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Masonic History
of the
130th Grand Master

V. Kaye Ramsey

Ancient Craft Masonry — Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on
December 12, 1962, passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on January
22, 1963, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on February 19,
1963. Entered Apprentice Degree conferred by Mid-West Lodge No. 317,
Hastings, Nebraska. Fellow Craft and Master Mason Degrees conferred by
John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290, Omaha, Nebraska. Served as Master of John J.
Mercer Lodge No. 290, Omaha, Nebraska in 1987.

Grand Lodge — Appointed Grand Junior Steward in February 1989 by
M. . W.. Thomas W. Tye. Re-appointed Grand Junior Steward in February
1990 by M..W_. John M. McHenry. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in
February 1991 by M .-. W .. James N. DeMoss. Appointed Grand Senior Deacon
in February 1992 by M .. W', James L. Eatmon. Elected and installed as Grand
Junior Warden under M .. W .. Donald L. Pohlman in February 1993. Elected
and installed as Grand Senior Warden under M .. W... Steven F. Mattoon in
February 1994. Elected and installed as Deputy Grand Master and Grand
Master-Elect under M. W Jerry L. Rittenburg in Fcbruary 1995. installed as
the 130th Grand Master of Masons on February 2, 1997.

Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Montana. Previously served on
Committce on Fraternal Relations and Committee on Finance.

York Rite — Madc a Royal Arch Mason in Delta Chapter No. 60, at Omaha,
Nebraska on May 24, 1982. Made a Royal and Sclect Master in Omaha Council
No. 1, at Omaha, Ncbraska on October 9, 1982. Dubbed a Knight Templar in
Mt. Calvary Commandery No. 1, at Omaha, Nebraska on October 9, 1982.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite — Received the 4th through the 32nd
Dcgrees in the Valley of Omaha, Orient of Nebraska in 1982, Elected a Knight
Commandecr of the Court of Honor in December 1995.

Shrine — Member since 1988 of Tangicr Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order
of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Omaha, Nebraska. Active in the Proficient
Past Masters Shrinc Club.

Order of Eastern Star — Mcmber of Narcissus Chapter No. 269 in Omaha,
Ncbraska since 1981. Served as Worthy Patron in 1984,

DeMolay — Secnior DeMolay in Hastings Chapter Order of DcMolay.
Awarded the DeMolay Legion of Honor.
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Rainbow — Rainbow Dad, Benson Diana Assembly No. 2, Omaha, Nebraska
in 1986. Awarded the Grand Cross of Color by the International Order of
Rainbow for Girls in 1987,

Other Masonic Bodies — Member, Board of Directors, Nebraska Masonic-
Eastern Star Home for Children 1986-1992, Trustee of the Nebraska Masonic
Home since 1990. Member of Omaha Chapter No. 19, National Sojourners.
Member of Nebraska Veteran Freemasons Association since 1983.
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Kenneth G. Fleming

Grand Master-Elect of Masons of Nebraska
1997-1998
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Masonic History
of the
131st Grand Master

Kenneth G. Fleming

Ancient Craft Masonry — Initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason on
January 15, 1957, passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason on February 26,
1957, and raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on April 14, 1957 in
Frank Welch Lodge No. 75, Sidney. Served as Worshipful Master in 1970 and
1980.

Grand Lodge — Appointed Grand Tyler in June 1973 by M..W.-. Frank J.
Mattoon. Appointed Grand Marshal in December 1986 by M.. W ... Wayne G.
Luenenborg. Re-appointed Grand Marshal in June 1987 by M.". W.". Wayne G.
Luenenborg. Re-appointed Grand Marshal in February 1988 by M.. W .. Paul
R. Eveland. Re-appointed Grand Marshal in February 1989 by M..W..
Thomas W. Tye. Re-appointed Grand Marshal in February 1990 by M.~ W .-,
John M. McHenry. Re-appointed Grand Marshal in February 1991 by M-. W ..
James N. DeMoss. Appointed Grand Junior Deacon in February 1992 by
M..W.. James L. Eatmon. Appointed Grand Senior Deacon in February 1993
by M..W... Donald L. Pohlman. Elected and installed as Grand Junior Warden
under M .. W ... Steven F. Mattoon in February 1994. Elected and installed as
Grand Senior Warden under M. W .. Jerry L. Rittenburg in February 1995.
Elected and installed as Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master-Elect under
M..W.. V. Kaye Ramsey in February 1996. Installed as 131st Grand Master
of Masons on February 8, 1997.

Served the Grand Lodge as a Deputy Grand Custodian for 7 years. Commis-
sioned Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Sweden on June 12, 1987.
Served on numerous Grand Lodge Committees.

York Rite — Made a Royal Arch Mason in Oregon Trail Chapter No. 65, at
Gering, Nebraska on March 22, 1958. Made a Royal and Select Master in
Temple Council No. 20, at Gering, Nebraska on February 21, 1987. Dubbed a
Knight Templar in Bethlehem Commandery No. 18, at Gering, Nebraska on
April 26, 1958. Inducted into Shiloh Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine on
June 7,1990. Member of Western Nebraska York Rite College No. 173 at North
Platte.

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite — Received the 4th through the 32nd
Degrees in the Valley of Alliance, Orient of Nebraska in 1987.

Shrine — Became a member in 1958 of Tehama Temple of the Ancient Arabic
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine in Hastings, Nebraska. In 1995 transferred
membership to Sesostris Temple in Lincoln, Nebraska.




Order of Easter Star — Member of Providence Chapter No. 108 in Sidney,
Nebraska since 1990.

Other Masonic Bodies — Member of Omaha Chapter No. 19, National
Sojourners. Member of Nebraska Veteran Freemasons Association since 1978.
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Attest.
pa)
tis hereby certified that the following is a full, true and complete record
of the Proceedings of the One Hundred Fortieth Annual Communication
of the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, held at Kearney, Nebraska, February
7th and 8th, 1997, and printed under my direction.

itness my hand and the seal of the Grand Lodge A.".F..& A..M.-.
of Nebraska this 30th day of September 1997.

Reginald S. Kuhn
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1997 Proceedings

of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Fortieth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 7th & 8th, 1997

Most Worshipful V. Kaye Ramsey
Grand Master

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 7, 1997

Prcceding the formal opening of the Annual Communication, the Grand Lodge
of Masons of Nebraska held public opening ceremonies at the Holiday Inn,
Kcarncy, Nebraska, at 8:30 a.m. Friday, February 7, 1997.

R..W.. Kenneth G. Fleming presided.

Following the Presentation of the Colors by St. James Fourth Degree Assembly
No. 0609, Knights of Columbus, the M.". W.-. Grand Master, V. Kaye Ramsey,
and his Lady, Jill, were presented and given Grand Honors.

First of the dignitaries to be presented to the Grand Master and honored by the
Masons assembled were the Representatives of other Grand Jurisdictions.

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND JURISDICTIONS

W .. Rand B. Hendrickson . . .. .. .. ..... Senior Grand Steward of Colorado




Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearney

MEAWESIRIDcangl Ghnsonj s L i sICh G e SENERINT IR s, Grand Master of lowa
W .. Ralph A. Livermore . . Chairman, Committee on Division & Reference of lowa
REAWATRIN@G AT CHSUGREN S FEa o ie it s o R SN Deputy Grand Master of lllinois
MEAWER@onTadIE oNNSONERTS 5. . ok st T (A L SO Past Grand Master of Kansas
MEWVAEEStepheniE K ane . . AR  So T o e Past Grand Master of Manitoba
M5 W iiViorleyAMcKayelarks o 1 SO0 & N o Past Grand Master of Manitoba
MESWESE RN cetenDEck Ml s 299 [ s Nl gl or S 8 Grand Master of Minnesota
MW WaTreNIEIankeMar. =, 5 s T8 S 5 vty Past Grand Master of Minnesota
WESRSSelIRWAE obSonE=ts S (S Sl = B Grand Lecturer, Prince Hall of Nebraska
M. . W.. Wright P. Robinson . . . .. .. Past Grand Master, Prince Hall of Nebraska
NEAWIEN B il ce M@ NEISHANSONES - Rl o et S Grand Master of North Dakota
WSl ohnEWapne P Sl o JalM 81 1 7= 0wl ; Grand Representative of Oklahoma
MESWAS@hariesiBryan j gese o Pl o & Te i ol Grand Master of South Dakota
M..W.. Richard M. Luther . Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary of South Dakota
MESASWENGeraldiiohnSones st Past Grand Maslter of South Dakota
MISSWSBROLEREIEIMO oW S iR i = 8 Past Grand Master of South Dakota
MISSWERIRIchardIERElcticher: = ss Sl s b L & Ly Past Grand Master of Vermont

and Executive Director of the Masonic Service Association
Wi sMichaelFREWalte e s a s i SRS b Hes | o0 o Grand Treasurer of Wisconsin
REAWENGeorgclCNSTN (TS T8 LS S8 5o Senior Grand Warden of Wyoming
MIAWSRIACKIE INIXSON RaS i o 8- e iy e 8 Past Grand Master of Wyoming

and Sovereign Grand Inspector General

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE APPENDANT BODIES
OF THE GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA

MISISUSaNYANAICaSENEy =1 Togh ol on o4F Fite. oo Bt Sy Worthy Grand Matron
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES
........................ Worthy Grand Patron
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES

Brother Cal Armour

MrsEShinleyARrnkeEes®. ST o s S g RS I Grand Secretary
Grand Chapter of Nebraska, OES

MissETinalUnZ e toadrm. ©. ¢ir SR WL RRT b S0 5. S0 S8 Past Grand Worthy Advisor
International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska

MisSlihclmalDomingoFse o SRt o SEn T Wi T tghey e Supreme Deputy
International Order of Rainbow for Girls in Nebraska

MissgMelissa Kemplke e i TE MG o ey gt Grand Bethel Honored Queen

International Order of Job’s Daughters in Ncbraska
.................... Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska
MirsyloycelROPEr: * Son tE i -,. <&, - e s (R et Grand Guardian
International Order of Job’s Daughters in Nebraska
..................... Associate Grand Guardian
International Order of Job’s Daughtcrs in Nebraska

Miss Shannon Hilt

Brother Russ Reno

EvaniPetersenpp® . Z5E e i e ¥ 4 Wit ST SnsTeghs - State Master Councilor
International Order of DeMolay in Nebraska
BrotheigVichaClRVVAS tu e S S e e o0 ki A & State Executive Officer
International Order of DeMolay in Nebraska
M. E.i. James NoiKarnegisy . Lot —. Rt ss s e Diad wp o Grand High Priest

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska
........................... Grand Master
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons in Ncbraska

M..1.. Fred R. Prell
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ReAE AR opeGalusha *. 5%, <y eSS SRR SRRt T Grand Commander
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Nebraska

ReES M aylil . Speeks™ .t s o N e Grand Secretary - Recorder
York Rite Bodies of Nebraska

IEIES A Wanien D 1B ch iYL S e Sovereign Grand Inspector General

for the Orient of Nebraska, Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction

BroihenlamestWaKeebatgh™ s et S et Nt Secretary of Scottish Rite
Valley of Alliance

WHG et oreensontt 1 S, - Tpti L Rl (- Secretary of Scottish Rite
Valley of Hastings

BrothedRay A CRIoNNSONMET. S5l = FIasiin | o iR s S Secretary of Scottish Rite
Valley of Lincoin

BrothertlamesiREEixXo nE i e e S A Secretary of Scottish Rite
Valley of Omaha

IMBERS iRl ohnsI)EY cilViaa Suss et LS S e Imperial Potentate of the

Imperial Council of the Ancient Arabic
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine tor North America

IS TMBaulpA MalZerfins § S e ot e S Potentate of Sesostris Temple
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

UL S [P WA IR %, ol s ofatam ials o Potentate of Tangier Temple
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

HIEIFSAS (StepheniDARIfmaniiesis 1 CEF S SPEr S A - Potentate of Tehama Temple
Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

@laudiafRansleme="Nor Skt ot shesthor | B e s Queen, Sat-ra Temple No. 59
Daughters of the Nile

MarshallDBSowersi /.5 AP s ST ass SRR S Queen, Naphis Temple No. 66
Daughters of the Nile

Wi GeraldiD? Verbeek! SiPae i % Tl i Slg - 08 o S Regional Representative
National Sojourners for Nebraska and lowa

(W GhanlesyAREoIsomE -8 . S0 Sy e . Past National President of National

Sojourners, and Past National Commander of the Hero’s of ’76

PRESENTATION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

OF NEBRASKA
M. WS aTrysA S pence ik o ] R e AR S 1964
Mrs. Margaret Fickes, widow of M. W ... Russell Fickes . . .. .. .. .. ... 1971
MW R ran KR Mt (Gonr., - 5 et e R e ot i 1973
ML WizeDonaldIRES wansonit. (875 gt 2%, < TRaE S0 alR T e d el S 1974
MW AR B aroldIHD tmans. | e L A e L T 1975
Mo W glacksiMElendnixe. . % L 3 B o Sea Sl BN 1 AT shat it S 1978
MESWEERWarTcnIDAIBIChty" .. . dyfr -8 2 Soghe o MRS SRS R e e, 1979
MLSWAIBYront@.fenkins, (5 010 cFM T VRIS s i 1980
MessWe2 S@harl cSPW AN - %2 S0 | S e R N b ] S i 1986
METWassWaynelG’ LBucnciborg  HITS. L Sl g B e i e SR T 1987
MF WERSBAURUEvVeland S 8 S0l St S5 S G S S R S 1988
Mi: Weasslames L SEatmon &5 B 1Rt = Eh e o I T R e e LR 1992
M WED SSTCVentE iMatlloon” .. T, Ji¢, FEagte- e by AL SGrian | e TNVl At 1994
MEFWAT-Jemmy B, Riltenburg 3. 5 e o i S i S R (e S e S 1995
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V..W.. Eugene C. Sibley, Grand Chaplain, invoked the blessing of Deity,
which was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Grand Master Ramsey welcomed everyone to this the 140th Annual Communi-
cation.
PRESENTATION OF NEBRASKA DEPUTY GRAND
CUSTODIANS
W... Gus Scolaro, Grand Custodian presented the Deputy Grand Custodians:

ATThuSAD Y el E. 8 Sl A i e o . W Wl e e District 18
RraniqilannisSEmentus Sai S rs TlCaa e e = Trih iiviscter . District 38
ohN[ENS e icSEE A T SRR S A W Ry, s TR ek, District 8
BN (Ko IDRpeEn, IEMEIiloR | o fa 8 6 6 6k o.d 6o otk & B o 8 0 oo 88 District 30
RogedPSShillingtongiitSSmeeN [ oot 00 SHL G s o oo g Ly 2 TS District 32
VeS| AMEYETite e Wil . [y ¥ Bl v S ChralBil s s o e i, % % District 29
Eugcnel@RSIHICYL SRR K. FAE o oo TR i TR o District 11
HarcldAWAINCH] liia gL 5 = va®E v mi 5 CF <O B8R IS i Wit . © District 35
StevenVANGreent - L 1 TR MR s L Rt R o R . . District 10
[EloydRVintiskafshm "ot Nt g 285 U0 0 8 . SN R 1 District 7
Ronaldi@rasspioe: fe - S IR IR Wegl - Al LT e N District 5
GeraldiiDRVenheekd o s, | Bl 0 (G 1 Lar R T = Lo e X e 1 District 34
HalseyAIDRRIIIIDSE e SRRV . . P, RS v o 0 -0 3 ™ District 3
S, 1R e W tmes ) & DA s TR I I Ve o T S L o District 20
DoniIEN Clinck 7. >R e Wi (xls (86 "y U0 N e s [ B S District 36

Delmalg]One SRt R e o A N e R N U s District 24
RODET IR @anICTES a0 e o By eyl C0, S S % ) District 13

Richard H. Cooper was commissioned as Depuly Grand Custodian for District No. 30.

