill that out today, give me your $3, I’ll see to it
that you start to get the Short Talk Bulletin in March. Now, this Short Talk
Bulletin at the end of February is going to go from $3 a year to $3.50, so if you
fill out this form and give it to me, I’1l save you not only 50 cents, but aiso the
postage. You’re practically getting it for nothing. And I’1l tell you something
else, my brethren, if after you start to receive this Short Talk Bulletin, you feel
that it’s not the best buy you’ve had in Masonry, I’ll refund your money to you
personally. You have no obligation, and you’re not taking any kind of a chance
at all. If you like it, you keep it. If you don’t like it, you write to me, and I promise
you, I’1l give you back your money. But you can take advantage of that $3
subscription before the end of this month, so think about it if you would.

Every year, we come to the aid of some section of the world that’s in peril, such
as Hurricane Hugo that hit North and South Carolina and Puerto Rico a few
years ago. The Masons in the United States, you and your Grand Lodge and
other Grand Lodges around the country dedicated better than $400,000 that went
directly to that area to assist those that had been stricken by the devastation of
that hurricane. Every penny that we collect goes to the devastated area. We don’t
take one penny for administration fees. Everything that is given to us is given
to that area. The same way with the earthquake in San Francisco two years ago.
We came to the aid of that devastated area and contributed better than $200,000,
all because of Masons being concerned about those around the country.

So you see, there are many things that are happening with the Masonic Service
Association that people don’t know about, and we wish they did, because the
Masonic Service Association is not standing still, we’re not marking time, we’re
going ahead. The materials that are coming out of our office are better than ever,
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and I hope you’ll take advantage of them. Every lodge in this state gets a copy
of the Short Talk Bulletin. It probably goes to your secretary. Your Grand Lodge
pays dues to the Masonic Service Association, and there helps to underwrite the
cost of these things. Everything that goes out of our office goes out at less than
cost. The Short Talk Bulletin , to mail them costs more than $3.50, but we send
them to you and we’re glad to do it because they are helpful to every Mason. It
makes our Masonic fraternity stronger. Take advantage of it, my brethren.

There is another branch of the Masonic Service Association that I would like to
talk to you about. This morning, you know, we all got up, we took a shower, we
shaved, we dressed, you had your breakfast, you read the newspaper, you drove
your car, you did all kinds of things, tied your necktie, put on your shoes, and
you hadn’t even thought about it until I just mentioned it. It had never crossed
your mind, because you take it for granted. But I want to tell you something, all
over the United States at this very moment, there are men and women that can’t
do those simple chores. The veterans that are paying the price in VA hospitals
right here in Omaha, in Lincoln, and up in Grand Island, and all over the United
States, in 172 VA Medical Centers. They are paying the price so that we can
meet today as Masons. They have given everything but their lives for us. They’re
not nice to look at. Some of them don’t make sense when you talk to them.
They’re doctors, they’re lawyers, they’re school teachers, they're electricians,
plumbers, mail carriers, all walks of life. One time, perfect specimens of
manhood, or they would had never gotten into the service. But today they don’t
look so good. Families have deserted them, wives have divorced them, and
they’re lonely. We think about Alzheimer’s Disease, we think of heart attacks,
cancer, we think of sugar diabetes as being serious problems, and they are, very
serious. But the most serious problem in the world today has affected every one
of us in this room There isn’t one of us that has escaped it at one time or another.
And that illness, my brethren, is loneliness. Loneliness. If you’ve never been
lonely, you’re either a very lucky person, or you’re living in a dream world,
because it happens to all of us, but we have friends and relatives, families, loved
ones, Masons, church people, that help us, that snap us back, and put us on the
right level again. But these men and women in the VA Hospitals don’t have that
luxury. But you and I as Masons have men all around the country, and women
and boys and girls, Rainbow Girls and DeMolay boys and Job’s Daughters,
going into those hospitals day in and day out, doing little things for those patients
that they can’t do for themselves. They’re not too proud to bend down and tie
somebody’s shoe, they’re not too proud to read the Bible or the newspaper to a
blind or paralyzed veteran. They’re not too proud to sit by their bed and talk to
them, and show them that they are somebody. That we as Masons love them,
and will never forget the sacrifices that they have made, for this great country
because we live in the greatest country that God ever made. And if it wasn’t for
these people that sacrifice for us, we wouldn’t be here today.

I’m very proud of the Masonic Service Association and the Hospital Visitation
Program because it’s been going on since the inception of the Veteran’s Admini-
stration which came into being under President and Brother Harry S. Truman,
Grand Master of Masons in Missouri, and also President of the United States in
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1946 when the VA/VS was organized. And you and I as Masons had repre-
sentatives there, and we’ve been on that council as charter members ever since.
Every year we contribute better than 500,000 hours of voluntary service. Better
than a half a million dollars is given to the hospitals for comfort items, for
equipment in the hospitals, and every cent of that comes from volunteers, from
you and your Grand Lodges and so forth. The dues that your Grand Lodge pays
to the MSA, none of it goes to the Hospital Visitation Program. It is all voluntary
contributions. The pennies, the dollars, the dimes that we get come from people
like yourself and from your Grand Lodges who support this. It takes a great deal
of money to operate the program, and we’re doing it in fine style.

Here in your Grand Jurisdiction, Bob May right here in Omaha, goes into that
hospital every day, and has volunteers helping him to do little things for those
patients, making us look good, every one of us. Dave Cook is down in Lincoln.
Ervin Kimball is up at Grand Island. Your Grand Master, back in October,
invited me into the state, and we toured those hospitals for two days. He saw
what actually happens to these people in those hospitals, and how much we’re
respected by the staff, and by the administrative sections of the hospital for what
we’re doing.

Yes, my brethren, we are really doing something worthwhile in this VA Hospital
program. We get more accolades, more commendations, and more recognition
for this program, than anything else that Masons do, because we just don’t treat
Masons, we’re there to help anybody. We don’t care who they are, where they
come from, what the color of their skin might be, what their religious preference
is. If they need help, if they need assistance, we’re there as Masons to give it to
them. If we want Masonry to grow, my brethren, this is the way it’s going to
have to be. We have to get out into our communities and show the world that
we’re not a secret organization. That we don’t meet behind closed doors and do
fanatic things. That we are loving and kind. That we’re God fearing men and
women. And that we serve our fellow man. Yes, better than a million dollars a
day is contributed to charities throughout the United States by the Masonic
fraternities. We don’t pat ourselves on the back, but it’s true and it’s there.

In the Book of Matthew in the 25th chapter we read: “I was hungry and you fed
me; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was sick and you ministered to me;
I was naked and you clothed me; I was a stranger and you took me in; I was in
prison and you visited me. Lord, when did I see Thee hungry and feed Thee?
When were You sick and I ministered to Thee? When were You thirsty and I
gave You a drink? When were You naked and I clothed Thee? When were You
in prison and I visited Thee? And the Master answers, ”When you did it to one
of the least of these my brethren, you did it also unto me."

That is the commission of every Master Mason that wears the white apron, that
took the obligation of an Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft or Master Mason, at
this altar or any altar around the world. To make the world a better place in which
to live, to do his very best to serve his fellow man and his God. Some day when
we stand before the Omniscient Judge, and it’s going to happen to all of us. He’s
not going to ask us what kind of a car did we drive, how much money did we
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have in the bank, what was your stock portfolio, how many tities did you have.
Nay, my brethren, he’s going to ask us one question, and how we answer that
questions will determine where we spend our eternity. That question is this,
“What did you do for others in my name?”

Bob May, Dave Cook, and Ervin Kimball will have no problem when facing
that question, because they are serving their fellow man, and they are repre-
senting you and I in the best possible way.

M..W.. Grand Master, would you come up here for just a minute, please?
Grand Master, you’ve been an exceptionally fine Mason, and I mean that in
every sense of the word. You’ve been an outstanding Grand Master, you’ve been
a great friend, you’ve been an encouragement to me. I’ve told you this person-
ally, and I tell you publicly now, that you’re an inspiration. I've followed you
around this country, and I have always sat back and admired you for being able
to inspire people to do their very best. You and your wife Carole, are dear friends.
If it wasn’t for Masonry we would never have met. And I do love you dearly,
and I love Carole also. Because of your support and your great inspiration to
me, we have a little plaque here that we’d like to give you. It has no intrinsic
value, but it comes from our heart. It’s a certificate of appreciation which reads:
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to work together in unity.
The Masonic Service Association of the United States presents this certificate
of appreciation to Most Worshipful James N. DeMoss, Grand Master of Masons
in Nebraska, with sincere appreciation for his interest and support in assisting
and promoting our MSA Hospital Visitation Program in his state, and for his
promotion of the use of all educational materials published by the Association.
We commend him for his fine leadership during his tenure as Grand Master in
Nebraska, and with this certificate goes our best wishes for continued success
and service to our gentle craft.” It’s signed by Richard E. Fletcher, Past Grand
Master, Executive Secretary, and yours truly. Grand Master, God bless you and
thank you for being my friend.