After introductions the following Brothers were recognized: Most Worshipful
James L. "Sonny" Eatmon and Scott Kricger reccived 10 Yecar Proficiency Pins.
Roger L. Shillington, Lynn Doty and Roy L. Smith received 20 Year Certificates
of Merit. Most Worshipful Frank J. Mattoon reccived his 25 Year Proficicncy
Card. Frank R. Harris reccived his 40 Year Proficiency Card.

GRAND MASTER’S HUMANITARIAN AWARD

M. W... Grand Master Ramsey made the following remarks as he presented the
1996 Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award recipient:

"We have some stringent criteria that we have established for recognition of
these individuals. First of all, we will not award this to more than two individuals
in any calendar year. The individual that is entitled to receive this award, and
there are many, ... must be a Master Mason and have been such for at least 30
years. He must have been active in at least three of the five following community
activities: he could have held a political office such as mayor, city council
member, county board member, NRD member, school board member, some
other political office, whatever might be available where he resides; he could
have been active in his church, either as an elder, a vestryman, deacon, lay
leader, lay reader, whatever his particular denomination permits; he could
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have been denoted as a civic leader because of his involvement on boards of
directors for local hospitals, nursing homes, financial institutions, or founda-
tions; he could have been a volunteer for such charitable organizations as the
Y, United Way, Scouting, or similar organizations. He could have been involved
in such service organizations as Lions, Sertoma, Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimists,
and so forth. But lastly, he must have been active in the Masonic fraternity. In
other words, these are the Masons that make the difference within their commu-
nity. These awards are presented to them in their local community, and the entire
community is invited to be present, particularly those organizations with which
they have been involved. This year it was our pleasure to present this award to
Worshipful Brother Ben Fussel, Geneva Lodge No. 79, Geneva.

Worshipful Brother Ben Fussell expressed his appreciation for the honor be-
stowed upon him.

¢

Miss Melissa Kempke, Grand Bethel Honored Queen and Miss Shannon Hilt,
Miss Nebraska Job’s Daughter brought greetings from the International Order
of Job’s Daughters.

*
GRAND MASTER’S RECRUITMENT AWARD

This program recognizes the top 25 petition signers in the Jurisdiction of
Nebraska. The R.-. W .. Deputy Grand Master read the names, and Most Wor-
shiptul Grand Master Ramsey had the honor of doing the presentations.

George W. White, Hastings Lodge No. 50
David R. Sharp, Shiloh Lodge No. 327
Richard E. Penry, Hebron Lodge No. 43
Jeffrey E. Jackson, Miloma Lodge No. 328
Doyle L. Hulme, Lotus Lodge No. 289
Roy G. Hart, Jr., Bartley Lodge No. 228
Larry J. Courtnage, Capitol Lodge No. 3
Herbert M. Chambers, Sr., Omaha Lodge No. 288
Richard E. Brasel, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290
Barry A. Ahlborn, Covert Lodge No. 11

J. Stewart Karrer, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

John M. Hobbs, Springfield Lodge No. 112

John Brodersen, Hastings Lodge No. 50

Wayne E. Vian, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

Ernest R. Reese, Covert Lodge No. 11

Daniel J. Wellendorf, Springtield Lodge No. 112
Carl A. Monico, Miloma Lodge No. 328

Earl L. Mohatt, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290
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Robert S. Heckert, Papillion Lodge No. 39

Richard D. Myers, Waterloo Lodge No. 102

John T. Parsons, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268 & Papillion Lodge No. 39
Donald D. Vogel, Ashlar Lodge No. 33

Richard H. Gable, Long Pine Lodge No. 136

Emil A. Schadwinkel, Alliance Lodge No. 183

Harry H. Hummel, Scribner Lodge No. 132

Robert E. Watkins, Miloma Lodge No. 328

Daniel R. Henn, Ord Lodge No. 103

Lowell Closner, Springfield Lodge No. 112

First place went to Worshipful Brother Neil A. Henry a member of Beatrice
Lodge No. 26, who was the first line signer on 17 petitions, and second line
signer for two petitions. Brother Neil was presented with a recognition badge;
also his picture and name will be on a plaque which will hang in the Grand Lodge
Office.

¢

Miss Tina Kunz, Past Grand Worthy Advisor was introduced by Grand Master

Ramsey at which time Tina brought grectings from the Intcrnational Order of
Rainbow for Girls.

GOLD PAN AWARD

M. . W.. Grand Master Ramsey displayed the Gold Pan Award, which is, in
fact, a pan that was used to pan for gold. It was presented to the Grand Lodge
of Nebraska by the Grand Lodge of Alaska. It is a beautiful trophy presented
cach year to that lodge which has shown, in the determination of the selection
committee, the greatest overall improvement, or the most significant contribu-
tion to Masonry in Nebraska. The Grand Master presented the Gold Pan Award
to Beatrice Lodge No. 26.

L4

Evan Petersen, State Master Councilor was introduced by Grand Master Ramscey
at which time Evan brought greetings from Nebraska Chapter, International
Order of DeMolay.

The State Master Councilor presented the DeMolay Mason of the Year Award
to Everette Hilfiker of Wahoo Lodge No. 59 in Wahoo; and thc DeMolay
Sponsoring Body of the Ycar Award to the Lincoln York Rite Bodies.

*

At this time Grand Master Ramsey presented Susan Andreasen, Worthy Grand
Matron of the Order of Eastern Star. Worthy Grand Matron Susan brought
greetings then presented a check from the Fall-In-Gathering to Arthur R. Sharp,
Executive Director of The Nebraska Masonic Home.
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¢

Grand Master Ramsey called everyone’s attention to the list of Emick, Grand
Lodge Youth Committee and Houghton Scholarships printed in the program.
indicating Masonic funds well invested in these young scholars.

ROCK MAUL AWARD

M. .W.. Grand Master Ramsey described the Rock Maul Award as one that is
presented to one lodge each year by the Grand Master. The lodge selected should
represent the best all around lodge in the jurisdiction of Nebraska. The Rock
Maul is a sixteen pound rock maul that has been used in a rock quarry for its
intended purpose. It was inscribed and presented to the Grand Lodge of Ne-
braska in the year of M.. W... Byron C. Jenkins (1980), and has becn awarded
once a year since then to that lodge determined to have been the recipient by the
selection process. The recipient of the Award is unknown until this an-
nouncement at Grand Lodge each year. The Grand Master prescnted the Rock
Maul Award to Bellevue Lodge No. 325.

GRAND ORATION
Benjiman H. Harvey, 119

Most Worshipful Grand Master Ramsey, Most Worshipful Past Grand Masters
and visiting Grand Masters, other visiting Masonic dignitaries, Brethren, and
friends:

I have a khaki colored trench coat similar to hundreds of other trench coats. |
am concerned whenever | wear this coat and have to hang it with many other
coats which look just like mine. When | retrieve my coat I am never certain if
I am grabbing the right one. To serve as an identifying mcans | carry a brass
stove bolt in the right front pocket so once I slip on the coat, my hand checks
that pocket to make sure I have the right coat. It is very reassuring to me when
I feel that stove bolt and know that 1 have my coat. In a broader sensc, one can
sec this as a constancy in my life . .. and this is good, constancies, stabilitics are
very important to all of us; however, for whatever reasons, constancies don’t
scecm to matter much anymore.

Our socicty has become onc that has let go of many of our constancics with the
philosophy of "we nced to let kids be kids," or "adults arc just expressing
themselves” or "everyone has rights." Unfortunately, without some constancics
or expectations in our lives, many of those things you and | remember or took
for granted are gonc:

e Children don’t put their shoes on the furniture
¢ Children don’t spcak rudcely to adults

¢ One doesn’t double-park when the sign says not to, or one doesn’t park in a
handicap zone
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* Obscenities are not hurled in loud voices in shopping malls or on public
sidewalks

How often have you heard the retort "what does it matter?" What does it matter
if children are not taught proper grammar in school? What does it matter if
children are watching too much TV or using TV actors and sport figures as role
models? "Don’t be a *fuddy-duddy.’" We arc entering the 21st century. Kids
need to be "themselves." Let them wear what they wish to school, to church, or
other public gatherings.

It isn’t just children who have no constancies in their lives. Adults are often too
focused on themselves and on instant gratification and have let go of many
constancies they once had.

For all of us present today, we are very fortunate because we have a vital
constancy in our lives which gives us reassurance, and provides us a moral,
spiritual, and educational foundation. That constancy is Masonry. Masonry is
our compass. It always points us in the right dircction and keeps us within due
bounds of all mankind. If we follow the teachings of Masonry and search within
ourselves, Masonry is always there to remind us of our duty to our families, to
other Masons, and to our community. The constancies that Masonry gives to
the community are numerous: in Ncbraska we have the Plattsmouth Home, a
constancy for over 100 years; the Children’s Home, showing care and concern
for over 80 years; the Scottish Rite fanguage clinics, the Shrine Temples that
provide support and transportation for the orthopedic and burn hospitals; the
Eastern Star scholarship and Estral programs; the youth organizations which
show today’s young pcople that love of country, respect for parents and one
another is a good thing.

Nationally, the Masonic fraternity has over 50 homes that provide lifctime care
for adults, and seven children’s homes to assist youngsters; there arc the
hospitals, the Knights Templar Eye Foundation; the Masonic Relief Associa-
tion; the list goes on and on. Actually, Masonry contributes more than 1-1/2
million dollars a day to charities.

The Masonic constancy of providing for the widow, the orphan, and a worthy
brother in distress is the origin of adult and children homes as well as the basis
for all Masonic charities.

We at the Children’s Home know first hand what a devastating cffect the lack
of structure and constancy can have on childrens’ lives.

With no constancy in their lives, our children have interpreted this to mean no
one cares about them because no onc is giving them any love or attention. No
onc cares whether | am home, no one cares if | go to school, no one carcs if | do
my homework. Unfortunately, these children try to get someone to notice them
by misbchaving, by running away, by doing all the wrong things.

When a child comes to live at the Home we tell them we carc by giving them
constancies. We begin with structure in their daily lives — dinner is always at
5:30 — bedtime is 10:00 — study time is 1 hour — you will be expected to
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shower daily — you will be expected to make your bed — to do your chores —
to keep your shoes off the furniture.

We also provide constancy by giving them attention and reward for positive
behavior. We let them know they are a special person and there is something
unique about each one of them. |

To all of you here today, consider yourselves very fortunate to have this
constancy of Masonry in your lives. Consider yourselves challenged to use this
constancy for the betterment of yourself, your family, and your community.

We can all make a difference, by adhering to our principles and putting them
into practice.
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of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient & Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons
of Nebraska

One Hundred Fortieth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 7th & 8th, 1997

First Day — Opening Session
Friday, February 7, 1997

M. W.-. Grand Master V. Kaye Ramsey requested that Michacl E. Jones, W .-,
Grand Marshal proclaim the 140th Annual Communication opened in ample
form.

V.. W.. Grand Chaplain Eugene C. Sibley invoked the blessing of Deity.

R..W.. Reginald S. Kuhn declarcd a quorum present for the transaction of
busincss.

The report of the Committee on Business and Rules was made by the R.-. W .,
Grand Secretary Reginald S. Kuhn, who then moved for its adoption.

10
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND RULES
Reginald S. Kuhn, 19 & 134

The business of an Annual Communication shall be conducted in accordance
with the provisions of Part | of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Grand Lodge
A . F:. & A-.M.. of Nebraska, as amended. The order of business shall be as
shown in the printed program for the Communication, or as may be revised by
the Grand Master to expedite the business and procedure of the Grand Lodge.
The Committee turther recommends:

1. The Grand Master shall appoint a brother to serve as Parliamentarian of the
Annual Communication. The Parliamentarian need not be a member of the
Jurisprudence Committee. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to advise
and consult the Grand Mastcr regarding procedures.

2. Committee Reports shall be given by the Chairman or designated member
from the East unless otherwise directed by the Grand Master.

3. Amendments, which have been brought to the tloor for ballot: One of the
signers of an amcndment shall state the position of the signers prior to the ballot.

4. Officers speaking on any motion, resolution, committee report or other matter
may spcak trom the East. Members of the Grand Lodge may then speak from
the main floor at a microphone near the altar or as directed by the officer
presiding. Time permitting, other brothers may speak to the issue. Prior to
speaking, each brother shall be recognized by the officer presiding and shall
state his name and lodge before addressing the Grand Lodge.

5. No brother shall speak more than twice on any motion, resolution, committee
recport or other matter unless special permission is granted by the officer
presiding. Members shall be recognized to speak in the order they rise unless
the officer presiding shall otherwise direct. If more than one brother rises at
approximatcly the same time, the officer presiding shall direct the order of
speaking.

6. Time limits on speaking shall not be imposed unless the officer presiding shall
announcc time limits in order to expedite the business of the Annual Commu-
nication. Upon announcement, the officer presiding shall entorce the stated
limits.

7. When the Grand Lodge is passing upon the decision and tformal recommen-
dations of the Grand Master, the Grand Master shall first announce his position.
The Chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee will announce the position of
the Committee. Discussion will then be permitted with the Grand Master
permitted to spcak. Members of the Grand Lodge shall then be permitted to
spcak to the issuc. Time permitting, other brothers may speak after which a vote
will be taken.

8. When the voting method is not prescribed by the Constitution and Bylaws, it
shall be by the usual sign of a Mason while voting. The Grand Master, or other
officer presiding, may prescribe voting by sccret ballot or other method at his
discretion.
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9. Questions of procedure not provided for in the Constitution, Bylaws, or these
rules, shall be determined by the Grand Master.

The motion was seconded and passed.

¢

M..W.. V. Kaye Ramsey announced the appointment of M..W.-. Steven F.
Mattoon as Parliamentarian for this 140th Annual Communication.

M. W.. V. Kaye Ramsey then appointed the Deputy Grand Custodians as
Tellers for this session with W.". Steven A. Green as Chairman.

Election of Officers

Most Worshipful Grand Master Ramsey directed that the delegates cast their
ballots for the election of the offices of Deputy Grand Master/Grand Master-
Elect, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden and Grand Sccretary. All
ballots were then collected by the tellers.

*

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE

Terry L. Spencer, 227

Most Worshipful Grand Master and Brethren, on behalf of the Appropriations
Committee 1 would like to present the Appropriations Report as printed in your
packets starting on page 7. The total income that we are projecting is
$415,792.00 with total expenses requested of $414,862.00.