Report of Ballot

‘The Chairman of Tellers, W .. Gene Sibley, presented the report of the balloting
on Grand Lodge Officers. There were a total of 258 ballots cast with the
following individuals receiving a majority of votes for offices indicated:

Deputy Grand Master &

Grand Master-elect: R..W.. Donald L. Pohlman
Grand Senior Warden: R..W_. Steven FE. Mattoon
Grand Junior Warden: W.. Jerry L. Rittenburg
Grand Secretary: R.:.W.. Don E. Rasmussen
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The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from each of the newly elected
officers and congratulated them individually on their election. He then accepted
a motion that the ballot be destroyed and that the Teller Committee be excused
until Saturday morning. Motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

" GREETINGS FROM PRINCE HALL GRAND LODGE
M .. W.. Frederick Nolan, Grand Master

Grand Master DeMoss, ... Let me bring you greetings and best wishes on your
135th Annual Communication from the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, and hope that all your endeavors
will meet with every success. I don’t have to tell anyone in this Grand Lodge
that it’s a hard task with a great responsibility. And I'm sure that with hard work,
everything will rise to the top. And in closing, let me say that Love is like a check
or savings deposit. You don’t make a deposit, you can’t make a withdrawal.
Thank you.

GREETINGS FROM THE GRAND LODGE OF IOWA
M . W.. Tom Eggleston, Grand Master

Thank you, Most Worshipful Sir, distinguished guests, my brethren all. Two
nights ago I attended a lodge meeting of Fervent Lodge No. 513 in Collins, Iowa,
a small lodge of about 79 members. And I didn’t take my apron and jewel, it
wasn'’t an official visitation, I simply went over to visit these brethren. They had
purchased a building and remodeled it for Masonic purposes. And I went over
basically to help them plan a dedication for that lodge building. And they asked
me when I put my white apron on, they said, “Where’s your pretty apron?” And
I said, “My brethren, this apron that I am now wearing is the most beautiful
apron that I have ever had. It is a white apron just like yours.” And to you
delegates that are representing your lodges out here, I want you to know that I
really mean that. You delegates are the most important Masons in this room right
now, and we do appreciate all that you do for Freemasonry in Nebraska and
Freemasonry in general.

Most Worshipful Sir, if I might tell just one short story that I feel is very
important. It’s a story that really means a lot to me. It’s a story of a wise old man
that lived up in the hills of Tennessee. And this wise old man had the beautiful,
unusual talent of clairvoyancy, in that he was always able to tell any of the
hillside youngsters that lived in his community just exactly what they had in
their hand or even in their pockets. But in every community there is always one
skallywag, one borderline delinquent, one who is always getting himself into
trouble and pulling the others into trouble along with him, and there was one
such in this community. And one day he gathered his colleagues around him and
he said, “Fellows, I’ve got an idea how we’re going to outfox that old man up
on the hill. He thinks he’s so smart.” He says, “We’re going out in the woods
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and we’ll get a bird. And we’ll go up to the old man’s cabin, and we’1l knock on
the door, and the old man will come to the door, and I’ll hold the bird up in my
hand and I’ll say, ‘What have I in my hand, old man?’ and he’1l guess right, he
always does. He’ll say it’s a bird. But then I'm going to say, ‘Yes, old man, but
is it dead or is it alive?” And if he says it’s dead, I’1l just open my hands up and
let the bird fly away. And if he says it’s alive, I’1l just crush it to death before I
open my hands up.” Well, the boys went up in the woods, they got their bird,
they went up to the old man’s cabin, they knocked on the door and the old man
came to the door, and the young man held the bird up in his hand and he says,
“What have I in my hand, old man?” Without any hesitation whatsoever, the
wise old man said, “Why it looks like you’ve got a bird there boy.” “Yes,” he
says, “but is it dead, or is it alive?” Once again without any hesitation, the wise
old man of the mountain said, “It is in your hands, my son, it is as you will.”

My brethren, I would remind you all that so it is with things like freedom, and
democracy, and the schools that we go to and the churches that we attend, and
the Masonic lodges that we support. We can love these things, and nourish them
and they’ll flourish and fly like they’ve never flown before. Or we can starve
them, and we can neglect them, and they’ll die. It is exactly as the wise old man
of the mountain said, my brethren, “It is in your hands.” Please remember,

brethren, that I am aware that as I am pointing one finger at you, I am pointing
three at myself.

M.". W, Sir, thank you so much for the many courtesies that have been extended
to Barb and me. We’ve enjoyed a long-standing good relationship with the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska, and to you, newly elected Grand Master, I wish the very
best. My brethren all, thank you so much.

THE GAVELS

The Grand Master displayed the two gavels to be used interchangeably through-
out the session: the first is the poi pounder, and there are identical ones on the
Warden’s pedestals that were presented to the Nebraska Grand Lodge by
M..W.. Brother McKee from Hawaii; the other gavel is a beautiful, hand-
carved gavel out of cocabola wood which comes from the rain forest of the
Amazons. This gavel was presented to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska during the
tenure of M.. W.:, Herb Ronin. It was presented on behalf of the Grand Lodge
of Colorado by Past Grand Master Charles Mantz, who was Grand Master of
Colorado in 1955, and it was his wish that this gavel be used ad infinitum at
least some of the time when the Grand Masters of Nebraska were presiding. On
the face of it is a Grand Master’s Jewel with the working jewel of a Master
Mason.

¢

Following an explanation of the locations for the afternoon’s workshops, the
R..W... Deputy Grand Master called the session from Labor to Refreshment,
to reconvene Saturday, February 8th at 9:00 a.m.
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Second Session
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The R... W ... Deputy Grand Master called the 135th Annual Communication of
the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska from Refreshment to Labor at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 8,
1992.

V..W... Grand Chaplain Michael E. Jones invoked the blessings of Deity.

M...W.., Grand Master DeMoss explained the absence of Grand Junior Warden,
Brother Steve Mattoon, noting that the Grand Senior Deacon had assumed the
station in the South, and appointed W.". Glen D. Rozell, Master of Bellevue
Lodge No. 325, to take the station of the Grand Senior Deacon.

The Grand Master thanked the members of Bellevue Lodge No. 325 for opening
the Lodge of Master Masons prior to the opening of the Grand Communication.
Some of the furnishings for the session are the property of Bellevue Lodge, and
the Bible on the altar was the personal Masonic Bible of the Grand Master, used
at his installation as Master, and as Grand Master. Grand Master DeMoss then
thanked the Assistant Grand Tylers for their excellent work outside the door.

The workshop presenters were publicly thanked for the excellent sessions they
provided for the delegates.
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PERPETUAL MEMBERSHIP PIN

The Grand Lodge, under the direction of R... W... Grand Secretary Don Ras-
mussen, has designed and produced a special pin recognizing those who are
participating as Perpetual Members. The pins were made available for the first
time to Perpetual Members attending Grand Lodge.

NECROLOGY

Report of the Committee on Fraternal Dead
V.o.W.. Michael E. Jones, 51 & 173, Grand Chaplain

M. W .. Sir, let’s take a moment if we could, please, within our fraternal body,
for Brother Steve and his family, as well as for Brother Marvin Andersen and
his family. A moment of silence.

As we bring the 1991 Masonic year to a close, we must report to you on the loss
of 568 brothers who have ascended to that celestial home eternal in the heavens.
With our faith being well founded, rest assured each and every one met the
Master and, we pray, heard the welcome words from Him who sitteth as Judge

Supreme, “Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.”

Now, from a publication entitled A Moment to Reflect, by Veronica Ray, come
these words of reflection, that ties us to those who have entered that home not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

“Commitment”

“For every choice we make, we’re choosing against many other options. As we
have heard so often, we can’t have it all. But even after we make our choices,
we may sometimes try to hang on to the alternatives, to keep our options open.
We may still devote energy in our hearts and minds, to other possibilities. We
may even spend time and activity pursuing contrary goals, and then we may
wonder why our so-called commitments don’t work out."”

Making a commitment means giving ourselves totally to our decision. It means
putting 100% of our energy and effort into the choice. It means focus, concen-
tration, and determination. It means not letting our attention and energy seep
through the cracks in our commitment. The only way to make a commitment
work, is to work at it with all our energy.

Just as these, our brothers who have fallen, were committed to the principles of
our order, let us devote ourselves to our fraternal commitments 100%. Thank
you.

¢

V... W... Grand Chaplain moved for the adoption of the report of the Committee
on Fraternal Dead as printed in the packet on page 4. The motion was seconded
and carried favorably.
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REPORT OF CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
W... Norris Rusmisell, 46, Chairman

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters, and
Brethren: Once again it is my privilege to bring to you the attendance numbers
of this 135th Annual Communication held February 6, 7, and 8, 1992 in Omaha,
Nebraska.

We have registered here at this session, 97 Masters in their elected right, and 57
Masters by Proxy; 55 Senior Wardens in their elected right, and 60 by Proxy;
45 Junior Wardens in their elected right and 57 Proxy. These offices are
represented by 284 Master Masons. Alsoregistered are 73 non-voting delegates
consisting of Secretaries and interested Masons as well as 77 Dignitaries and 27
Deputy Grand Custodians for a total registration of 461. In addition, a number
of ladies were present to attend social functions.