*

While awaiting the result of the Election of Officers the following Brothers
brought greetings:

M .. W... Wright P. Robinson, Past Grand Master of Prince Hall of Ncbraska

W
M .. W.. Richard E. Flctchcr, Past Grand Master of Vermont and Executive
Dircctor ot the Masonic Service Association

M..W .. Eric J. Ncctenbeck, Grand Master of Minnesota
W .. Stephen F. Kane, Past Grand Mastcr of Manitoba

¢
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Report of Ballot

The Chairman of Tellers, W... Steven A. Green, presented the report of the
balloting on Grand Lodge Officers. There were a total of 168 ballots cast with
the following individuals receiving a majority of votes for offices indicated:

Deputy Grand Master &

@randiVaster-Elcciin et s NI s o R..W .. Don E. Rasmussen
GrandiS eniomWardenl. = EE SR REEERD S R..W.. Dwight E. Smith
Crrtie) Junl o \NWATREL oo Dol S & o Beb o8B a0 bbnac . W.. James F. Brown, Jr.
GrandiSecretanyss!. . IRaRy 3 L PR TR Dl ER s R..W.. Reginald S. Kuhn

The Grand Master then elicited acceptance from each of the newly elected
officers and congratulated them individually on their election.

The R..W.. Deputy Grand Master called the session from Labor to Refresh-
ment, to reconvene Saturday, February 8th at 8:30 a.m.

Deputy Grand Master Kenneth G. Fleming moved for approval to hold the 14 st
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge A..F.. & A..M.". of Nebraska at
the Ramada Inn in Kearney, Nebraska on February 5,6 & 7, 1998. Motion was
seconded and carried.
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of the

Grand Lodge
of the
Most Ancient & Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska

One Hundred Fortieth
Annual Communication

Held in Kearney, Nebraska
February 7th & 8th, 1997

Second Session
Saturday, February 8, 1997

The R..W .. Deputy Grand Master called the 140th Annual Communication of
the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Ancicent Free and Accepted Masons
of Ncbraska from Refreshment to Labor at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 8,
1997.

V.. W.. Grand Chaplain Eugene C. Sibley invoked the blessing of Deity.

Grand Master Kaye Ramscy cxplained that there were two charters on display
because he holds membership in both Mid-West Lodge No. 317, Hastings and
John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290, Omaha. These two lodges had jointly opencd a
lodge of Master Masons.

FINAL REPORT OF THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
Terry L. Spencer, 227

The final report of the Appropriations Committee was submitted to the voting
delegates of Grand Lodge and adopted by vote of the delegates assembled.
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— REVENUE —
LODGE INCOME

Dues—Fremont Home
Dues—Masonic Home
Dues—Geo Washington Memorial
Membership Dues

Perpetual Membership Mgl. Fee
Initiation Fees

Surety Bond Premium

Liability Ins. Premium
Reinstatement Fees

Sub-total

SALES INCOME

Supplies

Band Clinic Registrations
Band Clinic Supplies
Banquet Tickets

Other Meal Tickets
Ladies Luncheon
Sub-total

PARTICIPATORY INCOME

NE Masonic Home—Admin Services
NE Masonic Home—Newspaper
OES & Fremont Home—Newspaper
Sub-total

INVESTMENT INCOME

Int & Div—FNB Omaha

Int & Div—FirsTier Lincoln
Gain on Sale of Investments
Miscellancous Income
Sub-total

TOTAL REVENUE

—EXPENSES —
ANNUAL COMMUNICATION

Annual Communication

Sub-total

INSTALLATION
Grand Lodge Installation
Sub-total

TRAVEL & RELATED

Office Staff
Grand Masler

$10,232.50
40,930.00
10,232.50
163,720.00
600.00
4.,100.00
3,358.80
9,413.90
2.500.00
245.087.70

14,000.00
22,500.00
2,300.00
8,050.00
6.525.00
1,610.00
54,985.00

10.000.00
12,500.00
12,000.00
34,500.00

68,500.00
0

0
1,500.00
70,000.00

404.572.70

38,450.00
38,450.00

5,000.00
5,000.00

1,400.00
13,100.00
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52xx.150
52xx.200
52xx.250
52xx.300
52xx.350

5310.250
5320.000
5320.100
5330.000
5340.000
5350.000
5360.000
5370.000
5380.000

5400.000
5410.000
5412.000
5413.000
5414.000
5415.xxx
5420.000
5425.000
5430.000
5435.xxx
5440.xxx
5445 .xxx
5450.000
5455.000
5460.000
5465.000
5470.000
5475.000
5480.000
5485.000
5490.000
5500.000
5505.000
5505.250
5510.000
5515.000
5525.000
5555.000

5600.000
5605.000
5610.000
5620.000
5625.000
5635.000

Deputy Grand Master
Grand Secretary

Grand Custodian
Deputy Grand Cuslodian
Other Officers

Sub-total

SALARIES & RELATED

Grand Custodian

Office Staff—Full Time

Grand Master Staff

Office Staff—Temporary

FICA Taxes

Federal Unemployment Taxes
Nebraska Unemployment Taxes
Employer’s Share—401K
Office Staff Training

Sub-total

OCCUPANCY & RELATED

Office Rent

Utilities

Trash Removal

Grounds Maintenance

Building Maintenance

Telephone

Equipment Maintenance
Equipment Rental

Equipment Purchase

Postage

Printing & Copying

Office Supplics

Office Maintenance

Computer Supplics

Computer Repairs & Maintenance
Computer Software Support

Dues & Subscriptions

Publication of NE Masons

Bank Service Charges
Professional Fees

Legal Fees

Supplies for Lodges—Printed
Supplies for Lodges—Other
Supplies for Lodges —GC
Supplies for Lodges—Year Pins
Publication of Secretary’s Desk Book
Grand Lodge Jewels, Aprons & Collars
Retirement—Alice Lallman
Sub-(otal

INSURANCE & ADMINISTRATIVE

Worker's Compensation
Grand Lodge Staff Medical
Surcety Bond

Dircctors & Officers Liability
Blanket Liability

Office Contents & Equipment
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4,200.00
1,950.00
2,600.00
7,450.00
6,700.00
37,400.00

6,752.00
48,400.00
0
6,500.00
4,717.00
223.00
32.00
3,388.00
250.00
70,262.00

11,000.00
2,500.00
300.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
10,825.00
3,500.00
1,200.00
500.00
8,050.00
3,000.00
3,200.00
2,400.00
1,200.00
2,500.00
1,750.00
750.00
32,500.00
1,000.00
2,375.00
0
8,000.00
3,500.00
700.00
3,000.00
1,500.00
1,750.00
3,360.00
112,360.00

452.00
12,600.00
3.341.00
2,925.00
11,053.00
803.(0)
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5650.000 Other General Administrative Expenses 1,750.00

Sub-1otal 32,924.00

COMMITTEES

xxxx.010 Jurisprudence Committee 50.00
Xxxx.450 Masonic Education 1,000.00
xxxx.460 Midwest Education Conference 400.00
xxxx.475 Appropriations Committee 40.00
XXXX.525 Committee on Work 200.00
XxXXxX.550 Relief 500.00
xxxx.600 Trial Comissions 200.00
XXXX.625 Grievance Committee 0
xxxx.650 Grand Lodge Offices 200.00
XXXX.675 Finance Committee 50.00
xxxx.700 Public Relations 600.00

Grand Marshal 1,000.00
XXXX.725 Band Clinic 24,800.00
xxxx.730 Insurance Committee 100.00
Xxxx.750 Youth 3,000.00
xxxx.800 Membership 1,500.00
xxxx.825 General Session & Social 500.00
xxxx.850 Grand Trustees 100.00
xxxx.900 Awards 400.00
xxxx.910 Freemasonry & Religion 300.00
xXxx.920 All-Masonic Sunday 200.00
xxxx.925 Charters & Dispensations 30.00
xxxx.950 Lodge Advisory 500.00
XXXX.975 Credentials 0
XXxx.995 Masonic Renewal & Leadership 1,000.00

Sub-total 36,670.00

CONTRIBUTIONS

2104.000 Fremont Homes Dues 10,232.50
2105.000 NE Masonic Home Dues 40,930.00
2106.000 Geo Washington Memorial Dues 10,232.50
5800.000 Masonic Service Assoc Dues 1,300.00
5810.000 NE DeMolay Donation 3,500.00
5811.000 Job’s Daughters 1,000.00
5812.000 Rainbow for Girls 1,000.00
5820.000 MSA Hospital Visitation Fund 2,500.00
5830.000 Other Masonic Promotion 0
5835.000 Masonic Relief Association 350.00

Sub-total 71,045.00

TOTAL EXPENSES 404,111.00

Total Revenue Less Total Expenses $461.70

* Denotes Appropriation ltem. Other items shown for information purposes only.

NECROLOGY
Eugene C. Sibley, 54

In honor of W..B... Guy O. Seaton, Past Master of Lancaster Lodge No. 54, |
shall vse, for the most part, the text written by him for this Necrology.

17
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During the past year 665 members of our Fraternity have passed on to their just
reward and have entered that Undiscovered Country. They have given unstint-
ingly of their time and talents to the end that the affairs of their Lodges might
be handled judiciously; that the principles of Masonry might, by precept and
example be taught to those who seek after them; and that the virtues inculcated
in Masonic teaching might become a living, vital part of the life of its members.

We are assembled here in observance of the 140th Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge of Ncbraska and, as we enjoy the fellowship which such an
occasion makes possible, it seems only fitting that we pausc for a few moments
to honor the memory of those who served their lodges so faithfully and well,
and who have been called from their labors here on earth to the Grand Beyond.

Let us turn our thoughts to them, who, but a comparatively short time ago, were
among us in the pride and power of life. Let us be mindful of the record of their
good deeds, their words of truth and their works of mercy and justice, that we
may imitate them. Let us each rededicate himself to the high principles for
which our great Fraternity stands.

Today they sleep, watched over by the sun, the stars, and by the God who fails
not to mark the sparrow’s fall.

Dreamless and untroubled is their slumber. Mighty forces may clash on the
lands, on the seas and in the skies, but nothing of this reaches them. Utter peace
they know and naught of this world’s strife.

Rains give life to the turf above them, causing it to grow and shelter their resting
places. All above them is Life and the turn of the seasons. When nature rests,
snowflakes sift down to cover their beds; when Nature wakes and all is green
and glad above them, still they are sheltered. The years will pass — one by one
— and through them all, they sleep in pcacc.

As we remember them let us all be mindtul that we too shall soon follow them.
But let us then remember the evergreen; symbol of our faith in immortality, and
know that they are but slecping, and that the imperishable part within has
survived the grave and shall never, never, NEVER die.

The names of our departed brethren have been projected on the screen before
you. Remember them, Brethren.

As the sun sets in the west to draw to a close, 50, one by onc, we lay us down in
the darkness of the tomb; to wait in calm repose for the time when Heaven shall
pass away as a scroll; and man, standing in the Presence of the Infinite, shall
rcalize the true end of his pilgrimage here below. Let this occasion be to us a
symbol of remembrance of the virtues of these, our Brethren, who have preceded
us to the silent land; a token of that Fraternal alliance which binds us together
while on earth and which shall finally reunite us in Heaven.

Let us pray.

O Merciful and Loving Father, Encourage to Perseverance all who labor in the
cause of truth and virtue and the rights of men, and keep them from becoming

18
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weary, faint-hearted, assuring them that none shall labor without result, nor at
the last are unrewarded.

Protect and perpetuate, we pray Thee, civil and religious liberty in this land, and
prevent tyranny, subversion of constitutional government, oppression, injustice
and usurpation, and defeat all mad and wicked schemes that with plausible
pretexts lead to ruin. Teach all men the great truth, that peace, good government,
political freedom, and religion walk hand in hand; and as Thou has united these,
let no one put asunder. Make the Order of Freemasonry worthy of its high
pretensions. Persuade its initiates everywhere to illustrate its holy principles of
truth, brotherly love, virtue and tolerance; and when our labors in this earthly
lodge and workshop in which we serve our apprenticeship are finished, admit
us to the companionship of those who have worthily worked and gone away
before us, in that temple of the heavens wherein Thy throne of love is established
forever. Amen.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL DEAD
Eugene C. Sibley, 54

Since we last assembled for our Annual Communication 665 of our brethren
have been reported as called from their labors here on earth to the Celestial
Lodge Above. We are honored to take this time to remember them, who in their
labors among us were our brothers. Together we walked the pilgrimage of life
and shared in the joys and sorrows that beset us all. We give thanks to God for
their lives and for the honor of bearing witness to the many noble contributions
that they made to our beloved fraternity.

O Lord our God, and our Eternal Father,
through your servants and the sacred
scriptures, you have revealed to us:

"For we know that if our earthly house of
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a
building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens."

Fraternally submitted,

Rev. John F. Dale, 126

Rev. Dr. Richard P. Don, 9
Eugene C. Sibley, 54, Chairman

W..B.. Eugene C. Sibley moved for the adoption of the Necrology along with
the Report of the Committee on Fraternal Dead. The motion was seconded and
carried favorably.
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REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

Norris Rusmisell, 46, Chairman

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Grand
Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters and Brethren:

It is again my privilege to present to you the Credentials Committee report for
this 140th Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and
Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

In spite of the un-cooperative weather we have experienced the past two days,
we can report that all Grand Lodge Officers except one are present here as well
as 14 Past Grand Masters and 23 Deputy Grand Custodians. Also in attendance
are dignitaries from Colorado, lowa, lllinois, Kansas, Manitoba Canada, Min-
nesota, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin, Wyo-
ming, Prince Hall of Nebraska and the Imperial Potentate of the Shrine.

In addition to the above mentioned, also represented here are Order of Eastern
Star, Rainbow Girls, Job’s Daughters, DeMolay, York Rite Masons, Scottish
Rite Masons, Sesostris Temple, Tangier Temple, Tehama Temple, Daughters
of the Nile and National Sojourners.

As an information item only, there were 265 people in attendance at the Grand
Master’s Banquet Thursday evening and 360 people at the membership dinner
Friday evening.

At this time there are no Masters or Wardens registered from the following 24

Lodges: 9, 34, 35, 43, 52, 53, 60, 68, 105, 121, 134, 167, 207, 218, 219, 234,
236, 248, 261, 277, 285, 298, 308 and 328.

Those Lodges not registered for two consecutive years are: 9, 35, 60, 121, 298
and 308.

Those Lodges not registered for three consecutive years are 236 and 285.

Subordinate lodge registration consists of 84 Worshipful Masters in person and
32 Masters by proxy; 42 Senior Wardens in person and 31 by proxy; and 46
Junior Wardens in person and 35 by proxy. There are also 90 non-delegate
Masons registered.

It has been my pleasure to serve Most Worshipful Grand Master Kaye Ramsey
as Chairman of the Credentials Committee and | personally wish to thank the
other Brethren who have given so freely of their time and talent trying to make
your Grand Lodge more successful. They are Doyle Berg from Omaha, Delmar
Jones from Kearney, Frank Dougherty from Lincoln and Roger Anderson from
Kearney, also Bill Hurst from Lincoln and Gary Keim from Elm Creek who
volunteered to help us when some regular committee members could not be
present.
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Last but by no means least, the girls in the office, without whose many hours of
behind the scenes preparation this committee perhaps couldn’t even function
properly.

Respectfully submitted,

Norris L. Rusmisell, Chairman

Norris Rusmisell moved for the adoption of the report of the Credentials
Committee. The motion was seconded and carried favorably.

¢

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEBRASKA WORK
Charles W. Amidon, 281 & 327, Chairman

On February 16, 1996, members of the Committee met at the Grand Lodge
Office with W..M .. Neil A. Henry, Master of Beatrice Lodge No. 26 to discuss
details of presenting a one-day multiple candidate communication at the Bea-
trice Lodge.