We are fortunate to have all but one of our Grand Officers present as well as 17
Past Grand Masters of Nebraska. Nebraska dignitaries present other than Grand
Lodge Officers include representation from Eastern Star, Rainbow for Girls,
Job’s Daughters, DeMolay, York Rite and Scottish Rite Bodies, Imperial Order
of the Shrine, Tangier Temple, Sesostris Temple, Tehama Temple, Prince Hall
Grand Lodge, and National Sojourners from Iowa and Nebraska. Other Grand
Jurisdictions present include Colorado, Idaho, Jowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Nevada, New Jersey, North Dakota, South Dakota, Texas, Wisconsin, and
Wyoming.

At the time of this report there is no representation from 32 lodges, which are:
No. 32, 60, 61, 91, 103, 106, 111, 121, 125, 128, 134, 136, 150, 154, 164, 167,
177, 180, 191, 205, 211, 224, 248, 254, 262, 282, 285, 291, 301, 311, and 324,
If there is any brother present who is amember of any of the above listed lodges,
we ask that you contact the Credentials Committee at the registration table. We
have been advised, however, that Lodges No. 61, 150, and 191 may be consid-
ering consolidation with another lodge and this perhaps could be the reason of
their absenteeism. Lodges absent for two consecutive years are No. 91, 103,
167, and 254. The only Lodge absent for three consecutive years is No. 91.

For your information the Table Lodge Thursday evening was attended by 185
Masons and the Membership Dinner last evening had 330 Masons and guests
present.

I am pleased to serve Most Worshipful Grand Master “James DeMoss” as his
Credentials Committee Chairman, and [ want to thank the other committee
members, Frank Dougherty, Lincoln; Wesley Suggs, Papillion; Herb Taylor,
Bellevue; Delmar Jones, Keamey; Bill Hurst, Lincoln; and Doyle Berg, Omaha.
Their devoted time and efforts along with the excellent cooperation from Chris
and Tish have made the registration much easier.

Respectfully Submitted,

Norris L. Rusmisell
Lodge No. 46, Chairman
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Norris Rusmisell moved for the adoption of the report of the Credentials
Committee. The motion was seconded and carried favorably.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER
M. . W.. James N. DeMoss

“My brethren, all of the delegates were fumished 45 days before the opening of
Grand Lodge, back late in December, a copy of the Grand Master’s Address,
and as you registered you were given the final printed copy of it along with a
supplemental address. If it is your wish, I will read that entire report. If it is not
necessarily your wish that I read the whole thing, I would like to highlight just
a few things, and go from there. Hearing no objection to that, we will proceed
in that regard.

The printed address of the Grand Master is as follows:

GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

TO THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONORABLE FRATERNITY OF FREE AND
ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA

My Brethren:

In accordance with Article X, Section 2(b), of the Constitution of the Grand
Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons of the State of Nebraska, I herewith submit my written address to this
135th Annual Communication. This address will include a report of my official
acts; my opinion of the general conditions of Masonry within this Jurisdiction;
and certain recommendations for such legislation as I deem necessary or
expedient for the welfare of our Fraternity. Further, inasmuch as §1-304 of the
Bylaws of this Grand Lodge dictate that all recommendations to be contained
in this address shall be submitted to the Jurisprudence Committee, all Grand
Lodge Officers, and the Masters of all subordinate lodges not less than forty-five
days prior to the opening of Grand Lodge, this entire Address will be submitted
to those individuals as well as to the current Senior Wardens, Junior Wardens
both installed and elect, and all Lodge Secretaries. This additional distribution
is being made in keeping with the Grand Lodge Officers’ philosophy of keeping
our delegates to Grand Lodge informed of the acts, doings, and proposals to
come before them, and to give them sufficient time to give thoughtful consid-
eration to the Recommendations on which a vote will be taken on Saturday,
February 8, 1992.

My first task in this Address is to attempt to convey to each Mason in the
Jurisdiction of Nebraska my most sincere and heartfelt gratitude for having had
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confidence in my abilities and given to me the opportunity to fill this exalted
office for the past year. Someone once said that life is filled with mountain-top
experiences. Surely this past year has been for me the highest achievable peak
of such experiences. I have tried to give to the Fraternity of my time and talents
in such a manner as to have been of service — in those places, times and
situations — as I felt would best serve you who placed the governance of this
Grand Lodge in my hands. I am painfully aware that not all of my actions this
past year have met with the universal accord of all of my brethren.

As in years past, Freemasonry in Nebraska has made great strides this past year.
The credit for those improvements is due not to your Grand Master but to each
and every one of the thousands of Masons who have labored in the quarries of
Masonry, thinking not of themselves but the welfare of others.

To each of the visiting dignitaries from other Grand Jurisdictions we offer a
sincere welcome. 'We appreciate your taking time from your busy and demand-
ing schedules to be present with us. We extend to you the hospitality and
greetings of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska and most sincerely hope that your
time spent with us will be a one of fond remembrance on your part.

To the delegates and other members in attendance at this 135th Annual Com-
munication, we extend a welcome as you come together to consider serious
matters concerning your Grand Lodge. As in the past two years we have again
structured this Communication with your primary concerns in mind. The Friday
afternoon Workshops have been deliberately crafted to offer to you the concerns
you have expressed. We hope that you arrived in time to take part in the Table
Lodge on Thursday evening and found it to be an enjoyable time of festive
association. Your thoughtful consideration of the items of business to be
considered on Saturday morning is eamnestly requested.

NECROLOGY

As of the writing of this Address, the faithful Secretaries of our Subordinate
Lodges have reported to the Grand Lodge Office that 549 members of our gentle
craft have been called to stand before that Great White Throne where it has been
their portion to hear from Him who sitteth as the Judge Supreme the welcome
words, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy
Lord.”

We give our thanks to the Grand Architect of the Universe that the Golden Chain
of Past Grand Masters of Masons of Nebraska has remained unbroken this past
year.

The Committee on Fraternal Dead, under the able leadership of our V.. W.-.
Grand Chaplain Michael E. Jones, will be presenting a suitable tribute to our
departed brethren as an integral portion of this Annual Communication.

CORNERSTONES

1. On Sunday, May 5, 1991, I was received in a Special Communication of
Beatrice Lodge No. 26, Beatrice, called for the purpose of hosting an Occasional
Communication of the Grand Lodge, which was opened in ample form, to re-set
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the Cornerstone Casket of the Gage County Courthouse in conjunction with the
Centennial Observance of the courthouse. The Comerstone, originally laid by
the Grand Lodge in 1890, had previously been opened on September 9, 1990,
under the supervision of the Grand Lodge, and the original casket removed. In
spite of less than ideal weather conditions, there was a large crowd on hand for
the festivities and greetings were brought by Nebraska’s Governor Ben Nelson
and several other of the elected dignitaries in attendance.

2. On Saturday, September 14, 1991, I was received in a Special Communica-
tion of Frank Welch Lodge No. 75 in Sidney, at which time an Occasional
Communication of the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form for the purpose
of laying two cornerstones in the City of Sidney. At 10:30 AM, thirteen of the
Grand Lodge Officers were in attendance when the Grand Lodge was invited to
lay the cornerstone for the Sidney Volunteer Fire Department’s newly finished
and enlarged Fire Station. This is an impressive structure and is a most welcome
addition to this vital service which provides fire protection over roughly a 700
square mile area.

3. Also on Saturday, September 14, 1991, at 2:30 PM, thirteen of the Grand
Lodge Officers were again in attendance when the Grand Lodge was invited to
lay the cornerstone for the Cheyenne County Community Center under con-
struction in the City of Sidney. When finished, this facility will provide a far
ranging array of services to a large geographic area and is an outstanding
example of the cooperative efforts of a number of communities. Frank Welch
Lodge No. 75, under the leadership of W.. Kent A. Talich, Master, had
previously opened a Special Communication of that lodge for the purposes of
receiving the Grand Master and hosting the Occasional Communication of the
Grand Lodge. A large crowd of interested spectators was on hand for the
cornerstone ceremonies.

4. On Sunday, September 22, 1991, twelve of the Grand Lodge Officers were
in attendance when I was received as Grand Master in a Special Communication
of Fairbury Lodge No. 35, at which an Occasional Communication of the Grand
Lodge was opened in ample form for the purpose of Re-Setting the Casket in
the Comnerstone of the Jefferson County Courthouse in Fairbury. The original
cornerstone had been laid by the Grand Lodge on July 7, 1891. On July 17,
1991, the casket was, in commemoration of the Centennial Observancs of the
building, removed and the contents placed on permanent display. At the
ceremony, which was held on the steps of the courthouse at 1:30 PM, new
artifacts were included in the casket in an impressive ceremony attended by

better than 300 people. Speakers at the event included two State Senators and
the Governor of Nebraska.

5. On Sunday, September 28, 1991, twelve of the Grand Lodge Officers were
in attendance when I was received as Grand Master in a Special Communication
of Wahoo Lodge No. 59, at which an Occasional Communication of the Grand
Lodge was opened in ample form for the purpose of Re-Laying the Cornerstone
of the Wahoo Masonic Temple. The original comerstone, which had been laid
in 1938, had been damaged by vandals in recent years and it was the desire of
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the brethren of Wahoo Lodge that a new comerstone be placed. The articles in
the original casket were on display in the lodge rooms and a new casket was
prepared.