On March 30, 1996, eighteen candidates received all three degrees in one day.
Due to the fine preparation of Beatrice Lodge, the degrees were presented in
excellent form and with utmost dignity. All members of the Committee on Work
were present for this historic occasion and want to thank Beatrice Lodge for its’
wholehearted cooperation.

On August 9, 1996, the Chairman of the Committee met with W...M .. Richard
E. Gilmore, Master of George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268, to discuss a similar
one-day conferral at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Omaha.

On October 19, 1996, one hundred and twelve candidates were raised in Omaha.
A similar conferral was held the same day in Hastings at which time, seventy-
nine candidates were raised. As the Grand Master had decreed, both sessions
were attended by members of the Committee on Nebraska Work. However, as
no member of the Committee was able to attend the Hastings event, it was
suggested to the Grand Master that he might wish to appoint temporary members
to the Committee for the purpose of complying with his decree that all one-day
conferrals must have a member of the Committee in attendance. The Grand
Master accordingly appointed W .. Arthur S. Dye and W .. Scott J. Krieger, Sr.,
both of Mid-West Lodge No. 317, as temporary members of the Committee.
The Committee on Work wishes to thank these brethren for their excellent
contributions to the work at the Hastings session.

Detailed records of the two, one-day sessions were prepared and critiques were
forwarded to the Grand Master for his review. Copies of the modified floor
work required were placed in the Grand Lodge file for future reference should
one-day sessions be held in the future.
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No Degree Competition was held in 1996 due to lack of sufficicnt interest.
However, if at least eight lodges are willing to guarantee participation, this event
can be scheduled in 1997.

Respectfully submitted,

John C. Sierks, 4

Eugene C. Sibley, 54

Charles W. Amidon, 281 & 327, Chairman

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

"My brethren, all of the delegates were furnished 45 days before the opening of
Grand Lodge, back in late December, a copy of the Grand Master’s Recommen-
dations, and as you registered you were given the final printed copy of my
address. I would like to highlight just a few things, and go from there. Hearing
no objection to that, we will proceed in that regard."

The printed address of the Grand Master is as follows:

GRAND MASTER’S ADDRESS

TO THE MOST WORSHIPFUL, THE GRAND LODGE, ANCIENT FREE
AND ACCEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA

My Brethren:

In accordance with Article X, Section 2(b) of the Constitution of the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, |
do hereby submit my written address to this 140th Annual Communication.
This address will consist of a record of my official acts, my thoughts on the
general condition of Masonry in the Grand Jurisdiction of Nebraska, and
recommendations for legislation that [ believe to be necessary or expedient for
the welfarc of our fraternity. In accordance with Section 1-304 of the Bylaws
of the Grand Lodge, all Grand Master’s recommendations contained within this
address were submitted to the Jurisprudence Committee, all Grand Lodge
Officers, and to the Masters of all subordinate Lodges not less than forty-five
days prior to this Annual Communication.

I first wish to express to each and every Mason within the jurisdiction of
Nebraska my sincere appreciation for allowing me to serve as your Grand Master
for the last year. Much has been accomplished for the good of Masonry this
year, and it could only have been done because of the dedicated efforts of so
many of you. | have received wonderful support from many individual Masons,
local Lodges, the appendant bodies and the Grand Lodge Officers. [ do want to
especially thank the Grand Lodge Officers for their dedication to Masonry.
Many times they have made long trips to support Grand Lodge participation at
many local Lodge events.
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To each of the visiting dignitaries from other jurisdictions and from within the
State of Nebraska, we offer a sincere welcome. Over the past eight years, | have
had the pleasure of attending many of your Annual Communications. [ hope
that your time here is as enjoyable as we experienced when visiting you.

To the delegates and other members attending the 140th Annual Communica-
tion, we extend a welcome as you gather to consider serious matters concerning
your Grand Lodge. | also hope that you and your wives will enjoy the workshops
and banquets.

I would like to thank our Grand Lodge Office Staff. Chris Rudder and Carol
Schroeder provide the day-to-day expertise that makes the Grand Lodge func-
tion so well.

NECROLOGY

As of the writing of this address, the Secretaries of our Subordinate Lodges have
reported to the Grand Lodge Office that 643 of our brethren have entered into
that House not made with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. Their contributions
to Masonry will leave fond memories.

We are thankful that the Golden Chain of Past Grand Masters of Masons in
Nebraska has remained unbroken this past year.

The Committee on Fraternal Dead, under the able leadership of our V.. W ..
Grand Chaplain Eugene C. Sibley, will be presenting a suitable tribute to our
departed brethren as an important part of this Annual Communication.

CORNERSTONES

This year the Grand Lodge Officers have been privileged to hold several
Cornerstone Ceremonies throughout the State. Our Grand Marshal, W..B..
Mike Jones, has done an outstanding job of working with the local officials and
Lodges in order to make these all meaningful public events. Also York Rite
Commanderies have served as honor guards for the Grand Lodge Officers at our
Cornerstone Ceremonies. Our Grand Orator, W.".B.". Ben Harvey, has given a
meaningful oration at each event.

On All-Masonic Sunday, July 28, 1996, we conducted a Cornerstone Ceremony
at the Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center in Omaha, working closely with the
Nebraska State Historical Society, who operates this center near the Ford
Memorial. Former President Ford, who is a Mason, was not able to be there.
However, there were a number of dignitaries in attendance, and the ceremony
received television coverage. Tangier Shrine provided both the Color Guard
and a band.

Immediately after the Ford Cornerstone Ceremony, the Grand Lodge Officers
traveled to Fort Calhoun to lay a Cornerstone at the Fort Calhoun Medical Clinic.
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Solomon Lodge No. 10 then provided a grand wrap-up to a busy day by hosting
a steak cookout honoring the Grand Lodge Officers.

On October 23, 1996, a Cornerstone Ceremony was held at Hastings College
for the Wilson Mathematics and Computer Science Building. This building was
made possible by a gift from Brother D. Lloyd Wilson, a member of Thistle
Lodge No. 61 in Lexington. All Grand Lodge Officers were able to be in
attendance. Hastings Lodge No. 50 and Mid-West Lodge No. 317 both helped
with this event. Since | am from Hastings and am a dual member of Mid-West
Lodge, it was an additional pleasure to be received by that Lodge later in the
afternoon.

Our final Cornerstone Ceremony took place in Ogallala on November 2, 1996.
This ceremony was at the U.S.D.A. Service Center Building. In addition to the
fine support from Ogalalla (not Ogallala) Lodge No. 159 and their Worshipful
Master, Craig Draucker, a number of other organizations participated in the
ceremony: Eastern Star, Job’s Daughters, the Boy Scouts, the Middle School
Band, and the York Rite Knights Templar from North Platte.

BYLAWS APPROVED

On March 2, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Ornan Lodge No.
261 changing their meeting night from the first and third Tuesdays to the first
and third Mondays of each month.

On April 15, 1996, | approved a complete revision of the bylaws of Superior
Lodge No. 121, a copy of which is on file at the Grand Lodge Office.

On May 23, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of DeWitt Lodge
No. 111 changing their meeting night from the third Wednesday to the third
Monday of each month.

On July 22, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of George Washing-
ton Lodge No. 250 to add Grand Lodge assessment to their per member dues.

On August 19, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Blue Valley
Lodge No. 64, changing their regular meeting nights from the first and third
Tuesday to the first Tuesday of each month.

On August 19, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Blue Valley
Lodge No. 64 to increase their annual dues.

On September 25, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Scotts Bluff
Lodge No. 201 to increase their annual dues.

On October 1, 1996, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Robert W.
Furnas Lodge No. 265 to increase their annual dues.

On October 2, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Franklin Lodge
No. 264 to decrease their annual dues.
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On October 8, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Stella Lodge
No. 105 allowing their regular meeting to be held on the second Thursday of
the month, rather than the first Thursday, in the event of a legal holiday.

On October 21, 1996, 1 approved a complete revision of the bylaws of Papillion
Lodge No. 39, a copy of which is on file in the Grand Lodge Office.

On November 13, 1996, | approved a complete revision of the bylaws of John
J. Mercer Lodge No. 290, a copy of which is on file in the Grand Lodge Office.

On December 3, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Bellevue
Lodge No. 325 to increase their annual dues.

On December 3, 1996, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Bellevue
Lodge No. 325 which allows that in the event inclement weather precludes
sufficient attendance to hold a regular meeting on the stated day, the meeting
will be held on the first date weather permits, but in no case more than seven
days later. |

On December 6, 1996,  approved an amendment to the bylaws of Geneva Lodge
No. 79 allowing their regular meeting to be held on the first Thursday following
the first Tuesday of the month, in the event a legal holiday falls on the day of
their regularly stated meeting.

On December 6, 1996,  approved an amendment to the bylaws of Lincoln Lodge
No. 19 revising the duties of their Board of Trustees.

On December 16, 1996, 1 approved an amendment to the bylaws of Culbertson
Lodge No. 174 changing their regular meeting time to 8:00 pm.

On December 17, 1995, | approved an amendment to the bylaws of Tekamah
Lodge No. 31 to delete Section 3 of Article V regarding candidates.

On January 16, 1997, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Guide Rock
Lodge No. 128, Guide Rock to change their regular meeting from the 2nd
Thursday to the 1st Thursday.

On January 28, 1997, I approved an amendment to the bylaws of Wahoo Lodge
No. 59, Wahoo to change the time of their regular meeting, and allow for changes
in the meeting night in case of a legal holiday or inclement weather.

REINSTATEMENTS

Scribner No. 132
Mitchell No. 263
Bee Hive No. 184

February 12, 1996 Lee Burkink, Jr.
February 16, 1996 Arvid Kjos
March 18, 1996

William R. Yancey

April 6, 1996 James V. Dewey Lincoln No. 19
April 14, 1996 Rick A. Martin Rob Morris No. 46
April 14, 1996 Harry E. Fitzgibbon Geneva No. 79

April 23, 1996
June 13, 1996

Clifford J. Bennet
Dale C. Clouse
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July 22, 1996
July 22, 1996
August 1, 1996
August 17, 1996

September 25, 1996

October 8, 1996

October 10, 1996
October 10, 1996
October 10, 1996
October 18, 1996
October 31, 1996

Wilbur C. Temme
Milford L. Bolas
Paul J. Schroeder
Robert L. Gillett
Ted Newman
James H. Amerson
Edward Goins
Ronald E. Hand
Jerome Erickson
Robert L. Burns
Donald Jelinek

Kearney

Mizpah No. 302
Mizpah No. 302
Cement No. 211
Wahoo No. 59
Miloma No. 328
Bellevue No. 325
Bee Hive No. 184
Samaritan No. 158
George Washington No. 250
Papillion No. 39
Ashlar No. 33

December 3, 1996
December 16, 1996
December 16, 1996

Albert Chandler
Larry Swinnerton
Harry T. Mitchell

Mizpah No. 302
Florence No. 281
Arcana No. 195

WAIVER OF JURISDICTION

I granted, on the date shown, absolute waiver of Nebraska jurisdiction over the
individual listed in favor of the named lodge operating under the jurisdiction of
the Grand Lodge of lowa, A..F.. & A.-.M..:

April 15, 1996 — Mark S. Smith, Sr. to Cobia Lodge No. 631

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

During the year it was my pleasure to recommend, to the Grand Master of those
jurisdictions listed, the following individuals for appointment as Grand Repre-
sentative of those jurisdictions near Nebraska:

Monte K. Olmstead Nevada
Cullen Pilker North Carolina
Gerald G. McKay Maine

Also during this year it has been my pleasure, at the request of other Grand
Masters, to commission the following individuals to be Grand Representatives
of Nebraska near their Grand Jurisdiction:

Marty D. Byers Arkansas
Ray H. Earley, Jr. North Carolina

John David Wagner Oklahoma
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DEPUTY GRAND CUSTODIANS

On the recommendation of our Grand Custodian, Gus Scolaro, | commissioned
W..B.. Thomas R. Reed, a Past Master of Omadi Lodge No. 5, South Sioux
City, as Deputy Grand Custodian for District No. 6 on August 6, 1996. | know
that Tom will be a credit to a fine corps of Deputy Grand Custodians.

On September 20, 1996, 1 addressed the Deputy Grand Custodians annual
meeting and school of instruction that our Grand Custodian held in Grand Island.
This group of hard working Masons is indeed dedicated to preserving our
beautiful ritual as they work with all the local lodges in Nebraska. Please thank
them for their efforts as you come in contact with them throughout the year.

GRAND MASTER’S ACTIVITIES

January 1996
4 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
Installation of Tangier Shrine-Omaha
Installation of Mizpah Lodge No. 302-Omaha
Practice for Installation of John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
Nebraska Masonic Home Annual Meeting-Plattsmouth

NeJER N BN e MRV}

9 Masonic Unity Committee-Tangier Temple-Omaha
12 Trip to Grand Lodge Office-Lincoln
13 Installed Officers of John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
14 Installation Practice Dinner, Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha

16 Instaltation Dinner and Pin Presentation, George W. Lininger
Lodge No. 268-Omaha

17 Installed Officers of Covert Lodge No. 11-Omaha

18 Installation of Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
19 Installation of Alpha Chapter No. 325 OES-Bellevue
20 Installing Marshal, Nebraska Lodge No. 1-Omaha

21 Potentate’s Breakfast, Sesostris Shrine-Lincoln

24 Met with members of Oakland Lodge No. 91-Oakland
25 Grand Lodge Planning Meeting, Holiday Inn-Kearney
31 To Kearney for Grand Lodge Annual Communication

February 1996
1 Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
2 Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
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2 Installation of 1996/1997 Grand Lodge Officers at Annual
Communication-Kearney

3 Grand Lodge of Nebraska Annual Communication-Kearney
6 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
6 Received as Grand Master, John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
10 Grand Lodge Officers Meeting-Omaha
11 Reception for Grand Lodge Officers, Scottish Rite Cathedral-Omaha
14 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont
15 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
17 Conference of Grand Masters-Washington, D.C.
18 Conference of Grand Masters-Washington, D.C.
19 Conference of Grand Masters-Washington, D.C.
20 Conference of Grand Masters-Washington, D.C.
21 Conference of Grand Masters-Washington, D.C.
24 Installation of Eiche Chapter, Order of DeMolay-Lincoln

March 1996
2 Grand Lodge Line Officers Meeting-Lincoln
2 Shrine Central States Meeting Banquet-Lincoln
S Kansas Awards Night-Hiawatha, Kansas
7 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
12 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
13 Central School of Instruction, Centennial Lodge No. 326-Omaha
14 Kansas Grand Lodge-Salina, Kansas
15 Kansas Grand Lodge-Salina, Kansas
16 Kansas Grand Lodge-Salina, Kansas
16 Tangier Shrine Potentate’s Ball-Omaha
17 Tangier Shrine Potentate’s Breakfast-Omaha
17 DeMolay District No. 1 Initiation-Omaha
17 Reception for Sharlene Coulter, Grand Organist OES-Blair
18 Central School of Instruction, Nebraska Lodge No. 1-Omaha
19 Nebraska Masonic Home Committee Meetings-Plattsmouth
23 Grand Lodge Office-Lincoln