6. On Saturday, November 9, 1991, the Deputy Grand Master was received as
my personal representative at a Special Communication of Beatrice Lodge No.
26, at which an Occasional Communication of the Grand Lodge was opened in
due form for the purpose of laying the comerstone of the magnificent new library
building in the city of Beatrice. Many of the Grand Lodge Officers were in
attendance on this cold, blustery day to take part in the ceremony. The entire
Comerstone Ceremony was televised through the Local Access Station. In spite
of the weather, a large, interested crowd was on hand.

DEDICATIONS

On Saturday, November 16, 1991, I was received at a Special Communication
of Melrose Lodge No. 60 in Orleans, at which an Occasional Communication
of the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form for the purpose of dedicating the
new Masonic Temple erected by the brethren of Melrose Lodge. Nine of the
Grand Lodge Officers were present to take part in the Dedicatory Service which
was conducted before an audience which filled the beautiful new lodge room.

CONSOLIDATIONS

1. On April 15, 1991, T approved the consolidation of Silver Lodge No. 266 of
Silver Creek into Osceola Lodge No. 65 of Osceola.

2. On May 17, 1991, I approved the consolidation of Cable Lodge No. 225 of
Amold into Custer Lodge No. 148 of Broken Bow.

3. On August 9, 1991, I approved the consolidation of Grand Island Lodge No.
318 of Grand Island into Ashlar Lodge No. 33 of Grand Island.

4. On August 21, 1991, I approved the consolidation of Orient Lodge No. 13
of Rulo/Falls City into Falls City Lodge No. 9 of Falls City.

5. On October 9, 1991, I approved the consolidation of Rawalt Lodge No. 138
of Oxford into Jachin Lodge No. 146 of Holdrege.

Consolidations Pending:

i. Beaver City No. 93 with Monument No. 293 at Arapaho.

ii. Hampton No. 245 with Aurora No. 68.

iii. Meridian No. 188 of Cozad with Thistle No. 61 at Lexington.
iv. Gavel No. 199 of Carleton with Lily No. 154 at Davenport

v. Edgar No. 67 with Nelson No. 77.

EXTINCTIONS

It is always a sad occurrence when a Lodge decides to surrender its Charter. On
September 16, 1991, the Secretary of Wauneta Lodge No. 217 wrote to advise
that it was the decision of the members to surrender their charter. On September
23,1991, 1 directed the R... W .". Grand Secretary, accompanied by the R.. W ..
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Deputy Grand Master, to set up a meeting with the members of Wauneta Lodge
No. 217 to discuss the matter with them in detail. I also requested that
representatives of both Palisade Lodge No. 216 and Purity Lodge No. 198 of
Imperial be present at the meeting to attempt to persuade the decision to
surrender to be changed to one of consolidation. This meeting was held on
October 3 with all of the above individuals or lodges in attendance. It was
reported back to me that the decision had not been based upon apathy, but one
of reasonable economic thought. However, Wauneta Lodge did agree to meet
one more time to discuss the matter with their members. On November 7, 1991
a final decision was made by the members, at their regular communication, to
surrender their charter as of December 31, 1991.

BYLAWS APPROVED

On February 11, 1991, I approved a complete revision of the bylaws of Bartley

Lodge No. 228. A copy of the fully revised bylaws is on file in the Grand Lodge
Office.

On March 14, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Plattsmouth
Lodge No. 6 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On March 14, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Monument
Lodge No. 293 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On March 18, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Justice Lodge
No. 180 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On March 21, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Acacia Lodge
No. 34 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On March 21, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Elwood Lodge
No. 167 changing the date and time of their regular communication.

On April 7, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Geneva Lodge No.
79 changing the time of their regular communication and setting an alternate
date should the regular communication fall on a national holiday.

On April 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Nelson Lodge
No. 77 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On April 18, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Crete Lodge No.
37 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On May 3, 1991, I approved four separate amendments to the bylaws of
Washington Lodge No. 21. The approved amendments: 1) changed the date of
their regular communication; 2) changed the time of their regular communica-
tion; 3) increased the amount of fees for the three degrees; and 4) increased the
amount of their annual dues.

On May 10, 1991, I approved a complete revision of the bylaws of East Lincoln

Lodge No. 210. A copy of the fully revised bylaws is on file in the Grand Lodge
Office.