28 Nebraska-Kansas Eastern Star Grand Chapter Officer Exchange-
Hastings

24 Installation of Sat-ra Temple No. 59, Daughters of the Nile-Omaha

25 Received at the Central School of Instruction, East Lincoln
Lodge No. 210-Lincoln
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26 Received as Grand Master at the Central School of Instruction, John
J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
April 1996
2 JohnJ. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
4 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
6 Grand Lodge Office-Lincoln
9 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth
10 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont
11 Tangier Shrine Business Meeting-Omaha
12 Grand York Rite-Columbus
13 Grand York Rite-Columbus
13 Centennial Celebration, Friendship Lodge No. 239-Chapman
13 Tehama Shrine Potentate’s Ball-Hastings
14 Grand Lodge Officers Meeting-Kearney
15 Presentation of 50-year pin, Friend Lodge No. 73-Friend
16 Memorial Service for Barry Warwick
18 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
23 Presented five year pins, Charity Lodge No. 53-Red Cloud
24 Spoke at All-Community Guest Night-Scottish Rite Temple-Lincoln
25 Initiation at Alpha Chapter No. 325 OES-Bellevue
Grand Custodian, wife and daughter were initiated.
2 Oklahoma Indian Degree Team-Beatrice
27 Midwest Conference on Masonic Education-Sioux City
28 York Rite Reception for Dr. Jim Karnegis, R.A.M.-Omaha
29 Year pin presentations at Florence Lodge No. 281-Omaha
May 1996
1 Hiram Club Speaker-Lincoln
1 Grand Lodge Office-Lincoln
7 Presented five year pins, Fremont Lodge No. 15-Fremont
9 Meeting with York Rite representatives-Omaha
14 Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star-Lincoln (Presented
as Grand Master)
15 Grand Chapter Order of the Eastern Star-Lincoln
18 Installation of Westside Assembly No. 22, Rainbow for Girls-Omaha
25 75th Anniversary Celebration, Bethel No. 5, Job’s Daughters-Lincoln
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June 1996

Picnic for all Masonic Bodies from Benson Temple, Cooper
Farm-Omaha

1 Installation of Job’s Daughters Bethel No. 53-Papillion
2 Reception for Susan Andreason, Worthy Grand Matron OES, Genoa
3 Law Enforcement Recognition Dinner, Fremont Lodge No. 15-Fremont
5  Travel to Manitoba Grand Lodge-Winnipeg
6 Manitoba Grand Lodge-Winnipeg
7 Manitoba Grand Lodge-Winnipeg
8  Travel to Wisconsin
9 Wisconsin Grand Lodge-Stevens Point
10 Wisconsin Grand Lodge-Stevens Point
11 Wisconsin Grand Lodge-Stevens Point
14 Rainbow Grand Assembly-Crete
15 Rainbow Grand Assembly-Crete
17 Spoke at Omaha Valley Scottish Rite Monthly Business
Meeting-Omaha
20 South Dakota Grand Lodge-Brookings
21 South Dakota Grand Lodge-Brookings
22 St. John the Baptist Lodge of Research No. 330-Geneva
23 Spoke at Centennial Celebration, Crete Chapter No. 104 OES-Crete
25 Rode my Harley-Davidson to Lincoln for loading for Imperial Shrine
27 Job’s Daughters Grand Bethel, Holiday Inn-Omaha
29 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
30 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
July 1996
1 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
2 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
3 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
4 Imperial Shrine-New Orleans
6 Unload Harley-Davidsons-Lincoln
6 Spoke at Caring Club Dinner, Nebraska Masonic Home-Plattsmouth
14 Grand Lodge Line Officers Meeting-Kearney
16 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children-Annual Meeting-Fremont
17 Shrine Bowl Flight to Shrine Hospital-Minneapolis
20 DeMolay Conclave-Grand Island
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21 Sat-ra Temple No. 59, Daughters of the Nile, Banquet for Supreme
Queen-Omaha

28 All-Masonic Sunday observed throughout the state
28 Cornerstone Ceremony, Gerald Ford Conservation Center-Omaha
28 Cornerstone Ceremony, Fort Calhoun Medical Center-Fort Calhoun

August 1996

8 Grand Lodge Officers Retreat-Winter Park, CO

9  Grand Lodge Officers Retreat-Winter Park, CO
10 Grand Lodge Officers Retreat-Winter Park, CO
13 Year pin Presentations, Waterloo Lodge No. 102-Elkhorn
16 Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Cedar Rapids, lowa
17 Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Cedar Rapids, lowa
18 Midwest Conference of Grand Masters-Cedar Rapids, lowa
22 Met with Florida High Twelve representative-Omaha
23 Tangier Shrine, Dinner for prospective Masons-Omaha
25 4-H Achievement Day, Childrens Home-Fremont

September 1996

John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha

4 Year pin Presentations, Bellevue Lodge No. 325-Bellevue

S Funeral of Duane Albers, Associate Grand Patron OES-Davenport
6

W

Naphis Temple Daughters of the Nile, Banquet for
Supreme Queen-Lincoln

10 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth

10 Year pin Presentation at Masonic Home-Plattsmouth

12 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES, Past Matron/Patron Dinner-Omaha
14 Year pin Presentations, Thistle Lodge No. 61-Lexington

19 Omaha Area Visitation, Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha

20  Custodians School-Grand Island

2] Grand Lodge Oftice Committee-Lincoln

October 1996
1 John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha
Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
DeMolay Grand Master’s Class-Hastings
Year pin Presentations, Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6-Plattsmouth
Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont

o~ W
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17 Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha

19 One-Day Blue Lodge Degree Conferrals-Omaha (also held in Hastings)
20 Open House, Canopy Lodge No. 209-Elmwood

23 Cornerstone Ceremony, Hastings College-Hastings

23 Received as Grand Master, Mid-West Lodge No. 317-Hastings

November 1996
1 Year pin Presentations, Lebanon Lodge No. 323-Columbus

2 Cornerstone Ceremony, Farm Services Administration
Building-Ogallala

2 Received as Grand Master, Ogalaila Lodge No. 159-Ogallala
8 Grand Lodge Office Committee-Lincoln

12 Nebraska Masonic Home Board Meeting-Plattsmouth

13 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont

16 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

17 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

18 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

19 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

20 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

21 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

2% Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

23 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

24 Masonic Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

25 Masonic Unity Committee-Omaha

December 1996
6 Grand Lodge Line Officers Meeting-Lincoln
7 Tangier Shrine Ceremonial-Omaha
7 Humanitarian Award to Ben Fussell-Geneva
10 National Sojourners-Waterfoo
11 Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children Board Meeting-Fremont
12 Tangier Shrine Business Meeting-Omaha (Elected Oriental Guide)
i3} Installation of Commandery No. 1, York Rite-Omaha
16  Omaha Valley Scottish Rite Business Meeting-Omaha
21 Tangier Shrine Past Masters Club-Omaha
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January 1997
4 Tangier Shrine Installation-Omaha. Installed as Oriental Guide.
6 Masonic Unity Committee-Omaha
11 Installed Officers of John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290-Omaha

12 Installed Officers of Hastings L.odge No. 50 and Mid-West Lodge
No. 317-Hastings

14 Nebraska Masonic Home Annual Meeting-Plattsmouth
16 Installation of Narcissus Chapter No. 269 OES-Omaha
17 Installation of Alpha Chapter No. 325 OES-Omaha

18 Presented 50 year Pin to Don Mears, Grand Historian at Installation
of Capitol Lodge No. 3-Omaha

18 Installation of Sesostris Shrine-Lincoln

20 Meeting with Holiday Inn on Grand Lodge Session-Kearney
24 Installation of Omaha Valley, Scottish Rite-Omaha

25 Grand Lodge Office-Lincoln

30 Meeting with Jurisprudence Committee-Lincoln

PERMISSIONS & DECISIONS

On February 12, 1996, | gave permission to Beatrice Lodge No. 26, Beatrice to
temporarily move their charter to the Beatrice Civic Auditorium on April 27,
1996 for the purpose of conferring the Master Mason Degree, with the degree
to be put on by the Indian Degree Team of Oklahoma.

On February 15, 1996, 1 gave permission to Lincoln Lodge No. 19, Lincoln to
temporarily move their charter to the dining room at the Masonic Temple at
1635 L Street for the purpose of holding a Table Lodge in the Entered Apprentice
Degree.

On March 4, 1996, | gave permission to Friendship Lodge No. 239, Chapman
to temporarily move their charter to the Chapman School Gym on April 13,
1996, for the purpose of holding a Centennial Celebration.

On March 4, 1996, | gave permission to Scotts Bluff Lodge No. 201, Gering to

participate in the Oregon Trail Days Parade to be held in Gering, Nebraska on
July 13, 1996.

On May 22, 1996, | gave permission to Springfield Lodge No. 112, Springfield
to temporarily move their charter on June 22 or June 29 to an isolated area near
Ashland for the purpose of performing an outdoor degree.

OnJune 3, 1996, | gave permission to Henry S. Greenwalt to constitute a Council
of Knight Masons in Nebraska. Said Council is a York Rite Body and will be
based in Fremont at the Grand York Rite office.
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On July 9, 1996, I gave permission to Platte Valley Lodge No. 32, North Platte
to display their Masonic Family float in the Nebraskaland Parade on July 28,
1996.

On August 14, 1996, I gave permission to Ashlar Lodge No. 33, Grand Island
to solicit any or all Nebraska Lodges for the purpose of providing provisions for
the Robert W. Boon Memorial Food Truck.

On August 26, 1996, 1 gave permission to the Masters and Wardens Club of
Greater Omaha to do a mailing, with labels furnished by the Grand Lodge Office,
to all lodges in Nebraska for the purpose of raising funds to provide gifts for the
residents of the Nebraska Masonic Home and the Masonic-Eastern Star Home
for Children.

On August 28, 1996, | gave permission to Blue Valley Lodge No. 64, Wilber to
obtain a list of names and addresses of all the members of DeWitt Lodge No.
111, for the purpose of inviting them to a Master Masons degree to be conferred
on September 24, 1996.

On September 3, 1996, [ gave permission to McCook Lodge No. 135, McCook
to participate in the Heritage Day Parade in McCook on September 28, 1996.

On September 20, 1996, | gave permission to Rob Morris Lodge No. 46,
Kearney to temporarily move their charter to a location 7 miles southeast of
Kearney for the purpose of conducting an outdoor Master Masons Degree on
September 21, 1996.

On October 11, 1996, I appointed Worshipful Brothers Arthur S. Dye and Scott
J. Krieger, Sr., as temporary members of the Committee on Nebraska Work for
the period of October 11, 1996 to October 20, 1996. Appointment was made so
that these two brothers could represent the Committee on Nebraska Work during
the planning and execution of the One-Day Blue Lodge Degree Conferral in
Hastings on October 19, 1996.

On November 29, 1996, I gave permission to Capitol Lodge No. 3, Omaha to
temporarily move their charter to the West Omaha Temple on January 18, 1997
for the purpose of installing their 1997 officers.

On January 16,1997, 1 gave permission to Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6, Plattsmouth
to temporarily move their charter to the Nebraska Masonic Home because of a
fire in the building next to them that made it impossible to use their lodge hall.

On January 16, 1997, | gave permission to John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290,
Omabha to temporarily move their charter to the Holiday Inn, Kearney on
February 7, 1997 for the purpose of opening a lodge of Master Masons.

On January 16, 1997, 1 gave permission to Mid-West Lodge No. 317, Hastings
to temporarily move their charter to the Holiday Inn, Kearney on February 7,
1997 for the purpose of opening a lodge of Master Masons.

On January 29, 1997, | gave permission to Fremont Lodge No. 15, Fremont to
solicit local service clubs, financial institutions, and businesses challenging
them to equal or exceed their contribution to local law enforcement agencies for
the purchase of bullet-proof vests.
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On January 31, 1997, | disbanded the Grievances Committee and appointed a
new committee. This was necessary because only one member was going to be
in attendance at Annual Communication.

DISPENSATIONS

On February 12, 1996, | granted dispensation to Bennett Lodge No. 94, Lincoln
to elect and install their Master out of time.

On February 12, 1996, | granted dispensation to Blue River Lodge No. 30,
Milford to install their Senior Warden out of time.

On February 12, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Papillion Lodge No. 39,
Papillion to install their Chaplain out of time.

On March 4, 1996, I granted dispensation to Fidelity Lodge No. 51, David City
to install their officers out of time.

On March 4, 1996, I granted dispensation to George W. Lininger Lodge No.
268, Omabha to install their Senior and Junior Stewards out of time.

On March 8, 1996, | granted dispensation to Beatrice Lodge No. 26, Beatrice to
conduct multiple candidate degrees on March 30, 1996, subject to the following
limitations and prohibitions:

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(d) In addition to the above restrictions, the degrees will be conferred substan-
tially in accordance with the attached memo from the Committee on Work.
Minor modifications to the procedure may be made if a representative of the
Committee on Work approves prior to the conferral of a degree.

(e) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

On March 13, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Osceola Lodge No. 65, Osceola
to install their Chaplain out of time.

On March 13, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to St. Johns Lodge No. 25, Omaha
to install their officers out of time.
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On March 13, 1996, | granted dispensation to Bloomfield Lodge No. 218,
Bloomfield to install their officers out of time.

On March 13, 1996, I granted dispensation to Liberty Lodge No. 300, Lincoln
to install their Senior Warden out of time.

On March 18, 1996, I granted dispensation to Canopy Lodge No. 209, Elmwood
to install their Junior Warden out of time.

On March 18, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Comet Lodge No. 229, Ceresco
to install their Senior Warden out of time.

On March 18, 1996, | granted dispensation to Mitchell Lodge No. 263, Mitchell
to install their Senior Steward out of time.

On March 29, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Albion Lodge No. 78, Albion to
install their Tyler out of time.

On March 29, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Jachin Lodge No. 146, Holdrege
to install their Deacons and Tyler out of time.

On April 3, 1996, | granted dispensation to Auburn Lodge No. 124, Auburn to
install their Chaplain out of time.

On April 15, 1996, | granted dispensation to Florence Lodge No. 281, Omaha
to install their Junior Steward out of time.

On May 4, 1996 | granted dispensation to Mid-West Lodge No. 317, Hastings
to conduct multiple candidate degrees on June 22, 1996 subject to the following
limitations and prohibitions.

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(d) In addition to the above restrictions, the degrees will be conferred substan-
tially in accordance with the attached guidelines from the Committee on Work.
Minor modifications to the procedure may be made if a representative of the
Committee on Work approves prior to the conferral of a degree.

(e) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

On May 4, 1996 1 granted dispensation to Hastings Lodge No. 50, Hastings to
conduct multiple candidate degrees on June 22, 1996 subject to the following
limitations and prohibitions.
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(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(d) In addition to the above restrictions, the degrees will be conferred substan-
tially in accordance with the attached guidelines from the Committee on Work.
Minor modifications to the procedure may be made if a representative of the
Committee on Work approves prior to the conferral of a degree.

(e) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Ofticer.

On May 4, 1996 | granted dispensation to Fidelity Lodge No. 51, David City to
conduct multiple candidate degrees, on two candidates, on May 16, 1996 subject
to the following limitations and prohibitions.

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

{(c) Both candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, candidates must
receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, candidates must receive
all lectures and charges, and candidates will be required to pass a proficiency
examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(d) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

On May 4, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Laurel Lodge No. 248, Laurel to
conduct a multiple candidate degree on one occasion during the month of May
1996, subjcct to the following limitations and prohibitions.

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Master
Mason Degree.

(b) Up to six candidates can have the work conferred.
(c) Each candidate must be received individually.

(d) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, and all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges.
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(e) This Degree should be witnessed and observed by a member of the
Committee on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer if
this can be arranged. It is not a mandatory requirement.

(f) Each candidate must reccive all signs and passes in the prescribed manner.

On May 22, 1996, | granted dispensation to Springfield Lodge No. 112,
Springfield to conduct multiple candidate degrees on June 22 or June 29, subject
to the following limitations and prohibitions.

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Master
Mason Degree.

(b) Up to five candidates can have the work conferred.

(c) For the Second Section of the Masters Degree each candidate must be done
individually.

(d) Each candidate must be received individually.

(e) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, and all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges.

(f) This Degree should be witnessed and observed by a member of the Com-
mittec on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer if this can
be arranged. It is not a mandatory requirement.

(g) Each candidate must receive all signs and passes in the prescribed manner.

(h) By June 15 the Grand Lodge Office must be supplied with a list of candidates
being done by courtesy, additionally Section 2-1205 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws
must be complied with regarding courtesy work.

On July 9, 1996, I granted dispensation to Alliance Lodge No. 183, Alliance to
confer the Fellow Craft Degree of Masonry on up to five candidates on July 12,
1996, subject to the following limitations and prohibitions:

(a) A separate Senior Deacon will attend each candidate.

(b) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, candidates must
receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, candidates must receive
all lectures and charges, and candidates will be required to pass a proficiency
examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(c) Each Degree should be witnessed and observed by a member of the
Committee on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

(d) After the work is done, the Grand Lodge office is to be notified within a
week of the names of the candidates.

On August 26, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Fidelity Lodge No. 51, David
City to conduct multiple candidate degrees in October 1996, subject to the
following limitations and prohibitions.

38




February 1997 140th Annual Communication Proccedings

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, all candidates
must receive all lectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before procceding to the next degree.

(d) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

On August 28, 1996, | granted dispensation to Beatrice Lodge No. 26, Beatrice
to conduct multiple candidate degrees on September 21, 1996, subject to the
following limitations and prohibitions:

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
received individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, ali candidates
must receive all lectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before proceeding to the next degree.

(d) In addition to the above restrictions, the degrees will be conferred substan-
tially in accordance with the attached memo from the Committee on Work.
Minor modifications to the procedures may be made if a representative of the
Committee on Work approves prior to the conferral of a degree.

On September 23, 1996, | granted dispensation to Alliance Lodge No. 183,
Alliance to conduct multiple candidate degrees on October 12, 1996, subject to
the following limitations and prohibitions:

(a) Dispensation is granted for one multiple candidate degree in the Entered
Apprentice Degree, one multiple candidate degree in the Fellow Craft Degree
and one multiple candidate degree in the Master Mason Degree.

(b) With regard to the Entered Apprentice Degree, each candidate must be
reccived individually and asked the required questions when conducted to the
center of the Lodge and caused to kneel.

(c) All candidates must be received in the prescribed manner, all candidates
must receive the obligation while positioned behind the Altar, all candidates
must receive all Iectures and charges, and all candidates will be required to pass
a proficiency examination before proceeding to the next degree.
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(d) In addition to the above restrictions, the degrees will be conferred substan-
tially in accordance with the attached guidelines from the Committee on Work.
Minor modifications to the procedure may be made if a representative of the
Committee on Work approves prior to the conferral of a degree.

(e) Each Degree must be witnessed and observed by a member of the Committee
on Work, a Deputy Grand Custodian or a Grand Lodge Officer.

On November 29, 1996, | granted dispensation to Sutherland Lodge No. 299,
Sutherland to elect a secretary out of time.

On November 29, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Corinthian Lodge No. 83,
Wakefield to elect their 1997 officers out of time.

On November 29, 1996, | granted dispensation to Golden Rule Lodge No. 236,
Allen to install their 1997 officers out of time.

On November 29, 1996, | granted dispensation to George Washington Lodge
No. 250, Lincoln to install their 1997 officers out of time.

On December 4, 1996, | granted dispensation to Coilege View Lodge No. 320,
Lincoln to elect their 1997 officers out of time.

On December 10, 1996, | granted dispensation to Omadi Lodge No. 5, South
Sioux City to install their Senior Deacon out of time.

On December 10, 1996, 1 granted dispensation to Zion Lodge No. 234, Hyannis
to install their 1997 officers out of time.

On December 11, 1996, [ granted dispensation to Northern Light Lodge No. 41,
Stanton to elect their 1997 officers out of time.

On January 16, 1997, | granted dispensation to Fidelity Lodge No. 51, David
City to install their Senior Warden out of time.

On January 16, 1997, | granted dispensation to Comet Lodge No. 229, Ceresco
to install their Junior Warden out of time.

On January 29, 1997, | granted dispensation to Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192,
Valentine to install their Junior Warden and Tyler out of time.

On January 30, 1997, 1 granted dispensation to Blue Valley Lodge No. 64,
Wilber to elect their Junior Warden out of time.

On February 4, 1997, I granted dispensation to Clubertson Lodge No. 174,
Culbertson to install their Junior Warden, Chaplain, Senior Steward and Marshal
out of time.

TRIAL COMMISSIONS

On April 17, 1995, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of the
Bylaws, M .. W . Jerry L. Rittenburg appointed a Trial Commission to conduct
a Masonic Trial in a matter involving Blue Valley Lodge No. 64 and a member
of that lodge. On August 26, 1996, I dismissed that Commission, and reap-
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pointed a new Trial Commission. Trial was held on November 8, 1996 in this
matter. Findings of the Commission were that the individual was guilty as
charged. It was the judgment of the Commission that the individual be expelled
from Masonry.

On December 27, 1995, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of
the Bylaws, M. W... Jerry L. Rittenburg appointed a Trial Commission to
conduct a Masonic Trial in a matter involving Lancaster Lodge No. 54 and a
member of that lodge. Trial was held on August 6, 1996 in this matter. Findings
of the Commission were that the individual was guilty as charged. It was the
judgment of the Commission that the individual be expelled from Masonry.

On June 3, 1996, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of the
Bylaws, I appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a matter
involving Lancaster Lodge No. 54 and a member of that lodge. Trial was held
on June 29, 1996 in this matter. Findings of the Commission were that the
individual was guilty as charged. It was the judgment of the Commission that
the individual be expelled from Masonry.

On December 17, 1996, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of
the Bylaws, | appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a
matter involving Liberty L.odge No. 300 and a member of that lodge. Trial was
hend on January 25, 1997 on this matter. Findings of the Commission were that
the individual was guilty as charged. It was the judgment of the Commission
that the individual be expelled from Masonry.

On January 10, 1997, pursuant to the authority delineated in Section 1-301 of
the Bylaws, | appointed a Trial Commission to conduct a Masonic Trial in a
matter involving Centennial Lodge No. 326 and a member of that lodge.
Awaiting judgment of the Commission.

GRAND MASTERS CONFERENCE

The Conference of Grand Masters of North America was held in Washington,
D.C. on February 17-21, 1996. This conference offers the one forum for all
Grand Masters to meet together as a body for discussion and sharing of ideas.
Since each Grand Jurisdiction is sovereign, no binding legislative action can
take place. However, the conference is attended by virtually every Grand
Jurisdiction in North America and by many guest Jurisdictions from all over the
world.

At the conclusion of the 1995 conference, I was asked to prepare a paper on
Public Awareness of Masonry for presentation at the 1996 conference. My
presentation, along with those from twelve other Grand Masters, was well
received. All papers presented led to further discussion by the delegates.

When the conference meets in Washington. D.C., a visit to the George Wash-
ington National Memorial is made part of the activities. Any Mason traveling
to our Nation’s Capitol should arrange to visit this very impressive editice in

41



Grand Lodge of Nebraska Kearncey

Alexandria. 1 also had the pleasure of visiting the headquarters of National
Sojourners, Inc. just south of Alexandria.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS

This year the Midwest Conference of Grand Masters was held in Cedar Rapids,
lowa on August 16-18. Attending this conference with me were Deputy Grand
Master, Ken Fleming, and the Grand Senior Warden, Don Rasmussen. There
is a secretaries conference held in conjunction with this meeting and our Grand
Secretary, Reg Kuhn attended this mecting. Also, since so many of the midwest
Jurisdictions are going to the office manager concept for the Grand Lodge office,
our administrator, Chris Rudder attended the secrctaries conference along with
several of her counterparts.

This meeting offers a good forum for discussion with Grand Lodge Officers
from other jurisdictions in the midwest. In 1998, Nebraska will be responsible
for the program for this meeting, and then will host the meeting in 1999.

CENTENNIALS

Four Lodges observed centennials in 1996: Gilead No. 233, Butte; Zion No.
234, Hyannis, Golden Rule No. 236, Allen; and Friendship No. 239, Chapman.
It is indeed a milestonc when a lodge serves Masonry in its community for one
hundred years.

On April 13, 1996, most of the Grand Lodge Officers and wives were present
for the Centennial Celebration of Fricndship Lodge No. 239 in Chapman. |
presented the lodge its Centennial Certificate, and our Grand Orator, Ben
Harvey, gave a very interesting talk.

On Junec 9, 1996, Zion Lodge No. 234 in Hyannis cclcbrated its centennial.
Since | was attending Wisconsin Grand Lodge on that date, our Deputy Grand
Master, Ken Fleming, and Grand Junior Warden, Dwight Smith, represented the
Grand Lodge.

Both of the above lodges did a fine job in preparing a public program, and
attendance was very good at cach location. In addition, both lodges had written
a history of the lodge and distributed it to those attending the event.

APPENDANT AND AFFILIATED BODIES

As Grand Master, | am aware that while many Blue Lodge Masons do belong
to the appendant and/or affiliated bodies, others do not. However, because of
the great support that the Grand Lodge has received from these bodies this year,
[ would be remiss not to mention them in this report. When someone asks you
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to consider joining one of these bodies, please give it serious consideration. We
are all part of the same Masonic family; and as one of us prospers, we all benefit.
Scottish Rite, York Rite, Shrine and Eastern Star all have major philanthropic
causes in addition to their ritual work. They also provided many of the Masonic
All-Star Band Scholarships. We all worked together on All-Masonic Sunday,
and the appendant bodies gave financial and other support for our One-Day Blue
Lodge Degree conferrals. The youth organizations, DeMolay (! joined in my
own youth), Rainbow for Girls and Job’s Daughters are all doing well in
Nebraska, but could use your help and support.

Through my work with these bodies over the years, | feel that the heads of these
bodies are close personal friends. | would like to thank you all by name for your
support, but that would take a lot of space, and | would miss someone.

Nebraska was honored this year to be the home of the Imperial Potentate of the
Shrine of North America, John D. VerMaas. John is a Past Master of Hickman
Lodge No. 256, and even with his busy schedule, he is a long-time member of
our Appropriations Committee. | was honored to attend John’s installation in
New Orleans in July 1996, where 1 wore the Grand Master’s fez presented to
me by Tangier Temple. | plan to be in St. Louis this July, where John and 1 will
again ride our Shrine 125th Anniversary Harleys together in the parades.
Incidentally, in a failed attempt to recycle my Grand Master’s tez, Tangier
elected me as Oriental Guide on December 12, 1996. However, | kept my G.
M. fez. 1 look forward to serving under a long-time friend this year, Frank
Kroupa, Tangier’s 1997 Potentate.

THE CONDITION OF THE CRAFT

1. Membership

As | write this address, it appears that our total membership in Nebraska
decreased about 446 Brethren in 1996 for a year-end figure ot 19,539. This
equates to losses of 1,131 by deaths, suspensions and withdrawals and gain in
new members of 572. Because of the average age of Masons in Nebraska (and
throughout the United States), loss of members by death continues to be
significant. This is doubly distressing, because many of the most dedicated
Masons in the state are our older members. As | presented year pins to older
members throughout Nebraska this year, | was humbled by the stories of
sacrifice and hard work by those who have been so important to their Lodge, to
their communities and most importantly to their families as good Masons.
However, | have also seen many young men who appear to have the dedication
and ability to help Masonry survive.

Because almost two-thirds of our Lodges are not bringing in new members, the
Grand Lodge Officers deliberated at length regarding what could be done to
increase membership without sacrificing the basic tenets of our Masonic teach-
ings as they are presented in our ritual. After much discussion, it was agreed to
offer One-Day Blue Lodge Multiple Candidate Conferrals with candidates
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allowed to come in from all Lodges. It was further agreed that these "Blue-
Lodge only" conferrals would be limited to two locations each year. On October
19, 1996, with One-Day Conferrals in Omaha and Hastings, 191 men became
new Masons. This amounts to an increase of almost one percent of our total
current membership. We hope that as Lodges increase their membership, they
will become more active in doing their own degree conferrals. Without the
agreed upon Directorate Leadership approach to decision making by the Grand
Lodge Officers, this One-Day Conferral plan of action would not have been
possible. We also wish to thank the appendant bodies for their support of the
Grand Lodge in this endeavor.

2. Masonic All-Star Band Camp

This was the second year for this camp, which was held in conjunction with the
Shrine Bowl Football Game. It was a huge success, and it gives the local lodges
a great opportunity for positive exposure in their communities. One hundred
ninety-two young men and women were part of this experience. We received
numerous cards from the youth and parents commending us for providing such
a wonderful opportunity. Thanks to all the Lodges and other bodies who
provided band camp scholarships. We are looking forward to a great 1997 band
camp.

Imperial Shrine is so impressed with our program and with the one started earlier
by Kansas Grand Lodge that they are promoting this concept for Shrine Bowls
across North America.

3. All-Masonic Sunday

On July 28, 1996 we kicked-off a new program in Nebraska: All-Masonic
Sunday. The concept behind this program was to afford the opportunity for all
Masonic Buildings in the state to open their doors to the public and provide a
better awareness of who we are. Over 229 Masonic Lodges, Eastern Star
Chapters, youth organizations and appendant bodies participated in this event.
Although membership recruitment was not a primary goal of this event, many
people did express an interest in joining one of the participating bodies. Lodges
were contacted to see if they have an interest in a similar event in 1997. [ wish
to express my gratitude to Brother Steve Hanneman for heading this hard
working committee.

4. Arca Mectings

Again this year, Grand Lodge Officers held Fall Area Meetings throughout the
State. This affords every Lodge the opportunity to meet with a Grand Lodge
officer and share ideas and concerns. It also provides us the opportunity to
discuss legislation coming before the Annual Communication of Grand Lodge.
Thank you to those Lodges who acted as host lodges for these events.

Although primarily designed for local lodge officers, every lodge member is
welcome to attend these meetings. | encourage you to attend one of these future
meetings.
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5. Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award

On December 7, 1996, 1 had the pleasure of traveling to Geneva to present the
Grand Master’s Humanitarian Award to W..B... Ben Fussell. Several other
Grand Lodge Officers were present. This award is presented to outstanding
Masons who have made significant contributions to Masonry and to their
community. Since 1989, only 12 Nebraska Masons have received this prestig-
ious award. W..B.. Ben will be presented during the Public Opening of Grand
Lodge.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In accordance with the provision of Article X, Section 2(b) of the Constitution,
I make the following Recommendations, which in my opinion and the opinion
of the Grand Lodge Officers, are deemed necessary and expedient for the future
welfare of the Fraternity in this jurisdiction.