OnMay 17, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Ashlar Lodge No.
33 lowering the amount of fees for the three degrees.
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On May 25, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Landmark Lodge
No. 222 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On May 25, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Union Lodge No.
287 increasing the amount of their annual dues and changing the method of
computation thereof.

OnJune 7,1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Minnekadusa Lodge
No. 192 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On June 7, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of John J. Mercer
Lodge No. 290 increasing the amount of their annual dues, changing the method
of computation thereof, and changing the statutory allocation thereof.

On June 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Rob Morris Lodge
No. 46 changing the time of their regular communication and setting an alternate
date should the regular communication fall on a legal holiday

On June 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Florence Lodge
No. 281 increasing the amount of their annual dues, changing the method of
computation thereof, and changing the statutory allocation thereof.

On June 28, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of North Star Lodge
No. 227 which established the assessment of a late fee of $3.00 against those
members who have not paid their annual dues by October 1 of the year in which
due.

On July 8, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Friendship Lodge
No. 239 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On August 5, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Cotner Lodge
No. 297 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On August 21, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hastings Lodge
No. 50 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On August 22, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Highland Lodge
No. 194 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On September 3, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Wayne Lodge
No. 120 changing the time of their regular communications.

On September 3, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Nemaha
Valley Lodge No. 4 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On September 13, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Covert
Lodge No. 11 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On September 13, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Geneva
Lodge No. 79 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On September 13, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Ogalalla
Lodge No. 159 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On September 13, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Mid-West
Lodge No. 317 increasing the amount of their annual dues.
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On October 11, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Mizpah Lodge
No. 302 decreasing the amount of their annual dues.

On October 11, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Mid-West
Lodge No. 317 increasing the amount of fees for the three degrees.

On October 19, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Samaritan
Lodge No. 158 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On October 19, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Bee Hive
Lodge No. 184 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On October 29, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hastings Lodge
No. 50 increasing the amount of fees for the three degrees.

On October 29, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Hay Springs
Lodge No. 177 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On November 14, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Plattsmouth
Lodge No. 6 increasing the amount of fees for the three degrees.

On November 14, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Euclid
Lodge No. 97 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On November 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Corinthian
Lodge No. 83 increasing the amount of fees for the three degrees.

On November 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Corinthian
Lodge No. 83 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

OnNovember 16,1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Frank Welch
Lodge No. 75 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On November 16, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Laurel
Lodge No. 248 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

On November 30, 1991, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Fairmont
Lodge No. 48 increasing the amount of their annual dues.

REINSTATEMENTS

I approved, on dates shown, the reinstatement to membership, in lodges shown,
of the following individuals based upon satisfactory approval by the respective
lodges of petitions therefor:

Feb 25, 1991 David P. Talbot North Star No. 227
Feb 25, 1991 Robert 1. Rowe, Jr. Florence No. 281
Feb 25, 1991 Harold J. Hauberg Western Star No. 2
Mar 8, 1991 Charles K. Kassebaum East Lincoln No. 210
Mar 14, 1991 LeRoy A. Lindsey Centennial No. 326
Mar 14, 1991 Steven E. Hansen Mid-West No. 317
May 3, 1991 Stephen B. Phillips McCook No. 135
May 13, 1991 Howard L. Franklin Samaritan No. 158
May 17, 1991 James C. Taylor Centennial No. 326
May 17, 1991 Darold J. Raburn Cambridge No. 150
May 17, 1991 Paul E. Giebelhaus College View No. 320
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June 7, 1991 Stanley B. Vogele Orient No. 13
July 12, 1991 Richard L. Hecht Mid-West No. 317
Aug 21, 1991 Stephen D. O’Brien Fairbury No. 35
Aug 22,1991 Richard K. Bloch North Bend No. 119
Sep 7,1991 Jack L. Timmins Bellevue No. 325
Sep 18, 1991 Loren H. Brown Blazing Star No. 200
Oct 11, 1991 David J. Gibbs, Sr Miloma No. 328
Oct 11, 1991 James B. Parks Covert No. 11
Oct 23,1991 Chester B. Mack, Jr. Shiloh No. 327
Nov 8, 1991 Kenneth Newbry Meridian No. 188
Nov 14, 1991 Troy N. Brendle Plattsmouth No. 6
Nov 14, 1991 Paul N. Steffen Fremont No. 15
Nov 14, 1991 Wayne C. Anderson York No. 56
Nov 14, 1991 Robert B. Leary Lancaster No. 54
Nov 16, 1991 Robert W. Mathewson East Lincoln No. 210

WAIVERS OF JURISDICTION

I granted, on dates shown, absolute waivers of Nebraska jurisdiction over
indi