Recommendation No. 1 — Qualifications of Candidates

1 rccommend Section 2-902, Line | of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended by
striking the reference to freeborn. The said section and line would then read:

Each candidate for the degrees of Masonry must:
1. Be a man.
Recommendation No. 2 — Qualifications of Candidates

I reccommend Section 2-902, Line 2 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended
by changing nineteen to eightcen. The said line would then read:

2. Be eighteen or more years of age at the time of signing his petition.
Recommendation No. 3 — Installation

I recommend Section 1-101.01 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended by
changing fourten days to fifteen days. The said section would then read:

Installation of Grand Lodge Officers shall take place on or before fifteen (15)
days following the close of the Annual Communication at such location, time
and date as the Grand Master-Elect shall select which shall be announced prior
to the close of such Annual Communication.

Recommendation No. 4 — Proficiency

I recommend Section 2-402, Paragraph 1 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be revised
to more clearly define proficiency. The said section and paragraph would then
read:

All those hereinafterinitiated, passed, and raised, shall become proficient in each
degree, and shall give proof thercof by examination in open lodge. Such
examination shall consist of:

1. Completion of a study of the Standard Proficiency Manual following each
degree received.
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2. Verification by the Worshipful Master that the candidate has expressed
knowledge of the material in the manual by answering, in his own words, the
questions listed for the degree in which he is being examined.

3. Successful completion by the candidate of an examination in open lodge,
consisting of answering questions from the First Section Lectures of the degrees
as follows:

E.A. Degree — Starting with the words, "Give me asign" and ending with giving
of the "word."

F.C. Degree — Starting with the words, "Have you any signs..." and continuing
to the end of the lecture.

M.M. Degree — Starting with the words, "Have you any signs..." and continuing
to the end of the lecture.

No other Proficiency Examination shall be recognized in this Grand Jurisdiction.
After such examination, the Master may declare the brother proficient. Such
declaration and the recording of the proficiency of the brother shall be made in
the degree in which the examination is made, providing no objection is raised;
if objection is made and it becomes necessary to put the question to a vote the
ballot shall be determined in a lodge of Master Masons. Whereupon the Master
shall put the question: "Is the brother proficient?" and this question shall be
decided by a majority vote of the members present.

CONCLUSION

This has been a busy year for me and for the Grand Lodge of Nebraska in general.
Through the efforts of the Grand Lodge Officers, Past Grand Masters, committee
members and Masons throughout the State, our great fraternity has continued to
be a very positive influence in the lives of many people. The Masonic All-Star
Band, Masonic Sunday and the One-Day Blue Lodge Classes are just three
important activitics. 1 know that the 1997-1998 Grand Lodge Officers, under
the able leadership of Grand Master-Elect Ken Fleming will continue with these
worthwhile programs and that Masonry in Nebraska will be in very capable
hands.

We certainly did not initiate the controversy surrounding the March 1996
proclamation of the Roman Catholic Bishop in Lincoln, in which he banned
membership in Blue Lodge Masonry, several affiliated bodies and various other
organizations. However, by responding to this issue in a positive manner, we
received much media coverage, most of which portrayed us in a very favorable
manner.

I earlier thanked the Grand Lodge Officers and the Grand Lodge Office staff for
their efforts on behalf of Masonry. However, | would be remiss without
expressing the following appreciation:

First, 10 my wife, Jill, who has always been extremely supportive during my
eight years as a Grand Lodge Officer. She has accompanied me to countless
visits and functions, and now seeks revenge.
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To the members of my two Lodges: John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290, who has
been my day-to-day local support and for my top hat, and to Mid-West Lodge
No. 317, my home-town Lodge and for their gift of a Masonic Bible. These two
Lodges will bring their Charters and open my Grand Lodge Session.

To all the Grand Masters under whom | have been privileged to serve. M.".W ..
Thomas W. Tye appointed me as Grand Junior Steward in 1989, and M.". W ",
John M. McHenry reappointed me to the same office in 1990. My most hearifelt
thanks go to M..W.. James N. DeMoss who appointed me to the advancing
line as Grand Junior Deacon in 1991. 1 then had the privilege of serving under
M..W.. James L."Sonny" Eatmon, M..W.. Donald L. Pohlman, M.. W ..
Steven F. Mattoon, and M., W... Jerry L. Rittenburg. Although they each had
their own style of leadership, they all served the Craft well and made valuable
contributions to Masonry in Nebraska.

Finally, I wish to thank all the members of this jurisdiction with whom I have
labored in the last eight years. You cannot begin to realize how much you have
helped me and Masonry in general with your kind words and thoughtful
suggestions. The most rewarding part of being Grand Master is the Masonic
friendships that develop over the years. Thank you.

Fraternally,
V. Kaye Ramsey
Grand Master

Upon the motion of the Grand Master, the printed address of the Grand Master,
consolidated with the supplemental address of the Grand Master, in its entirety,
was referred to the appropriate committees for their consideration and action,
and published in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE
Harry A. Spencer, 227 & 184, Chairman

The meeting of the Jurisprudence Committee was called to order at 10:00 a.m.
on Thursday, February 6, 1997, by Chairman Harry A. Spencer, with the
following members present: Jack H. Hendrix, Steven Mattoon, and John
McHenry. Also in attendance were the following Past Grand Masters, Charles
Amidon and Jerry L. Rittenburg. The following Grand Lodge Officers were
also in attendance, V. Kaye Ramsey, Kenneth G. Fleming, Don Rasmussen,
Dwight E. Smith, James F. Brown, Jr., Philip A. Lorenzen, Reginald Kuhn, Gus
Scolaro, Eugene C. Sibley, Don A. Mears, Benjiman Harvey, Ken Beebe, Dale
Anderson and Monte K. Olmstead.

The meeting was opened with prayer. Everyone present was welcomed by
Chairman Spencer and invited to participate in the proceedings of the Jurispru-
dence Committee with the right to ask questions and participate in every way in
the discussions, actions, and proceedings of the Committee on Jurisprudence.
Chairman Spencer appointed Steven F. Mattoon as Secretary for the Committee
for the purposes of this meeting.
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1. The minutes of the previous meeting of the committee on Jurisprudence were
approved as printed.

2. Areport of the Committee on Business and Rules was received and reviewed
by the Jurisprudence Committee. The business of the 140th Annual Communi-
cation will be governed by the rules therein set forth. The Committee found the
report and rules to be in proper form, and approved the report without change.

3. The Committee then began a review of the Grand Master’s Address and in
so doing reviewed all of the Permissions, Decisions, Waivers, Dispensations
and Bylaw changes as set forth in the printed Address of the Grand Master. John
McHenry moved that the Permissions, Decisions, Waivers, Dispensations and
Bylaw changes be approved. All decisions were according to the bylaws of
Grand Lodge and should be accepted. Jack Hendrix seconded. Motion carried.

The Committee then reviewed the recommendations of your Grand Master,
being Recommendations 1 through 4.

With reference to Recommendation No. 1 — Qualifications of Candidates - the
Committee finds that the recommendation is in proper form and can be balloted
upon at this Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 2 — Qualifications of Candidates - the
Committee finds that the recommendation is in proper form and can be balloted
upon at this Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 3 — Installation - the Committee finds
that the recommendation is in proper form and can be balloted upon at this
Annual Communication.

With reference to Recommendation No. 4 — Proficiency - the Committee finds
that the recommendation is in proper form and can be balloted upon at this
Annual Communication.

At the 139th Annual Communication concluding on February 3, 1996 there were
properly submitted two resolutions to amend the Constitution and one to change
the bylaws.

The first resolution deals with Article [11 of the Constitution; this would allow
the newly clected Grand Senior Warden to designate the location of the Annual
Communication during his year as Grand Master. Said resolution is in proper
form containing the required number of signatures and can be balloted upon at
this Annual Communication.

The second resolution deals with Section 1-101 of the Bylaws and also deals
with allowing the newly elected Grand Senior Warden to designate the location
of the Annual Communication during his year as Grand Master. Said resolution
is in proper form containing the required number of signatures and can be
balloted upon at this Annual Communication.

The third resolution deals with Section 2 Article X1l of the Constitution allowing
a dispensation for a new lodge to be effective through December 31 instead of
April 30. Said resolution is in proper form containing the required number of
signatures and can be balloted upon at this Annual Communication.
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It was moved and seconded that if Resolution No. 1 is passed, no ballot on
Resolution No. 2 will be necessary; with any potential conflict of the Bylaws to
be referred to the Codification of the Law Committee. Motion carried.

The remaining resolutions submitted did not have the requisite number of
signers and cannot be balloted upon.

The Committee wishes to commend Most Worshipful Brother Kaye Ramsey for
a very productive and successful year as Grand Master.

Election of officers was held and Most Worshipful Brother Harry A. Spencer
was elected Chairman and Most Worshipful Brother Steve Mattoon was elected
as Secretary.

With no further business the meeting adjourned.

Jack H. Hendrix moved for adoption of the Jurisprudence Committee report.
The report was adopted by the delegates assembled.

¢
GRAND MASTER’S RECOMMENDATIONS

R..W.. Deputy Grand Master Kenneth G. Fleming presided over the discus-
sion of the Grand Master’s Recommendations.

Recommendation No. 1 — Qualifications of Candidates
1 propose that line 1, Section 2-902, be changed to read as follows:

Each candidate for the degrees of Masonry must:
1. Be a man.

Following discussion a ballot was taken. Results of the ballot were 154 in favor
and 62 against. Recommendation No. 1 was adopted.

Recommendation No. 2 — Qualifications of Candidates
| propose that line 2, Section 2-902, be changed to read as follows:
2. Be eighteen or more years of age at the time of signing his petition.

There being no discussion a vote was taken. Recommendation No. 2 was
adopted.
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Recommendation No. 3 — Installation

I recommend Section 1-101.01 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be changed to read
as follows:

Installation of Grand Lodge Officers shall take place on or before
fifteen (15) days following the close of the Annual Communication at
such location, time and date as the Grand Master elect shall select
which shall be announced prior to the close of such Annual Commu-
nication.

There being no discussion a vote was taken. Recommendation No. 3 was
adopted.

Recommendation No. 4 -- Proficiency

I recommend Section 2-402, Paragraph 1 of the Bylaws be revised to more
clearly define proficiency. The said section would then read:

All those hereinafter initiated, passed, and raised, shall become profi-
cient in each degree, and shall give proof thereof by examination in
open lodge. Such examination shall consist of:

1. Completion of a study of the Standard Proficiency Manual follow-
ing each degree received.

2. Verification by the Worshipful Master that the Candidate has
expressed knowledge of the material in the manual by answering, in
his own words, the questions listed for the degree i which he is being
examined.

3. Successful completion by the candidate of an examination in open
lodge, consisting of answering questions from the First Section Lec-
tures of the degrees as follows:

E.A. Degree — Starting with the words, "Give me a sign" and ending
with the giving of the "word."

F.C. Degree — Starting with the words, "Have you any signs..." and
continuing to the end of the lecture.

M.M. Degree — Starting with the words, "have you any signs..." and
continuing to the end of the lecture.

No other Proficiency examination shall be recognized in this Grand
Jurisdiction. After such examination, the Master may declare the
brother proficient. Such declaration and the recording of the profi-
ciency of the brother shall be made in the degree in which the exami-
nation is made, providing no objection is raised; if objection is made
and it becomes necessary to put the question to a vote the ballot shall
be determined in a lodge of Master Masons. Whereupon the Master
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shall put the question; "Is the brother proficient?" and this question
shall be decided by a majority vote of the members present.

Following discussion a vote was taken. Recommendation No. 4 was adopted.

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY
Reginald S. Kuhn, 19 & 134

To the Most Worshipful, The Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska:

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska
for the honor and confidence placed in me in my election to Grand Secretary.
The office of Grand Secretary is one of tremendous honor, and it is with great
humility that I have served the Craft during the past year. When | review the
names of my predecessors, | am filled with a deep respect for the years of service
which they provided to our Fraternity. 1 hope in some small way, 1 will be able
to emulate their work and service.

I would also like to express my thanks to the membership for your many kind
words of support. It is a privilege to be able to speak and correspond with so
many of you. A special thank you to our dedicated Secretaries throughout the
state for your tireless efforts on behalf of our Fraternity. | am constantly
reminded of your great commitment to Masonry in Nebraska.

One of the most important components of my service as Grand Secretary is the
help of Chris Rudder and Carol Schroeder in the Grand Lodge office. Without
the support and hard work of these two fine individuals, the workings of this
Grand Lodge would not take place. The Grand Lodge of Nebraska is fortunate
to have such dedicated individuals associated with us, and | hope that you will
convey your personal words of appreciation and thanks to each of them.

During the past year, | attended the cornerstone ceremonies for the Gerald R.
Ford Preservation Center in Omaha; the Ft. Calhoun Medical Center; the Wilson
Science and Math Building at Hastings College and the Keith County Farm
Credit Service Building in Ogallala. [ had the opportunity to present several
membership pins and visited numerous lodges during the year concentrating my
visitation efforts in southeast Nebraska. | also had the privilege of attending the
Conterence of Grand Secretaries of North America in Washington, D.C. in
February and the Midwest conference of Grand Secretaries in Cedar Rapids,
lowa in August. ! also attended the meetings of the Nebraska Grand Chapter,
Order of the Eastern Star in Lincoln and the Nebraska Grand Bethel, Job’s
Daughters in Omabha.

I continued to serve on the Grand Lodge Awards and Appropriations Commit-
tees in my individual capacity and served on several other Grand Lodge
committees as Grand Secretary.
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[ am pleased to report the following statistical information.

1995 1996
Number of Lodges 181 178
Initiated 414 463
Passed 416 478
Raised 433 511
Affiliated 77 72
Dual Membership 36 37
Reinstatements 291 172
Consolidations 85 0
Other 3 2
Total Gain 925 794
Deaths 649 665
Demits 74 72
Suspensions 576 470
Withdrawals 1 16
Consolidations 85 0
Termination of Dual 18 15
Other 0 5
Total Losses 1403 1243

Net membership changes (578) (449)

Membership 12/31/94 20,463
Membership 12/31/95 19,985
Preliminary Membership as of 12/31/96 19,536
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Pins presented in honor of years of service to the Fraternity during this fiscal
year were:

578 50 year pins presented
113 60 year pins presented
34 70 year pins presented

Again, may | express to the Grand Master, to my fellow Grand Lodge officers
and to the membership of this Grand Jurisdiction my deep appreciation for
allowing me to serve as your Grand Secretary. | hope that [ have fulfilled my
duties to your satisfaction and to the advancement of our great Fraternity.

Fraternally yours,
Reginald S. Kahn,
Grand Secretary

REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN
Augustine S. Scolaro, 3

To the Grand Lodge of the Most ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska.

The annual report of the Grand Custodian is hereby respectfully and fraternally
submitted. To date this year seventy-six lodges have received their certification
of proficiency. As the final reports from the Deputy Grand Custodians come in
this number will undoubtedly increase. The lodge that certified this year after
a lapse of one or more years was:

Centennial Lodge No. 326

This lodge and its officers along with its respective Deputy Grand Custodian
should be congratulated for making the extra effort required to certify its’ lodge.

To date the following lodges have been certified for sixty or more years in
succession:

Nebraska Lodge No. 1 (73)
Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6 (73)
Fremont Lodge No. 15 (66)
Lincoln Lodge No. 19 (62)
Beatrice Lodge No. 26 (68)
Crete Lodge No. 37 (64)
Hastings Lodge No. 50 (73)
Lancaster Lodge No. 54 (75)
Wahoo Lodge No. 59 (72)
Hoopcr Lodge No. 72 (72)
Utica Lodge No. 96 (68)
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Euclid Lodge No. 97 (66)

Bee Hive Lodge No. 184 (71)
Arcana Lodge No. 195 (61)

East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 (63)
North Star Lodge No. 227 (64)
John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290 (65)
Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 (73)

| congratulate all these lodges and officers in the special effort they set forth in
continuing this fine tradition.

As of the writing of this report there are 302 certified brethren, however this will
change as final certifications are mailed in.

The following brethren received their original certificates of proficiency during
the 1996 Masonic year. They each deserve special congratulations for their
outstanding accomplishment.

Kelly J. Wertz, Rob Morris Lodge No. 46
Walter L. Baumann, Lancaster Lodge No. 54
E. Lee Howell, Albion Lodge No. 78

Brian K. Sandall, Silver Cord Lodge No. 224
Scott Rogge, Hickman Lodge No. 256
Dennis J. Meyer, Oasis Lodge No. 271

The following brethren received ten year pins of proficiency:

Delbert E. Adams, Lancaster Lodge No. 54

Roland E. Emmett, Monument Lodge No. 293

James L. Eatmon, Kimball Lodge No. 294

Theodore Johnson, Beatrice Lodge No. 26 & Craftsmen Lodge No. 314
Scott J. Krieger, Sr., Mid-West Lodge No. 317

Twenty year certificates of merit were presented to the following brethren:

Augustine S. Scolaro, Capitol Lodge No. 3

Roy L. Smith, Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6

Larry M. Smith, Waterloo Lodge No. 102

Roger L. Shillington, Justice Lodge No. 180
Jack M. Johnson, Comet Lodge No. 229

Robert J. Schmucker, Comet Lodge No. 229
Lynn Doty, Wausa Lodge No. 251

Joe L. Wilson, Jr., John J. Mercer Lodge No. 290

The following brethren completed their 25'" year of proficiency:

William G. Hurst, Lancaster Lodge No. 54
Frank J. Mattoon, Frank Welch Lodge No. 75
Kenneth C. Kling, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 & Craftsmen Lodge No. 314

The following brethren completed their 30! year of proficiency:

Donald J. Launer, Fremont Lodge No. 15
Neil S. Trabert, Jr., Lincoln Lodge No. 19
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Harold C. Mueksch, Hooper Lodge No. 72 & Scribner Lodge No. 132
Maurice W. Hall, Florence Lodge No. 281
Richard H. Scheef, Omaha Lodge No. 288

The following brethren completed their 35! year of proficiency:

Albert G. Bates, Nebraska Lodge No. 1
Augustus W. Clark, Ashlar Lodge No. 33
Lorain F. Steiner, Wahoo Lodge No. 59

Alvia A. Simmons, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210

The following brethren completed their 40t year of proficiency:

Raymond A. Holm, Tekamah Lodge No. 31
A. Larry Rogers, Papillion Lodge No. 39
Harold K. Bond, Frank Welch Lodge No. 75
Frank R. Harris, Nelson Lodge No. 77

W. Ross Nalls, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210
Ivan N. Nord, Comet Lodge No. 229

Melvin C. Hickerson, Victory Lodge No. 310
Deane H. Pettett, Craftsmen Lodge No. 314
H. Lewis Miller, Bellevue Lodge No. 325
F.G. Schlosser, Bellevue Lodge No. 325

The following brother completed his 45" year of proficiency:
Collins L. Wilcox, Lancaster Lodge No. 54
The following brethren have been certified 50 years or more:

Harry A. Spencer, Sr., North Star Lodge No. 227, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184 (66) |
Frank H. Newton Ir., Blue River Lodge No. 30 (65) ‘
T. Ross Magowan, Arcana Lodge No. 195 (62) |
Warner W. Miller, Victory Lodge No. 310 (60) |
Louis V. Sylvester, Florence Lodge No. 281 (59)

Herbert A. Ronin, East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 (57)

Francis L. Lehr, George Washington Lodge No. 250 (57)

G. Irwin Osterloh, Hooper Lodge No. 72 (53) ;
Ray W. Andersen, Victory Lodge No. 310 (52)

Joseph F. Brown, Lancaster Lodge No. 54 (51) ;
Clifford D. Webster, Frank Welch Lodge No. 75 (50)

During the year | examined Worshipful Brother Thomas R. Reed of Omadi
Lodge No. 5 and recommended that he be commissioned Deputy Grand Custo-
dian of District No. 6. He was commissioned by Most Worshipful V. Kaye
Ramsey on August 6, 1996, and his commission was presented by Grand
Custodian Gus Scolaro.

As of this writing the active Deputy Grand custodians are:

District No. 1 Roy L. Smith

District No. 2 Herbert M. Chambers
District No. 3 Halsey D. Phillips
District No. 4 James E. Cornish
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District No. 5 Ronald D. Grass
District No. 6 Thomas R. Reed
District No. 7 Lioyd F. Vrtiska
District No. 8 John C. Sierks
District No. 9 Lloyd I. Edwards
District No. 10 Steven A. Green
District No. 11 Eugene C. Sibley
District No. 13 Robert L. Carter
District No. 16 Lynn Doty

District No. 17 Victor D. Hunt
District No. 18 Arthur S. Dye
District No. 20 Scott J. Krieger, Sr.
District No. 21 Wayne E. Beatty
District No. 24 Delmar A. Jones
District No. 25 Richard W. Linnemeyer
District No. 26 Arthur J. Ferguson
District No. 27 Keith B. Leibhart
District No. 28 V. Rosenberger
District No. 29 Leslie A. Evert
District No. 30 Richard H. Cooper
District No. 31 John M. Weidner, Sr.
District No. 32 Roger L. Shillington
District No. 34 Gerald D. Verbeck
District No. 35 Harold W. Noble
District No. 36 Don L. Jelinek
District No. 37 Albert A. Wise
District No. 38 Frank R. Harris

Kearney

These fine men are one of the hardest working group of Masons in the state and
deserve the utmost courtesy and respect for their diligence and devotion to duty.
They spend many evenings away from home and their families in order to

perform their duties. It is indeed a pleasure to work with such a fine group of

dedicated brethren.

The current list of Deputy Grand Custodians Emeriti are:

Louis V. Sylvester
Clifford D. Webster
Glenn W. Binder
Curtis J. Griess
Harold A. Tilton
Willard 1. Lewis, Jr.
Herman O. Hansen
Richard L. Mauch
Everett K. Dappen
Frank R. Harris
Alfred V. Peltzer
Ben D. Fussell
A.W. Clark

Ralph McNulty
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D. Wayne Erickson
Mervin E. Ransom, Sr.

Again this year, 1 along with the Deputy Grand Custodians of various districts
held twenty-four schools of instruction. In traveling across the state | find the
brethren have a strong interest in the ritual and all are following the same as set
by the Committee on Nebraska Work. At this time [ would like to thank the
Deputy Grand Custodians and Worshipful Masters who made these schools
possible.

In addition to the twenty-four schools of instruction throughout the state, the
annual custodial school was held in Grand Island September 20" and 215! It
was attended by Deputy Grand Custodians, Deputy Grand Custodians Emeriti,
Apprentice Custodians, and Grand Lodge Officers. During this school the floor
work and all lectures were covered in their entirety.

Your Grand Custodian also participated in four cornerstone ceremonies, a
humanitarian award, one dedication, and various other functions around the
state.

It has been a pleasure to work with the Committee on Nebraska Work this year.
They have been very helpful and supportive of the efforts of the Grand Custo-
dian.

1 thank Most Worshipful Brother V. Kaye Ramsey for the opportunity of serving
the Grand Lodge as your Grand Custodian this year.

Respectfully submitted,
Gus Scolaro, Grand Custodian

The report of the Grand Custodian as printed was adopted by vote of the Masons
assembled.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Delmar A. Jones, 46 & 65, Chairman

During the several meetings of the Membership Committee this year the subject
of retention was at the forefront of discussion. Looking at the past year’s
experience dealing with the large number of suspensions for non-payment of
dues, we dealt with this issue first, because "The easiest member to get is the
one that you already have." It is very plain that many of the local lodges haven’t
had an active Membership Sustaining Commiittee. | addressed the Secretary’s
meeting at Grand Lodge in February and we sent each Master a letter laying
out the duties of a Membership Sustaining Committee, and stressed the impor-
tance of its’ activity. Let’s not suspend anyone before we know what that
brother’s situation is.

We need not forget the tenants of Masonry, Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.

The Membership Committee had a member at almost all of the Fall Area
meetings. We discussed the problems of retention and also talked about ideas
for attracting new members. The interest is there, we just need to act upon it.
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The One-Day classes were held again this year in two locations and were a great
success. The three degrees of Masonry were conferred on 191 men. | have heard
good comments about the way the work was presented, and [ feel that the present
format should be continued.

The Membership Committee continues to provide a Masonic pin to each newly
raised Master Mason to increase the visibility of members within the commu-
nities.

The Membership Committee also encourages each lodge to use the many
resources available through the Grand Lodge office, such as videos, booklets,
and flyers. These are all very well done and are effective if they are used. So

use them! Have a membership night, friendship dinner or whatever you choose
to invite prospective members.

In summary, we as a committee feel that the subject of membership involves
many aspects and areas of the total fraternity. It involves public relations, we
must continue to improve and add to our image in the community with worth-
while undertakings and volunteer projects. It involves the internal operations
such as degree work, a member whether an old one or a newly raised Mason, is
more likely to involve his friends or relatives if he is impressed and proud of the
degree work done by his lodge. And above all communication, it may be the
most vital aspect of all in both retention and recruiting of members. No one can
be excited about what is going on if they are not aware of it.

Respectively submitted,

Steve B. Wetzel, 227

Del D. Hamilton, 256

Dennis H. Brydl 287 & 314

Cullen F. Pilker, 39

Delmar A. Jones, 46 & 65, Chairman

Woshipful Brother Delmar Jones moved for adoption of the report of the
Membership Committee. The Report was adopted by a vote of the delegates
assembled.

LODGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Wayne G. Luenenborg, 32 & 39

The Lodge Advisory Committee was informed by Credentials that at the end of
the 1996 Grand Lodge Session there were twelve lodges who were not repre-
sented at Grand Lodge for two or more consecutive years.

Letters were sent to the Master of each of these lodges reminding them of Section
2-514 of the Bylaws and requesting cach of them to send a representative to the
1997 session if possible.

The Lodge Advisory Committee also informed the twelve lodges that we would
be available on Friday, February 7, at 10:00 a.m. to discuss this situation and if
possible to offer our assistance.
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At 10:00 a.m. on Friday, February 7 the Committee met with 10 of the 12 lodges
which had been absent for more than two years. Reasons varied; older Brethren
concerned about the weather, care of livestock, iliness, and wintering in Arizona.

It is the opinion of the Committee that if we are to be productive, we need to
increase the number of people on the Committee to five members.

Respectfully submitted,

Scott J. Krieger, Sr., 317

Robert O. Rhodes, 96

Wayne G. Luenenborg, 32 & 39, Chairman

Most Woshipful Brother Wayne Luenenborg moved for adoption of the report
of the Lodge Advisory Committee. The Report was adopted by a vote of the
delegates assembled.

REPORT OF CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS COMMITTEE
Byron C. Jenkins, 325, Chairman

No action was brought before the Charters and Dispensations Committe during
this Masonic year.

Don Madsen presented the report in the absence of the chairman and moved for
adoption. The report was adopted by the delegates assembled.

*
VOTE ON TABLED RESOLUTIONS

Resolution No. 1

May it be resolved that Article 111 of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge be
amended as follows:

The Grand Lodge shall hold a regular communication annually. Location of
said communication will:

1) be designated by the newly elected Grand Senior Warden for his
term as Grand Master, and

2) must be approved by a majority vote of the Grand Lodge.

Following discussion Resolution No. 1 was adopted by a vote of the delegates
present.
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Resolution No. 2

May it be resolved that Section 1-101 of the Grand Lodge Bylaws be amended
to read as follows:

ANNUAL COMMUNICATIONS - The stated annual communica-
tion of the Grand Lodge shall be held at such place as shall be
designated by the newly elected Grand Senior Warden for his term as
Grand Master with the approval of the Grand Lodge, beginning on the
first Friday of February at such hour as the Grand Master may desig-
nate. A Master Mason’s Lodge shall first be opencd. If representatives
of the constitutional number of seven subordinate lodges be found
present, the Grand Lodge shall be declared open for the transaction of
business, and the Grand Master shall announce all necessary appoint-
ments and fill vacancies in the standing committees.

Following discussion Resolution No. 2 was adopted by a vote of the delegates
present.

Resolution No. 3

Be it Resolved that Section 2 of Article XII of the Grand Lodge Constitution be
amended to read as follows:

Upon the petition of fifteen or more Master Masons being presented to
the Grand Master, he may grant them a dispensation to open and hold
a subordinate lodge at the place therein to be named, with power to
make Masons, and he shall therein appoint the Master and Wardens of
the new subordinate lodge. But in no case shall such dispensation be
issued unless the Grand Master is satisficd that the petitioners are all
Master Masons in good standing, that the establishment of the new
subordinate lodge is of manifest propricty and will conduce to the good
of the Fraternity, and that a safe and suitable lodge room has been
provided therefor, nor unless the Grand Custodian shall certify that the
three principal officers are competent to confer the three degrees of
Masonry in a suitable and impressive manner. Such dispensation shall
terminate on the thirty-first day of December preceding the annual
communication of the Grand Lodge and shall then be returned to the
Grand Sccretary, together with the bylaws, book or records, and returns
of the new subordinate lodge to that date.

Following discussion Resolution No. 3 was adopted by a vote of the delcgates
present.
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MASONIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT
Dennis Brydl, 287 & 314, Chairman

The Nebraska Grand Lodge Education Committee began the year by attending
the Midwest Education Conference in Sioux City, lowa. States represented at
this conference were Missouri, lowa, lilinois, Minnesota, North Dakota, South
Dakota, Kansas, and Manitoba, Canada. Many ideas for Education and Mem-
bership were introduced at this conference. Many states have taken on the job
of leadership training and Masonic cducation via correspondence courses.
These ideas as well as others are to be addressed in the future planning sessions.

The Nebraska Grand Lodge Education Committee met several times this year
in order to define the scope of the commiittee and begin a strategic plan forseveral
years to come. The members of the committee found early in the year that they
were not sure what the Education Committee is supposed to do. Since the
chairman of the committee is not always the same, the committee tends to have
a very misdirected course of action. It is not clear in the Constitution as to the
duties of the committee. Also, a distinct plan was needed, not only to prepare
for the coming year, but also set a plan in motion that could be followed for
several years to come. The solution was to set a strategic "planning session
meeting” to define a mission statement and begin a plan that would be followed
for five years. However, the members also realized that this committee’s
mission statement, along with that of the Membership Committee, the Public
Relations Committee, the Committee on Work, and the Youth Committee, all
have vague boundaries. For this reason, the Education Committee sponsored a
Strategic Planning session in January to get the above mentioned to "brainstorm"
their respective committee’s duties. The hopeful result will be a defined<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>